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Survives Incredible Journey To 
Brink of Disaster! 








Air integration and 
electroluminescent backlight 
make the Favor Air a clear 
choice in every way. 





The Favor line of non-air 

integrated dive computers 

includes consoles with pressure 

gauge and compass, wrist and 

hose mount, as well as a 

capsule model. All offer these 

advanced features you would 

expect to find only in much 

more expensive units. 

© Automatic activation 

© Ata glance: elapsed dive 
time; current depth and 
maximum depth; no 
decompression time 
remaining; temperature; 
altitude setting 

¢ Full decompression 
information 

¢ Saturation bar graph and 
battery power bar graph 

¢ Dive history and dive log 
memory keep track of the 
most recent 9 dives 

¢ Date time clock 

© Ascent rate indicator 

¢ Personal/altitude adjustment 








WHEN YOU HAVE BEEN ON AS 


MANY DIVES 


A S W E H A V E 


~ A SOLA 


LEARN A FEW THINGS. 


In diving, nothing counts more than experience. In dive computers, nothing 





counts more than the reliability that comes with experience. Since we’ve been 






engineering dive computers ever since there were dive computers, the remarkable 





dependability that comes with every model in our Favor family offers no surprise. 


Which is precisely what you want in a dive computer. 







With the new Favor Air model you get advanced air integration features like 





temperature compensated tank pressure and remaining air time at your breathing 






rate. The Favor Air’s visionary design continues with a backlit display — which 





reads clearly in the darkest of water conditions. There is even automatic activation 






that turns the computer on for you, so you’ll never find yourself at 90 feet with 





your computer off. And like all Favor family computers, all dive and above 





surface information is summarized to give you the readout you need, when you 


need it. 







You won't find another dive computer that offers so many features, at so 






affordable a price. To see exactly how much our diving experience can increase 





your diving enjoyment, visit your SeaQuest dealer today. And the next time you 


dive, take along the computer that has done its homework. 


SeaQuest, Inc. 2151 Las Palmas Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92009 


619-438-1101 fax: 619-438-3142 









sealfuest 
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Fishing, Anyone? 


i n today’s div- 
ing world, it’s 
hard to imagine 
hundreds of 
thousands of 
divers hitting 
the beaches ev- 
ery weekend, speargun in hand, in 
search of game fish. Indeed, spearfish- 
ing today seems to strike an ecological 
discord, given our day-to-day commit- 
ment to recycling, conservation and an 
ongoing hope for “managed care” that 
will actually work for the planet! 

Forty-five years ago, at SKIN DIVER’s 
inception (THE SKIN DIVER was its origi- 
nal title), soearfishing was not only the 
norm, it was the rage. WW Il veterans, 
clad in primitive dive suits, goggles and 
fliopers, routinely plied their trade every 
chance they got. A “whopper” then was 
a very large fish, not a hamburger, and 
whoppers often made the front page of 
the local newspaper. It was atime of 
plenty—running out of fish was some- 
thing early skin divers didn’t think about. 
It was cool to skin dive and catch big 
fish. Free diving was the rage. Even the 
early “lungs” (Scuba) were scoffed at, 
since it was a well known fact that a 
good free diver could always outshoot 
anyone wearing a tank. 

Like it or not, that was the early history 
of recreational diving in our country and 
around the world. Today, spearfishing has 
virtually disappeared in the Caribbean and 
other popular dive areas and, with the ex- 
ception of some local sites, we just don't 
see much of it anymore. While we'll leave it 
to the social scientists to explain the 
change, we shouldn't lose sight of some 
of the valuable skills these early skin divers 
possessed. 

Besides being good athletes and 
breath-hold divers, they knew every fish in 
their local waters, by name, habitat and 
behavior. In order to successfully hunt fish, 
you had to know their hiding places and 
pecking orders. The skin divers may not 
have realized it but they were some of the 
first underwater naturalists! 

They developed advanced forms of 
buoyancy control and swimming that al- 
lowed them a stealthy approach to fish. 
lt was usually for the purpose of shoot- 
ing them but it was a skill nonetheless. 





BY BILL GLEASON 


Today, many of those abilities have ei- 
ther been replaced with new equipment 
and technology or simply disappeared. 
As spearfishing wanes, So do some very 
important skills. Fish identification, a 
source of pride to so many U/W hunters, 
is just beginning to catch on again 
among today’s divers. That’s a great 
trend because it helps us enjoy each 
dive more thoroughly than the last and 
can turn even the most mediocre dive in- 
to a challenge. Also lost was knowledge 
of fish behavior. This is now the province 
of scientists and underwater naturalists 








and it shouldn’t be. Fish behavior is 
among the most unusual found any- 
where in the natural kingdom, yet most 
divers know relatively little about it. 

A new type of fishing contest may 
change all that. It won't hurt fish, re- 
move them from the water or damage 
them in any way. Called the Nikonos 
Fish |.D. Challenge, it’s soonsored by a 
host of diving companies, led by NIKON 
and cheerfully joined by SKIN DIVER as 
a co-sponsor. The way you'll catch fish 
in this contest is with a camera. You'll 
win points according to how scarce the 
fish is, which means you’ll have to bone 
up on your fish identification skills. And, 
to get the maximum amount of shots, 
you'll have to learn a little about fish be- 
havior, SO you can get them to pose in 
front of your camera. The combination 
of fish |.D. and fish photography (which 
we tried in Bonaire and Cayman this 
year as a test) turns out to be challeng- 
ing and a lot of fun as well. First you find 
the fish, then photograph it, then |.D. it 
and walk home with some prizes. 


Sounds cool, and it is. 

The Nikonos Fish I|.D. Challenge is a 
breath of fresh air among diving events. 
It is easily the most unusual event to 
come along since the debut (more than 
a decade ago) of the ever popular pho- 
to contest known as the Nikonos 
Shootout. There is, however, a big dif- 
ference between the Shootouts and the 
Fish |.D. Challenge. While the Shootout 
is primarily a photo contest and judged 
according to photo excellence, the 
Challenge merely uses cameras as 
tools to record your day’s “catch” of 
fish. You don’t have to be an experi- 
enced photographer—it may even be 
the first time you’ve used a camera. It 
will be a definite plus to know fish I.D. 
and fish behavior—once you know 
these skills you'll find taking the picture 
literally a snap! 

The sponsors of the Nikonos Fish I.D. 
Challenge will provide lectures and mini 
workshops on all areas of photography, 
fish |.D. and fish behavior to ensure that 
even novice divers will get an equal 
chance to win prizes. And, those mem- 
bers of the family who don’t scuba dive 
will be happy to know that snorkelers will 
also be eligible to compete in a special 
snorkelers’ category for similar prizes. 

The want ad for the Nikonos Fish |.D. 
Challenge might read, “Any age may 
apply, no prior experience needed. 
Should have basic scuba or snorkeling 
skills. Ability to learn a must. Enjoy travel 
and new experiences a plus. Open to all 
applicants seeking an exhilarating chal- 
lenge.” That’s the Nikonos Fish I.D. 
Challenge, in a nutshell. 

Many thanks to all of the sponsors of 
the Fish |.D. Challenge for dreaming up 
this exciting new diving event. For more 
complete info on the Challenge, see the 
story on page /. 

A word of thanks to those spearfish- 
ing ploneers whose idea we blatantly 
stole and modified. While it’s night and 
day from the spearfishing tournaments 
of old, fishing with a camera might just 
be exciting enough for some of those 
old salts to join us and test their skills 
with a camera instead of a speargun. 

Hope to see you at Grand Cayman 
the week of April 12 through 19, 1997. 
I'll be there and “fishing.” = 
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RED SAIL 
SPORTS 


Three operations 
make diving 
Grand Cayman 
even easier 


Sand Dollar Dive & Photo: Bonaire’s Watersport 
Recreation Center/Steohen Frink 


Blue Water Divers & the Salt Raker Inn: A Great 
Grand Turk Combination/Bil/ Harrigan 


Princess Beach Resort & Casino/Princess 
Divers: Curacao’s Finest Topside and 
Underwater/Walt Stearns 


Grand Cayman’s Scuba Sensations: A New 
Dive Center with Familiar Faces/Geri Murphy 
Stuart Cove’s Shark Circus: More Fun Than 
You Can Ever Imagine/Steohen Frink 

Bimini Undersea Adventures: Unforgettable 
Wild Dolphin Excursions/Bi/ Harrigan 

Red Sail Sports: Three Operations Make Diving 
Grand Cayman Even Easier/Bil! Harrigan 
Bonaire’s Sunset Beach Resort: An Old Favorite 
with Special New Features/Bonnie J. Cardone 
Grand Cayman’s Treasure Island Divers: The 
Staff Makes It Special/Bill Harrigan 

Brac Reef Beach: Great Diving and Cayman 
Brac’s Laidback Atmosphere/Walt Stearns 


The Bay Islands of Honduras: A 1996 Dive 
Guide/Rick Frehsee 
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as ABOUT THE COVER: A Caribbean Reef Shark (Carcharhinus perezi) warily regards an underwater photogra- 
ae pher during a feeding session conducted by Stuart Cove at Shark Runway off New Providence Island. To learn 
more about shark diving in The Bahamas, see Stuart Cove’s Shark Circus on page 44. Photo/Geri Murphy. 
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ow everyone (well almost everyone) can communicate under water. 

Introducing Scubaphone Sport—comfortable, affordable and the first and 

only digital underwater communications system. State-of-the-art DSP: Digital 
Signal Processing technology, provides the clearest, most intelligible communica- 
tion possible. The Scubaphone Sport makes it possible to share your underwater 
experience with your dive buddy, dive group, instructor or even those back on the 
surface, just as easy as speaking on a cordless phone. Scubaphone Sport brings 
a whole new level of involvement and safety to every dive. And Scubaphone Sport 
is built and backed by Orcatron, the true pioneer in wireless underwater commu- 
nications. Easy-to-afford, easy-to-use and easy-to-maintain, Scubaphone Sport 
just might be a diver’s new best friend. For more information and the name of your 
local dealer, call 1-888-H20-FONE, or visit us at our web site: www.orcatron.com. 


«SCUBAPHONE » 


‘Orcatron Communications Ltd. 1595 Kebet Way, Port Coquitlam, B.C. Canada V3C 5W9 Tel: 604-941-7909 Fax: 604-941-7517 
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Parrots Landing, Grand Cayman Island 


April 12 tot 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL GLEASON 


t’s a dive/snorkel vacation packed with 

all kinds of exciting extras! It’s a photo 
contest but you don’t even need to 
know how to use an U/W camera to win 
first place. It’s a Fish Identification 
Contest but you don’t need to know an 
angelfish from a butterflyfish before you 
get there. Divers and snorkelers can 
participate, So no one in the family has 
to feel left out. It costs no more than a 
regular vacation but you can win thou- 
sands of dollars in prizes by just going 
diving and taking some photos. A team 
of experts is available to help you learn 
both fish |.D. and photography. There’s 
a schedule that can keep you busy hav- 
ing fun day and night or you can just kick 
back at the pool if you feel like it. What is 
diving’s newest and most unique vaca- 
tion/contest? 

It’s the Nikonos Fish |.D. Challenge and 
it takes place on Grand Cayman April 12 
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through 19, 1997. It is brought to you by 
the sponsors of the world’s largest under- 
water photo contest, the Nikonos Shoot- 
out. But there’s a big difference. While the 
Shootout is a photo contest designed for 
U/W photographers, the Fish |.D. 
Challenge is designed for all divers and 
snorkelers regardless of experience. The 
name of the game in the Fish I|.D. 
Challenge is to find and take a snapshot of 
as many different species of fish as possi- 
ble. The photos don’t have to be great— 
the judges just need to be able to identify 
the fish. Points are scored for each 
species and totaled daily—prizes are 
awarded throughout the week. The event 
ends with an awards ceremony on Friday 
night, where more prizes are distributed to 
those participants with the most points, 
funniest photos and a variety of other cate- 
gories. All week long, guests are given the 
opportunity to participate in lectures and 
informal mini-workshops that provide all 
the tips and techniques you might need to 
win the contest. 


WHO CAN PARTICIPATE 

Both snorkelers and certified divers 
may participate in the Challenge. All par- 
ticipants must pre-register, stay at the 
Treasure Island Resort and dive with 
Parrots Landing, one of Grand Cayman’s 
leading dive operators. There are no age 
restrictions and participants do not need 
any prior photographic experience. 


THE COMPETITION 

Beginning on Sunday morning, each 
contestant will receive a free roll of Kodak 
film. Participants will have from 8:00 am to 
1:00 pm to find and photograph fish. 
Certified divers must use Nikon or 
Nikonos camera bodies and any type of 
accessories or housings. Snorkelers may 
also use Nikonos cameras or any other 
type of U/W camera. All you have to cap- 
ture on film is enough of the fish so that 
the judges (all experts in fish identification) 
can tell what it is. You will then earn points 
for each fish you shoot and your score is 
recorded by the Challenge staff. During 
the first three days of competition, guests 
will receive a list of fish they are supposed 
to “hunt” for each day. Only the fish ap- 
pearing on that day’s list will be eligible to 
earn contest points. 
e Sunday: Dive and camera orientation, 

plus the ten most common reef fish. 


photo/Geri Murphy 






The 290 room Treasure Island Resort is 
the host hotel for the Nikonos Fish I.D. 
Challenge and the center of all activities. 





Contestants review film and identify fish at 
Film Selection. Points are awarded for cor- 
rect identification and scarcity of the fish. 


RY ? ots a | 
Lectures and mini-workshops provide the 
necessary Skills to be a Challenge winner. 





e Monday: Twenty common reef fish 
e Tuesday: Twenty different reef fish 
e Wednesday: Open 
e Thursday: Open 

On open days, guests may photograph 
any type of fish they find and will earn 
points based on the scarcity of that par- 
ticular fish. Contestants will receive a free 
U/W slate in order to keep track of which 
fish they have already captured on film. 


FISH SELECTION 

After you have successfully found and 
photographed the fish, you review your 
film (Usually in the afternoon) and |.D. 
your fish for that day. You earn one point 
for correct identification and from one to 
five bonus points for the scarcity of that 
particular fish. Nikonos Fish |.D. 
Challenge staff will check your photo for 
correct |.D. and award you points. The 
staff is also on hand to help with photo 
tips, fish finding tips and to answer any 
questions you might have. (Note: There 
is an additional charge of $10 per roll of 
film for processing that is not included in 


asquirrelfish. _ ae 


your basic Nikonos Fish |.D. Challenge 
travel package.) : 


LECTURES 

In addition to the overall contest brief- 
ing and orientation on the first day of the 
competition, there will be a lecture every 
evening (Sunday through Wednesday) 
that will help you identify the fish you will 
search for the next day. In addition to 
hints on identifying the fish, you will also 
learn where these fish usually hang out, 
get an idea of their daily work schedule 
and behavior and receive tips on how to 
photograph them. 


MINI-WORKSHOPS 
In addition to the lectures and con- 
tests, a series of optional mini-work- 
shops will be offered each afternoon. 
Some will take place in the classroom fa- 


=- 


cilities at Treasure Island or on boats for 
those guests wishing to make an optional 
afternoon dive. You can learn all about: 

e Basic Underwater Photography: For 
those who have never used a camera 
or want to review basic functions and 
techniques. 

e Snorkeling Photography: Tips and 
techniques for snorkelers who are par- 
ticipating in the Nikonos Fish |.D. 
Challenge. 

e Computer Diving: All certified divers 
will have the opportunity to dive with a 
computer (even if you don’t own one) 
for the entire week—this workshop will 


REEF Fish Identification 
may be the essential 
bible for the contest 

elu) ai m-w ego) elle) i 

best read topside! 


ensure you know how to use one. 

e Advanced U/W Photography: Ad- 
vanced photo techniques for experi- 
enced shooters, including an introduc- 
tion to housed camera systems. 

e Field Fish |.D.: For guests wishing to 
learn more about fish. Includes class- 
room and afternoon Fish I.D. trips. 

e Buoyancy Control Workshops: Better 
buoyancy control lets you get closer to 
fish, take better photographs, use less 
air and enjoy every dive more. 

e Camera Maintenance Workshops: 
Tips and techniques for keeping U/W 
cameras dry at all times and working at 
peak performance. 

e REEF Field Trips: REEF is the leading 
organization specializing in fish identifi- 
cation and is actively involved in field 
projects that help determine the health 
of coral reefs around the world. 


photo/Geri Murphy 


THE PORTFOLIO CONTEST 

While the majority of prizes will be 
awarded in the Fish |.D. part of the 
Nikonos Fish |.D. Challenge, contestants 
can also win prizes for excellent photog- 
raphy as well! At week’s end, guests will 
be invited to pick five of their best pho- 
tographs (or most unusual) and enter 
those as their week long Portfolio. These 
photos will be judged on photographic 
excellence and unusual lighting, compo- 
sition and tone. The Portfolio winner’s 
photograph will be published in a future 
issue Of SKIN DIVER Magazine. All win- 
ners in the contest, both Portfolio and 















Fish |.D., will have their names published 
in SKIN DIVER as well. 


CONCLUSION 

The Nikonos Fish !.D. Challenge 
promises to be one of the most unique 
and exciting events ever offered to 
divers. For the cost of a regular vacation 
(plus a couple of extra dollars for film 
processing), guests will enjoy an oppor- 
tunity to win thousands of dollars in 
prizes, learn more about fish, improve 
or learn U/W photography and partici- 
pate in informative mini-workshops. 
Throw in meeting lots of other interest- 
ing divers and snorkelers and a couple 
of parties and you have a fun filled event 
for the entire family. For more informa- 
tion, call WaterHouse Photo Tours at 
(800) 272-9122, (805) 451-2228 or fax 
(805) 451-5147. 
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PRIZES!!! 


e Cayman Vacations 
e Nikonos Cameras 
e Parrots Landing Dive Packages 
e Nikonos Lenses & Strobes 























Saturday: Arrival and check-in Quick Check: Camera/Strobes (15 min.) 







Ongoing Mini-work- Computer Diving: Getting Started 
shops (15 min.) e Sea Quest Computers 
7:00 pm Welcome Reception Basic U/W Photography (30 min.) e Henderson Divewear 
8:00 pm Fish |.D. Challenge Basic Snorkel Photography (30 min. : 
P Griantation : graphy ( e PADI Videos and CD-Roms 






COO D OHDOT ATOASOSSHSEHAHSOOSESSEOSOSHSH SORES SEO SES DOT AOSOHSEOSES STO SSHTOSTSHTSDSOSSS HOS SHSSOSOTSESSUSSESSSHSOHES SSS SESSEOSESHTS OS HSSSSSSESSSHHGSSOOSHSETESHAESSOE 





e Aquatica Photo Accessories 












Sunday: 8:00 am Dive Orientation Basic Fish Photography (1 hour) 
8:30-1:00 Ten Most Common Computer Diving (1 hour) e Sea Quest BCs and Dive Gear 
Reef Fish Competition Fish |.D. Basics (1 hour) =o Heme ' Sui 
Afternoon Mini-workshops Advanced U/W Photo Intro (1 hour) enderson Lycra Suits 
6:00 pm Lecture: Twenty Buoyancy Control Intro (30 min.) ¢ Southern Nikonos Annual Tune-Ups 
R kel Phot hy (1h . 
paalene U o : ornare a ; ror a at e PADI Books/Encyclopedias 
onday: 8:30-1: wenty Common alanced Buoyancy Control (boat dive ; 
Reef Fish Competition Basic Fish Photo (boat) ¢ REEF Fish LD. Books 
Afternoon Mini-workshops Advanced U/W Photo (boat) e REEF Field I.D. Kits 
4:00 pm Fish Selection Camera Maintenance : A " 
6:00pm __ Lecture: Twenty Snorkel Photo Techniques ¢ Daily Super “SurPRIZES 





Different Reef Fish How to |.D. Fish 


OOOOH OSE SO DSO OSHHOS EHO HOSES SEHOHSSEHEOH SHOTS OSE RSORSCOSSSESSSHSOSESHHOHTSES SOS OSTSS ESO STO HTS HHTSSTSS SSCS HOSHSSTSSSSTESHHSCT EST SSOTTSESOSSSSOSOCHOSSOSTOSTOTSOSEREOLOOLES 


Tuesday: 9:00-1:00 Twenty Different Introduction to REEF 


The Portfolio Contest winner’s photo- 
graphs will be published in a future issue of 



















Reef Fish Competition Basic Fish Photography SKIN DIVER Magazine. All winners will have 
Afternoon Mini-workshops Advanced U/W Photo (boat) their names published in the same issue. 
4:00 pm Fish Selection Photo Buoyancy Control (boat) 
6:00 pm Lecture: Unusual Fish Fish Photo Techniques 
Wednesday: 8:30-1:00 Open Fish Competition Sea Quest BC/gear dive 
Afternoon Mini-workshops Advanced U/W Photo (boat) LECTURERS 
4:00 pm Fish Selection Creating Your Portfolio 
6:00 pm Lecture: Rare Fish REEF Field Dive (boat) Laddie Aikens: Executive Director, REEF 









Fish Secrets 


SCOP OAAHHS AHH SSHESH ETH EOHSOTOO DSO ROSSES SOO TO DISH OH OOS HOSES STOSOSSOSSEHSOSHSHLODSO SSS SOSSIOHOOSOSOT TOO TOS TSSSOSSOHSO SSH SOSSOSHSSSOHEOEHO STO SOTTO S OHO STHTOHETETHEES 


Thursday: 8:30-1:00 OpenFish Competition Sea Quest BC/gear dive (boat) 






Frank Fennell: General Manager, 
Underwater Products, Nikon 











Afternoon Mini-workshops REEF Field Dive (boat) y 
4:00pm ___ Fish Selection Dive with Photo Pros (boat) Scott Frier: Professional Market 
Evening § Guest’s Choice Judging a Portfolio Technical Representative, Nikon 
Be tsi AT Ae Gi ae on RE TY CS ke LE 2 a Stephen Frink: Professional U/W 
Friday: Morning No contests, Dive with Photo Pros (boat) Photojournalist 










Normal diving schedule 
1:00-5:00 Final Fish Selection 
Portfolio Selection 
8:30 pm Awards Ceremony 
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Check out and travel day 


Bill Gleason: Publisher and Editor, SKIN DIVER 


Bob Warkentin: Southern Nikonos 
Service Center 







Harry Ward: Caribbean Manager, Sea Quest 





TRAVEL INFORMATION 
$9o92 & per person/double occupancy 
(Single, snorkeler and non-diver rates are also available.) 


The package includes eight day/seven night accommoda- __ tance to all lectures, mini-workshops and parties. Air fare 
tions at Treasure Island Resort; six days of two tank diving (special contest rates are available) and film processing 
from Parrots Landing, plus unlimited shore diving; airport ($10 per roll) are not included. All participants must stay at 
transfers, hotel taxes and gratuities; all entry and registra- | Treasure Island Resort, dive with Parrot’s Landing and 
tion fees for the Challenge; Kodak contest film; and admit- register and book through WaterHouse Photo Tours. 


WATERHOUSE PHOTO TOURS: 
(800) 272-9122 (305) 451-2228 
(305) 451-5147 (fax) 
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Nikon ¢ Skin Diver Magazine ¢« WaterHouse Photo Tours 
Henderson ¢ Kodak ¢ PADI ¢ Parrots Landing « REEF 
Treasure Island Resort *« Sea Quest ¢ Southern Nikonos Service Center 
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The Nikonos Underwater Photography ide melelmmiacia-xollelhavir-leemmbliiliamuule(-t 
System can put the thrill, adventure and angle lens. | 

fulfillment of diving into perfect focus ) 

for you. With the world’s most techno- To fully unleash your creative potential, 
logically advanced underwater cameras, 24d the Nikonos RS underwater 


lenses and accessories, only the ocean Photography system. When you look 
itself offers more possibilities. through the unbelievably bright, remark- 


ably lifelike actionfinder of the Nikonos 
The Nikonos-V is the ideal underwater RS, the world’s only underwater SLR 
camera. It's designed for every underwater camera, an amazing new world of 
Late corele:] elit lamiceliam elle ialar-lam comy-r-tvolat-le mmm Ulavel-Te-y-r-Minar-leliire meet ml Male lil 
professional. And even first-timers can before your eyes. 
experience stunning results. Just let 
Nikonos-V‘s ultra-reliable automation True reflex viewing, the world’s most 


help you capture beautifully vivid color | 4d4vanced autofocus system, Nikonos’ 
and crystal clear images. ultra-sophisticated matrix metering and 


other technological advancements that 

Start with macro photography, using border on the miraculous, bring you 
extension tubes. Then, as your taste for creative possibilities that only a few 
adventure grows, you can take on the years ago were an underwater photog- | 
challenge of rapher’s fantasy. 
wide-angle ee 
photography ' | The Nikonos-V and the Nikonos RS — 

? they put the universe of underwater 


excitement right in 4 
oa ona Nikon 
, We take the world’s 
greatest pictures: — 
Yours. - 


© 1994 Nikon Inc. 


















<4 The intriguing world tia if. 
of macro photography it 
_ with a Nikonos-V and 
extension tubes Is 
always exciting. 
_TTL automatic flash 
operation provides 
_ reliable exposures. 





Reef panoramas are easy work for 
the 13mm Fisheye-Nikkor lens on 
the RS, with an incredible 170° view 
of the underwater realm. 4 


a The magnificent wide angle palette 
of coral colors articulately rendered 
with a 15mm Nikkor lens on a 
Nikonos-V. A compact system, 
designed for fast, easy handling. 
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The 50mm Micro-Nikkor is the workhorse & 
lens of the Nikonos RS system. Capable of 
continuous focusing to life-size reproduction, 
this is the best tool for capturing the elusive 
beauty of shy marine life. 














> \ “Xk - - 
= Ri * Ne Ea ee 4 oP 
5 “- + ’ ; eas 
ved Seton ety ~. en 
«eer tee : 
Ex se > od a, - + . 


—« 


= re 

OE Samat Fo 
= ¢ 
ow 


tt 
~~ 
Os 


Mata Froth ae 
eae Aa 


a ~ 7 e J 
«he Ra * : 
- eat A. - > 
P = . - — ‘ * 
RTD ay tee 5 Ae eore, yeah 
ee es gig Ln eee 
a wit wee & —— . 
bs * -" = 
e . AY Ea ie 
c - 
Or 


been better 
equipped 
to take 
the other 
three-fourths oe. 
of the 
world’s 


greatest 


oe ek sy fs By (i 4 ‘ & . A 

dvanced housing that lets you take full - 
and the cornplete line of Nikkor lenses. 
yr Strength and precision, it’s amazingly 


of 
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, PX EAN GTA  anelectronic back insert, lets you customize menu functions. For a brochure on the 
Distribu Nikonincn. = =——~S™S™~CSNS:—S—SSC Autti 9 and the int of Aquatica” housings, call 1-B00-NIKON-35, 
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DIVER’S CALENDAR 


Cayman Madness 

Bob Soto’s Diving and Caribbean Dive 
Tours are hosting seven consecutive 
weeks of diving and social events through 
October 24 (not including October 4 to 
10). This “dive and party” week-long 
package includes round trip airfare via 
Cayman Airways or Northwest Airlines, 
accommodations, daily diving and social 
activities, featuring the popular underwa- 
ter treasure hunt, a beach luau and rum 
punch/steel band party. Additionally, there 
will be free dive equipment testing and use 
of Nikonos V cameras and strobes. 
Hundreds of prizes, totaling $75,000, will 
be given away. 

For more information, contact Carib- 
bean Dive Tours at (800) 786-3483; fax 
(404) 565-0129, = 


Texas Trashfest 

The Texas Gulf Coast Council of Diving 
Clubs will conduct its 21st annual 
Trashfest on October 5. The ecological 
dive will take place in New Braunfels, 
Texas, and focus on the Comal River and 
its banks. There is a $10 entry fee; an 
awards presentation, dinner and door 
prizes will follow the dive and are included 
in the fee. Registration begins at 8:00 am 
at Prince Solms Park. 

For information, contact Gene or Sara 
Baugher at 4426 Smooth Oak, Houston, 
Texas 77058 or call (713) 433-4761, = 


Tenth Annual Public 


Safety Diver Forum 

The tenth annual public safety diver na- 
tional forum will be held October 8 to 11 
at the Fraternal Order of Police, Lake 
Conway Facility, Orlando, Florida. Besides 
practical training for law enforcement and 
fire/rescue divers, teams of two divers can 
compete for prizes. Tuition is $250 per 
team and includes the Michigan State 
Police STAR program, DAN oxygen 
provider course, introduction to nitrox, per- 
sonal watercraft basic rescue and more. 

For information, contact Detective Ketron 
Brown at (407) 836-4570, ext. 77240. 
Packages are also available from Central 
Florida Emergency Services Institute, 2966 
W. Oakridge Road, Orlando, Florida 32809; 
phone (407) 855-3281. = 


Focus on Film 

The Monterey County Film Commission 
will host world famous diver/environmen- 
talist Jean-Michel Cousteau and noted 
U/W cinematographer Chuck Davis for its 
Focus on Film lecture October 9 at the 
Steinbeck Forum in Monterey, California. 
Jean-Michel Cousteau and Chuck Davis 


tion of UW filming and use film clips from 
their personal adventures to illustrate cre- 
ative methods of capturing U/W visions. 
Tickets will be $15; $10 for students. 
For information or tickets, contact the 
film commission at (408) 646-0910. == 


Smithsonian Symposium 

The 1996 AAUS Scientific Diving 
Symposium will be held October 10 
through 13 at the Smithsonian Institution 
in Washington, D.C. The focus of this 
years’ symposium will be “Methods and 
Techniques of Underwater Research.” 

For information, contact the symposium 
chair, Michael Lang at (202) 786-2815 or 
e-mail: asrem010@sivm.si.edu. = 


Texas Divers Flea Market 

The Bay Area Divers will present its 
21st annual scuba divers flea market 
October 12 at 5001 Nasa Road 1, 
Webster, Texas. The flea market will offer 
excellent deals on new and used diving 
equioment and accessories; food and 
drink will also be available. There is a $2 
admission charge and the market will be 
open from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

For more information, contact Bob 
O’Steen at (713) 331-0258, = 


YMCA Scuba Convention 

The 37th annual convention of the 
National YMCA Scuba Program will be 
held November 15 to 17 at the Huntsville 
Marriott and U.S. Space and Rocket 
Center in Huntsville, Alabama. The con- 
vention is open to all divers regardless of 
affiliation. 

For information, contact the National 
YMCA Scuba Program at 5825-2A Live 
Oak Parkway, Atlanta, GA 30093-1728 or 
phone (770) 662-5172. = 


International Underwater 
Medicine Symposium 

The Federation Francaise d'Etudes et 
Sports sous-Marins, in association with 
the World Underwater Federation (CMAS), 
will hold an international symposium on 
breath hold diving December 6 to 7 in 
Paris, France. The physiology, psychology, 
limits and techniques of breath hold diving, 
as related to professional and recreational 
activities, will be discussed. 

For more information, contact Dr. Michel 
Leloup at 21 rue Voltaire, 93100 Montreuil, 
France or call 01 48 70 92 98; fax 01 48 70 
7190, = 
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Dixie Divers 
South East Diving 
Institute 


PADI CDC Prepares Students 
For a Scuba Career 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHIRLEY VANDERBILT 


y first job in the dive industry was to 

hose down the charter boat follow- 
ing each dive trip. After mastering that il- 
lustrious Skill, | was allowed to load gear, 
fill the water tank and handle lines. 
Eventually | moved up to my real goal of 
guiding dives and driving the boat. 

While chatting with the staff at South 
East Diving Institute (SEDI), a discussion of 
the labor intensive apprenticeship of the 
“old days” brought to mind my trials as a 
divemaster/first mate. It was a time when 
instructors learned from the bottom up, lit- 
erally. They swept the floors, emptied the 
trash and then, day by day, gradually 
learned the intricacies of airfills, equipment 
repair and finally dive instruction. Those of 
us who have been in the business for 
awhile would likely agree that extensive 
knowledge acquired in apprenticeship 
generally results in quality dive profession- 
als who are not only certified but also quali- 
fied. It is this qualification that the staff 
members of SEDI intend for their students. 

The technical dive age is upon us, with 
the advent of enriched air, rebreathers, 
underwater communication devices, inte- 
grated computerized systems and the 
like. With these innovations comes a 
tremendous responsibility for instructors 
to be knowledgeable about not only basic 
diving skills but also a whole spectrum of 
dive equipment and dive experiences. To 
meet this challenge, SEDI is in the pro- 
cess of expanding its professional educa- 
tion curriculum to further enhance its PA- 
DI Career Development Center (CDC) 
standards. Understanding that many of 
today’s dive career candidates do not 
have the luxury of a long term apprentice- 
ship, SEDI has devised an approach that 
utilizes a structured educational mode to 
provide much of the technical knowledge 
that would be available through extended 
on the job training. With this approach, 
students gain the same type of knowl- 
edge in a shorter amount of time—cer- 
tainly a priority in this modern age. 

With a move in this direction, SEDI has 
acquired the expertise of Dave Schubert, 
a PADI course director who is highly 
qualified in several areas of technical div- 
ing, to oversee its training program. 
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Future plans are focused on integrating 
these technical offerings into the insti- 
tute’s curriculum. SEDI is currently offer- 
ing full training in enriched air (nitrox) div- 
ing as well as instructor certification. 
Additionally, the school offers DAN oxy- 
gen training and certification. 

SEDI’s innovative approach to dive 
education has roots in the history of 
Dixie Divers, one of South Florida’s 
biggest success stories. Dixie Divers be- 
gan as a fledgling shop in Ft. Pierce, 
Florida nearly 20 years ago. Today it op- 
erates as a multi-faceted industry leader 
with 13 PADI Five Star facilities state- 
wide, an extensive dive 
travel network, franchise 
opportunities, communi- 
ty college courses and a 
professional training in- 
stitute with two campus- 
es. In creating the train- 
ing institute, the original 
intent of Dixie Divers was 
to provide highly quali- 
fied instructors to staff 
the retail stores and 
teach classes. That 
same high standard is 
what motivates the con- 
tinuing changes at SEDI 
to provide quality with 
each and every certification. 

Each SEDI training program (offered 
12 times throughout the year) begins 
with open water certification and ends 
with resort management. In between 
you'll find the usual PADI stepping 
stones to instructor certification: ad- 
vanced open water, medic first aid/DAN 
oxygen, rescue, divemaster, and the 
IDC (Instructor Development Course) 
and IE (Instructor Evaluation). But that’s 
only the beginning. Your marketability in 
the dive industry Is directly proportional 
to the skills you have to offer a prospec- 
tive employer. As the SEDI staff mem- 
bers point out, the training institute actu- 
ally has three customers: the instructor 
candidate, the prospective employer 
and the prospective student of the fu- 
ture. With SEDI’s career track program, 
all three customers are guaranteed sat- 








In-water training and instruction takes 
place at SEDI’s Olympic sized pool 
(above) at the Ft. Pierce campus. Below: 
The Duane off Key Largo is the ideal 
training ground for the wreck specialty. 


isfaction. First there is the institute’s 
money back guarantee (as approved 
and reviewed by PADI) for certification 
through the IDC. Then there’s a guaran- 
tee accompanying the employment of 
graduates from the resort management 
course, including re-training or a cash 
refund for the employer. With these 
guarantees in place, the satisfaction of 
the third customer, the student of the fu- 
ture, is more readily assured. 

In an effort to maximize the quality of 
training, SEDI has also instituted major 
changes in the Master Scuba Diver 
Trainer (MSDT) and Resort Management 
curriculum. Photography and equipment 
repair training have been removed from 
the MSDT segment and integrated into 
the two week resort management pro- 
gram, giving students more extensive 
time to master these technical skills. 











MSDT qualifies the instructor to teach 
specialities in many areas, some of 
which include wreck, night and deep 
diving, naturalist and search and rescue. 
Prior to the resort management seg- 
ment, students may also complete 
courses in medic first aid and DAN oxy- 
gen instructor, nitrox diver and instruc- 
tor, and continuing education counselor. 

In addition to the institute’s reputation 
as a leader in quality dive training and its 
warm family atmosphere, there are 
many aspects of SEDI that stand out. 
Two campuses offer students their 
choice of collegiate environment or trop- 
ical resort setting. The main campus, 
just outside Ft. Pierce, is a five acre par- 
adise nestled among fragrant orange 
groves and luscious Florida palm trees. 
The homestyle dorm accommodates up 
to 16 students free of charge, witha 
porchfront Olympic sized pool, hottub, 
lockers and patio for barbecues. 
Facilities include laundry, kitchen, VCR in 
the den, alarge classroom and a mock 
retail store and repair shop in the adja- 
cent administrative building. Best of all, 
the Ft. Pierce campus accesses the 
beautiful reefs of Palm Beach County, 
with prolific marine life and clear Gulf 
Stream currents. Here you're likely to 
see many migrating pelagic species 
brought in by the stream and a wealth of 
year-round residents. 

In contrast, Key Largo offers an island 
style campus within a resort setting. 
Accommodations range from luxury ho- 
tels to campgrounds. And, North 
America’s only living coral reef system in 
the national park becomes your class- 
room. The Key Largo retail facility serves 
as the base of operations for photo and 
video specialities with an abundance of 
subjects in the waters offshore. Of 
course, as a SEDI student in Ft. Pierce, 
you'll still have plenty of opportunity to 
dive the Keys during MSDT and resort 
training. If you prefer, you may arrange a 
schedule that combines both campuses 
or just attend your IDC in Key Largo. 

As a PADI CDC, the institute offers the 
opportunity to embark upon training with 
as little as six months’ experience and 
60 dives. However, before becoming 
qualified to actually teach, students will 
need a full year’s experience and 100 
dives—all the more reason to come to 
sunny Florida to spend time with the 
great marine life and colorful coral reefs. 
Whatever your choice, Dixie Divers now 
offers a travel hotline for arranging every- 
thing from travel to recreation. This same 
hotline is available to all Dixie Divers cus- 
tomers. Call (800) DIVE US 1ST. To re- 
ceive your 1997 training schedule from 
SEDI, as well as a complete packet of in- 
formation on courses, prices, accom- 
modations and placement services, call 
(800) FL-PADI. = 
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FLAMINGO BEACH RESORT 
& CASINO 


invites you to celebrate 


PETER HUGHES 
DIVE BONAIRE’s 
20th Anniversary Special! 


4 NIGHTS 


From as 
low as 


VALUE ADDED FEATURES 
el nlimited boat dives (as scheduled) 
e Unlimited airfills (for shore diving) 
¢ $.20,00 per person, per stay, beverage credit 
¢ $20.00 per room match play at Flamingo Casino 


PBier-tfughes Diting 


(800) 367-3484 


Price quoted is for a four (4) night stay, per person based on double occupancy and is 
valid from April 8, 1996 thru December 20, 1996. Price includes air-conditioned 
accommodations in a Standard room, roundtrip airport/hotel transfers, complimentary 
buoyancy control clinic, the above mentioned VALUE ADDED FEATURES, all taxes 


and service charges on package features. Local phone : (919) 419-3484. 
©SD/AD 1996 


per 
persori, 
dbl. occ. 








circle #315 on Reader Service Card 


TIARA BEACH RESORT 


FREE: 
1 Night and 
I Day of Diving 


(7 night minimum) 


From as 
low as 


PAY LESS AND 
DIVE WITH THE BEST! 
Free ;: One night accommodations (pay for 6, stay 7) 
Free ; One day diving (pay for 5, dive 6) 
Applies to Monday thru Thursday arrivals only! 
Experience the world class dive sites of 
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. 


(800) 367-3484 


Price quoted is per person, per night double occupancy, based on 
7 nights stay. Free offer does not include meals or beverages. Offer 
valid thru December 10, 1996. One person, per room, must be certified 
diver. This offer is not available to groups. Offer is subject to 
availability and may change without notice.’ Other restrictions may apply. 
Local phone : (919) 419-3484. 


per person, 
per night. 
dbl. occ. 
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I METAL DETECTORS 


Minelab’s Excalibur 


Amphibious Metal Detector Finds “Treasure” Fast 
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 


hether you search for lost coins 

at the neighborhood park, lost 
jewelry in the waters beneath a dock 
or ancient Spanish treasure from a 
galleon wreck, you won't have much 
success without a metal detector. 
And, for maximum search capa- 
bility, your best bet is an am- 
phibious model. Minelab’s , 
Excalibur could be just what "4 
you're looking for. Not only (7 ) 
will it allow you to search ‘ 
on dryland, inthe surfor « 
underwater to 200 feet, 
it will also dramatical- 
ly increase your Suc- 
cess rate because , 
you can tune out 





signals from un- 
wanted items 
such as pull tabs. 

The Excalibur is a 
handy, powerful de- 
vice. It operates ona 
broad spectrum of fre- 
quencies from 1.5 to 
25.5 kHz, which al- 
lows it, and you, to be 
very selective about the tar- 
gets registered. Its microprocessor al- 
so eliminates interference from miner- 
als and salt, so the target signals heard 
in the headphones will be distinct. And 
these signals (beeps) vary both in in- 
tensity and tone, depending on the 
size and composition of the target. 










Thus, with a little practice, you’llhavea — 


14 > SKINDIVER OCTOBER 1996 






























photo/PPC staff photographer 2 
Lynne McCready $ 


tA very good 
| idea of what 
you've found be- 
fore you dig for it. 
The Excalibur can be 
set up for topside or 
underwater detecting 
by using different ex- 
tensions to adjust the 
overall length from 31 
to 52 inches. It Is light- 
weight (five pounds in 
dive configuration, with 
batteries and head- 
phones) and sturdy. 
Made of noncorrodible 
fiberglass, plastic and 
stainless steel, it also 
has a unique modular 
arrangement. Not only 
do the shaft sections 
clip together, so do the 
electronics and battery cylinders. This 
makes rinsing and cleaning easier and 
the battery cylinder can quickly be re- 
placed with a backup, if necessary. 

The Excalibur comes with one re- 
chargeable battery pack and a charger. 
(It can also be operated on eight AA al- 
kaline cells.) A full charge (12 to 14 
hours) will power the detector for 10 to 
15 hours of operation. When batteries 
run low a very distinct tone will sound 
every 30 seconds. 

The Excalibur operates in two 
modes, Pin Point or Disc, selected by 

(Continued on Page 53) 








The Bahamas | 
DISCOVER OUR DIVERSITY 


‘ 


euveesmmmememeny o/2 | jo 
l-800-866-DIVE 


or one of these 
Bahamas Dive Operators: 








Abaco | 
Brendal’s Dive Shop......... 800-780-9941 


Dive ADACO.: i.cclisoctoneeaes 800-247-5338 
Great Abaco Beach | 
Undersea Adventures ...... 800-327-8150 
Spanish Cay Diving.......... 809-365-0083 
Walker’s Cay 

Undersea Adventures ...... 800-327-8150 


Andros 
Small Hope Bay Lodge ....800-223-6961 
Bimini , 
Bimini Undersea 
ACVentureS..........cc.eceeeeeeee 800-348-4644 


Cat Island 
Cat Island Dive Center .....809-342-3053 
Fernandez Bay Village......800-940-1905 


Eleuthera/Harbour Island 


Romora Bay Club............. 809-333-2323 
Valentine’s Dive Center ....800-383-6480 
Exuma 

Exuma Fantasea ..........065 800-760-0700 
Grand Bahama/ Freeport 

The Underwater 

Explorers Society ............. 800-992-DIVE 
Xanadu Undersea 
ACVentures..........0..e.0eceeees 800-327-8150 
Long Island 

Stella Maris Resort........... 800-426-0466 
New Providence/ Nassau 

Bahama Divers................- 800-398-DIVE 
Custom Aquatics ............. 809-362-1492 
Dive Dive Dive .................. 800-368-3483 
Diver’s Haven ................... 809-393-0869 


Nassau Scuba Centre...... 800-327-8150 
Stuart Cove’s 


Dive South Ocean ............ 800-879-9832 
Sur Divers:...J5 42 Saeae 800-298-4786 
Sunskiff Divers ................. 800-331-5884 
San Salvador 

Riding Rock inin!...2....4.8 800-272-1492 


Live-Aboard Dive Boats 

Blackbeard’s Cruises. ....... 800-327-9600 
Bottom Time Adventures .800-234-8464 
Nekton Diving Cruises .....800-899-6753 


Out Island Voyages ......... 800-241-4591 
Sea Dragon \ iinet 954-522-0161 
Sea Fever Diving Cruises .800-443-3837 
The Dream Team............... 800-741-5335 


© 1995, Bahamas Ministry of Tourism/Bahamas Diving Association 
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Fish Poisoning 


S ome species of marine life cause ill- 
ness when eaten by humans. 
Illnesses related to eating toxic fish are 
becoming more common in the United 
States because of increased fish con- 
sumption. You don’t have to eat a toxic 
fish in the tropics—the toxic fish can be 
sent to you wherever you are. Of the 
many types of poisoning, four stand out 
because of their seriousness. These are 
ciguatera, paralytic shellfish poisoning 
(PSP), scombroid poisoning and tetro- 
dotoxin poisoning. 

There are many reports of ciguatera 
poisoning in tropical latitudes. One small 
epidemic was described on a live-aboard 
dive boat, where all the divers became 
sick from eating fish caught on the reefs. 
A case of scombroid poisoning was de- 
scribed in a Midwest hospital when a 
Marlin was purchased by the cafeteria 
and served to many of the employees. 
Described below are the characteristics 
of the most common fish toxicities. 


CIGUATERA POISONING 

This is caused by many fish commonly 
found in tropical waters. The toxinis a 
heat-stable compound that originates 
from dinoflagellates (a species of plank- 
ton). The toxin passes through the food 
chain and is concentrated in fish such as 
Red Snapper, Amberjack, Barracuda 
and Surgeonfish. Ingestion of the affect- 
ed fish, whether cooked or raw, can pro- 
duce poisoning. 

The victim usually notices symptoms 
within 12 hours. Often, symptoms will 
appear within minutes. Presentation 
may vary from minor tingling in the 
mouth to coma and death. Tingling sen- 
sations, abnormal hot/cold sensations 
and joint and muscle pains are common. 
Abdominal cramps, diarrhea, nausea 
and vomiting are less common. The dis- 
ease is most severe for 6 to 10 days but 
many victims complain of symptoms for 
a year or more. Some victims have a re- 
currence of symptoms when any fish 
product Is ingested. 

There are no diagnostic tests for the 
victim, although there is a test for the toxin 
in suspected fish. Because the disease is 
common in certain areas, It is important to 
seek advice from natives of the area be- 
fore eating any fish from local waters. 

Treatment of ciguatera poisoning is 
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primarily supportive. A variety of treat- 
ments have been suggested but none 
has been highly successful. The clini- 
cal features of ciguatera are shown in 
the sidebar. 





With increased fish consumption, the in- 

cidence of fish poisoning is on the rise. Be 
aware of the symptoms of these illnesses 
and the origination of the fish you eat. 


PARALYTIC SHELLFISH 
POISONING 

This occurs in humans after inges- 
tion of shellfish contaminated by toxins 
from plankton known as dinoflagel- 
lates, These plankton “bloom” in certain 
temperatures. They often become con- 
centrated enough to color the water. The 
red and yellow tides that occur periodi- 
cally throughout the world are owing to a 
proliferation of these plankton. The high 
concentration may deplete the sea of 
oxygen and cause death of fishes but 
clams or oysters can filter these organ- 
isms and concentrate the toxin in their 
muscles. Contamination may be found in 
mussels, beach and surf clams, razor 
clams and butter clams among others. 

The illness may take on different mani- 
festations. One form causes nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea and abdominal pain. 
Symptoms usually appear about 12 
hours after eating the shellfish. The para- 
lytic type begins with immediate sensa- 
tions of tingling in the mouth and lips after 
eating a contaminated shellfish. The sen- 
sation spreads to the rest of the body. 
Numbness may follow the tingling and ul- 
timately, paralysis develops. Dizziness, 
increased salivation, thirst, difficulty with 
talking and breathing may occur. In some 
subjects the symptoms are typical of an 
allergic reaction, with wheezing and 
swelling of the throat. 

There is no specific treatment. If mouth 
tingling is noticed, the food should be im- 
mediately removed from the mouth. 





When food has been swallowed and the 
victim is sick, vomiting should be induced 
if medical help is not available. When 
muscle paralysis is present, careful 
surveillance of breathing should be done 
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and breathing assis- 
tance provided if necessary. 


SCOMBROID POISONING 

This form of poisoning originates in the 
scombroid fishes, which include tuna, 
mackerel, skipjack, bonito and albacore. 
Epidemics have been related to canned 
tuna. The disease occurs when the fish, 
which are usually safe to eat, are left for 
several hours at room temperature or 
outside in a warm climate. When at room 
temperature for several hours, histidine in 
the muscle tissues is converted to 
saurine, a drug that causes a spicy or 
peppery taste. Within 30 to 60 minutes, 
the subject experiences headache, flush- 
ing, dizziness, throbbing of blood ves- 
sels, palpitations and rapid heart beat. 
Blood pressure may drop. In addition, 
wheezing, hives and shock may occur. 
Other symptoms include nausea, vomit- 
ing, diarrhea, abdominal pain and thirst. 
Treatment includes emptying the stom- 
ach, support for shock and breathing 
support. Antihistamine drugs are consid- 
ered effective. 


TETRODOTOXIN POISONING 
This is typified by the well known fugu 
poisoning in Japan. Fugu poisoning oc- 
(Continued on Page 34) 
























Where Sea, Adventure 
and Discoveries meet. 

An underwater kingdom 
takes me where my mind 
has never gone. 

The water is so warm. 


So clear. 





Around every coral, 
just out of sight, lie new 
discoveries. 

New challenges. 


The world seems so 






~ far away. 
And yet there's an 
Pe untouched sandy beach 


with a swaying 





hammock just waiting. 





Everything is so easy 


to get to. So easy to enjoy. 





What would I give, 
to stay forever? 





Icacos, Puerto Rico. 


We scover L a at e Continent of Discover the Continent of Puerto Rico. 
Right here in the U.S.A. 
Only Puerto Rico puts so many vacation 


For additional a call your travel agent or: 1-800- 800-7827 experiences within your reach. 
For information on Groups & Conventions in Puerto Rico, please contact: 1-800-875-4705 
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Bonaire’s Watersport Recreation Center 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN FRINK 





Top: Magnificent reef structures are just 
below the water’s surface. Above: A color- 
ful formation at Klein Bonaire’s Mi Dushi. 
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he last time | visited Sand Dollar Dive 

and Photo was during the 1996 
Bonaire Nikonos Shootout in June. It was 
a busy week for Bonaire and an especially 
busy time at Sand Dollar, as you would 
expect of the island’s most popular dive 
center. Owner Andre Nahr and | sat for a 
while in the oceanfront Green Parrot 
restaurant reminiscing about how he and 
wife Gabrielle started Sand Dollar Dive and 
Photo with one small boat and a few tanks 
just a decade before. Now they need four 
boats and a staff of 34 (including 17 in- 
structors) to run the show. Andre looked 
back on the growth with obvious pride but 
was quick to point out they remain true to 
the spirit of the small dive shop they used 
to be. Even if only one person signs up for 
a boat dive, that boat still goes out. 
Amazingly, during Shootout week, with 
lots of divers opting for beach dives to 
maximize their in-water time, that hap- 
pened and | watched a dive boat head out 
to Klein Bonaire with one diver. No fuss. 
No trying to move that diver to another 
boat. Just the high level of service 
promised being cheerfully delivered. No 


wonder people come back year after year 
and tell their friends about this operation. 


RESORT INFRASTRUCTURE 

Sand Dollar Dive and Photo operates 
from the waterfront at Sand Dollar 
Condominium Resort. This popular resort 
operates like a fine hotel, complete with 
daily maid service. It offers 73 individually 
owned condominiums for rent (including 
Studio, one, two and three bedroom units, 
each with an ocean view, private terrace, 
full kitchen with microwave, cable TV and 
air-conditioned bedrooms). Finished in 
tasteful white stucco with red barrel tile 
roofs, Sand Dollar’s landscape features 
mature native shrubs and trees. The resort 
overlooks the calm, crystalline Caribbean 
typical of the leeside of Bonaire and is the 
perfect holiday residence. There is a gro- 
cery store and even an ice cream store on 
the property. For those who prefer to leave 
the cooking to someone else, the popular 
Green Parrot Restaurant is at the water’s 
edge, adjacent to the dive center. 
Featuring anew and expanded menu for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner, the Green 








Parrot is a local favorite for fine dining and 
tropical drinks. 


DIVE INFRASTRUCTURE 

The four boats operated by Sand Dollar 
Dive and Photo are Venezuelan built V- 
hulls powered by twin outboards. Rather 
than buy large boats to handle crowds, 
Andre decided to cater to smaller groups 
and offer scheduled departures at 8:45, 
10:45, 1:30 and 3:30 (as well as several 
night boat dives each week). So, even 
though more than 100 people might be 
diving out of Sand Dollar on any given day, 
some will be shore diving and some will be 
on the boats at different times. A pair of 15 
cfm compressors and 16,000 cubic feet 
of air storage handle filling as many as 600 
scuba tanks per day during the peak sea- 
son. Yet the pace seems relaxed, in con- 
trol and remarkably stress free. Andre gra- 
ciously credits his loyal staff of dedicated 
dive professionals for keeping things run- 
ning smoothly. 

Scuba instruction is a big part of the 
Sand Dollar formula and it is a PADI 
Instructor Development Center. Not only 
can visitors learn the basics of scuba with 
a resort course, open water certification or 
an open water completion, they can take it 
all the way to career preparation as a dive- 
master or scuba instructor. Plus, students 
can learn in any of six languages. 

With the U/W photo opportunities for 
which Bonaire is famous, it is no wonder 
photo/video is an important component. 
Resident photo pro Jim Brandon, assisted 
by Julie Morgan, heads a highly service 
oriented photo center featuring both 
Nikonos V and Nikonos RS systems for 
rent, E-6 film processing and newly up- 
graded video edit machines. Jim is espe- 
cially savvy with housed cameras. His 
weekly slide show demonstrates obvious 
technical sophistication and reverence for 
the marine life he artistically portrays. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Sand Dollar Dive and Photo has recent- 
ly expanded into other recreational pur- 
suits well suited to Bonaire and the special 
interests of its clientele. Kayaking has be- 
come very popular owing to the gentle 
seas and miles of easily accessible and 
fascinating coastline. Sand Dollar has tak- 
en this activity to a new level with rental 
Scrambler XT Ocean Kayaks (a little larger 
and more stable than a standard Ocean 
Kayak and equipped with backrests, wa- 
ter bottles and paddle leash). Programs 
include ocean touring, guided kayak 
snorkel trios around the mangrove forests 
of Lac Bay and even a new two day kayak 
dive specialty certification. Snorkeling has 
become a hugely popular activity on 
Bonaire and the Sand Dollar Guided 
Snorkeling Program offers special slide 
shows, reef fish identification programs 
and even night and mangrove snorkel ex- 
peditions. For those who would like to see 








the waterfront at the Sand Dol Elgs eso << 
Below: Ocean Kayaks are availablefor  —__ 
exploring the mangrove forests of Lac Bay. 
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Right: With careful observation, divers 
might find an elusive and delicate sea- 
horse perched motionless on a gorgonian. 


Bonaire from the seat of a mountain bike, 
Cycle Bonaire offers six distinct trails, 
“from the granny class to the pedal- 
smashing masochist league.” Bonaire is 
an island of subtle terrestrial delights and 
seeing it by mountain bike is but one pos- 
sibility. Others may prefer the Bird and 
Nature Adventure, where an air-condi- 
tioned van takes the group to Wash- 
ington-Slagbaai National Park for a guided 
naturalist tour combined with a refreshing 





photo/David Elliott 





snorkel along protected coral reefs. While 
most visitors come to Bonaire for the div- 
ing, Sand Dollar Dive and Photo is intro- 
ducing an enlightened few to the other de- 
lights of this unique tropical isle. 

For further information about the Sand 
Dollar Condominium Resort or any of the 
recreational opportunities presented by 
Sand Dollar Dive and Photo, call (800) 
288-4773 or (407) 774-9292, or directly 
on Bonaire at (011) 599-7-8738. ™* 
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BESEKEP] 
SECRET 
IN DIVING 


is DEcoming oO 
knowledge. 


Simply stated, for the past 25 years 
we have cared more about creating 


comfortable divers than about 
marketing programs. In fact, 
hundreds of thousands of divers have 
gone through our courses, and we 
have won awards for our high quality 
certification products. 

We have made aename within 
the industry, but not necessarily with 
the general diving public. However, 
this is changing as more and more 
dive operators turn to SSI. There are 
now over 1,100 SSI Dealers in 75 
countries, and more people are 
getting certified SSI every year. 


You owe it-to yourself to 
find out more about SSI. 


Contact SSI for more information about SS! 


and the SS! Authorized Dealer nearest to you. 


© 
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SCUBA ACCESSORIES 


SDM Editors Pick Items That Make 
Diving Safer, Easier and More Fun! 


BY TAMARA COLLINS 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 





EDITORS’ 
PICK OF THE MONTH 


lllustrated with col- — 
orful photos of frequently seen fish in — 
Florida, The Bahamas and Caribbean, — 
Scuba Talk, a Keith aguas ele isan — 
all-in-one —- : 
book, with 
fish ID 
hand sig- 
nals, gen- 
eral infor- 
mation and 
interesting facts about the featured fish. 
It also provides space for logbook en- — 
tries, checklists and personal and bud- — 
dy information. This 72 page, five by | 
eight inch spiral bound book has lami- | 





nated covers and pages and retails for _ 


$14.95. Call (617) 332-7965 for a Blue — 
Reef book dealer near you. = 


Solidly engi- 
neered for the extreme U/W environment, 
the FK-840 has a heavy duty plastic, lock- 
ing sheath that holds the knife secure until 
released with the button. The 4% 
inch blade is 






made 
of 420 
stainless 
~ steel, has 
sharp cutting 
i serrated edges, aline cutter anda 
blunt tip. It comes with two rubber straps 
with quick-release buckles and is available 
in eight colors for $59. Call (810) 498-3708 
for the name of a dealer. = 






Diving with a Seaflex weightbelt 
takes away discomfort; traveling with it 
adds convenience—just add weight 
when you reach your destination! 
Neoprene is bonded to a custom layer 
of rubber for comfortable, stretchable 
pockets that will be snug even at depth. 
Two pockets hold up to 20 pounds 
total. Seaflex is avail- : 





Designed for all 
watersports in temperate water, these 
2mm neoprene backed gloves have Kevlar 
palms and fingers for durability, protection 
and gripping power. A pre-curved palm, 
gussets around the fingers and touch-fas- 
tening wrist closure afford a comfortable fit 
and excellent dexterity. Available in black in 
men’s XS through XL (women’s styles are 
also available) for $39.99. For more infor- 
mation, call (G60) 435-6696. =# 





Big 
enough to hold all your gear and built to 
last, this 13 by 30 inch duffel bag is made 
of durable polyester mesh fabric and 
strong, one piece, 1% inch polypropylene 
straps. The bag closes with a YKK zipper 
at the top. There is also a zippered pock- 
et on one end of the bag for storing small 
accessories, a mask, etc. You can fold 
the entire bag into this pocket for travel 
or storage convenience. The bag Is avail- 
able in blue or black for $31 from Sea 
Quest dealers. Call (619) 438-1101 for 
more information, = 


These 
large, tem- 
pered glass 
split lenses 
canbe your ¥ 
windows to 
the remarkable ip: 
underwater world! 

The MK209 
has low volume 
to facilitate clearing, an extra 












soft crystal silicone skirt and 
nose pocket, swiveling strap 
buckles and an easily adjustable mask 
strap for comfort. The MK209’s ABS 
plastic frames are available in six colors 
for $49.95. For the address of an 
Ocean Guide dealer in your area, call 
(310) 212-3220. > 


OUUBA OGHOOLS INTERNATIONAL able with 
2619 Canton Court « Fort Collins, CO 80525-4498 
1-800-892-2702 * (970) 482-0883 « FAX 482-6157 
E-Mail: SSILEN@aol.com / SSIHQ@delphi.com / 
71234,2437@compuserve.com 
Internet: fttp://www.ssiusa.com 


© 1995 CONCEPT SYSTEMS, INC. 









a traditional 
cam style buckle ora 

new one hand, quick-release 
buckle for $89.99. For more information, 
Call (800) 939-5510. = 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY STEPHEN FRINK 


friend stopped by my photo shop the other day to drop 

L Off the film from his dive vacation. He is a dive instructor 

here in Key Largo and,.even though he dives locally six days a 

week, he dreamed of diving the Caribbean. He’d heard of the 

blue water and seen pictures of'gorgeous walls, so he saved 
lalismantelal=\va-lalemilat=\i\"m<01e), ain iclaits's) meio ale) (era a 











| asked him how it all went, 
expecting a rave review given 
his powerful desire to experi- 
ence something new, different 
and supposedly better. 
Instead he replied, “l guess it 
was OK but | soent too much 
money and wasted too much 
of my vacation in an airplane 
instead of underwater. 

“The biggest thing that 
bothered me, however, was 
that there were just no fish. 
The water was clear like it 
was supposed to be and the 
sponges were cool but there 
were no schools of fish. The 
giant schools of grunts and 
snappers we take for granted 
here simply did not exist there 
and | didn’t see a single 
grouper on the reef. 

“| did see one School- 
master from a distance but it 
bolted for dear life with my 
first glance. Forget getting 
close enough for an under- 
water photo. Between fish 
traps, spearfishing, line fish- 
ing and drift nets, those fish 
don’t have a chance. I’m glad 
to be back home here in the 
Keys so | can see some fish!” 

His observation is one |’ve 
made many times, not only in 
the Caribbean but through- 
out much of the diving world. 
Too many countries with lim- 
ited natural resources have 
sold their fishing rights to the 
highest bidder, allowing fac- 
tory fishing fleets to come in 
and decimate the fish popu- 
lations with no regard to 
maintaining breeding stock. 
These same countries allow 
traditional, yet destructive 
and indiscriminate fishing 
practices such as traps and 
gill nets. As the fish become 
scarcer, smaller and smaller 





fish become keepers. 

What kept the Florida Keys 
from falling into the same 
trap? Fortunately, the United 
States had the foresight to 
control its territorial fishing 
rights. Locally, the Florida 
Keys has had a long tradition 
of preservation and reverence 
for its marine life. 

In 1960, the marine life off 
Key Largo was protected from 
spearfishing by the creation of 
the John Pennekamp Coral 
Reef State Park. Pennekamp is 
under the State of Florida’s ju- 
risdiction and, as such, only 
protects the marine life up to 








three miles offshore. The off- 
shore waters along the fringing 
coral reef, where most of the 
sport diving happens, was like- 
wise protected in 1975 with the 
creation of the Key Largo 
National Marine Sanctuary. The 
National Oceanic and At- 
mospheric Administration 
lends its resources to the pro- 
tection of 200 square miles of 
America’s Underwater Won- 
derland. It provides mooring 
buoys to avoid coral damage 
owing to misplaced anchors, 
enforcement for navigational 
errors involving ship ground- 
ings, prohibits spearfishing and 





illegal fishing practices and, of 
course, provides environmen- 
tal education. 

By 1981, the status of the 
Florida Keys as an ecological- 
ly enlightened destination was 
further enhanced with the cre- 
ation of the Looe Key National 
Marine Sanctuary off the 
Lower Keys. Named for the 
HMS Looe, sunk here in 
1744, the Looe Key reef is on- 
ly 5.3 square miles. Contained 
within its boundaries are a rich 
biodiversity and amazing fish 
populations. Here it is illegal 
for a diver to take anything— 
living or dead—from the sea 
and even lobstering (permit- 
ted within the Key Largo 
Sanctuary) is prohibited for 
fear that divers may damage 
coral in their mad pursuit of 
this Succulent crustacean. 

As yet another proof of the 
support for marine conserva- 
tion in the Florida Keys, all 
200 islands are now con- 
tained within the Florida Keys 
National Marine Sanctuary. 
Specific zones of use are tar- 
geted to enhance the enjoy- 
ment of the underwater 
majesty while sustaining pop- 
ulations of fish. 

What does this long history 
of conservation mean to 
divers? It means there are fish 
IN prodigious numbers and 
diversity that don’t associate 
divers with annihilation. This 
makes the marine life far 
more tolerant, significantly 
enhancing underwater photo 
opportunities. Listed below 
are some of the things divers 
are likely to see on the coral 
reefs and shipwrecks of the 
Florida Keys: 

SCHOOLING FISH: The 
Bluestrioed Grunt is the icon 












of the Florida Keys, typically 
seen schooling in large num- 
bers around stands of Elkhorn 
Coral. French Grunts are 
nearly as plentiful and most 
reefs will feature schools of 
Smallmouth Grunts as well. 
Yellowtail Snappers are a fa- 
vorite of local anglers yet still 
seem to cruise the reef in as- 
tonishing numbers. Other 
Keys’ critters that typically 
school in vast numbers in- 
clude Glass Minnows, Goat- 
fish, Gray Snappers, Atlantic 
Spadefish, Horse-eye Jacks, 
Copper Sweepers, Bermuda 
Chubs and Sergeant Majors. 
Even fish that are normally 
solitary, such as Barracuda 
and Blue Tangs, frequently 
school together on the reefs 
of the Florida Keys. 

REEF RESIDENTS: [he beauty 
and preponderance of reef 
dwellers has made this the 
world’s favorite dive destina- 
tion. All manner of Caribbean 
angelfish and butterflyfish ei- 
ther breed here or are trans- 
oorted to these reefs by the 
warm, crystalline Gulf Stream. 
Groupers are common and 
even the Jewfish population is 
beginning to reemerge. Vir- 
tually every species of parrot- 
fish found in the Western 
Hemisphere is here, both 
grazing the reef during the day 
and sleeping in their mucous 
cocoons at night. Wrasse, 
Spotted Drums, stingrays, 
hawkfish, pufferfish, Trumpet- 
fish and triggerfish can likely 
be spotted on any given dive. 
More vigilant fisnwatchers will 
be rewarded with Snook, 
Tarpon, Permit, flounder, jaw- 
fish and lizardfish. 

PREDATORS: [he Florida 
Keys have plenty of sharks 





but a diver is unlikely to see 
them on most dives. | have 
encountered Tiger Sharks, 
Great Hammerheads, Bull 
Sharks and, of course, scores 











of Nurse Sharks, but each 
was a rare and special experi- 
ence. There are even Great 
White Sharks occasionally 
caught by sportfishing char- 





ters along the deepwater pin- 
nacles off Islamorada. Far 
more common are Barracuda 
and eels. Divemasters in 
some areas of the Keys have 
handfed these supposedly 
fierce predators and made 
them far easier to approach 
than is typical in the wild. 

PELAGIC SPECIES: While 
most of the diving is done 
along the spur and groove 
coral formations that com- 
prise the fringing reef, those 
who keep their eyes to the 
blue water farther offshore will 
occasionally be rewarded 
with sightings of Eagle Rays, 
turtles and, on rare instances, 
Whale Sharks. 

THE RARE AND UNUSUAL: 
Keys’ waters also provide 
preferred habitat for some un- 
usual marine creatures. | have 
photographed a Mola-Mola 
(Ocean Sunfish) here and en- 
countered a Blanket Octopus 
(Tremoctopus violaceous), a 
species never before pho- 
tographed in the wild, at 
Molasses Reef, one of the 
world’s most frequently dived 
sites. An alert eye and ample 
time in the water are the only 
requirements to delight a fish- 
watcher, no matter where 
he/she chooses to dive in the 
fabulous Florida Keys. 

The Florida Keys are easily 
accessible via AMERICAN 
AIRLINES, Something Special 
to the Florida Keys, to Miami 
with connecting flights on 
AMERICAN EAGLE to Key West 
or Marathon. For reserva- 
tions, just call (800) 433- 
7300. For more information 
on The Florida Keys and Key 
West, visit our Web Site at 
HTTP://WWW.FLA-KEYS.COM Or 
call (800) FLA-KEYS. 











: | et’s face it. Most people today have lives that 
The 0 it mate can get pretty stressful. When you finally 
have a chance to break away from it all, you want 
‘ a dream dive vacation that truly lets you unwind. 
Islan e [) IVC We’ve found a special place that offers world- 
Class diving, first class treatment and an island 
atmosphere that registers a zero on the stress 
Ret ra aT meter! The first time you visit Laucala (La-THAH- 
La), Fiji, you may even have to pinch yourself just 
to make sure you're not dreaming! 
Laucala is a small, 3,000 acre island that was 3 
TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY originally the getaway for publisher Malcolm 9p: The color streaked sky above Laucala 
BY JACK AND Forbes. It has since become one of the most is reflected in the calm Koro Sea, which ca- 
SUE DRAFAHL prestigious resorts in the world. Still owned and __resses the palm strewn 3,000 acre island. 
operated by Forbes Magazine, the resort is allin- | Above: Soft corals flourish in Fiji’s nutrient 
clusive: food, drink, deep sea fishing, diving, rich currents. Below: A fleet of five dive 
snorkeling, sailing, hiking, tennis, waterskiing oats is at the disposal of Laucala’s guests. 
and laundry services. Everything is designed to , SN 
make your stay as comfortable as possible. 
Before we tell you more about the 
resort, let’s get you there. This is- 
land retreat is remote but easy to 
access. You fly first to Nadi, the inter- 
national hub of Fiji, on the main island of 
Viti Levu. Nadi can be accessed from 
Australia, New Zealand, Hawaii and Japan but 
the most common approach is a direct 10 hour 





Left: Latticed Butterflyfish (Chaetodon rafflesi) 
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Above: Cassiopea sp. undulates through 
inky waters. Below: Beachfront bures 
may entice divers to spend more time on 
this paradisiacal island than on the reefs. 














Air Pacific flight from Los Angeles. You 
then board Sunflower Airlines for a short 
190 mile flight northeast to Laucala. 

At Laucala you will be greeted by 
friendly staff members who will transport 
your luggage to one of seven bures 
(Fijian cottages) along the beach. Each 
exquisitely decorated bure has an air- 
conditioned bedroom and fan ventilated 
living room, bar and kitchen. Your 
kitchen is well stocked with drinks, fruit 
and snacks. There are five single bures 
and two bures that offer two bedrooms. 
Considerable spacing among bures pro- 
vides privacy found in very few resorts in 
the world today. 

Each morning your breakfast is pre- 
pared in your bure by your “bure girl.” 
You decide the night before when you 
want breakfast and your bure girl will 
have It piping hot, ready for you to en- 
joy. Lunch can be served most any- 
where—your bure, Malcolm Forbes’ 
house, on the dive boat, in the Tree- 
house or on the beach—you choose. 
The evening meal is usually at the main 
Plantation House unless a barbecue is 
scheduled near the beach. 

Timetables and schedules at Laucala 
don’t exist. At first, this may surprise you 
but when the staff asks you when and 
where you want to dive, you'll Know 
Laucala is a special place. If you want to 
dive in asmall group or just with your 
buddy, no problem. With five boats avail- 


able, just about any combination of time, 
destination or dive group size is possible. 
You can easily make two to four dives 
per day depending upon what other ac- 
tivities interest you. 

If you're not spoiled enough, we’ll add 
more. The staff picks up your dive gear 
from your bure, sets it up on the boat, 
rinses it between dives and has it ready 
for the next day of diving. They offer 
more than 20 regular dive sites, including 
walls, coral bommies, current passages 
and reef diving in depths to 130 feet. If 
you tell them what type of diving you like, 


~ us aview of what seemed like acres of 


fluorescing red and yellow anemones. 

One of our most unusual night dives 
was on Boat House Reef. It actually is 
the boat dock. You pick the time for the 
dive, show up at the dock; your dive- 
master and dive equipment will be ready 
and waiting. As you sit on the edge of the 
dock, you will be helped into your gear 
and then taken on an incredible under- 
water tour featuring a variety of animal 
life. At depths from 15 to 50 feet we saw 
juvenile Sweetlips, lobster, Lionfish, her- 
mit crabs, squid, puffers, starfish, Upside 
Down Jellyfish, Batfish, shrimp and 
moray eels. Oh, what a night! 

If your quest is for larger fish, you can 
ask to dive The Wall. This vertical, 
2,000 foot wall is home to larger pelag- 
ics such as Bronze Whalers and tuna. 
When you tire of the big fish, you can 
move closer to the wall and swim over 
the thickly populated soft coral and gor- 
gonians. In addition to the 20 standard 
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Fiji Forbes Laucala has seven immacu- 
late bures for its guests. Each has a liv- 
ing room, bar and kitchen and either 
one or two air-conditioned bedrooms. 


they will do their best to find sites that fit 
your needs. 

On our trip we wanted to photograph 
fish, fluorescent anemones and make a 
couple of night dives. “No problem,” was 
the reply. For our fish dive we went to 
Frank’s Place and saw triggerfish, 
ouffers, fish cleaning stations, several 
types of wrasses and a couple of sharks 
off in the distance. Our fluorescent 
anemone dive on Anemone Reef gave 
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dive sites, Laucala’s dive boats can 
reach at least 30 other sites around 
Matagi, Qamea, Taveuni and the end of 
the Somosomo Strait. 

If you’re still not impressed, read on. 
Each boat is run similar to the skiffs off 
many worldwide live-aboards. You swim 
wherever you want. When you have 
used about 80 percent of your air, come 
up; the boat will be there to pick you up. 
This is absolute comfort in diving. There 
is no swimming against currents, no 
strain, no stress. 

There is a full photo lab at the Plan- 
tation House. You can get your slide film 
processed, rent photo gear or talk to Ric 
and Carol West about getting a video- 
tape of your trip. They have a full-blown 
editing system that allows them to make 
high quality tapes of your dive trip. 

The adventuresome birdwatcher or hik- 
er can walk all or part of the 11 mile road 
surrounding the island. Just decide where 

(Continued on Page 147) 


SKIN DIVER OCTOBER 1996 25 


Vanuabulavu 














A Great Grand Turk Combination 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 


W ouldn’t it be great if a close friend of 
yours had a dive operation ina 
place like Grand Turk? Your friend could 
take you personally to all the best spots 
on the spectacular Grand Turk wall. It 
would be the sort of “Hey, good to see 
you, let’s grab our gear and meet on the 
beach” diving that friends arrange but 
with the added benefits of your friend’s 
expertise. And, what if another friend 
owned a restored 150 year old guest- 
house overlooking the beach? You could 
hop out of the dive boat and walk directly 
across the beach to the house, strolling 
in as if you always stay there when you're 
on the island. 

Well, you do have two friends like 
that—Mitch Rolling of Blue Water Divers 
and Jenny Smith of Salt Raker Inn. Don’t 
remember meeting them? No matter, a 
few moments after you arrive in Grand 
Turk you’ll feel you’ve Known them both 
for years. 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 
A Grand Turk resident since 1980, 
Mitch opened Blue Water Divers in 1983. 
With partner Dave Warren and dive- 


Salt Raker Inn, a 
roarcletsiaitercval ei 
restored 150 year 
old guesthouse, 
_» overlooks the 
= beach. 
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master Carl Bean, he has kept the em- 
phasis on quality and fun rather than size. 
Mitch and Dave are both PADI instruc- 
tors and do the teaching themselves, 
from discover diving to divemaster 
courses. Anew Worthington 17 cfm 
compressor keeps Blue Water Divers’ 60 
aluminum 80 cubic foot tanks topped off. 
A full line of Sherwood and Dacor rental 
equipment is available. 

Flexibility and informality are part of the 
reason diving with Blue Water Divers is 
fun. Three boats, all with canopies, car- 
peted decks, dive ladders, oxygen and 
radio, make it easy to meet almost any 
request. Calypso Cruiser and Reggae 
Express are 22 and 24 foot Carolina 
Skiffs. Dancing Fool, the newest addition 
to the Blue Water Divers fleet, is a 24 foot 
Privateer with a 10 foot beam and a cab- 
in for dry storage. Loading the boats is 
done barefoot on the beach. 

You can choose either one or two tank 
trips in the morning. A single tank dive is 
scheduled for the afternoon. Night dives 
are added any- 
(Continued on 
Page 27) 










Mitch Rolling, owner of Blue Water Divers. 
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BLUE WATER DIVERS/ 
SALT RAKER INN 
(Continued from Page 26) 


time four or more divers want to go. For 
experienced divers with a sense of adven- 
ture, Blue Water Divers offers a number of 
special trios on Dancing Foo! to rarely 
dived locations on South Caicos, Salt Cay 
and the wreck of the Endymion. Blue 
Water Divers is alSo pioneering the explo- 
ration of Grand Turk’s eastern shore, 
where a deeper wall begins around the 60 
foot mark. Of course, these special trips 
are weather dependent. 


GRAND TURK DIVING 

Most Grand Turk diving is on the 
western wall, a stone’s throw off the 
beach. This is the leeward side of the 
island, so the water is nearly always 
calm. Visibility of 100 feet or more is 
normal. In the summer, the water tem- 
perature is around 82°F and Manta 
Rays are frequently seen by divers. The 
winter temperature is about 78°F and 
the water hums with the songs of 
Humpback Whales migrating to and 
from Silver Banks to breed. Although 
the whales are rarely seen in the water, 
they are often seen from the boats. The 
reefs generally begin in 25 to 30 feet, 
sloping gently to the top of the wall at 
about 45 feet. From there it drops dra- 
matically to depths far beyond recre- 
ational diving limits. The vertical face of 
the wall is covered with coral and 
sponges, providing some of the best 
wall diving in the world. 

Below 70 feet, the wall at Black 
Forest is thick with delicate Black 
Corals. A tangle of red and purple Finger 
Sponges fills the spaces in between, 
along with brown sheets of Plate Coral. 
The enormous Orange Elephant Ear 
Sponge at 75 feet is awesome. 

The gold in the arch at McDonald’s 
comes from living coral, along with 
splashes of green and brown. As you 
exit the arch on the wall side, you are 
likely to encounter Horse-eye Jacks, 
French Angelfish or some of the friendly 
Nassau Groupers that are plentiful 
around Grand Turk. 

Coral Garden is an exceptionally di- 
verse reef. The foundation of the reef is 
boulders of Star and Brain Coral but ev- 
erywhere you look there are other 
species of hard and soft corals. The reef 
is home to an impressive population of 
reef fish, including colorful Queen 
Triggerfish, Peacock Flounders, Creole 
Wrasse and Yellowtail Snappers. 

Aquarium and Library are also 
packed with fish. One of the best ways to 
enjoy both spots is to hover quietly over 
the reef and let the fish come to you. 
You'll probably need a fish guide to iden- 
tify them all. 


SALT RAKER INN 

Old world charm/new world comfort 
is the best way to describe Salt Raker 
Inn, an old Bermudian shipwright’s 
house that is halfway into its second 
century. Now Salt Raker is a beachfront 
guesthouse with freshly renovated 
suites. Jenny’s hospitality and the 
friendly, casual atmosphere will make 
you feel as if you belong there. All of the 
rooms are air-conditioned, although you 
may prefer to open the windows and let 
the ocean breezes blow through. A sep- 
arate area for rinsing and storing scuba 
gear is provided. 


Secret Garden is Salt Raker’s court- 
yard bar and restaurant, featuring excel- 
lent food in a tropical garden atmo- 
sphere. Mitch and Dave bring their gui- 
tars over for an evening of music and hu- 
mor on Sundays and Wednesdays. 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 

American Airlines can whisk you from 
Miami to Providenciales twice a day. A 
passport is recommended but a birth 
certificate with an embossed seal and a 
photo ID will suffice for U.S. citizens. After 
you Clear customs and immigration, just 
(Continued on Page 52) 


No One Does as 
Much for Divers. 





DAN now offers up to $125,000+ 


dive accident coverage! 


DAN members receive exclusive dive and travel benefits: 


e 24-hour dive emergency hotline and 
medical information line based at 
Duke University Medical Center. 


e Automatic $100,000 emergency medical 


evacuation — no restriction on length of 


stay outside of the USA 
e Eligibility for up to $125,000 dive 


accident insurance coverage, PLUS a 
total of $35,000 additional coverage for 
AD&D or P&TD, lost dive equipment, 
loss of air line ticket, and extra 
accommodations* 


¢ Subscription to award-winning 
Alert Diver magazine 


e A free copy of the DAN Dive and 
Travel Medical Guide 


¢ Eligibility for diving’s only 
emergency ID — the DAN elag™ 


¢ Membership in the world’s largest 
association of divers, supporting vital 
research and services that benefit DAN 
members and all recreational divers 


DAN membership is only $25 per year.** 
Ask about diving’s best insurance value. 


Call 800-446-2671 


(Priority Code CC96) 


* Availible through $35 DAN Master Plan. Other insurance 


options are available. AD&D: accidental death and 
dismemberment; P&TD: permanent and total disability. 


** Membership includes evacuation, magazine and medical 
guide. Insurance is extra and ranges from $25 to $35 per year. 
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Divers Aiert Network ~~ 
Your Dive Safety Association 


http://www.dan.ycg.org 
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SHIPWR a Ee Sire B ermuda recently launched one of the 

Wis 2 \ most innovative programs in the last 
50 years of recreational wreck diving. 
While the scuba training associations 
(NAUI, PADI, SSI, etc.) have been issuing 
specialty wreck diving certifications, 
Bermuda has taken this concept one step 
farther by issuing free certificates for diving 
specific shipwrecks. Now divers vacation- 
ing in Bermuda can bring home mementos 
of their exploration of the island’s best 
shipwrecks. 


SHIPWRECK CERTIFICATE 
PROGRAM 

Bermuda’s five dive operators, to- 
gether with the Bermuda Depart- 
ment of Tourism, have selected six 
of their favorite shipwrecks to debut 
this unique program. These sites are 
»ij the ones most often requested by 
|| visiting divers who wish to see 
= Bermuda’s finest undersea attrac- 


yudas 


joute Program 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GERI MURPHY 


tions. The wrecks in- 

clude the Constellation, 

Cristobal Colon, Her- 

mes, Mary Celestia, 
Minnie Breslauer and 
Pelinaion. 

Upon diving any of 

these six Bermuda 
wrecks, visitors will re- 
ceive a beautifully crafted 
Bermuda Shipwreck Cer- 
tificate printed on parch- 
ment style paper. Each certificate names 
the shipwreck, provides a brief history of 
the wreck and includes a silhouette of the 
ship prior to sinking. Ample room is provid- 
ed for the diver’s name and date, as well 
as the name of the dive operator and the 
signature of the divemaster or boat cap- 
tain. For visitor convenience, the certifi- 
cates are issued by the dive operator at 
the completion of the day’s diving. 


SIX GREAT WRECKS 

Divers consider Bermuda the Shipwreck 
Capital of the World; it is reputed to con- 
tain more than 500 ships that have 
wrecked and sunk over the past five cen- 
turies. Of this number, at least 35 wreck 
sites are considered interesting enough to 
be explored by divers. Cruising over these 


Pelinaion 


Hermes 


nal 


pS 
Cristobal Golon 








coral encrusted shipwrecks Is like touring 
an historic maritine museum—minus the 
restrictive walls. History comes alive and 
questions tumble through your mind as 
you examine the pieces and parts of an 
era gone by. 

Of the 35 divable wrecks, Bermuda 
dive operators have selected some of 
their best—the shipwrecks that seem to 
fascinate and amaze both veteran wreck 
divers and new divers. The deepest of the 
wrecks is at only 80 feet (the bottom) and 
most of the wrecks can be explored in 20 
to 65 feet of water. All six are real gems. 

Constellation: The Constellation was 
an American four-masted, wooden hulled 
schooner originally built in 1918 and mea- 
suring 192 feet in length. During World 
War Il she was pressed into service and 
used as a cargo vessel. In July 1943, she 
was bound for Venezuela, carrying a gen- 
eral cargo of building materials, medical 
drugs and 700 cases of Scotch whiskey. 


DIVE OPERATORS 
There are dozens of shipwrecks awaiting 
exploration. If you are interested in visiting 


Bermuda and diving its wrecks, contact 
any of Bermuda’s dive operators: 


P.O. Box SN 165 
Southampton SN BX 
Bermuda 

(441) 234-1034 

(441) 234-3561 (fax) 


Darrell’s Wharf 

1 Harbour Road 

Paget PG 01, Bermuda 
(441) 236-6339 

(441) 236-8926 (fax) 


P.O. Box HM237 

Hamilton HM AX, Bermuda 
(441) 238-2332 

(441) 295-9485 

(441) 234-5180 (fax) 


P.O. Box WK 658 

Warwick WK BX, Bermuda 
(441) 293-7319 

(441) 295-2421 (fax) 


Sonesta Beach Resort 
Southampton, Bermuda 
(441) 238-1833 

(441) 236-0394 (fax) 


Today, her hull lies broken apart ona 
coral and sand bottom in 30 feet of water, 
exposing petrified sacks of cement, build- 
ing supplies, glassware and a vast assort- 
ment of small items. The Constellation 
was one of the key shipwrecks in Peter 


(Continued on Page 66) 
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At SAND DOLLAR, you _ 
m will notice some- 6 . 
thing very different fi le 
for a dive resort - condos. .# 
Bonaire, in the Dutch 
Cariobean, has long been 
known as one of the 
world’s top dive destinations, 
and now you can dive with 
the premier dive resort on 
Bonaire. Everything 
at SAND DOLLAR is 
centrally located, 
ntetite Sons ihe 
=| dock. The dive 
== store, photo and 
video facility, 
guest equipment %& 
storage and rest- 

aurant are in one convenient location at 


| SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 
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. 






the resort! SAND DOLLAR Dive & PHOTO 
bi Z is simply © 
ie lanet 
in the Caribbean for [& 
4 convenience and ease ate 
*~ diving. Relax and watch a 
a sunset in the open air GREEN . 
PARROT restaurant. Then enjoy a studio, 
1, 2 or 3-bedroom oceanfront condo, 
fully furnished, with air- 
conditioned bedad- 
® rooms, large living - 
* areas, cable TV, 
® full kitchens and 
private balconies. fe 
Call for complete == 
family vacation 5 
packages and ask 
about our kids program 
- the SA =NNY CLUB! 
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Reservations: 1-800-288-4773 or 407-774-9292, Bonaire: 599-7-8738 


aie she serve Paceauy! sori hb © 1996 SAND DOLLAR RESORT/CLINE. 
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Introducing Bermuda’s... 


SCUBA LOOK 


A DIVISION OF ENTERPRISE SUBMARINE LIMITED 


Discover Bermuda's superb diving...and the island’s newest resort dive centre. 
Here is a whole new way to dive and explore many of Bermuda's seldom dived ree: 


¢ The only dive centre located at Bermuda’s historic East End, and 
less than a 20 minute boat ride to many seldom dived shipwrecks 


a 


* Operating Scuba Look, the island's largest, fastest and most 
comfortable dive boat—45 ft./16 ft. beam/15 knots/dive ladder 


¢ Full service dive centre on the beach at Grotto Bay Beach Hotel, 
just a few steps from your room, pool or snack bar 


¢ Two-tank boat dive scheduled every morning, certified PADI 
instructors, knowledgeable dive guides, licensed boat captains 


¢ Close to the airport—near Marriott's Castle Harbour Resort 


¢ Large, comfortable beach resort—complete with white sand beach, 
protected swimming area, dining room, freshwater swimming 
pool, cable color TV, a major movie every night, 
nearby shopping, sightseeing and restaurants at 
historic St. George’s 


¢ Dive Bermuda’s beautiful coral reefs and explore 
these fascinating shipwrecks... 

385 ft. Greek steamer 

400 ft. Italian cargo steamer 

202 ft. English iron bark 

120 ft. American motor yacht 

499 ft. Spanish luxury liner 

250 ft. Norwegian freighter 


Pelinaion 

Rita Zovetto 
Beaumaris Castle 
Col. William G. Ball 
Cristobal Colon 
Iristo 


Call now and 
ask about our 
special off-season 
low rates for diving 
Bermuda in September, 
Oe uomNOusiines 
ie Oeesninse 
A DIVISION OF ENTERPRISE SUBMARINE LIMITED 


at Grotto Bay Beach Hotel 
Hamilton Parish CR 04, Bermuda ¢ Ph: 441-293-7319 © Fax: 441-295-2421 


© SD/AD 1996 
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MICRONESIA DIVING 


Yaps Liontisn Wall 


A Vertical 
Drop-off 
Inhabited by the 
Pacific’s Most 
Elegant Reef Fish 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GERI MURPHY 


hen it comes to beauty and ele- 

gance there is no fish more spec- 
tacular than the stately Lionfish (Pterois 
volitans). |ts magnificent coloration and 
feathery spines resemble the plumage of 
a courting bird more than that of a fish. If 
you have ever dreamed of seeing, pho- 
tographing or videotaping one of these 
lovely creatures, there is one place where 
the visibility is excellent and you can ap- 
proach with a certain degree of safety. 

Although Lionfish can be seen at many 
reef sites around Yap, Lionfish Wall is 
the place you'll see them during daytime 
hours. At the southern tip of Yap’s outer 
barrier reef, Lionfish Wall is an impressive 
vertical drop-off that begins in 20 feet of 
water and plummets straight down to 
160. This site offers stunning underwater 
visibility, normally exceeding 100 feet. 

The top of the wall is comprised of 
hundreds of stony coral formations, tight- 
ly packed together—producing a solid 
face of living corals. Nestled among the 
corals are small brightly colored Tridacna 
clams. There are also hundreds of tiny 
jewelfishes such as the Peach Fairy 
Basslet, Bartlett’s and many others. They 
sparkle in the sunlight, reflecting a rain- 
bow of colors—orange, yellow, purple or 
bright magenta. Perched at the lio of the 
wall are several large anemones that 
serve as homes for anemonefish families. 
The most common species in this area is 
the Orange-fin Anemonefish. 

From 25 to 80 feet, the vertical face of 
this undersea cliff is honeycombed with 
hundreds of tiny caves and horizontal 
crevices. Appearing much like an aquatic 
version of a giant beehive, it is inhabited 
by thousands of fish. The most notice- 
able are several Pacific species of sol- 
dierfish in bright red or bronze hues. 
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The most intriguing occupants of 
Lionfish Wall are indeed the Lionfish. 
Here, one can see up to five Lionfish on 
one dive by simply drifting along the face 
of the wall. The feathery fish seem quite 
comfortable in their open caves and 
small ledges because the face of the wall 
is mostly in shadow. It is relatively easy to 
approach these Lionfish since there is 
plenty of room for a diver to maneuver. 

Yet, one must be careful not to touch 
or harass a Lionfish. Hidden beneath that 
aquatic plumage are 18 needle sharp 
spines loaded with venom. Most of the 
spines are along the dorsal fin but there 
are others strategically placed at the 
pelvic fins and other locations. When 
threatened, the Lionfish will drop its head 
like a charging bull, causing the dorsal 
spines to tilt forward and point directly at 
the source of the threat. 

Lionfish are not the only creatures 
seen along Lionfish Wall’s vertical drop- 
off. The deeper zone (80 to 160 feet) is 
where divers encounter many pelagics— 
Dogtooth Tuna, Spotted Eagle Rays, 
Mackerel, Barracuda and, occasionally, 
a Manta Ray. 

A total of six different species of 
Lionfish are Known to exist in Micronesia 
waters and at least two have been ob- 
served at Lionfish Wall—the volitans and 
the Clearfin. 

Yap is one of the states that form the 
Federated States of Micronesia. The is- 
land is in the southwest corner of Micro- 
nesia, along the air route from Guam to 
Palau. Continental Micronesia operates 
regularly scheduled jet service into Yap at 
least four days weekly, either directly from 
Guam or on the return leg from Palau. 

As for diving, the Manta Ray Bay 
Resort is a diver’s hotel with 28 air-condi- 






tioned rooms, arestaurant and bar. At 
the water’s edge, the hotel provides a 
panoramic view of the bay as well as 
convenient access to diving. 

Yap Divers, a full service dive center, is 
on the hotel grounds. It is just a few steps 
from the adjacent guestrooms, making it 
easy to carry cameras or video equip- 
ment. The dive center consists of a com- 
plete equipment rental department, reg- 
ulator repair shop, scuba classroom, 
freshwater wash and dry area and a dive 
gear storage room for guests. The latest 
addition is the new photo and video cen- 
ter, called Manta Visions. Operated by 
underwater photo pro Steve Fish, this fa- 
cility offers a wide variety of services. 

Right in front of the dive center is a 
dock and five dive boats. All of the dive 
boats offer shade and are equipped with 
dive ladders or stern platforms. They are 
scheduled for both morning and after- 
noon departures, as well as night dives. 

For more information about visiting 
Yap and diving Lionfish Wall, contact Bill 
Acker, Manta Ray Bay Hotel and Yap 
Divers at 011 (691) 350-2300; fax 011 
(691) 350-4567 or 011 (691) 350-3841. 
You can send an e-mail message to 
Acker at yapdivers@mantaray.com, = 











Contact the U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Tourism for more info.: Atlanta, Chicago, DC, LA, Miami, NY, San Juan and Toronto. 01996 U.S. Virgin Islands Tourist Bureau 
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B eneath the surface, the pier’s steel 
columns resemble the thick trunks 
of pine trees in a dense forest. Cura- 
cao’s Old Pier is actually two large piers 
some 600 feet apart. The first, a 200 foot 
wide structure, extends 150 feet out to a 
short sloping bottom and a depth of 40 
feet. The smaller, 130 foot wide struc- 
ture extends to a depth of 30 feet. On 
and among these columns is a macro 
photographer's dream, hosting myriad 
Christmas Tree and Featherduster 
Worms, small crustaceans and fish. 

Heading back to the boat, | was sur- 
prised to see Cherubfish (Centropyge 
argi), one of the Caribbean’s two 
Known species of Pygmy Angels, flitting 
back and forth in the coral rubble. 
These tiny fellows are usually seen in 
depths greater than 60 feet; seldom are 
they ever seen in 15 feet of water! | had 
often heard that Curacao diving was 
good—now | know why. 

Curacao occupies the region south 
of the Caribbean’s Hurricane Belt. 
Storms coming close enough to cause 
a problem of any kind are extremely 
rare. However, it is in the Windward 
Islands and trade winds blow across 
Curacao from the east/northeast at 10 
to 20 miles an hour. The year-round 
temperature is in the mid 80s (°F). While 
casual, light clothing Is fine for the days, 
Curacao Is renowned for its nightlife, so 
packing some fancier clothing might be 
a good idea. 

The basis for Curacao’s strong mar- 
itime trade economy is its harbor, one 
of the largest deep water, sheltered 
harbors in all of the Caribbean. The en- 
trance to this harbor also splits the is- 
land’s capital city, Willemstad, in two. In 
addition to being the center of com- 
merce, Willemstad is colorful and 
unique, with many buildings featuring 
traditional Dutch architecture. 

Sun and water seekers will be happy 
to hear that Curacao is blessed with 
several incredibly scenic beaches. And, 
a large part of the island is still undevel- 
oped. Touring it to visit Hato Caves (an- 
cient petroglyphs) or old Dutch planta- 
tion homes (from the 1700s), you will 
see a landscape similar to that of the 
American Southwest. The trade winds 
fanning the island also keep it fairly arid, 
with little annual rainfall. 

Owing to its scrub and cactus 
prairies, home to birds, iguanas and a 
few wild donkeys, the interior of the is- 
land is nicknamed “Wasp Waist.” 

The Princess Beach Resort and 
Casino is just beyond Willemstad. 
Occupying a sprawling 1,600 foot tract 
of beachfront property, overlooking the 
beginning of Curacao’s National 
Underwater Park, the resort’s seven 
buildings offer a choice of accommo- 
dations. These include 143 deluxe 
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rooms, 108 superior rooms, 21 time- 
share units, 8 suites and 1 pent- 
house—281 rooms in all. 

On the grounds are two swimming 
pools, three restaurants (there’s also 
room service), casino, boutique, gift 
shop and drugstore, tennis courts, ex- 
ercise room, playground and nursery 
for the youngsters, as well as a beauty 
salon. The resort even provides compli- 
mentary shuttle service twice daily, to 
and from Willemstad. 

An affiliate of the Holiday Inn 
Worldwide franchise, the Princess 
Beach is a Crowne Plaza Resort, the 
chain’s highest standard of hotels/re- 
sorts. Creature comforts include air- 
conditioning, king and queen sized 
beds, phone with direct international di- 
aling, coffeemaker (restocked daily), 
minibar, TV with AM/FM clock radio, 
safe deposit box, private terrace or bal- 
cony, with furnishings and evena 
hairdryer in the bathroom. Timeshare 
units also come with kitchenette and 
are complete with utensils. While /: 
electricity in the Ambassador Wing is 
220 volts (the resort can provide 
adapters on request), all other guest 
wings have 110 volts. 


Vv @ Willemstad * 


PRINCESS DIVERS 
Providing the diving services for this 
posh resort is Peter Hughes’ Princess 
Divers, conveniently next to the resort’s 
Ambassador Wing (on pilings over the 
water). Managed by Bonaire veterans 
Bo and Lex Klein, Princess Divers fea- 
tures a small, quaint shop atmosphere. 
Everybody will know your name in short 
order. Services include a large selection 
of Sea Quest rental equipment, a guest 
gear storage facility, two husky dive 
boats and a photo center, complete 
with rentals and E-6 processing. 

Excluding the windward side of the 
island, Curacao offers three distinct re- 
gions on its southern edge, beginning 
at the western corner and running to 
the eastern point and tiny Klein 
Curacao, three miles southeast of the 
island’s southeastern tip. 

Although Curacao’s normally acces- 
sible dive sites lie in the sheltered lee of 
the island, the 10 to 25 minute runs to 
any of these sites are often in choppy 
(two to four feet) seas. These pose no 
problems, either to Princess Divers’ 41 
foot, custom built Michael Fitz Curacao 
Princess or its custom 35 foot catama- 
ran, Cat Dancer. Both boats are capa- 
ble of comfortably handling 20 divers 
each and, with a cruising speed of 25 
knots, they deliver guests anywhere 
they would like to go fast. In addition, 
both boats have marine heads, large 
dive platforms and ladders, freshwater 
showers, cold drinking water, juice or 
tea, plus all required electronic gear, 


The wheelhouse of the Superior 
Producer invites inspection. 
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first aid supplies and oxygen. Princess 
Divers is currently the only Curacao opera- 
tion featuring both nitrox and nitrox train- 
ing and certification. 

Leaving the dock daily around 9:30 am 
for the morning two tank trip, Princess 
Divers concentrates on diving the eastern 
quarter, in Curacao’s recently established 
National Underwater Park. The park 
stretches from the Princess Beach Resort 
all the way to the island’s East Point. Along 


Casino/ 


this stretch are more than 15 excellent 
sites, most of which are drop-offs that be- 
gin in 30 to 37 feet of water and descend 
to the dark shadow world of the deep. 
Popular dive sites include Shipwreck 
Point and Beacon Point, which start 
with a narrow, shallow reef flat 5 to 20 feet 
deep, bordering a steep drop sloping 80 
degrees to a depth of several hundred 
feet. Along the near vertical contours are 
large, dense growths of Giant Split-pore 
Searods, Devil's Seawhips, which look like 
long, slender serpents rising from the 
corals, as well as an abundance of Orange 
Elephant Ear Sponges. If you like orange, 
this is the place to see it! Attached to 


Princess Divers 


Curacao’s Finest 
Topside and Underwater 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY WALT STEARNS 
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Princess Divers’ dive 
shop and the Curacao Diver. 





some of the taller soonges are Black and 
White Crinoids with their 40 white-tipped 
arms splayed out like some fanciful crea- 
ture from a sci-fi movie. 

The farther east you go, the steeper 
these drop-offs become, gaining near to- 
tal vertical proportions at a site named 
East Point Drop-off. Starting 30 feet 
from the surface, this 1,000 yard stretch of 
vertical descent drops to 140 feet before 
turning into a gentler slope to the bottom, 
wherever that may be. In addition to multi- 
tudes of soft and hard corals and Orange 
Elephant Ear Sponges are several stands 
of Purple Stovepipe Sponges, sometimes 
four to five feet tall. Between them and 
Curacao’s bounty of Creole Wrasses, the 
color purple is ever-present. 

Along this same stretch, in depths 
agreeable to both divers and snorkelers, 
are the island’s two Tugboat Wrecks 
and, of course, the Old Pier. Resting in on- 
ly 15 feet of water, both tugs sit upright in 
the middle of a reef, covered with Orange 
Cup Corals (Tubastrea coccinea). 

For a wreck dive with a bit more bite, 
the Superior Producer is a freighter, fully 
loaded with cargo, which accidentally 
sank several years ago outside the en- 
trance to Willemstad’s harbor. She sits 
upright at a depth of 104 feet and not only 
is most of her superstructure intact, she 
has taken on a living, vibrant skin of corals 
and sponges. Making a home of her interi- 
or are schools of Blackbar Soldierfish and 
Glasseye Snappers. 

When weather and sea conditions look 
favorable, Princess will run special trips to 
Klein Curacao or around to the normally 
rough, windward side to experience some 
of Curacao’s most virgin diving. Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoons are reserved for 
snorkel trios. An afternoon dive or two is 
only a matter of getting a tank from 
Princess Divers and going. 

Like Bonaire, Curacao delivers some of 
the hottest shore diving in the Caribbean. 
Just take any road that passes close to 
the ocean and there will likely be a terrific 
dive site just a short distance out. As a 
rule, Curacao’s reef topography, with its 
steep descents, begins close to shore, of- 
ten less than 100 feet from the high tide 
mark. Right at the foot of both Princess 
Divers and Princess Beach Resort and 
Casino is House Reef, featuring a drop- 
off similar in profile to Shipwreck Point, 
with Cemetery a short swim to the west. 
Cemetery features a graveyard of several 
old car bodies dating back to the ‘50s and 
early '60s, plus amedium sized barge. 
Covering the rusted hulks are myriad 
sponges and small corals, including more 
Orange Cup Corals. 


GETTING THERE 
Servicing Curacao, Aruba and Bonaire, 
from both Miami and Atlanta, is the is- 
land’s national air carrier, ALM (Antillean 
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The new BASIC PACKAGE is 
designed as an economical, 
high quality alternative to 
~ our Classic breathing air sys- 
tems. These high pressure 
breathing air systems are 
%@ available in 230 VAC single 

3 phase or three phase 
230/460 VAC electric motor 
drive, ranging from 4.3 to 
26.0 SCFM charging rate with 
discharge pressures up to 
5000 PSIG. 
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These rugged, compact 
and portable high pressure 
breathing air systems are the 
perfect choice for professional 
divers and diving groups. 
Available in gasoline or diesel 
engine drive, ranging from 3.6 
to 8.4 SCFM charging rate with 
discharge pressures up to 
5000 PSIG. 





aE Utilus 10-D 






Diesel Drive 


Compressor and drive unit 
can be carried separately 


Complete with air purification 
system and fill hose, these safe, 
reliable and lightweight portable 
compressors are designed for 
the serious sport diver. © 

Available in electric motor drive 
single phase 230 VAC, three 
phase 230/460 VAC and gasoline 
or diesel engine drive. 


BAUER COMPRESSORS, INC. 
1328 AZALEA GARDEN ROAD 
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23502-1944 
(804) 855-6006 


34 SKIN DIVER OCTOBER 1996 


circle #82 on Reader Service Card 


PRINCESS BEACH/ 
PRINCESS DIVERS 


Airlines). Planes depart two to three times 
daily from Miami; the flight time to 
Curacao takes approximately three and a 
half hours. 





For more information on diving pack- 
ages with Princess Beach Resort and 
Casino and Princess Divers, contact 
Peter Hughes Diving at 6851 Yumuri 
Street, Suite 10, Coral Gables, FL 33146; 
(800) 9- DANCER, (805) 669-9391 or fax 
(305) 669-9475, = 


DIVING MEDICINE 
(Continued from Page 16) 


curs from ingestion of the Asian Pufferfish, 
which contains lethal amounts of the poi- 
son in the gonads and liver. The toxin 
blocks the normal action of the nerves:and 
the heart cells. The severity depends on 
the amount of toxin ingested. In Japan, 
specially trained fugu chefs are consid- 
ered experts if they leave small amounts of 
the toxin in the fish to provide a mild tin- 
gling sensation in the mouth. Death from a 
large dose of toxin is common. 

Nerve involvement often begins with 
muscular twitching and may progress to 
total paralysis. Speech and respiration 
may be compromised. The victim may be 
totally immobile but conscious and aware 
of all that is going on. Treatment for early 
poisoning includes removing stomach 
contents and support of breathing. When 
paralysis occurs, breathing support is 
needed for 24 hours or more. The toxic 
effects usually remit soontaneously if the 
victim is Supported. Sedation should be 
given to the totally paralyzed patient. No 
specific treatment has proven effective. 

The incidence of poisoning from fish is 
increasing. You should be aware of these 
illnesses and make an effort to know 
where the fish you eat come from. Divers 
in the tropics are especially at risk for 
Ciguatera poisoning. A fresh fish cookout 
on the beach during a tropical dive trip 
has resulted in ciguatera poisoning more 
than once. =#* 
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Dive with Parrots Landing, 
Grand Cayman's most elite dive 
facility, and you can select between 
25 Hotels and Condominiums al 


along the 7-Mile Beach area. 





Choose from 8 boats to take 
you to Cayman's magnificent dive 
sites including the North, South & 

West Walls and Stingray City. 





CAYMAN HOTELS 













COCONUT HARBOUR 
AMBASSADORS 
HOLIDAY INN 
INDIES SUITES 
BEACH CLUB 

SLEEP INN 
TREASURE ISLAND 


3 Nts 
$387 
S781 
$387 
$429 
$354 
$334 
$368 


Prices are based on double occupancy & include a two tank boat dive everyday except day of arrival and day 
of departure. Unlimited shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes. 








5 Nts 
S634 
S458 
$634 
$705 
$580 
$547 
$603 


7 Nts 
$768 
$635 
$882 
$981 
$806 
$759 
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CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 
GRAPETREE/COCOPLUM 
LONDON HOUSE 
TARQUYNN MANOR 
VICTORIA HOUSE 

VILLAS OF THE GALLEON 


$3 


$338 
$390 


Prices are based on quad occupancy & include a two tank boat dive everyday except day of arrival and day 
of departure. Unlimited shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes. 


3 Nts 
$331 
$321 
$394 








5 Nts 
$541 
$524 
S646 
O° S521 S6F2 
$553 S767 
$639 $889 


/ Nts 
$75] 
$728 
$746 


DIVE BOATS 












, WESTWALLS 45’ “AMAZON” 
arrots Landing even offers an all-day SOUTH WALLS 34” “MACAW!” 
"3-Tank” boat trip for advanced NORTH WALLS 45’ “AFRICAN GREY” 
esos PB 
Plus there are caves, grotfos and PRIVATE CHARTERS 42" “LORIKEET” 
a 6000 toot wall just a snorke SAIL/SNORKEL TRIPS 60’ “THE COCKATOO” 



















from our dive shop. TRANSPORT ATION 


(ALL 
FREE 
from $30/day 






All packages include tree tanks 
for shore diving and a Sunset Sai 
aboard our 60’ Catamaran, so give 
us. a call and take your pick! 


PAN OTS ANTING 





Cayman Airways 
AIRPORT/CONDO PICK UPS 
CAR RENTALS 








Cayman tthe Max 
a ; 
imited Boat Dives and Miami Air. 
Hote 7 Nights 


$595 $925 


Prices based on double occup. and include tax, grat., airport transfers and a sunset sail. 
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RAND CAYMAN'S WATERSPORTS PARK 





© © 
DIVING AND SNORKELLING 


circle #35 on Reader Service Card 


















































i ae ceed TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
| BY STEPHEN FRINK 


rio Log, Sea Fever, June 7, 1996: 

There are times I’ve spent in the 
ocean | hope never to forget. Today’s 
snorkel encounter with the wild Spotted 
Dolphins of the Little Bahama Bank was 
one of those. 

We woke to a Slick calm sea with the 
kind of crystalline turquoise water that 
shouts, shoot! We'd had some dolphin 
action most every day and | knew | already 
had some good photos because I'd had 
them processed aboard Sea Fever. Still, 
our group was hungry for one more pro- 
longed swim with these spectacular wild 
dolphins and today was the day. 

We'd barely finished breakfast when 
Captain Tom Guarino shouted his now fa- 
miliar “Dolphins off the starboard bow!” 
We all met on the dive deck to don snorkel 
gear and prepare underwater cameras. 
Sometimes the dolphins are in the mood 
to play and sometimes they’re just pass- 
ing through but you have to be ready each 
time just in case. From the minute we en- 
tered the water | think we all knew this 
would be a very special encounter. There 
was a pod of 12 to 14 Spotted Dolphins 
(Stenella plagiodon) seemingly as thrilled 
to see US as we were to see them. They 
darted about our group, diving, clicking, 

leaping from the sea and, occasion- 
» ally, mating. This was definitely a 
happy group of dolphins. 
Spotted Dolphins may be 
the most gorgeous of 
the marine mammals. 
Seeing them in the wa- 
ter, my first impression was one of beau- 
ty but then admiration for what must be 
the epitome of hydrodynamics. With a 
tiny flick of the tail they could speed 20 
yards away but, incredibly, they kept 
coming back. Our clumsy attempts to 
mimic their grace did not seem to offend 


# | 


Diving the Best o 
ine Banamas 





| Sea Feverisa90footaluminum — 

| live-aboard with 7 fully air-condi- 

tioned staterooms for 14 passengers, —— 
_afull list of amenities andthe | Paitin... 
| ability to cruise at 17 knots. Both 
| nitrox and airfills are available. 





SEA FEVER 
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Above: Frequent encounterswith 
sleek Spotted Dolphins (Stenella 
plagiodon) are included in Sea Fever’s 
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them and for two hours they played. | got 
out of the water and changed film five 
times during this encounter. Eventually 
we all got worn out and made our way 
back to the Sea Fever. When the dolphins 
figured there was no one left to play with, 
it was as If some silent signal told them to 
leave. They didn’t come back again this 
day. But, for that one magic moment in 
time, we all knew how special the sea can 
be and how important it is to revere its 
residents. 

The wild dolphin encounter described 
above happened this summer on a com- 






_Allant 


White Sand Ridge 


‘Sugar Wreck 


* Mt. Olympus Littl 
CrystalPalace 8 


' Memory Roc! 


bination dive and snorkel trip aboard the 
live-aboard Sea Fever off the West End of 
Grand Bahama Island. As incredible as 
this experience was, for Captain Tom 
Guarino and the crew of the Sea Fever, it 
was another day at the office. Of course, 
their “office” offers some of the best div- 
ing in all The Bahamas! 

This was part of the Northern Bahamas 
itinerary, operating out of Freeport and in- 
cluding the White Sand Ridge dolphin 
grounds and superlative scuba opportu- 
nities amid dive sites such as Memory 
Rock, Mount Olympus, Crystal Palace 
and the Sugar Wreck. Some charter 
groups prefer to dedicate their entire 
week to the Spotted Dolphins but our 
group of underwater photographers was 
eager to sample other dive sites as well. 
Captain Tom has 25 years of experience 
running live-aboard dive charters in The 
Bahamas and he was happy to share his 
personal favorite sites with us. 

At Mount Olympus we found water 
clarity in excess of 120 feet and a wealth 
of colorful filter feeders such as deep wa- 
ter gorgonians, Black Coral and Orange 
Elephant Ear Sponges decorating a pin- 
nacle at the edge of the abyss. At Crystal 
Palace we found sleeping Nurse Sharks, 
Barracuda in profusion and wide angle 
vistas decorated with Bluebell Tunicates. 
But the one dive we kept returning to was 
the night dive on the Sugar Wreck. Huge 

(Continued on Page 118) 















Dive in surroundings that will excite and stir the imagination. 
Explore the coral reefs with qualified dive professionals to guide 
and assist you. And, on land, the finest accommodations in the 

many and varied Sunset facilities from the most comfortable 

to pampered luxury...All on a Caribbean island abounding 
with native beauty, wildlife, a National Park, plus fine dining, 
entertainment and sporting activities from horseback riding, 
snorkeling, trail biking and so much more to satisfy the most 
discriminating of vacationers. Enjoy unbeatable weather in this 
southernmost island destination below the hurricane belt. 
Ask anyone who's been to Bonaire why they keep coming back! 


1996 BON: “ANZA He 


é Wed. direct flight departures only. 
Price Includes: 


7 Nights, valid 4/16/96—1 2/15/96. 
» Roundtrip airfare from Miami to Bonaire For travel other days of the 
U.S. Departure Tax e U.S. Federal Taxes week Add $70 © For Non-Diving 
Hotel Transfers e Welcome cocktail Companion Deduct $200 « 
Map of Bonaire ¢ Bonaire Poster Breakfast = = Upgrade to 12 Boat Dive Package 
buffet daily except morning of departure Add $80 ¢ Saturday Air Add-on 
Six days of diving e One 1-tank guided boat = — from Atlanta $175 per person 
dive per day @ One night boat dive per stay ¢ Call for our low rates from your 
Unlimited airfills for shore diving home city. Certain restrictions and 
Use of tanks, weights and weightbelt blackout periods apply. Not 
All service charges and taxes 


included: Bonaire Departure Tax 
Discounts on Budget Car Rentals and $10 Marine Park Fee. 
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Scuba Diving Travel Specialists 
PO. Box 3299/Longwood, FL 32779 
407-774-9000/FAX 407-682-6000 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 


hether it’s your first or tenth trip to the Caribbean, you can 

always find something new on Grand Cayman. This tropi- 

cal vacation Mecca is constantly changing and successfully de- 

fending its title as the most desirable dive destination in the 

ns en world. The variety of undersea attractions, high level of diving 
Mob Sato’s Dining ee ae - services and selection of accommodations are incomparable. 

= es ut It should be no surprise to discover Grand Cayman has 

a a5 oe something new in diving—something that you might even de- 

scribe as sensational. Two of the island’s longest established 

and best known dive operators have combined forces in a re- 

markable partnership for expanded diving services. 


PARTNERS FOR PROGRESS 

Peter Milburn (of Peter Milourn’s Dive Cayman) and Ron and 
Kathie Kipp (of Bob Soto’s Diving, Ltd.) have formed a new com- 
pany and opened an ultra modern dive center at the newly re- 
modeled Treasure Island Resort. It is called Scuba Sensations. 

The concept is both clever and simple. Scuba Sensations is 
able to offer a much more expanded menu of diving services, 
styles of diving and dive site destinations. As company 
spokesman, Ron Kipp explains, “We dive Grand Cayman—all 
of Grand Cayman—and in a variety of ways that no one else 
can match.” 

Peter Milburn has devoted 17 years to the develooment and 
refinement of a small scale dive operation with an intimate at- 
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mosphere. All of his dive boats are eight 

passenger vessels that cater to very 

small groups of divers, many of whom 

are very experienced. 

Os : Ron and Kathie Kipp have dedicated 
(oc eee Tae the past 17 years to upgrading, expand- 
a Sensations i Di aie ing and developing one of Grand 


ea. 
. -e 


mae Scum . Cayman's largest and best known dive 
—< 8 & S28: i operations (Bob Soto’s has been on the 
eee fe = island for 39 years). Their eight boats 
carry no more than 20 divers each and 
offer a wide variety of different experi- 
ences that include one tank, two tank, 
three tank and night dive trios. The com- 
pany has been on the leading edge of 
dive service develooment, with Ron and 
Kathie introducing many innovations, 
such as the Gold Card Program, Sting- 
ray City Experience, Double Wall Dive 
trio and the East End Safari. 
With their combined facilities, boats 
and staffs, Scuba Sensations can now 
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cRégort's freshwater 
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Scuba Sensations’ underwater 
video editing center. 





Treasure Island Resort’s guestrooms 
(above) and open air lobby (below). 
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Scuba Sensations Dive Center. 





offer the best of both worlds. Designed 
to provide the customer with the best 
possible selection of the best possible 
diving, the new company will be diving 
all four sides of Grand Cayman, includ- 
ing the East End. The dive boats depart 
early morning, mid-morning, afternoon 
and evening. 


TREASURE ISLAND RESORT 

It is no small coincidence that Grand 
Cayman’s newest mega dive center is 
based at Grand Cayman’s most recently 
renovated beachfront resort. Scuba 
Sensations’ headquarters is right off the 
magnificent open air lobby of Treasure 
lsland—one of Grand Cayman’s top dive 
hotel properties. 

Right on Seven Mile Beach, close to 
George Town’s shopping district, 
Treasure Island is a very comfortable 290 
room resort that combines the informality 
of a tropical island with ultra modern 
creature comforts. All of the guestrooms 
are air-conditioned and furnished with 
ceiling fans, color satellite TV, in-room 
security safes, telephone and private 
bath and shower. Decorated in a casual 
tropical style, each room has a balcony 
or patio offering a lovely view of the 
ocean, swimming pool or beautifully 
landscaped hotel grounds. 

The hotel sits on a sprawling 15 acre 
beachfront estate, with plenty of room for 
privacy and recreation. Facilities include 
two sparkling freshwater swimming 
pools, a children’s wading pool, 
spa, a swim-up pool bar, outdoor 
snack restaurant and patio, water- 
sport kiosk for beach towels (free 
to hotel guests), tennis courts and 
a variety of watersports that in- 
clude windsurfing, parasailing, 
personal watercraft, catamaran 
Sailing trips and, of course, a full 
service dive shop. 

As for dining and evening enter- 
tainment, Treasure Island Resort 
offers some of Grand Cayman’s 
finest. Captain Flint’s pool bar and 
grill hosts nightly theme dinners served 
under the stars. Top of the Falls is the 
hotel’s more formal air-conditioned 
restaurant, offering continental cuisine. A 
coffeeshop, bakery and deli round out 
the choices. 

For those who travel on plastic, it will 
be reassuring to know that Treasure 
Island Resort honors American Express, 
MasterCard, Visa and Diners Club. U.S. 
currency and/or traveler’s checks are al- 
SO accepted. 


DIVING SERVICES 
Scuba Sensations offers a selection of 
diving experiences as extensive and de- 
lightful as any gourmet restaurant menu. 
It’s all good; the choice depends on your 
(Continued on Page 65) 
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A: a boy, Francis Toribiong first dis- 
covered the beautiful coral reefs 
and incredible marine life of his island 
home, Palau. Over the years, his fasci- 
nation grew as he began finding and 
identifying the most exciting dive sites 
the island archipelago had to offer. 
Today, many of Palau’s most popular 
spots are Known because of Francis’ 
life-long exploration. 

One of the original dive operators in 
Palau, Francis opened Fish ’n Fins in 
1978. Visitors to Palau in those early days 
remember him and his group of fisherman 
dive guides. With their amazing knowl- 
edge of Palau’s intricate reefs, Francis 
and his captains could take divers virtually 
anywhere, night or 
day, dropping them 
with pinpoint accu- 
racy onto Palau’s 
most exquisite un- 
derwater wonders. 

Much has 
changed over the 
years for Fish ‘n 
Fins but, as with most successful, long- 
term businesses, much remains the 
same. For, although the operation has 
kept pace with the times, with its own 
fleet of modern dive boats, a well 
stocked rental department and the other 
amenities today’s divers expect, it has al- 
so retained Francis’ original goal—taking 
divers where they want to go and giving 
them the dives they want, rather than 
making them simply fit into a standard- 
ized schedule of sites and dive profiles. 

“The people who come with us can 
dive to their own wishes,” says Francis. 
“We certainly make sure they maintain 
safety. However, we let them decide 


Fish ’n 

Fin’s dive 

adventures 

are vast and 

varied, including 

the sheer drop-off at 
Ngemelis Wall (top 
center), Mastigias jellies at 
Jellyfish Lake (above) and 
Manta Rays (right), the gentle 
giants of German Channel. 
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which sites they want to visit and to dive 
their own profiles.” 

Because of this approach, Fish ’n Fins 
clientele enjoys a wide range of dive 
sites, including some outside Palau’s 
most frequently dived areas near Koror. 
Even remote sites off Peleliu and 
Babelthuap are available at no additional 
cost. After days of two tank dives on the 
reefs, there are free trios to such popular 
places as Jellyfish Lake, Chandelier 
Caves and Soft Coral Arch. And, if that 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY AL HORNSBY 





isn’t enough, night dives are available— 
including dives with the Chambered 
Nautilus, for only $10 extra per person. 
Fish ’n Fins is in central Koror, adjacent 
to the popular Marina Hotel. With five, 26 
foot Yamaha cabin cruisers, each with 
plenty of shade, fresh water, a radio, oxy- 
gen and powered by twin 200 hp out- 
boards, the operation can comfortably 
handle 60 divers per day. Boats depart 
for two tank, all day excursions, with 
lunch included, from the dock at the 
Marina Hotel site but can also pick up 
divers at the Palau Pacific Resort dock. 
For divers needing equipment, the op- 
eration’s rental department Is well stocked 
with a complete range of U.S. Divers gear. 
For those seeking in- 
struction, the staff in- 
cludes a PADI and a 
NAUI instructor and 
five certified dive- 
masters (although 
dive tours are Fish ’n 
Fins’ main focus). 
Francis’ list of fa- 
vorite dive sites reflect his undiminished 
sense of exploration and discovery. The 
first he mentions is the Tip of Siaes 
Corner, a spot not on the list of well 
Known Palau dives. At the farthest point 
of Siaes Wall, a steep drop-off begins in 
50 feet of clear water. A sheer wall, deco- 
rated with large gorgonian fans and 
draped with colorful soft corals, plum- 
mets into the depths. The area is home to 
schooling jacks and Pyramid Butterflyfish 
and is loaded with Palau’s favorite 
denizens—Pacific Gray Reef Sharks, ina 
large, ever present school. 
Another unusual spot on Fish ’n Fins’ 
itinerary is Ngerdmau Channel, off 


Above: A swarm of jacks at Blue Corner. 


Left: Peleliu Corner has it all—a precipitous 
wall beginning at 45 feet, luxurious Black 
Corals and the possibility of pelagic visitors. 











Babelthuap, to the north of Koror. A 40 
to 50 foot channel opens onto the wall at 
the edge of the outer reef. Beautiful 
corals and reef tropicals make the site a 
splendid dive; resident Manta Rays make 
ita great one. 

At the other end of Palau’s large la- 
goon is another of Francis’ favorite 
spots—exciting Peleliu Corner. At the 
southernmost tip of the lagoon, where 
two prevailing currents cross, this site is 
pure excitement. A drift dive along the 
rough, vertical wall sweeps divers past 
Black Corals, huge gorgonian fans, 
large groupers and schools of Horse- 
eye Jacks. Just off the wall is a huge 
congregation—usually 20 to 30 ata 
time—of Gray Reef and Blacktip 
Sharks, who patrol incessantly, well 
within camera range. 

Beginning in December 1996, Fish ’n 
Fins will add even newer, more exciting 
dive options, with the operation of its 
new Albatross Sea Plane. Divers will be 
able to visit distant sites hundreds of 
miles to the north, toward Yap and to 
Helen's Reef in the south, a 30 mile long, 
open ocean reef system that has scarce- 
ly been explored by divers. Francis’ pio- 
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Continental Micronesia operates island 
hopper service to Palau with a change of 
planes in Guam, originating in Honolulu. 


neering spirit will continue to make 
Palau’s best and most exciting diving 
available to visitors who share his sense 
of discovery and underwater adventure. 


GETTING THERE 

Palau is reached from Hawaii on 
Continental Micronesia, with a change of 
planes in Guam. For complete informa- 
tion on Fish ‘n Fins’ dive adventures, 
contact your favorite dive travel agent or 
Fish ’n Fins, P.O. Box 142, Koror, Palau 
96940; telephone 011 (680) 488-2637, 
fax 011 (680) 488-1725, =8> 
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explore the best dive a safe, fun and memorable dive 

destinations in the vacation. When you call our 
world, let the world’s best live- resevation office, you will speak 
aboards take you there. Every with certified divers who have 
Aggressor trip is a unique experienced Aggressor diving 


adventure intoarealm ofexciting _ first-hand and can answer your 
marine life encounters andnever- _ dive travel questions. Call now 
ending photo opportunities. Each and find out howto becomea 





vessel is staffed with friendly member of the Aggressor Fleet 
professionals whose number one _ Dive the World Club. 
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or an adveriturous dive vacation. Be surrounded 
ds, see eye-to-eye with a whale shark, or 
ith giant pacific manta rays, it will make you 


ender why you didn’t book your Okeanos Aggressor trip sooner! 


| 
| 
i 
| 








j 
; 
‘ 


- = eee _ 
‘Sserieeeee terete nye renee eetettenteeyeaeemnenyaretereerapere erm emneenettent tes tert be taen sees ethene far hep eer ber et ertert bert bet eran cette tabcemerboct beet tT 
i 





nN 


ul 





Batre erie atti 


WOU 


ie ee 





Comin 
July 1997 


1-800-348-2628 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY STEPHEN FRINK 


dive vacation at Stuart Cove’s Dive 

South Ocean is more fun than a day 
at the circus. With shark dives as the 
main attraction and Stuart Cove as the 
ringmaster, there is So much action 
divers keep coming back for more! In this 
submarine circus, the three rings are dis- 
tinct shark dives known as Shark Run- 
way, Shark Wall and Shark Arena. 
Each site is different and features unique 
behaviors and its own population of 
Caribbean Reef Sharks. 

Rinc #1—Shark Runway: This site is 
only about a mile from the docks at Stuart 
Cove’s Dive South Ocean and features a 
small patch reef rich with cleaning sta- 
tions in the midst of a vast, sandy bottom. 
The drop-off is within easy swimming dis- 
tance, as is the wreck of the Bahama 
Mama, but shark enthusiasts will likely 
miss the subtle beauties of this reef be- 
cause, from the moment the divers hit the 
water, sharks surround them. The depth 
here is only about 45 feet and the water is 
usually remarkably clear despite being so 
near shore. 

This is one of my personal favorite sites 
for shark photography because the shal- 
low depth means ample ambient light 
and bottom time. The sand here is coarse 
and heavy enough to quickly settle to the 
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Stuart Cove’s dive eleye} alelNer Tal tgs) elo | 
divers to three high-voltage Sl aele @icrere liars 
frenzies: Shark Runway, Wail and Arena. 





bottom once stirred up by either sharks 
or divers. There is usually a gentle cur- 
rent, which will wash away any turbidity 
generated by the shark feeding. Of 
course, the main advantage to the pho- 
tographer is that the resident Caribbean 
Reef Sharks are used to being fed here 
and are brazen about seeking handouts. 
They show up quickly and get very close. 
The feeding routine involves Stuart or 
one of his staff (the men’s feeding arm is 


x More Fun Than 
You Can 








Top: Stuart Cove utilizes a 
polespear and chainmail gloves to safely 
feed a Caribbean Reef Shark. Above: 
PADI Shark Awareness Certificate. Left: 
Eleven sharks at Shark Runway; fast, 
close, heartstopping action. 
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protected by a chainmail glove reaching 
to the shoulder) using a polespear to ex- 
tract chunks of bait from a special hinged 
feeder box. They are careful to take out 
only one piece at atime and then close 
the box. Unlike other shark encounters, 
where the bait is tethered to a line or a bait 
box is open to indiscriminate feeding, this 
prevents a feeding frenzy from getting out 
of control and prolongs the activity. Plus, 
Stuart and the Dive South Ocean shark 








wranglers are skilled in leading the sharks, 
via the bait, to the front of a photogra- 
pher’s dome port for the perfect picture. 

Rina # 2—Shark Wall: This site is a 
vertical precipice along the deep abyss 
Known as the Tongue of the Ocean. 
Beginning in about 75 feet of water, the 
wall is a lovely dive, with large purple 
Stove-pipe Sponges and whip corals 
adding to the wide angle vista. However, 
because this site is near Shark Arena, 
Caribbean Reef Sharks, Nurse Sharks 
and groupers have come to associate 
divers with food and remain in the vicinity 
throughout the dive. Here is a perfect op- 
portunity to get that classic shot ofa 
sponge and coral foreground with sharks 
silhouetted in the background. The 
groupers here are exceptionally bold 
and, even without food to entice them, 
will allow photos to be taken of them with 
a Nikonos Close-up Outfit. 

Shark Wall is usually the first dive of a 
two tank excursion, the second dive 
takes place at Shark Arena. This works 
especially well because the wall is a little 
deeper and the sharks and attendant 
scavengers remain on the scene hoping 
for more food. Shark Wall doesn’t have 
the high voltage thrills and adrenaline 
oump of either the Runway or the Arena 
but it is more typical of how sharks might 
be encountered in the wild, without the 
stimulus of bait in the water. 

Rinc #3—Shark Arena: For many, 
this site is the epitome of shark diving. 
Amid spur and groove coral canyons in 
about 50 feet of water (about 40 yards 
shoreward of Shark Wall) Stuart has es- 
tablished an absolutely reliable and 
thrilling encounter with a population of 
orimarily female Caribbean Reef Sharks. 
This was the first site that sharks were 
consistently seen off New Providence 
more than a decade ago. It is also where 
the first efforts were made to gradually 
condition the sharks to overcome their 
natural reticence and take bait from 
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divers. As a result of thousands of dollars 
worth of bait and long years of hard work 
(although even Stuart would have to ad- 
mit a large measure of sheer fun was in- 
volved as well), one of the world’s best 
shark encounters has evolved. 

The Dive South Ocean shark team will 
pick a sandy spot to situate the feeder 
and bait box. Divers form a semi-circle 
around the action, with their backs to 
high profile corals. From the moment the 
bait box is in place, the shark action is 
fast and furious. The sharks circle con- 
stantly to be in position, then dart in to 
grab the bait. Along the outer perimeter 
of the action there are wonderful oppor- 
tunities to see the sharks up close (and in 
exceptionally clear water). Closer to the 
feeding, however, is where there are 
those heart-stopping visions of dropping 
pectoral fins, nictitating eye membranes 
and cavernous maws with rows of 
sharply serrated teeth chomping down 
on the bait. Truly this is like no other ex- 
perience in diving and should be on any 
list of must-do dive adventures. 

In addition to the voyeuristic aspect of 
this three ring circus, Stuart Cove’s Dive 
South Ocean also offers an educational 
element. Its Shark Awareness Course is 
conducted as a full class on the island or 
with a Start At Home component allow- 

(Continued on Page 54) 





Above: E-6 processing on the premises al- 
lows guests to review shark photos with- 
out delay. Below: Stuart and Michelle Cove. 
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tems mentioned above are considered 





TECHNIFACTS 


The Art of Breath Holding 


BY E.R. CROSS 





here is no argu- 
| ment that the art 
_ of breath hold diving 
was the first skill de- 
veloped by divers. 
_ Probably the earliest 
effort to obtain air at 
depth was through 
long reeds similar to 
our snorkels. At depths more than two or 
three feet this could have caused injury 
to early divers. 

To safely go deeper divers needed air 
oumped to them or a reliable, portable 
air Supply. lf the former—perhaps a div- 
ing bell—was used, it had to be large 
enough to contain the diver. Both sys- 





self-contained underwater breathing 
apparatus (SCUBA) and supply air to 
the diver at a pressure equal to the wa- 
ter at depth. Beginning nearly 3,000 


At Magazine’s Laucala (La-tha-la) Island, you are 
treated to a world of space and choices beyond compare. 
All wrapped in the friendly and warm Fijian hospitality that itself 
knows no bounds. 
ea full service dive operation will cater to your every 
need...there are no time tables or schedules. You decide 

when and we'll take you to over thirty world class dive sites 
nearby our spectacular island located in the Northern Group 
of the Fiji Islands. If you don’t want to dive, you can fish, 
windsurf, snorkel, play tennis or do nothing at all. Anytime. 

our accommodations, a private 

bure, is located on the beach and FO RBES 
features all the modern comforts and 
conveniences you will need. Ourstaff MAGAZINE’S 
will prepare your meals, make upyour FIJI ISLAND 
,Oure and cater to your special requests... <mimlmansieeceeces 


In a Fiji Forbes Laucala world, you get to 
Ske sted babs pre Wilde ah 3 a ea in wae ied 


Outside U.S. Phone (71 9) 379-3263 or fax (71 ®) 379-326 B 
_ Address: P.O. Box 149, ‘Ft. Garland, co 81133 _ a 
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years ago, both open and closed bells 
were the first apparatus to permit un- 
derwater breathing by divers. 


INTERPRETING WATER 

Knowledge is one side of the triangle 
of safety. Safety in diving will take on 
new meaning when divers fully under- 
stand what they see. Since water con- 
ditions are mainly linked to atmospheric 
conditions, reading the water must be- 
gin before a dive. This is a critical first 
step toward safety when diving an area 
for the first time. 

While still on the surface—Stop, Look 
and Listen. Wind is air in motion. Wind 
generates waves and helps cause cur- 
rents. If you can hear wind as it blows 
through poles, wires, around buildings 
and through boat rigging, it is strong 
enough to generate waves that may be 
troublesome. If itis an offshore wind, 
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MINI C-LITE 


We light the underwater world. 






















The Mini C-Lite’s small size, incredibly 
intense beam and reliability have made it 
the #1 choice among divers. The Mini 
C-Lite is as useful during the day as it is at 
night. Colors disappear with depth, light 
must be introduced to visualize the rain- 
bow of colors underwater. Four C-cell alka- 
line batteries provide 6 hours of high inten- 
sity light from the long life quartz Halogen 
bulb. Unique rotating on/off switch with 
lock prevents accidental use. The guaran- 
teed indestructible outer case is water 
proof to 300 feet (90m). Mini C-Lite mounts 
to strobe arms for use as an aiming/model- 
ing light, and can easily be converted to a 
signal-type blinking strobe. Unsurpassed 
for brightness and versatility. 


Ask Your Local Dive Shop! 


IKELITE Underwater Systems * 50 W 33rd St. * Indianapolis, IN 46208 * 317.923.4523 


MINI C-FLUORESCENT 


Two Lights in One. 


The Mini C-Fluorescent combines a 
halogen lamp and reflector with the gentle 
illumination of a fluorescent lamp. The 
halogen lamp provides a spot beam to illu- 
minate distant objects night or day. 

The fluorescent lamp provides uniform 
lighting of everything within reach under- 
water and is ideal for pre/post dive and 
recreational activities. Use the fluorescent 
lamp in place of chemical sticks to protect 
the environment. 

The 4 alkaline C-cells provide a burn 
time of 6 hours for the halogen and 15 
hours for the fluorescent. A separate switch 
operates the halogen and fluorescent 
lamps. 

The Mini C-Fluorescent is virtually inde- 
structible with a 300’ depth rating. 





SUPER C-LITE HX 


lkelite’s brightest Alkaline Dive Lite 


The Super C-Lite Hx is Ikelite’s brightest 
alkaline hand held diving light. The 
extended Super-C body accepts six c-cells 
to power the brighter 7.5 volt halogen 
lamp for 6 hours. The large reflector pro- 
duces a concentrated spot beam, ideal for 
use in bright or dark, clear water. 

The Super C-Lite Hx features a unique 
folding on/off switch with spring loaded 
lock to prevent accidental use. Nickel plat- 
ed contacts boost electrical efficiency and 
are more corrosion resistant. A rubber 


shroud protects the front lens. Easy open- | 


ing is assured and the casing is virtuall 
indestructible with a depth rating of 300 
(90m). 
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SPD LITE 


Specialty Dive Lite. 

The high performance lighting choice 
for specialty cave and wreck divers. Choice 
of adjustable focus 50W or compact 35W 
lite head. Both lite heads are anodized 
aluminum featuring a rotating on/off 
switch and 4.5' cable. 

Unique battery pack is contoured to fit 
divers tank or waist. Near neutral buoyant 
battery pack uses industrial grade ni-cads 
for 1.1 to 1.5 hrs. of burn time. Battery 
packs can be combined to double burn 
time. Battery pack can be used with Ikelite 
Pro Video-Lite for added versatility. 
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TECHNIFACTS 


with offshore waves, it can be even more 
of a problem. This is particularly true of 
waves that are short and choppy, making 
swimming difficult. Waves generated by 
an onshore wind are usually less difficult 
to cope with and may even be useful in 
returning from the dive. 

Before entering the water, look for the 
oresence of major current flow. Such 
currents will usually be apparent by a line 
of discolored water where two bodies of 


water meet and, frequently, by a distinc- 
tive surface grunge line of befouled wa- 
ter. lf there are any pollutants in the water 
they will probably be in the grunge line. 
Once divers are in the water they are 
subjected to whatever the water is doing. 
The first important step to dive safety is to 
become aware of as many aspects of the 
surrounding water as possible. During de- 
scent divers should keep oriented with 
wind, waves and currents. When reaching 
the bottom relate this orientation to bot- 
tom conditions; the direction of currents, 
swells, Surge and movement of marine 
life. Unless diving from a chase boat, it is 
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Spare Air™ is a totally self contained (2.7 
cu. ft. of air), refillable apeing air system 


that’s small and easy to use. 
“SIMPLY DEPENDABLE.” 
“Tested and approved by the U.S. Navy. 


Dear Larry 
I was down at 120 feet diving on a wreck in Hawaii. 
I was down for about 4 minutes when I felt some- 
thing pounding on the left side of my chest. I looked 
down at my gauge and saw all of my air rushing out 
of the swivel. I watched in horror as the air gauge 
needle went from 2500 psi to 0 in less than 
30 seconds. I immediately took out my 
Spare Air unit and began to breathe 
from it. | swam over to my 
buddy, grabbed his octopus, 
and made a safe ascent to 
the surface. When my swivel 
0-rings failed and all of my 
air flowed out my buddy 
was at least 30 feet from 
me. I could not have 
made it to him. The 
Spare Air saved my life. 
It’s good to know 
that my Spare Air 
is always there 


when I need it! 
Sincerely, 
Captain 

Bruce Besser 
President 
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usually preferable to move against the 
current. Return to the dive site is then 
down current. When a return to the dive 
site is likely to be a Surface swim, adjust 
the dive pattern to permit the return to be 
in the direction of the wind and waves. 


ONE MORE U/W EARTHQUAKE 

An interesting and unusual U/W earth- 
quake was reported by Jack Steinmetz. 
Jack was working on a 14 inch pipeline in 
2/0 feet of water. He and his dive partner 
were inside a dry welding habitat making 
a hyperbaric weld. Jack wrote, “While 
making the final adjustments to the align- 
ment, both ends of the pipe suddenly 
started to jump about. My dive partner 
thought the DPV (dynamic positioning 
vessel) was malfunctioning and running 
off, dragging the habitat by our umbili- 
cal.”. Jack relayed the events to the sur- 
face personnel on the WADS (Welding 
and Diving Station). The divers were or- 
dered to make an emergency evacuation 
of the habitat, return to the bell and to the 
saturation system on the vessel. 

Things calmed down a bit and the 
welders returned to their habitat. After a 
few hours back on the job word came 
down to them, “You have just ridden out 
a magnitude 6.0 quake centered near 
us.” Jack said in closing, “The earth- 
quake on the bottom was very much like 
one on the surface except for the lack of 
a rumbling noise.” 

Keep us posted If you experience an 
earthquake while underwater. A pattern 
of experiences is developing. Technifacts 
will appreciate all reports. Be with us next 
month for more interesting reports and 
information. == 


Responsible 


Computer Diving 








¢ Always Make Your Deepest 
Dive First 

¢ Always Make The Deepest Part 
Of Every Dive First 

¢ Check Your Computer Often 

¢ Do A Salety Stop On Every Dive 





Adequate Surface Interval 
Between sign Dive 





SUBMERSIBLE SYSTEMS, INC. 


“The leader in self rescue breathing systems” 

18072 Gothard Street, Huntington Beach, CA 92648 

Available at your local dive shop or call (800) 648-3483 —(714) 842-6566 & 
Only those who are properly trained or certified should use or operate life 

support equipment. ©1995, Submersible Systems, Inc. 
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BERMUDA DIVE OPERATORS OPEN IN 
FALL: Bermuda’s five dive operators re- 
cently announced they will remain open 
for business throughout the fall months 
(through November) of this year. 
According to an island sookesman, the 
best diving on Bermuda's reefs and 





shipwrecks is during the fall, when the 
underwater visibility dramatically im- 
proves (100 feet plus) and water tem- 
oerature is fairly warm. 

All five dive operators will remain 
open until November 30th and three of 
the operators (Blue Water Divers, 
Fantasea Diving and Nautilus Diving) will 
remain open year-round. Most of 
Bermuda's hotels, resorts, retail stores 
and restaurants are open on a year- 
round basis. 

For diving reservations and more in- 
formation about Bermuda diving, you 
can call any of the five dive operators: 
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At the Ocean 
Corporation we : 
cannot supply enough 
graduates to meet the 
demand! Find out how 
you can launch an 
exciting and challenging 
career in commercial 
diving. Join one of the 
few professions where 
the demand is greater 
than the ba 


supply! 
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Find out more about 
. employment opportunities 
in commercial diving. 
Call: 
1-800-321-0298 or 
713-530-0202 


collect 


10840 Rockley Road 
Houston, TX 77099-3416 








Blue Water Divers, (441) 234-1034; 
Fantasea Diving, (441) 236-6339; 
Nautilus Diving, (441) 238-2332; Scuba 
Look, (441) 293-7319; and Southside 
Scuba, (441) 238-1833. You can also 
obtain a copy of Bermuda’s new Dive 
Guide and Shipwreck Program booklet 
by calling the Bermuda Department of 
Tourism at (212) 818-9800, = 


SISTER ISLANDS FLIGHTS: Island Air 
continues to provide twice-daily inter-is- 
land air service between Grand Cayman 
and its sister islands, Cayman Brac and 
Little Cayman, despite the discontinu- 
ance of its toll-free phone number. The 
airline operates a 19 passenger Twin 
Otter, plus a six passenger islander, on 
a seven days a week schedule. Island 
Air is regarded as the preferred airline 
for divers traveling to Little Cayman and 
Cayman Brac. 

For reservations or information on 
flight times, you can call Island Air at 
(845) 949-5252, Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
Cayman time or fax (845) 949- 
7044, =o 


YaP Dive Guibe: The Manta Ray Bay 
Hotel has just published Manta Ray Bay 
Diving and Snorkeling Guide to Yap, a 
new 44 page dive guide. The booklet 
contains detailed information on 35 
dive sites around Yap, plus a map indi- 
cating their geographic locations. The 
dive sites reviewed Include all Manta 
Ray cleaning stations as well as the is- 
land’s best vertical wall sites, cavern 
dives and Eagle Ray sites. Also con- 
tained in the booklet are two pages de- 
scribing Yap’s best snorkeling loca- 
tions, as well as helpful information 
about diving with Manta Rays and the 
behavioral characteristics of these re- 
markable fish. 

Copies of the new Yap dive guide are 
available through the Manta Ray Bay 
Hotel or by contacting Bill Acker, Manta 
Ray Bay Hotel, P.O. Box MR, Yap, 
Federated States of Micronesia; 01 1(691) 
350-2300, fax 011(691) 350-4567, e- 
mail yapdivers@mantaray.com. = 





The Best Regulator — 
onthe Market 
_ is Common Sense > 











USA: 1-800-541-4334 
USA Fax: 415-398-0479 
Fiji Fax: 011-679-702412 
E-mail: Info@aquatrek.com 


ANDI Nitrox Instructor Training Facility 
Fiji’s 1st PADI 5 Star IDC and ANDI 
Nitrox Instructor Training Facility. We 
offer courses from Beginner to 
Instructor on Mana Island. There are 
varying dive sites including the 
famous shark feed at the 
“Supermarket.” Our Nadi retail shop 
runs a day dive boat, books dive 
travel/accommodation and stocks 
the latest gear. 
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New Live-aboard launched in 1995! 
Dive all of fabulous Fiji on 
the 100’ “Sere”. Custom built for 
diving and launched new in 1995, 
this ship will take up to 10 people 
to Fiji’s best dive sites. 
For further information 
contact: 


Greg Lawlor 
Box 3256 
Lami, FIJI ISLANDS 
1-800-443-0799 
Ph: 011-679-361171 
Fax: 011-679-361137 
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NAPA: FIJI’S finest diving 
New Sites! More action! 


Nai’a has added a whole new 
area of outrageous dive sites 
to our already outstanding 
selection. Visit Fiji’s last frontier 
to see reefs teeming with sharks, 
mantas, jacks, barracuda, 
macro critters and soft coral! 


Sea & Sea Travel 
800-DIV XPRT 
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Fiji for the price of 
the Caribbean. 
One week inclusive 
packages from $1735! 


1-800-443-0799 


hh. QANTAS 


THE AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE 
circle #292 on Reader Service Card 


VE 
TAVEUNI 


P.O. Matei, Taveuni, 
Fiji Islands 
Phone Fiji: 011-679-880441 
Fax Fiji: 011-679- 880466 


Dive Taveuni Resort offers the 
ultimate tropical island experience, 
luxurious accommodations, 
gourmet island dining, friendly 
people, and relaxed ambience. 
This resort is owned and operated 
by your hosts Ric & Do Cammick. 
Nestled in 7 acres of gardens, 
overlooking the renowned 
Somosomo Straits, DIVE TAVEUNI 
is an experienced operation 
providing services for novice and 
experienced divers. 
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USA: 1-800-541-4334 


USA Fax: 415-398-0479 
Fiji Fax: 011-679-880-288 
E-mail: info@aquatrek.com 


Awesome, world class diving! 
10 minutes to the Rainbow 
Reef and Great White Wall. 

e Superior dive service! 
Friendly, efficient, and 
professional Fijian dive staff. 

e Unbeatable value! 7 nights 
/10 dives / all meals only $799 


p.p.t.s. 
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YOUR CHOICE NON-STOP TO FUL 


The Pacific’s leading 
airlines, Air Pacific and ° 
Qantas, want to take 
you on the only non- 
stop service from the 


mainland United States to Fiji, 
one of the most breath-taking 
dive areas and most friendly «& 


destinations in the world. 


Y AIR 
a PACIF I< 


FUU'S INTERNATIONAL AIRLINE 


(800)227-4446 
he OANTAS 


THE AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE 


(800)227-4500 
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Namale Resort 
Box 244, Savusavu, Fiji. 
Ph: 011-679-850435 
Fax: 011-679-850400 
North America: 800-727 FiJl 
World class diving...with service 
to match! A wide range of activities 
for the non-divers. Only 8 couples 
will experience the impeccable 
accommodations, gourmet meals 
and the ultimate in pampering. 
Magical with romance 
and surprises. 
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FIJI-WIDE 


DIVE 
RESERVATIONS 
NETWORK 


Linking your 
Entire Vacation 
USA/FIJI 


1-800-854-3454 
SEA FIJI TRAVEL 


P.O. Box 264, Savusavu 
Fiji Islands 
Phone: 011-679-850345 
Fax: 011-679-850344 


PNR PACIFIC 
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on Beachcomber Island 

© Resort. Fiji's only Nitrox facility 
situated in the oldest marine 
reserve. Spectacular diving 
including a shark encounter, ship 
& plane wrecks, soft corals, PADI 
instructors and divemasters. 
Professional trained show divers 
safe, world-class diving. 


Ph: 800- 521-7242 
Phone Fiji: 011-679-666538 
Fax Fiji: 011-679-669955 
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IS CET EE Hi, 
Enjoy the Best for Less 


TROPICAL 
ADVENTURES 


ST RAVER ee 


17 Years of 
Fiji Experience! 


One Call—Does It All! 


B00-247-3483 


i. QANTAS 
THE AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE 


circle #294 on Reader Service Card 


alawoai 
oie 


Unspoiled, unpopulated, unusually 
perfect. Kadavu’s premier resort. 
Intimate, secluded retreat limited to 
10 guests. Luxurious colonial style 
cottages. Private reefs offer world 
Class diving minutes from shore. 
Complimentary video on request. 
Escape to Malawai. For details call: 


Island Dreams Travel 
800-346-6116 or Malawai direct 
Ph: 011-679-520102 
Fax: 011-679-361536 
P.O. Box 1277, Suva, Fiji Islands 


circle #2840n Reader Service Card 


ECO DIVERS 


the Affordable Alternative! 


Professional Dive Team, Fantastic Variety of 
Diving, Moored Dive Sties; Fast-Fun RIB Zodiacs, 
fitted tank wrecks/ladders. Accommodation/Dive 

Packages. Individuals/Groups. 


Phone Fiji: 011-679-850122 
Fax Fiji: 011-679-850344 
P.O. Box 264, Savusavu, Fiji Islands 
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JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 
FIJI ISLAND RESORT 
Private Mail Bag, Savusavu, Fiji lslands 
Phone Fiji: 011-679-850188 
Fax Fiji: 011-679-850340 
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“Top Ten Perfect Resorts” 
—Conde Nast Traveler 


Vatulele is the only Pacific island 
admitted to the Relais & Chateaux, 
an exclusive hotel chain noted for 
personal service and cuisine. 
Catering for only 16 couples, this 
romantic hideaway is Fiji’s only 
5-Star island resort with a PADI 
facility including instructors. 


800-828-9146 
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Inclusive 
Packages & Custom 
Itineraries toall 
Dive Resorts & 
Live-aboards 
in Fiji 
Low Cost Air! 
1-800-928-3757 


Pair PACIFIC 
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BELIZE 


IT’S MORE THAN JUST REEFS! 


CALL FOR HOTEL/DIVE 
AIR PACKAGE INFO & RATES: 
800-327-8150 


_ BELIZE 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


San Pedro, > nbereris OF 
(954) 462-3400 © (954) 462-4100 (Fax) 
P.O. Box 21766, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 


http://www.twofin.com/twofin/belize.htm or e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
A Neal Watson’s Undersea Adventure Affiliate 


BEACH HOTEL 
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‘Dive id 
on the premises! 








Xanadu Undersea 3 day/ 2 nt 
Adventures offers pkgs from 
up to i dives daily BEACH RESORT AND MARINA 


$165» 


800-327-8150 
XANADU 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 


including night dives, 
wrecks, sharks, walls, 
instruction & rental. 
Enjoy our private 
beach, pool, tennis. 
We're minutes from 
golf, casino & 
shopping. 


(954) 462-3400 
(954) 462-4100 (Fax) 
(809) 352-3811 
P.O. Box 21766, 2 


“ Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 33335 





ogB,L ay/aS 
Voor UV/S 


FREEPORT, GRAND BAHAMA 

A Neal Watson's Undersea Adventure Affiliate 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/xanadu.htm 
or e-mail: nealwatson@ aol.com 
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CAYMAN SANCTIONS NITROX: IN an his- 
toric move, the 57 member Cayman 
Islands Watersports Operators 
Association (CIWOA) approved the use 
of oxygen enriched air, also called ni- 
trox. The association’s 40 dive opera- 
tor members voted in favor of the deci- 
sion during the June 13 general meet- 
ing. The subject has been debated by 
CIWOA for two years and the recent 
decision now allows use of nitrox by 
divers who are IANTD, ANDI, NAUI, 
PADI specialty EANx certified divers or 
who want to become nitrox certified in 
Cayman. In January, CIWOA approved 
the use of oxygen enriched air by Cl- 
WOA divemasters (who had completed 
nitrox training courses) for a trial one 
year period. = 


REDUCED PRICES ON M/V WIND 
DANCER IN THE BAY ISLANDS: Peter 
Hughes Diving, Inc. has a special dis- 
count available on its luxury live-aboard 
vessel, the M/V Wind Dancer. A $200 
discount will be applied to charters be- 
tween September 14 and December 
31, 1996, excluding the weeks of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. All cur- 
rent bookings for this period will also 
be discounted. 

The Bay Islands are renowned for ex- 
ceptionally clear water, spectacular walls 
and colorful shallow water coral gardens 
packed with one of the greatest collec- 
tions of sponges and corals in the 
Caribbean. There are also exciting oppor- 
tunities to dive with a variety of pelagic fish. 

To take advantage of this special dis- 
count, call your travel planner or con- 
tact Peter Hughes Diving, Inc., 6851 
Yumuri Street, Suite 10, Coral Gables, 
FL 33146; (800) 9DANCER, (800) 932- 
6237, (805) 669-9391, (805) 669-9475 
(fax). Or, on the internet at http:// 
www.winnet.net/dancer/ or http:// 
www.peterhughes.com or e-mail 
dancer@winnet. net. = 


BLUE WATER DIVERS/ 
SALT RAKER INN 
(Continued from Page 27) 


walk into the domestic side of the termi- 
nal, where a number of inter-island air ser- 
vices provide immediate flights to Grand 
Turk. It’s as easy as taking a cab to your 
hotel in a big city but a whole lot more fun. 
The U.S. dollar is the official currency of 
the Turks and Caicos and the electrical 
standard is 110 volts/60 cycles, the same 











as in the U.S. The islands stay on Eastern 
Standard Time year-round. 

Blue Water Divers and the Salt Raker Inn 
is acombination that just seems to go to- 
gether naturally, like sunshine and beaches. 
For reservations or more information, con- 
tact Blue Water Divers by phone or fax at 
(809) 946-2432. The Salt Raker Inn can be 
contacted by phone at (809) 946-2260 or 
by fax at (809) 946-2817. Tell them you’re 
another old friend coming to visit. = 


MINELAB’S EXCALIBUR 
(Continued from Page 14) 


turning the pointer knob at the end of the 
electronics cylinder. Pin Point operation 
registers all metals and allows you to 
quickly find a target. Disc mode cuts out 
signals from ferrous metals and allows you 
to use the discrimination control knob to 
eliminate other unwanted items. Three 
other control knobs allow you to cus- 
tomize the detector’s responses: Volume, 
Sensitivity (including an auto setting) and 
Threshold (also on/off). Set the Volume to 
your comfort level; set the Threshold tone 
to just audible and set the Sensitivity ac- 
cording to the depth to be searched and 
the soil or bottom conditions. 

Aside from its power, selectivity and sim- 
plicity, the Excalibur also offers another fea- 
ture to make searching fast and easy. The 





The Excalibur’s battery charger. A full 
charge takes 12 to 14 hours and will 
power the metal detector for 15 hours. 


arrangement of the eight inch searchcoll 
(“Double D”) allows a uniform depth, straight 
line detection pattern completely across the 
coil. You'll immediately detect targets that 
pass anywhere under the coil and then, by 
turning the coil 90 degrees, get their exact 
location with a crossing swipe. 

There’s even more good news about 
the Excalibur in the easy to understand in- 
struction manual but operation is no more 
complicated than described here. After a 
few minutes’ practice, you'll feel like a real 
“coin shooter.” 

The Excalibur is manufactured by 
Minelab Electronics of Stepney, South 
Australia and is available in the U.S. through 
several expert dealers, Such as Hudson 
River Metal Detector and Scuba Sales in 
Pleasant Valley, New York; (914) 635- 










Close Encounters 
amian Kind! 


1counter one of the World’s Best Shark Dives! 
ibean Reef, Bull, Hammerhead and Lemon sharks 
At Walker's venture to our superb dive sites including , 

nedral and nysterious Spanish Cannon Reef, all j ues J 
eck dives, twilight dives andya the 
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with Nassau Scuba Centre 


Our friendly and professional staff will 
treat you to a variety of dramatic wall 
and wreck diving, high voltage shark 

feeds and beautiful coral gardens 

from our spacious custom dive boats. 
Packages include four boat dives per day 
in a relaxing out-island atmosphere. 


Call for our variety of all inclusive 
Dive, Hotel and Air Packages 


800-327-8150 


Fax: (954) 462-4100 

Ph: (809) 362-1964 

Fax: (809) 362-1198 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/ 
nassau.htm or 

e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
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MINELAB’S EXCALIBUR 


3488. For the addresses and phone num- 
bers of other dealers, call (800) 995-1936. 
The Excalibur comes with a one year 
limited warranty on parts and labor and 
has a suggested retail price of $1,250. = 


STUART COVE’S SHARK 
CIRCUS 
(Continued from Page 45) 


ing students to complete the academic 


portion prior to arrival. The Shark Aware- 
ness course teaches basic shark identifi- 
cation, dispels myths and teaches facts 
about our ocean’s ultimate predator. The 
course imparts the cogent logic that 
sharks and divers can and must coexist. 
Once a dive is logged with dozens of six 
foot Caribbean Reef Sharks milling about 
at Shark Runway, Shark Arena or along 
Shark Wall, a whole new reverence for 
these majestic creatures is assured. 
Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean is at 
the South Ocean Golf and Beach 
Resort—a lush 190 acre complex featur- 
ingaPGA rated 18 hole golf course, 1,500 


Free Housing won't get you a job. 


JOB PLACEMENT WILL ! 


Steve Andrews, Aruba 

Dana Armenta, Florida Keys 

Tom Atkins, Turks & Caicos 

Karl Augspurger, Grand Cayman 
David Banks, Tortola 

Eric Barnhart, Mexico 

Mike Beach, Blackbeards Cruises 
Lea Benincasa, Bahamas 

Doug Blair, Royal Caribbean 

Tracer Borden, St. John, Virgin Islands 
Greg Boron, Jamaica 

Patrick Boulac, Bahamas 

Mark Brunning, Ocean Quest 

Greg Busse, Hawall 

Bob Carpenter, British Virgin Islands 
Chris Cargile, St. Martin 

David Clark, Grand Cayman 

Harry Cohen, Ft. Lauderdale 

Alex Cope, Grand Cayman 

Sage Dalton, Florida 

Darren DeDario, Turks and Caicos 
John Dean, Key Largo 

Frances Derry, Mexico 

Lisa DeSabatino, St. Lucia 

Gary DeSimone, Bequia, Grenadines 
Roderick Dickson, Utila, Bay Islands 
Keith Elis, Antigua 

Bob Goracy, Maul, Hawai 

Kendra Gudka, Key Largo 

John Hail, Bahamas 

Steve Hanson Mexico 

Mike Henderson, Private Yacht, Florida 
Nanette Lloyd, Antigua 

Simon Lloyd, Antigua 

Betty Lumbert, Roatan 

Scott Lumbert, Roatan 

Mark Mathewson, British Virgin Islands 
James Moran, Hawali 

Scott Field, Florida 

Jeffery Fisher, Turks and Caicos 
Chris Foy, Antigua 

Krystin Franke, Turks and Caicos 
Carolin Gatzke, St. Vincent 

Brian Grandy, Norweigan Cruise Lines 
Kendra Gudka, Turks and Caicos 
Chuck Haber, Mexico 

Mikel Ann Hall, Grand Cayman 

Jeff Harris, Sonora Bay 

Matt Hedrick, Thafland 


Career Development Center 


Mike Jacobsen, St. Thomas 

Heather Jones, Bimini, Bahamas 
Danny Kazandjian, Grand Cayman 
Michael Kennedy, Aruba 

Kd Kremer, Club Med, Sonora Bay 
Jason Lambert, Bahamas 

Mike Landis, Norwegian Cruise Lines 
Gary Lazorick, Caribbean 

Marc Leissner, Grenadines 

Larry Lengner, Aruba 

Tessa Le Van Den Abbeele, Jamaica 
Stephanie Lutz, Club Med, Mexico 
lan Marriot, Bahamas 

Jason Morross, Royal Caribbean 
Greg Mussco, Bahamas 

Dave Myers, Florida 

Mike Neal, Carnival Cruise Lines 
Bryce Ogle, St. Lucta 

Krol Ozashin, Tahiti 

Scott Patterson, Florida 

Colette Pepperell, St. Lucia 

Philipe Pepperell, St. Lucia 

Tony Pettersson, Freeport, Bahamas 
Marc Presscottl, Florida 

Keith Santillano, Palau 

Tom Shropshire, Grand Cayman 
Alan Stuart, Grand Cayman 

Kyle Sutton, Blackbeards Cruises 
Jay Tiche, Bahamas 

Shaun Tucker, Mexico 

Ernst Von Der Esch, Dominican Republic 
Rob Warner, Grand Cayman 
Michelle West, Bahmas 

Tim Winkie, Cayman Brac 

Pat Woodruff, Florida Keys 

Matt Young, Hawall =» « « 


Call today Toll Free 
1-800-800-DIVE 

for your PADI Career 
Training 

Catalog. 


iNTERNATIONAL 
Established 1975 


Professional Diving Schools of Florida 


801 Seabreeze Blvd.e Bahia Mar Yachting Resort e Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
Inside Florida or outside the U.S. Phone or Fax 954-761-8915 ¢ e-mail: prodive@icanect.net 


Licensed by the Florida State Board of Independent Post Secondary, Vocational Technical, Trade and Business Schools, License #79 
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feet of beach frontage and amenities that 
include 250 rooms, two swimming pools, 
tennis courts, exercise room, child care fa- 
cility, three restaurants and several bars. 
The dive center features a fleet of five fiber- 
glass V-hulled custom dive boats, a mas- 
sive compressed air system with an in- 
credible 90,000 cubic feet of cascade 
storage and ample classrooms, guest 
gear storage and retail areas. 

For further information about the 
Start Today, Shark Awareness or any of 
the dive/lodging packages, contact 
Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean at 
(800) 879-9832 or, on New Providence, 
(809) 362-4171 or phone/fax (809) 
362-5227, "8 


HDS PRODUCES ITS 
FIRST VIDEO 


BY TY SAWYER 


he Historical Diving Society USA 
has just released its first video, E.R. 
Cross, Interview with a Master Diver. 

E.R. Cross is an embodiment of div- 
ing history. His reputation, renown and 
influence are deeply entwined in the 
lore and development of modern deep 
sea diving. His many contributions have 
significantly impacted both military and 
commercial diving; his practices and 
ideas helped lay 
the foundations 
of recreational 
diving safety. 
Cross’ interna- 
tionally famous 
Technifacts col- 
umn has en- 
thralled and en- 
lightened readers 
of SKIN DIVER 
Magazine since 
July 1964. 

The HDS in- 
terview, taped in 1995, presents an 
E.R. Cross reflecting on the changes 
and developments he has witnessed 
during his 60 plus years as a profes- 
sional diver. Old U.S. Navy Mark V 
footage, stills and memorabilia highlight 
the interview. Additionally, rare and 
lengthy black and white footage from 
the 1950s television show Non-Fiction 
details training at his Sparling School of 
Deep Sea Diving, the first of its kind in 
the world. The training techniques de- 
veloped there are used even today. 

This videotape is a must see for anyone 
interested in diving and its history. Few 
people have had as much impact in their 
world as E.R. Cross has had on diving. 

E.R.Cross, Interview with a Master 
Diver is available from The Historical Diving 
Society, 2022 Cliff Drive, #119, Santa 
Barbara, California 93109. The price is 
$23.95 plus $5 for shipping and handling 
(California residents add sales tax). = 


‘The Historical Diving Society USA 
Presents 


K. R. CROSS 
interviess with a 
Master Diver 


Nirctucdos period diving foemge tom the US Nowy and 
Sparling Schon af Deep Sea Divi 





Celebrating 
our 
22nd year 
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¢ COZUMEL’S VERY BEST BEACH 


eGREATEST FLEETOFLIVE-ABOARDS ~— » PRISTINE AND EXOTIC ¢ Closest hotel to all major dive sites 











e 80-foot Ghazala/ e 83 ft., 6 dbl. cabins w/ensuite baths e From $995 weekly includes 
¢ 80-foot Ghazala Explorer e Fully air-conditioned accommodations, unlimited food & 
¢ 94-foot Ghazala Voyager ¢ 9 nights - $2250, with airfare $3625 bar, daily 2-tank boat diving with Dive 
e OR land-based only $825 weekly e An Indian Ocean Extravaganza Palancar, unlimited activities, taxes 
COVA GIG VENEZUELA SO OYAG IE 
TE ir ae be ANTARES III FIESTA INN 
] © ASUPERB 
ay «6s O- STARR RESORT 
= 6° Close to town 
fj °Oceanfrontrooms fee 
© Spectacular — eae 
swimming pool Mei eLos Roques— fish filled & action packed ° ASUPERB 4-STA Ry 
e 3-Tank boat diving ae e 85 feet of comfort & personalized service i. hain pbs ii sh 
with Dive Paradise Be i e 6 A/C staterooms w/ensuite baths e Private beach area 
Weekly from 5 © ONLY $1345 weekly ¢ 3-tank diving w/Dive Paradise 
only $663 : e PLUS land based & inland expeditions e Enjoy the Luxury of Paying Less 
Pure Luxw y Pay More? e-mail: 1035 20.2014@compuserve.com 
— WA (206) 441-3483 - FAX (206) 441-5431 


ee 210) (O26 111 Second North, Seattle, WA 98109 


“ez SOUENTURES 800-247-3483 


“Worldwid eas RY] 1am 
EAST AFRICA ® RED SEA® SEYCHELLES © INDONESIA * BORNEO ¢ AUSTRALIA * MICRONESIA ¢ CAYMAN ¢ BELIZE * COZUMEL 
e TURKS & CAICOS © FIJI ISLANDS e SOLOMONS ¢ PAPUA NEW GUINEA® THAILAND « SEA OF CORTEZ © SABA e GALAPAGOS 
e COCOS ISLANDS © ROATAN ¢ VENEZUELA © BONAIRE ¢ COSTA RICA e GREAT WHITE SHARK © WHALE SHARK e MALDIVES 
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he dolphins came to us, eager to play. 

They surfed on our bow wave and 
danced in our wake, inviting us into the 
water. As the boat stopped, a dozen dol- 
phins gathered around, part of a wild pod 
of Atlantic Spotted Dolphins (Stenela pla- 
giodon). As excited as kids at a birthday 
party we quickly slipped on our snorkel 
gear and joined them. The dolphins glided 
effortlessly around us, sleek and incredibly 
beautiful in the clear blue Bimini water. A 
mother escorted her curious calf as it 
passed each of us. Packed tightly side by 
side, groups of four or five young adults 
dived to the sand 20 feet below and spi- 
raled back to the surface. The older 
adults, covered with more spots and 
somewhat larger than the younger individ- 
uals, moved at a more measured pace. 
Often they swam right up to look us in the 
eye, kindling an unmistakable moment of 
communication. It was a joyous, unforget- 
talble encounter. 

Bimini Undersea Adventures’ Wild 
Dolphin Excursion is very different from a 
dolphin show in a theme park or captive 
dolphins escorted outside for a few hours. 
This is an invitation from a pod of wild 
Spotted Dolphins to visit with them for 
awhile. There are usually 12 to 20 individu- 
als in this pod, a mix of male and female, 
young and old. They seem to enjoy our 
clumsy snorkeling as much as we enjoy 


Unforgettable 
Wild Dolphin 
Excursions 


fae 
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Bimini Undersea Adventures’ staff (L to R): 
Nowdla Keefe, Heather Jones, Bill Keefe, 
Sophia Bowleg and Melanie Philippi. 


: — —— ~—_- 


ay. | isa OER ‘ 
Ocean il one — 


provide state-of-the-art facilities 
and comfort to make it EASY to 
DIVE KEY LARGO. Dive day or 
night, air or Nitrox— 


Ocean Divers does tt all! 


1996 


© AD/SD 


522 Caribbean Drive, Key Largo, FL 33037 © E-mail : oceandivrs@aol.com 
Phone: 305-451-1113 © Fax: 305-451-5765 


their complete mas- 
tery of the ocean. 
They set the terms, 
though, coming and going as they 
please. Bimini Undersea Adventures has 
been running the Wild Dolphin Excursion 
twice a week for more than six months 
and the dolphins have come to visit about 
80 percent of the time, so the chances of 
a successful excursion are excellent. So 
far, the dolphins have stayed to play any- 
where from 30 minutes to several hours. 

You can float on the surface and the 
dolphins will come to you. Just kickback 
and enjoy the exhibition. If you free dive 
toward the bottom, though, the dol- 
phins will follow you down as though 
they appreciate you joining the game. 
They'll circle and cavort, then escort you 
to the surface. It makes you realize how 
sleek, fast and well adapted to life in the 
ocean they are. If we were biplanes, 
they would be high performance jets. 
They zoom up and down, turnona 
dime, then brake suddenly and ease by 
you slowly for a nice long look. 





BIMINI UNDERSEA 
ADVENTURES 
Bill and Nowdla Keefe have operated PO Box 7000, Soufriere, St. Lucia, West Indies © Telephone (758) 459-7000 Fax (758) 459-7700 
TU em ere eenge shceseee For U.S. dive reservations call Go Diving at 800-328-5285 or (612) 931-9101 


and became the owners in 1987. They 
Call immediately for our color brochure, or contact your favorite travel agent. 
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BIMINI UNDERSEA 
ADVENTURES 


know Bimini inside and out and are terrif- 
ic hosts. Instructors Melanie Philippi and 
Heather Jones take care of the in-water 
activities, while Sophia Bowleg minds the 
store. Altogether they are a great crew, 
which accounts, in part, for their 60 per- 
cent repeat business. Of course, the ex- 
cellent diving around Bimini is the other 
side of the equation. 

Divers quickly discover that Bimini is rich 
in fish. The mangroves and seagrass beds 


of the shallow Grand Bahama Bank to the 
east of Bimini function as nursery grounds. 
To the west, the Gulf Stream ensures a 
steady supply of both larva and adults. The 
result is a life-sized aquarium filled with reef 
fish and pelagics. Whether you dive a 
wreck, reef or the wall, Bimini will treat you 
to a parade of fish. Shallow reefs such as 
Kinks and the Strip feature Blue Striped 
Grunts and Blackbar Soldierfish packed 
solidly side by side. Wall dives such as the 
Nodules and Tuna Alley, as well as 
wrecks such as the Bimini Barge, can 
host anything from a big Hammerhead 
Shark to a pair of Foureye Butterflyfish. 


OPTIONAL SHARK DIVES ON EVERY CRUISE! 


A First-Clas 





¢ Three World-Class Itineraries—departing 


from Fort Lauderdale or Great Exuma. 
e Southern Bahamas: 
Exumas, Rum Cay, San Salvador, 
Conception Island. 
e Cay Sal: Victory Reef, Orange Cay, 
Blue Holes, Elbow and Water Cay. 
e Bahama Adventure: Theo's Wreck, 
Lucaya, Gingerbread, Hesperus, Bimini. 


e The world’s 1st SWATH Live-Aboard 
Boat—virtually eliminates motion. 

e E-6 Processing and Nikonos Cameras 

e Full Video Edit capabilities. 

e Ocean kayaks and skiing. 


widne 
“Learn To Dive” 


Ask your local participating 
dive center 





Call us at: 


800-UW-WORLD 


(800) 899-6753 © (954) 463-9324 


U.S. Patents 5,140, 924 and 5,282,763 Ship's Registry: U.S. Nekton® isa registered service mark. 


——- 


Elevating dive platform 
gets you close 


Lounge on our huge 
2,000 sq. ft. sundeck 





A/C cabins with private 
bath & showers 


© AD/SD 1996 
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Bimini Undersea Adventures operates 
two excellent dive boats. Adventurer is a 42 
foot Stapleton, a spacious, stable boat with 
twin diesels. Delphine is the latest acquisi- 
tion, a 32 foot Island Hopper that makes 
fast work of the run to the dolphin grounds. 
Naturally, both boats are outfitted with all 
the necessary safety equipment. Ten full 
sets of rental gear are kept on hand. 

Bimini Undersea Adventures offers a su- 
per dive package, with a choice of five dif- 
ferent hotels. The package includes three 
dives a day plus one dive on the day of ar- 
rival. Departure day dives are possible 
since Pan Am flies at only 1,500 feet but an 
additional fee applies. The package can be 
booked for any number of days. Night 
dives are scheduled for Tuesdays and 
Fridays, adding a fourth dive to the pack- 
age on those days. The location of the 
dives is flexible, depending chiefly on the 
desires of the guests. Bimini Undersea 
Adventures lets you and your buddy be re- 
sponsible for your own dive, including 
computer divers. 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 
Most divers take the Pan Am Air Bridge 
(formerly Chalk’s International) from 
Watson Island in Miami directly to North 
Bimini. The 25 minute flight aboard one of 





Pan Am Air Bridge’s amphibious turboprop 
flying boats deliver divers to North Bimini 
from Miami with a touch of adventure. 


the amphibious turboprop flying boats is 
a bonus adventure. Someone from Bimini 
Undersea Adventures greets all dive 
package guests at customs, making sure 
guests get checked into their hotels 
quickly and set up for the first dive. 

Timeless Bimini is a wonderful place to 
forget telephones, television and 24 hour 
news, although all the advances of satel- 
lite technology are available if you want 
them. The restaurants are informal and 
the homestyle island cooking is delicious. 
T-shirts and shorts, a hat and sunscreen 
and a light jacket in the winter are all the 
clothes you need to pack. U.S. and 
Canadian citizens can enter Bimini with a 
birth certificate and photo identification 
but a passport is recommended. 

The Wild Dolphin Excursion offered 
by Bimini Undersea Adventures is a 
unique and inspiring experience—a cel- 
ebration of life with a mask and snorkel. 
For reservations or more information, 
contact Bimini Undersea Adventures at 
(800) 348-4644. = 





BLUE WATER DIVERS 
Arelaxed yet professional 
approach to diving makes us 
the preferred choice among 
residents and a retum favorite 
for visitors. Located at Nanny 
Cay Marina 

(809) 494-2847 

FAX (809) 494-0198 


KILBRIDES 
UNDERW. 
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NANNY CAY 


RESORT & MARINA 


Headquarters for Blue 
Water Divers. Pool, 
tennis, sailing and 
powerboat charters. 
Restaurants. Studios 
with A/C, balcony. 


(800) 74-CHARMS 
(809) 494-2512 
FAX Res. (809) 494-0555 


UNDERWATER SAFARIS. 
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Even Easier! 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BILL HARRIGAN 





ed Sail Sports has definitely got the 
bases covered on Grand Cayman. 
The first Red Sail Sports began opera- 
tions at the Hyatt eight years ago, setting 
the extraordinary level of personal ser- 
vice for which Red Sail has become 
known. Last year a second location 
opened at the Westin and now a third is 
operating at Rum Point. Wherever you 
stay on Grand Cayman, there is likely to 
be a Red Sail Sports close by. 


RED SAIL SPORTS 

Whether you are taking your first lesson 
or adding to your skills, Grand Cayman is 
a wonderful place to learn to dive and Red 
Sail Sports has one of the finest instructor 
staffs in the business. All courses from re- 
sort to divemaster are available and you 
can choose among PADI, NAUI, NASDS 




























or SSI certifications. Handicapped Scuba 
Association instructors are also on staff, 
with appropriately equipped boats and 
facilities. Custom videos or photography 
are available on any dive, as well as per- 
sonal instruction and rentals. 

The service and equipment at Red 
Sail Sports reflect the high standard of 
its Hyatt Regency affiliation. The rental 
equipment, for instance, is replaced with 
new gear every year. Gear lockers are 
provided at each location but, if you pre- 
fer, the staff will take care of your equip- 
ment from start to finish. 

All Red Sail Sports boats were con- 
structed specifically for diving. Every- 
thing—from the open transoms and 
freshwater showers to the marine heads 
and strong handrails—was designed for 
uncompromised convenience and safe- 





_ The new 42 foot North Wave. , 
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ty. The divemasters will assemble your 
equipment on a new tank between dives 
while you enjoy fresh fruit, ice water or 
lemonade. Separate rinse barrels and 
camera tables with safety rails are avail- 
able for photographers. 

Diving is not the only watersport that is 
great on Grand Cayman and Red Sail 
Sports has all the fun toys you have ever 
wanted to try, from waverunners to wa- 
terskis. Two state of the art sailing cata- 
marans make snorkel trips to Stingray 
City and Seven Mile Beach, with a choice 
of lunch, dinner or sunset cruises. 


HOTEL/DIVE PACKAGES 
Over the last eight years Red Sail Sports 
has become synonymous with diving at 






















North Wall 


North Sound 


the luxurious Hyatt Hotel, where personal 
service is foremost and the surroundings 
are exquisite. The spacious rooms are ap- 
pointed with the highest quality furnishings 
and each balcony offers a private view. The 
Regency Club, which occupies a special 
section of the hotel, takes the famous 
Hyatt service to an even higher level. Red 
Sail Sports offers two dive packages with 
the Hyatt—Scuba School and Dive Into It. 

The second Red Sail Sports dive center 
is at the Westin, a new hotel on Seven 
Mile Beach that opened last December. 
Featuring luxurious rooms with ocean 
views and beachfront pools, the Westin is 
rapidly becoming a favorite. 

In association with the Christopher 
Columbus Condos, Red Sail Sports offers 


Left: Red Sail 
Sports’ Hyatt, 
Westin and Rum 
Point operations 
benefit from the 
caliber of their 
staff members. 
Below left: Red 
Sail Sports’ full 
service retail, dive 
and instruction 
center at the 
Hyatt Regency. 


a dive package that is especially popular 
with families and groups. Accommo- 
dations can be selected for almost any 
number or combination of people. Amen- 
ities such as full kitchens make the con- 
dos a convenient choice. 

Dive packages with accommodations 
at the Cayman Kai Resort are available 
from the newest Red Sail Sports dive 
center at Rum Point. On the northern tip 
of Grand Cayman, Rum Point is a quiet, 
private counterpoint to the bustle of 
Seven Mile Beach but it is also very close 
to spectacular North Wall and Stingray 


(Continued on Page 64) 
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4 Nights, 
2 Days . 
Diving 12/20/96 


Including Food & Beverage 
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Other Dive Packages Available 
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Valid to 
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Gulf Of Mexico 
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Atlantic Ocean 





Key Largo’s Dedicated Dive Resort 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY DONNA MCLAUGHLIN 


D iving at Kelly’s with Aqua-Nuts is 
easy and fun. You don’t need to car- 
ry atank or haul your gear. Simply roll out 
of bed and walk a few steps to the dive 
boat. Divers are welcomed guests at 
Kelly's and are catered to in every way. If 
you are interested in two dives a day or 
five, no problem. The friendly crew will 
load and unload your tanks, provide 
sandwiches between trips and help you 
identify the fish you see. Whether you’re 
a dive gorilla or snorkel enthusiast the 
professionals at Kelly's and Aqua-Nuts 
make your stay in Key Largo memorable. 
Trips aboard the 42 foot Aqua-Nuts 
Diver || depart twice daily for Key Largo’s 
National Marine Sanctuary and points 
south from Carysfort Reef to the Aquarius 
Habitat. Dive Molasses Reef in search 
of a Green Moray Eel, the MV Benwood 
at night for Spiny Lobsters and the 
Duane for schools of Great Barracuda. 
The Aqua-Nut Diver // is built for diver 
comfort and convenience. The deck is 
wide, with gear storage below the bench in 
front of your tank. There is a deluxe camera 
station. Sturdy ladders and an open tran- 
som make for quick entry and exit. My fa- 
vorite features are the freshwater showers. 


A UNIQUE 
WATERFRONT RESORT 
After arriving at Kelly’s on the Bay you 
don’t have to get back into your car until 
you go home. Within walking distance are 
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Top: A Nurse Shark stretches out ona 
sand patch beside a coral crowded reef. 
Above: The 42 foot Aqua-Nut Diver II. 
Right: The staff members of Kelly’s and 
Aqua-Nuts cater to the needs of divers. 


restaurants featuring Italian, Floribbean 
(Florida/Caribbean), Mexican and 
American cuisine. Dive packages include 
use of paddleboats, Ocean Kayaks, ca- 
noes, freshwater pool, hottulbs, outdoor 
barbecue, picnic tables and bicycles. All 
rooms are air-conditioned, have HBO 
satellite TV and include a deluxe conti- 
nental breakfast. Out on the point you 
can relax in a hammock or lie in a chaise 
lounge. Bring the whole family, there are 
plenty of activities for every interest. 





Kelly’s has expanded its property. The 
freshwater pool, six new rooms, more 
parking and tropical walks are now a part 
of the resort. The Thaler family is very 
proud of the new additions and looks for- 
ward to future improvements for its 
guests. For reservations and information, 
contact Kelly’s on the Bay and Aqua- 
Nuts at 104220 Overseas Highway, Key 
Largo, FL 33037; (800) 226-0415, = 
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Yongala Wreck 


..and in Papua New Guinea 
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¢ Aboard SpoilSport you'll enjoy exceptional 
meals, comfort and privacy. 


¢e Witness thrilling shark action 
at Scuba Zoo. 


¢ Swim with big fish at 
VFL eslitsLolem odlalareced (=e 





1996 - ‘97 Starting Rates 









July-Dec’96 Jan.-June’97 
Py eole) | [yeole) a « $4,739 1,511 
Coral Sea — 6 days 


Supersport * 696 * 624 
Cod Hole — 3 days 


Watersport * 365 * 335 
Yongala Wreck — 2 days 










e Explore the Yongala, 
one of the world’s 









Teliites Papua New Guinea 
best wreck 7 nights papas 
: 10 nights 970 
| b] 
dives! 11 nights $3,249 











8-MIKE BALL 


Office hours 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 
Mountain Time 


© SD/AD 1996 








RED SAIL SPORTS 
(Continued from Page 61) 


City. For divers seeking both privacy and 
quality in their accommodations, a few 
select private homes and villas are also 
available in dive packages with the Rum 
Point Red Sail Sports. 

Diving with Red Sail Sports on Grand 
Cayman is not limited to these conve- 
nient packages. If you don’t happen to 
be staying at the Hyatt, you can still have 
the quality and service of Red Sail Sports. 
Free transportation for dives with Red 


/ Mania Rays— 
Guaranteed! 


/ Eagle Rays 2 
/ Wall Diving = 
Y Cavern Diving 
Y Exotic Night Dives 
Y Lionfish Dives 
Y Barracuda Schools 


Manta Kay 
yay Hotel 


“Yap Divers 
Ph: 011-691-350-2300 


Fax: 011-691-350-3841 
011-691-350-4567 


e-mail: yapdivers@mantaray.com 
Visit our home page at 
http://www.mantaray.com 


/ Waterfront Dive Hotel 
/ Air Conditioned Rooms 
/ Complete Dive Center 
/ U/WPhoto Center» 

Y World-Class Diving 

/ Bayside Barbeques 

/ Yapese Cultural Tours 
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Sail Sports will be provided from any ac- 
commodation on the island. 


GRAND CAYMAN DIVING 
RSS STYLE 

Red Sail Sports covers the entire 
range of Grand Cayman’s north and 
west coasts, including Stingray City 
and Sandbar. All morning trips are two 
tank affairs. The first dive is guided in 
small groups, usually about six divers 
each. When you’re not familiar with a 
dive site, a guide can be invaluable in 
helping you see the best parts of the 
reef or wreck. The second dive is a reg- 


Yap 


Divers 


YAP, MICRONESIA 
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Red Sail Sports offers dive packages 
with the exquisite Hyatt Regency (above) 
and the luxurious new Westin Casuarina 
Resort (below) on Seven Mile Beach. 





ular buddy dive. The maximum dive pro- 
file is 100 feet for 20 minutes for the first 
dive, which is typically on a deep wall 
such as Orange Canyon, Eagle Ray 
Pass or Tarpon Alley. Second dives 
are on shallower sites such as Oro 
Verde, Aquarium Reef or Royal Palm 
Ledge, with a maximum profile of 50 
feet for 40 minutes. One tank dives are 
offered each afternoon and night dives 
are run twice a week. 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 
Cayman Airways flies nonstop to 
Grand Cayman from Miami, Tampa, 
Orlando, Houston and Atlanta. U.S. citi- 
zens enter with a passport, certified birth 
certificate or voter’s registration card. A 
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photo ID is also needed, unless a pass- 
port is used. The electrical system is the 
same as in the U.S., so adapters are not 
necessary. Cayman dollars are the offi- 
cial currency, although almost every 
business will take U.S. dollars. Expect to 
receive your change in Cayman dollars, 
though. The exchange rate is usually 
$.80 Cayman to $1 U.S. at banks and 
$.75 Cayman to $1 at stores. 

For reservations or more information, 
contact Red Sail Sports at (800) 255- 
6425, = 








GRAND CAYMAN’S 


SCUBA SENSATIONS 
(Continued from Page 39) 


personal taste. 

Peter Milburn operates a small fleet of 
three custom built flattop boats (Champs 
I, land I/l). They cater to small groups of 
8 to 14 divers per boat. Peter’s newest 
vessel, Champs II//, was just recently 
overhauled and equipped with twin 175 
hp outboards that will push this vessel 
along at a brisk 20 knots. 

Peter schedules his morning dive trips 
for an early 8:00 am departure so his 
boat captains have their choice of dive 
sites and can return the guests by 11:30 
am. Peter’s very capable dive crews (in- 
cluding himself) dive the West Wall, 





Or 


Call Dee or Jeanette 
(809) 949-2022 
(809) 949-8731 (fax) 


North Wall and South Wall—weather 
permitting. The dive boat crews are very 
knowledgeable about Grand Cayman 
marine life and Champs I/// is equipped 
with a carpeted photo/video table. All 
three vessels are equipped with dive lad- 
ders and platforms. 

Ron and Kathie Kipp’s fleet of eight 
dive boats cover a broad range of de- 
signs, lengths and capacities. Several 
boats carry 12 to 15 divers; the largest 
vessel, the famous Holiday Diver (59 feet), 
is limited to 20 divers. Among the better 
known Bob Soto’s dive boats are such 
familiar names as Holiday Diver, Cayman 
Diver, Easy Diver and South Wall Diver. 








You won't find a better diving value. We 
at about half the cost of most other live-o 


© accommodations © tanks © weig 





eae an exciting package 
oard dive trips. We include: 
¢ food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 


ht belts 


On atypical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to hal 
e 3 dives a day ® island exploration ¢ fishing ¢ sailing 


© shell collecting © out island nightlife © 
© virgin diving © lazy days 


lobster hunts 


" Blackbeard’s 


CRUISES 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 © (305) 888-1226 © Fax (305) 884-4214 
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GRAND CAYMAN’S 
SCUBA SENSATIONS 


The latest addition to the fleet is the new 
39 foot Safari Diver—designed to carry a 
maximum of ten divers and cruise at a 
speed of 15 knots. It was built for extend- 
ed range travel and three tank trips. 

The Bob Soto’s dive boat fleet is 
scheduled for 9:00 am departures, with 
vessels leaving from both Seven Mile 
Beach and Governor’s Harbour/North 
Sound. They offer daily trips to dive sites 
along the West Wall, North Wall and 
South Wall. Trips to Grand Cayman’s 
East End are three tank dives, conducted 
three days weekly. 

The Bob Soto’s staff is exceptionally 
friendly and service oriented. The boats 
are roomy and equipped with freshwater 
showers. Each vessel is stocked with such 
customer amenities as an ice chest, drink- 
ing water, lemonade and candy (after the 
dive). All boats are equipped with shaded 
areas, as well as suntan lounging loca- 
tions. Dive boat departures are prompt 
and transportation is provided from and to 
the dive boat departure points. 

Bob Soto’s Diving offers an amazing 
selection of 34 different experiences that 
include morning dives, afternoon dives, 
night dives, one tank and two tank dives. 
The eight different dive vessels pretty 
much cover all of Grand Cayman’s best 
sites—north, south, east or west. 

The company’s newest dive experi- 
ence is a three tank trip to the East End 
aboard the Safari Diver. Scheduled for ev- 
ery Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, the 
vessel departs Governor’s Harbour at 
8:30 am. It cruises to the Far North Wall at 
the eastern end of Grand Cayman, where 
the first dive is done at such sites as 
Babylon, Julie’s Delight, Susan’s 
Holiday, Black Rock, Cinderella’s 
Castle or Allen’s Alley. This region is 
world renowned for exceptionally good 
visibility and the opportunity to encounter 
Eagle Rays, turtles, schools of Midnight 
Parrotfish, sharks and unusual pelagics. 

Dive number two aboard the Safari 
Diver is conducted (after a one hour sur- 
face interval) on the lesser visited region 
of Grand Cayman’s North Wall, where 
Eagle Rays abound and visibility can ex- 
ceed 120 feet. Dive number three is a 
shallow reef excursion near Rum Point or 
the Main Channel on the North Wall. It is 
here divers encounter a wide variety of 
reef fish in a beautiful coral setting. All 
dives are computer assisted, staying well 
within the safe margin of no decompres- 
sion dive limits. Reservations are a must if 
you don’t want to miss this adventure. 

Scuba Sensations is a full service dive 
center that offers equipment sales of 
such top quality brands as Forte, Sea 
Quest and Dacor dive gear. It operates a 





full video facility with an underwater video 
pro on staff. The shop is open from 8:00 
am to 8:00 pm, seven days a week. All 
major credit cards are accepted or pur- 
chases can be charged to Treasure 
Island guests’ room bill. 

Scuba Sensations and Treasure Island 
Resort have come up with a large selec- 
tion of economical dive vacation pack- 
ages for three, four, five, six or seven night 
stays. As of our publication deadline, we 
understand that winter air-land-dive pack- 
ages (normally high season) are available 
starting as low as $549 per person. By 
calling the toll free number you can dis- 
cuss and book the entire vacation pack- 
age, including accommodations, diving, 
airline transportation, car rental and what- 
ever else you need for making your Grand 
Cayman vacation the best ever! = 


BERMUDA’S SHIPWRECK 


CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 
(Continued from Page 29) 


Benchley’s book, The Deep and later, 
the movie of the same name. 

Cristobal Colon: The Cristobal Colon 
is Bermuda’s largest shipwreck, measur- 
ing 499 feet long and three decks high. 
Launched in 1928, this Spanish built 
transatlantic luxury liner was the most 
advanced design of her time. She was 
wrecked on October 25, 1936, when she 
crashed into a coral reef at a soeed of 15 
Knots. Today she lies in 20 to 55 feet of 
water with her wreckage scattered 
across 100,000 square feet of seafloor. 
Gigantic in size, she offers endless hours 
of fascinating exploration—examining 
boilers, steam turbines, propellers, drive 
shafts and hundreds of ship parts. 

Hermes: The Hermes is considered 
Bermuda’s most popular wreck dive be- 
cause she is fully intact, sits upright on the 
bottom and lies in crystal clear water. She 
is the perfect picture of a classic ship- 
wreck. Originally designed as a buoy ten- 
der, this 165 foot steel hulled vessel was 
constructed in Pennsylvania during World 
War Il. Long after her military service was 
over the ship arrived in Bermuda as a 
Panamanian registered freighter with en- 
gine trouble. She was abandoned by her 
crew because repairs were estimated to 
cost more than the ship was worth. In 
1984 the derelict became an artificial reef 
one mile off the south shore. She sits on a 
flat sand bottom in 80 feet of water with 
her mast pointing toward the surface. 
Visiting divers can explore her cargo hold, 
galley and wheelhouse or examine her 
deck winch, cargo boom, mast or other 
fixtures. 

Mary Celestia: One of Bermuda’s 
most mysterious shipwrecks is the Mary 
Celestia—a Confederate blockade run- 
ner with multiple identities. In an effort to 
confuse and evade monitoring by Union 
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a Why be out of touch? With affordable BOATPHONE™ cellular service, 
que 


CARIBBEAN CELLULAR NETWORK™ ‘ ; : ° f : : gta 
The convenience of being in touch. you can place or take calls whether you’re at the helm, on the hook, or on land 


touring the island. Bring your own AMPS-compatible (North American analog) (£3 Seber ocrene* 


cell phone from home or use one of our CONVENT1ENE rentals. In most places, you can even add voice and fax mail 


BOATPHONE' ; you'll never miss a call, even when you can’t answer the phone. Our reasonable rates are billed 


The #1 Cellular Phone Company Of The Caribbean 


to your major credit card. To find out how simple it is to enjoy your own temporary Caribbean phone number, 


just call the most extensive cellular communications network in the region: 1-800-BOATFON. 


When you’re boating in the 
Caribbean, bring your cell phone. 





In und 1-800-567-8366. In the Caribbean and “aloey th. 1-268-480-2628. * Limited time offer. © Caribbean Cellular Network 1996 
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DIVE WITH THE MANATEES IN FLORIDA! 


Come AN Crystal River With... P 
MERICAN PRO } 
DIVING CENTER 4 Face Only empl 
actu Mother Nature = = 


Rainbow River @ Boat Rentals ~ — 
et Could L 
(352) 563- ana Crystal River, FL 34429 OU ove! 
PADI 5 STAR All referrals welcome 
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cITRUS 


Once you meet a manatee, you're 
hooked. In the U.S.. manatees are 


Best Western found only in Florida with the 
Crystal Resort greatest concentration inhabiting 


Citrus County due to our warm, 
© Full Service Dive Shop spring-fed waters, underwater cavern 


@ Boat Rentals [505 nw 7th Ave. and friendly environment. 

@ Reservations: agree mal et Ea eee 
eee ee pect obit For more information about Citrus County, 
dibs A Dre id call: 1-800-587-MOMS 
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Plantation Inn 
aera: Sse and Dive Shop 


400 Yards From Main Dive Site ee ait ait 
Waterfront, All-Suite Motel, Marina, MANATEE TOURS - SCUBA - HOTEL snorkel Opportu 
200 yards from Main Springs, Dive Shop, BOAT RENTALS - GOLF - TENNIS ive & 2" ties 
Pools, Three Bars, Certified & Rental Dive Shop (352) 795-5797 ° n pei ‘des A available 


: ee Manatee Tours, Kayak Tours Hotel (352) 795-4211 or (800) 632-6262 


az "Southern Hospitality at its Best" 
(800) 443-0875 | Po. Box 516 
(352) 795-3111 | Crystal River, FL 34423 | P.O. Box 1093 « Crystal River, FL 34423] 
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BERMUDA’S SHIPWRECK 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 


spies, this crafty ship operated under a 
variety of names—Marie Celeste, Mary 
Celeste and the Bijou. Designed as a 
high speed side paddlewheel steamer, 
she was built in England and chartered to 
the South during America’s Civil War. 
She smuggled much needed guns, am- 
munition and food into Charleston 
Harbor. The sleek, 225 foot ship sank in 
1864 after hitting a reef close to 
Bermuda’s south shore. The wreck lies in 





55 feet of water with one of her paddle- 
wheel frames standing upright like a 
miniature ferris wheel. The other paddle- 
wheel lies flat on the sand, along with 
other interesting artifacts such as the 
boilers, anchor and part of the bow. 
Minnie Breslauer: The Minnie 
Breslauer is one of the unluckiest ships 
to sink in Bermuda waters. This 300 foot 
steel hulled English steamer was on her 
maiden voyage between Portugal and 
New York with a cargo of wine, dried 
fruit and bales of cork when she sank in 
1872. Unfamiliar with Bermuda’s reefs, 
the captain edged his new ship toward 


SOIT ar 


GRAND CAYMAN, 
















“Siec | "800-872-7552 


3 days diving 
4 days diving 
5 days diving 
6 days diving 


*For one 2-tank a.m. dive and one 2-tank p.m. dive 


UNLIMITED 
DIVING! 


If you’re going on vacation to dive, don't 
let a limited budget stop you. Dive as much 
as you like — with 
of course - ~ but 


the safety limits, 
ind a lot Cd poorer: 








Unlimited Costif | Savings 
Diving Full Price* 
Package 

$200 $360 $160 
$265 $480 $215 
$330 $600 $270 
$400 $720 $320 


For complete vacation planning, including Air & Accommodations 


FAX 809-949-7125 Some restrictions apply, holiday weeks excluded. 
Must be pre-booked and pre-paid. Offer valid through December 15, 1996. 
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the shore, where she collided witha 
submerged reef and ground to a halt. 
An attempt to back the ship off the reef 
only resulted in it sinking. The wreck is 
one mile off the south shore in depths 
ranging from 25 to 70 feet. Still visible 
are the ship’s huge steam boiler, parts 
of the wheelhouse, the ship’s steering 
quadrant, a four bladed propeller and 
her rudder. 

Pelinaion: Bermuda's best East End 
shipwreck is the Pelinaion—a 385 foot 
steel hulled cargo steamer. Built in Port 
Glasgow in 1907, her ownership 
changed numerous times before she 
was purchased in 1939 by a Greek ship- 
ping company and given her present 
name. The Pelinaion was heading from 
West Africa to Baltimore with a cargo of 
iron ore when she struck the reef off 
David's Head in 1940. The wreck lies one 
mile offshore at depths ranging from 20 
to 70 feet. She is an awesome sight be- 
cause of her large size and massive com- 
ponents. Most noticeable is the ship’s 
steam boiler, huge triple expansion en- 
gine standing upright and a spare pro- 
peller lying on her collapsed deck. 


DIVE OPERATORS 

Bermuda has five professional scuba 
operators with six dive centers, strategi- 
cally situated at various locations around 
the island. All of them operate custom 
dive boats, run daily trios and are staffed 
by certified scuba instructors, boat cap- 
tains and divemasters. 

BLUE WaTER Divers: On the West 
Shore at Robinson’s Marina, Blue Water 
Divers is Bermuda’s longest established 
dive operation. Operating the 42 foot 
Meridian, it offers daily dive trips to any of 
22 wreck sites—mostly on the island’s 
west, south and north sides. 

FANTASEA Divina: At Darrell’s Wharf in 
Hamilton Harbour, Fantasea Diving is a 
PADI Five Star Dive Center with conve- 
nient access to Bermuda's north side. 
From this location it operates the 35 foot 
Bottom Time and dives at least 20 
wrecks along the western, northern and 
eastern reefs. 

NauTILus Divina: With two dive cen- 
ters on the north and south sides, 
Nautilus Diving Ltd. offers easy access 
to just about all of Bermuda’s wreck 
sites. The Southampton operation at the 
Southampton Princess Hotel is within 
easy reach of 15 south shore wreck 
sites via the 40 foot Cracklin Rosie dive 
boat. The north side operation at the 
Hamilton Princess Hotel in Hamilton 
Harbour is home base for the 40 foot 
Cante Libra, with direct access to 15 
wreck sites along the northern, western 
and eastern reefs. 

ScuBA Look: At Grotto Bay Beach 
Hotel on the island’s historic east end, 
Scuba Look is Bermuda’s newest dive 





operation. Its 45 foot diesel powered 
Scuba Look can whisk you off to more 
than 15 wreck sites on the northern, 
eastern and southeastern reefs. 

SOUTH SIDE ScuBa: On the beach at 
the Sonesta Beach Hotel, South Side 
Scuba offers quick and easy access to all 
south side wrecks and reefs, as well as 
many more on the western and north- 
western reefs. It operates the 40 foot 
diesel powered UB 40, as well as a high 
speed hard hulled inflatable. 

For information about where to stay in 
Bermuda you can call any of the five dive 
operators and they will provide you with 
information as to the hotel accommoda- 
tions that are most convenient and meet 
your budget requirements. 


Dive St. Lucia 
atom" etal atclea mules 


GETTING THERE 

Getting to Bermuda is comparatively 
easy as the island is served by daily jet 
flights by American Airlines, Continental, 
Delta, Kiwi and U.S. Air. Bermuda is 550 
miles off the coast of South Carolina, al- 
most on the same longitude as the Virgin 
Islands. It is the northernmost coral reef 
system in the Atlantic. Some of the best 
diving can be experienced during of 
September, October and part of Nov- 
ember, when the water is still warm and 
the visibility ranges from 100 to 120 feet. 

For more information on the Bermuda 
Shipwreck Certificate program, where to 
stay or reservations for diving, contact 
any of Bermuda’s five dive operators or 
call the Bermuda Department of Tourism 
at (800) 821-1199. = 


operation to offer the ideal Dive Resort option 
in St. Lucia at an unbeatable price. 


Pee eereeeseerereeeesesreserereessoEsseseDesDeeneseEecener PRPS OTOH SHEE SEH EOE OHS ESEEOHESEEEHET HORE ORE OOOH ET OTHOEHTOHESEHESEHHET THEE OEE OH EH EH OEE EEEED 


ST. LU ST._LUCIAR Call (800) 327-8150 | 


UNDERSEA ADVENTURES Toll Free—U.S. and Canada 


Local (954) 462-3400 « Fax (954) 462-4100 
A Neal Watson's Undersea Adventures Affiliate E-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 
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AbopT MIKE BALL’S PEACE ON REEF: 
Reef aware and conservation minded 
divers have welcomed the introduction of 
the new Peace on Reef (Look Don’t 
Touch) signal by Mike Ball Dive Expe- 
ditions. Mike Ball is now encouraging 
other dive operators to adopt the Peace 
on Reef concept. 

The new signal to use when observing 
someone damaging marine life consists © 
of a “V” sign or “Victory” sign. This acts 
aS areminder to be aware of buoyancy 
control and dangling hoses. 

Diver response since the introduction 
of the Peace on Reef signal has been 
overwhelming. If adopted across the en- 
tire dive industry, it cannot help but have 


. “Ty Ww ae 
Tanks Upt"{—\_| 


...With Art Pickering’s Provo Turtle Divers. 
1996 Rodale’s Scuba Diving Readers choice “Top Five Award Winner” » 
Our first-class facilities are either on property or only a short ride away 

from your hotel room. You pick the package—we'll take you to the finest 


3 d hassle- fi d fun! 
Art Pickering 1- in the Turks & “or guaranteed hass hi np fun! 


9 PICKERING’S 








a positive effect on the conservation of 
the delicate marine environments that we 
visit. For more information, call Mike Ball 
Dive Expeditions at (077) 723-022 or fax 
(077) 212-152. = 





o-1 


I< 946-4232 © FAX: (809) 941-5296 > 





(954) 467-3460 e FAX: (954) 467- 7544 
P.O. Box 350154 ¢ Fort Lauderdale, FL 33335 


e-mail: proturtl@caribsurf.com 
RATES VALID THRU DECEMBER 15, 1996. 
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Finally, a resort that has it all... 


Bonaires 5 S 


Brand new 5 star resort with 224 luxurious suites and villas, a complete dive shop 


and watersports facility, 3 restaurants/3 bars, shops, activities desk, mini-market, 


rental center (with cars, scooters and Boston whalers) casino, anda beautiful beach. 


For reservations @ information call: 


1-800-766-6016 


Fax: 617-821-1568 * Tel: 617-821-1012 
“Special Group Rates Available 


© AD/SD 1996 


“Certain Restrictions Apply, Not Valid With Any Other Offer. 
Minimum 5 Night Stay. Expires December 1996. 
Applicable to all room categories. Direct bookings only. Call 1-800-766-6016 
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New NAUI SALES REPRESENTATIVE: 
The National Association of Underwater 
Instructors—NAUI Worldwide—has ap- 
pointed Klaus D. Mahser as its National 
Sales Representative for Mexico. 

Mahser, a resident of Cancun, 
Mexico, is the organizer and co-owner 
of the international dive show, Mundo 
Azul, held in Mexico City, and has head- 
ed the hotel sales program for Marina 
Aqua World of Cancun. He holds nu- 
merous aquatic certifications with NAUI 
and other agencies, including presti- 
gious Instructor Trainer and Course 
Director designations. 

Mahser may be reached in Cancun at 
011 (98) 84 26 40; fax 011 (98) 84 26 40. 

NAUI Worldwide has a large number 
of affiliated dive centers and certified 
member instructors in Mexico. The or- 
ganization is the world’s oldest non- 
profit membership training agency cre- 
ated solely to support and promote 
dive safety. For further information on 
NAUI programs, visit the NAUI Internet 
Web Site at http://www.naui.org/ or 
call (909) 621-5801. = 


PADI’s UPDATED RESCUE DIVER 
MANUAL: PADI’s Rescue Diver course is 
one of the most popular specialties it of- 
fers. This has led PADI Worldwide to intro- 
duce a revised version of the Rescue 
Diver Manual. Featuring anew cover, new 
photography and an updated look, the 
manual is a tool to take divers through 
each phase of the Rescue Diver course, 
which has not changed. Students can 
use the manual along with the Rescue 
Diver video to learn and master rescue 
techniques and skills. 

The updated PADI Rescue Diver 
Manual is available exclusively through 
PADI Dive Centers and Resorts. Fora 
free PADI worldwide directory, call (800) 
729-7234 or write PADI Directory, 1251 
E. Dyer Road #100, Santa Ana, CA 
92705-5605. Additional information is al- 
so available by visiting PADI’s Web Site 
at htto://www.padi.com. = 
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Key Largo, Florida Po Tortola, British Virgin Islands 
(305) 453-9630 Local © (305) 453-0402 Fax. J ©) (809) 191-5851 Local ¢ (809) 191-5853 Fax. 


Or...check out our Website Contest: ' Or...check out our Website Contest: 
http://www.DiscoveryDive.com Lo http://www.Dive-Baskin.com 
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Amoray Dive Resort, situated on Florida Bay, > : oo = taying at Amoray Dive Resort in 
is perfectly orientedforsunsetviewing, == <\ 9 9 == 2. Key Largo is like having a water- 
oe re Ne. eS 1ice)aimare)gal-Re)mycele|me) ama amin ane) gate 
ing you awake to the gentle rustle of 
daom Oy-llaamagcrosow- tale mialomel(-r- lane) im ial= 
sun on the peaceful waters of 
a0) aet= mi- Naum Kole mer-lalg=\i-).@r-laem=lal(e)y 
a leisurely breakfast on the porch, 
dg\=1am es- (0 m-lce)0ialem er-tg-)celolmValli-mele 
get organized. Your dive boat is 
(oxo) ahYi=valt=)alunmearele)a-\omiamaat=a-)1| elr-lale) 
{ol ]m=1e [6] eant=aimicmelaviaremiamialome(stolg 
locker. Just step aboard and you are 
ready for another day of Florida 
Keys diving. : 


BAYSIDE VILLAS 
This taste of old Key Largo is only 
esl elelamelah-m-eleldamicelamiVit-vanl mela 
the Overseas Highway right after 
Mile Marker 105. There are only 18 


Ul aTieceo) ain tal-m o)ge)el-jaavam(-r- Wale me)(-1a1ay 
of room for sundecks, barbecue 
area and a 10 person spa overlook- 
: Tare dal m c= 1<-) mm Mal -w-lerere)anlanleler-tale)ats 


relg- wil Mars ll grexe)atelid(e)at-re m-lale mates [elel- 


> | ~ single rooms, efficiencies and one or 
two bedroom apartments. All units 
| ares [elo (-w-Ue-1iaie[-1¢-1ke)mr-lalemex-iliale miele 
| and, of course, the apartments have 
Expenence 
the Real 


gum | Florida Keys 


Amoray-Diver, a 45 foot Stabie-and — | TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
comfortable Corinthian catamaran, BY BILL HARRIGAN 





Amy Slate, the “underwater vicar,” per- 
forms about 100 U/W weddings a year. 


full kitchens. The apartments facing 
the water also feature porches with 
hammocks. 


AMORAY DIVING 
The Amoray Dive Center is a des- 
ignated PADI International Dive 
Resort, offering both NAUI and PADI 
scuba courses from resort to dive- 
master, as well as all warm water 
specialty courses. Instruction under 
the British Sub-Aqua Club banner is 
elisiemcayclitcle)(-om|areiele|ialelr-lal lat 
en. structor crossover Course 
scheduled for the first 
week in September. A nitrox 
certification course is also 
offered. A small but talented 
. 3 | staff is responsible for the ar- 
Molasses Reef overflows with aig A ay of choices available at 
Spottfin Butterflyfish, Bluehead - ¢ “. Amoray Dive Center. in addi- 
and Creole Wrasse. Blue o ; ’ tion to their USCG Captain 
Chromis, Damsetfish and more. a : qualifications, Keith Weston and 
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Mike Brooks are also PADI and NAUI in- 
structors. Amy Slate, Mike O’Byrn, Joe 
Symborsky, Cindy Quelch and Ann 
Marshall are all PADI instructors and 
Debby Torgler is a PADI divemaster. Both 
Mikes and Amy take care of the BSAC in- 
struction, while Ann, Debby and Cindy 
manage the office and reservations. 

Amoray Dive Center has a complete 
line of Sherwood rental equipment, re- 
placed annually to ensure it’s in the best 
possible condition. Dive equipment is al- 
so for sale in the dive store, along witha 
large selection of gifts and T-shirts. 

Amoray Diver is a 45 foot Corinthian 
catamaran powered by a pair of 250 hp 
outboards. Although the boat is certified 
for 49 divers, Amoray Dive Resort self- 
imposes a limit of 30 divers to prevent 
crowding. Stability, soeed and comfort 
are the hallmarks of this boat. Tanks and 
weights are all loaded aboard by the staff 
and divers can choose either 63 or 80 cu- 
bic foot aluminum tanks. 


DIVE SITES 

When conditions are right, Key Largo 
Dry Rocks, a perennial favorite, is one of 
the best shallow dives in the world. Key 
Largo Dry Rocks is also the location of 
the Christ of the Deep statue. This nine 
foot tall bronze statue rests in about 15 
feet of water and is a popular site for 
weddings. Amy Slate is the original “un- 
derwater vicar” of the Keys and she per- 
forms about 100 underwater weddings 
each year. Nearby North Dry Rocks 
and North North Dry Rocks offer great 
diving in high profile coral ridges teeming 
with reef fish. 

Several wrecks are available to Amoray 
Dive Resort guests. The Benwood is an 
excellent first wreck dive. The dive profile 
is 30 to 45 feet and the hull attracts huge 
numbers of fish. 

Elbow Reef is the site of two shallow 
wrecks, the City of Washington and 
the Towanda. South of Molasses Reef, 
the USCG cutter Duane offers experi- 
enced divers the chance to explore an 
upright and intact 327 foot vessel. 

Molasses Reef never fails to delight 
divers. Like a city built on busy cross- 
roads, this reef bustles with life. Molasses 
is known for its multitude of fish schools. 

Amoray Dive Resort is especially pop- 
ular with families and groups. The combi- 
nation of lodging and diving is appealing, 
plus the bayside location offers many op- 
portunities for ecological tours and sun- 
set cruises. For more information and 
reservations, call (800) 4-A-MORAY or 
write to Amoray Dive Resort, 104250 
Overseas Highway, Key Largo, Florida 
33037. You can also fax your request to 
(305) 453-9516. Check out the Amoray 
Dive Resort Web Site at amoray@pen- 
nekamp.com or e-mail to amoray@ 
pop.bridge.net. = 
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LOOKING FoR A NEW CAREER?: 


| 
j 


fi e-\—_—_-,  PDIC International 







ION pO. Box 3633 = 
Make sport diving your career. S Scranton, PA 18505 PLE . 
Become a PDIC Scuba Instructor! (71 7) 342-1480 oe 


PDIC International has been 
teaching and developing high Fax (717) 342-1276 
quality standardized instruction for | rT 
over thirty years, worldwide. PDIC trained 
have fun in the water. 
® PDIC will help you make a profit from teaching. You can call 
and talk to our director personally for advice or help in solving 
problems. Write or call to begin a new and exciting career! 
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New BERMUDA UNDERWATER Ex- 
PLORATION INSTITUTE: The Bermuda 
Underwater Exploration Institute will 
open next spring. The 40,000 square 
foot marine institute, currently being 
constructed within walking distance of 
downtown Hamilton, will focus on his- 
toric and scientific exploration and dis- 
covery in the waters off Bermuda. 

The highlight of this sophisticated mul- 
timedia facility will be an eight minute at- 
traction that simulates a deep ocean dive 
to 12,000 feet. 

The Institute’s waterfront site on 
Bermuda’s Hamilton Harbor houses a 
145 seat auditorium, 10,000 square foot 
exhibition hall and a full service restau- 
rant with scenic outdoor seating. 

Also on display will be many of the ac- 
tual submersible devices, including 
ROVs (Remotely Operated Vehicles), 
submersible robots and an early 1900s 
hard hat suit. 

An exhibit on marine archaeology will 
focus on several of approximately 300 
wrecks that lie in Bermuda’s waters and 





harming Dutch architecture 
reflects the past in clear blue waters. 
But on our secluded cove beaches 


there is no concept of time. 
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| \ | ysterious underwater 


wrecks and towering walls 

form an unusual world for 
you to explore. Our dense coral 

reef is the star of our island. 





BREACK AWAY 





presents the efforts of amateur and ma- 
rine archaeologists to recover and pre- 
serve objects. 

For more information, write to Bermuda 
Underwater Exploration Institute, P.O. Box 
HM 1745, Hamilton HM GX, Bermuda or 
call Nancy Brennan, Executive Director at 
(011) 441 297-7219. 


STARDIVE ’96—ADVENTURE AT COCOS 
ISLAND: Support The Starlight Foun- 
dation of New York by joining adventur- 
ous scuba divers October 14 to 25 ona 
trip to legendary Cocos Island off the 
coast of Costa Rica. Divers will fly to San 
Jose, CR, where they will soend two 
days. Then, a bus will take them across 
the country (only four hours) to the port 
town of Puntarenas, where they’ll board 
the luxury live-aboard dive vessel, Sea 
Hunter. For the next day and a half, Sea 
Hunter motors to Cocos Island where 
guests will soend nine days diving with 
schools of Hammerheads, whales, dol- 
phins, turtles and other diverse marine 
life. Kayaking, snorkeling and hiking to 
mystical waterfalls are also included. 

StarDive ’96 will benefit The Starlight 
Foundation of New York, which helps 
children with a terminal disease realize 
a last wish. 

For reservations or more information, 
write to David Leonard at 306 E. 91st 
Street, New York, NY 10128 or call (212) 
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bove the sea our island 
sparkles. Local restaurants 
make you feel you've been 
around the world. Casinos 


and clubs electrify the night. 
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289-0087, fax (212) 860-5384 or e-mail 
dsl@bway.net. = 


New PADI VIDEO—ADVENTURES IN 
Divine: PADI’s newest video, Ad- 
ventures in Diving, uses underwater im- 
ages to show the many opportunities 
available to certified scuba divers. 

Specialty dives such as night and 
deep diving are among the most re- 
quested at dive centers around the 
world. Adventures in Diving provides an 
introduction to these popular dives and 
also has sections on underwater naviga- 
tion, peak performance buoyancy, un- 
derwater photography and other inter- 
esting specialties. 

The 60 minute video contains under- 
water footage shot in popular dive loca- 
tions around the world, including Grand 
Cayman, Santa Catalina Island, Ber- 
muda and the South Pacific. Diving skills, 
techniques and helpful hints provide 
viewers with a closer look at PADI spe- 
cialty courses. Additionally, an “equip- 
ment primer” features tips for divers 
looking to purchase dive gear. 

Aaventures in Diving and its compan- 
ion manual are available exclusively from 
PADI Dive Centers and Resorts. Fora 
free PADI Directory, call (800) 729-7234, 
ext. 565 or write to PADI Directory, 1251 
E. Dyer Road #100, Santa Ana, CA 
92705-5605. = 
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C ( ly the feeling of Curacao on ALM. 


For flight reservations 
call 1-800-327-7230. 





Because How You Get There Does Make A Difference. 
Sor more information call your travel 
planner or 1-800-3-Curacao, ext. 728. 


Internet: hittp://www.interknowledge.conv/curacao 





Ee VER Y @-AY¥ 


a a a a rg a re pr 





SUD TOPID IER KUNIS IO FOR TIO OH VIODOOAREDD ODRANOOURODSOESRSORODNCIOOMAROEIOBTEOON CAR DEOR LEIS IRC RERS OS ADEN ORRISOUARREAOOU Nt 











five years Tame Ndiaye; hasn 7 
us wet behind the ears. 


In 1958 Mrs. Heoe 
Connors added eight 
rooms to her cottage 
accommodating a 


handful of divers at what | | 


later became known as 
Sunset House. 


From this humble start | 


We QUICKly Srew. 

Yet one thing that 
hasn't changed Is 
Our aim to give you 
as much fun out of 
tne water as In. 

You can dive 
from one of our 6. 
Clive boats. Or if 
you prefer, straight | 
off ourown shore. 

We now have 59 


sunset House Is also home to 
the famous Cathy Church 
Photo Centre. 

And unlike ig hotels, 
we have always catered 
specially for divers. 

This means that wnen it 
comes to looking after you, 

| wereagiant stride anead 
~ of everyone else. 


” For more details call 809-949 


7111 or toll-free from 
the US on 1-800 854 
4767. Or write Sunset 
House, PO Box 4/9, 
Grand Cayman, Cayman 
Islands, BWI and see 
what a difference a little 
experience makes. 


rooms, a Aive shop, boutique, etesvt 
bar and a full service Scuba school with = & LPASU LARILRDS 
courses scheduled at your convenience. Grand Connery) : Hotel For Divers ByD Divers 
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WITH THE CAYMAN ISLANDS! 


Let the diving professionals at Bob Soto's Diving make your vacation a memorable experience. Since 1957, we have 
been on the leading edge of resort diving and are proud that our repeat divers rank us Number One in friendly, profes- 
sional customer service. Enjoy diving our spectacular walls and plentiful reefs. Experience world- famous Stingray City. 

Let one of our dive travel reservationists assist you in selecting the air-land-dive package ~2 
that best meets your needs. We offer a variety of diving programs and an assortment of hotel © 
and condo accommodations. 

For those looking for special savings, packages including accommodations, 2-tank dives every full day, 
one night dive, unlimited shore diving, airport transfers and round trip airfare on Cayman Airways begin at 

ONLY $399 p/p 
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Perspective 


The Advantages of a Snorkeling buide 


BY JOEL SIMON 


ouch, taste, 





T 


and hear- 


senses combined 
give rise to a sixth, 


vital sense of all, 





the beauty of the underwater world. 


We are privileged. Today we have choices : 
on how best to develop our snorkeling skills: 
and explore shallow water ecosystems. Not : 
so long ago the only way to learn to snorkel : 
was to put ona mask and fins, take the : 
plunge and hope for the best. Recently, how- : 
ever, we have seen a new layer of sophistica- 
tion with the emergence of guided snorkel- : 


ing programs. There are advantages to both 


alternatives. The question is: independent or 


guided, which method is best for you? 


learn about the marine environment through 
personal experience. 


We are fortunate to have excellent inter- 
pretive facilities at our disposal. Magnificent : 
aquariums put us face to face with gracefully 
gliding turtles, giant green eels, multicolored 


fish and bizarre invertebrates. Television doc- 


umentaries, books and magazine articles re- 


veal intriguing behaviors or highlight crea- 
tures most of us never personally witness. 
These are valuable educational tools, yet they 
are no substitute for personal experience. 


For me there are few sounds more plea- : 


Surable than the “ooohhs,” “aaahhs” and 
squeals of delight that issue forth from peo- 


themselves. But, to achieve this level of ob- 


servation, snorkelers must have some idea : 


of what to look for and be comfortable and 
confident in the water. 
Mastering the requisite skills is far easier for 
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smell, sight 


ing. These five : 


perhaps the most : 


. id =the sense of dis- : 
covery. For many, Astaidinia embodies this ; 
sixth sense, giving us the means to discover 


Snorkeling is basic instruction in snorkeling 
techniques. | am told repeatedly that the activi- : 
: ty is so simple, no one needs to be “taught” : 
how to snorkel. Experience proves otherwise. 
: Alltoo often, | am faced with students who : 
: have had unfortunate first encounters. 
Historically, a typical example is the cruise 
| ship scenario—passengers are presented : 
with a deck full of miscellaneous gear, told to : 
grab what they need, be back by lunch and : 
have a great time with the fish. Instead of : 
; joyous “ooohhs” and “aaahhs,” the surface 
resonates with the sounds of people chok- 
ing. This leaves would be enthusiasts with : 


an intimidation that’s hard to overcome. 


Other program members approach me, 7 
usually away from the group, reaffirming a : 
sincere desire to snorkel but admitting to : 
marginal swimming skill or doubting their : 
ability to float. Some have had leg cramps, : 
were inadvertently swept away by currents 3 
or had a life-long fear of the water. These are : 
all overcome or avoided altogether through 
| have been designing and leading educa- 
tional snorkeling programs since 1980. Of 
the literally thousands of past participants : 
the most universal quality is the desire to : 


instruction and training. 


Learning to snorkel is rarely seen as an 
end in itself. Rather, the skills are just tools, 
used to access one of nature’s most mar- : 
: velous realms. Think of guided snorkeling as 
: an unveiling, through various instructional : 
methods, of some of the secrets marine biol- ; 
ogy can share with us. Through simple pre- : 
Sentations and on-site tips, you will learn 
how to identify fish, what to look for and how : 
: to compare behavioral characteristics. Your ‘ 
guide will outline reef structure, explain coral : 
: types and illustrate animal relationships. All 
' of these can help focus a snorkeler’s atten- : 
tion, giving observations more meaning, un- 
: derstanding and context. 
Through discoveries made while snorkel- : 
: ing, I’ve been motivated to learn more about : 
: the marine environment. Experience has been : 
ple discovering the marine environment for : 


my best teacher, as it may also be for you. 


Whether you learn better on your own or ' 
ina more structured environment is a ques- : 
: tion only you can answer. But at least you : 
: have the choice. Either way, the ocean re- : 
: mains one of the best arenas for exercising : 
some than others. The first element of guided : 


our sense of discovery. <a 
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little preparation and organization can : 
add a whole new mode of ease and : 
confidence to your snorkeling adven- : 


tures. When a beautiful day tempts you into : 
the water, can you sling a packed snorkeling 7 
bag over your shoulder and go or must you : 
resort to a hectic search for a missing mask, 
snorkel or fins? Walking to the beach or : 
boat, do you stroll in confidence with your : 


gear tucked away or are your arms full of un- : 


IN BR 


Dacor Deluxe Sport Bag 
Material: 420 denier, nylon bottom; 


gainly gear? A 
Snorkeling bag is 
just the thing to 
help you keep it all 
together. 
Snorkeling bags 
have a dual pur- 
pose. Primarily, 
they provide the 
best method for 
carrying all your 
odds and ends to 





nylon mesh top 


Colors: Neon yellow 
and black 
Price: $10.50 


the beach or boat. But they are also conve- : 


nient for storage during the rainy months or 
in between vacations, keep- 
ing your gear free of dust and 
in tip top shape. When the 
time is right, it’s already 
packed—just grab it and go 
explore. 

You may have been disap- 
pointed to find so many big, 
bulky bags designed for scu- 
ba gear in dive stores. These 





Price: $16 


large dive bags are overkill for the average : 





Phone: (847) 446-9555 


Features: Gusseted bottom, plastic fe «% 
zippered pocket, drawstring 4% 
top, adjustable shoulder strap 2% 
Size: 12 by 27 by 6 inches , 


Phone: (619) 438-1101 


snorkeler but, luckily, there are some dive 
manufacturers that cater to your needs. : 
Their medium sized, washable bags are : 
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Sea Quest Mesh Snorkeling Bag 


Material: Nylon mesh 
Features: Nylon webbing 
shoulder strap, 
drawstring closure 
Size: 18 by 30 inches 
Colors: Black 































made of fast dry- 
ing mesh or ny- 
lon and drain 
easily. They are 
big enough to 
carry a beach 
towel, snorkel, 
mask, fins 
and acces- 
sories but 


EF 


Jom, 


eeteee 


conveniently sized for : 


: IN BRIEF 
storage : 


Scubapro Beach Sac Gear Tote 


Aas and Fin Trekker Bag 
eling. | | Beach Sac 
They all : | Material: Polyester/polypropylene/ 
have: nylon mesh 
shoulder : | Features: Braided nylon rope shoulder 
: strap doubles as a drawstring to close 
Straps OF Be cetageemnetee 
handles : 





Size: 25 by 12 inches 
Colors: Black with yellow accents 
Price: $8.50 


and most have ‘ 
extra pockets to : 
help with orga- : 
nization. They : 
come ina variety : 
of colors, con- 


Fin Trekker 

Material: Nylon 

Features: Large, tapered fin compartment 
with zipper; mesh at bottom and top for 
drainage. Separate zippered mask or 
accessory pocket with mesh and 
grommet for drainage. Adjustable, nylon 
webbing quick-release shoulder strap 
and handle. 

Size: 27 inches long; 11 inches at its widest 

Colors: Blue with yellow accents 

Price: $31.50 

Phone: (800) GO-SCUBA 





: Three snorkeling bags from top dive 
ceo ya §8== equipment manufacturers are pictured on 
: this page and described in the sidebars. Call 
: the manufacturer for the name and address 
: of an equipment dealer in your area. ail 


figurations and 
prices to fit ev- 
ery snorkeler’s 
requirements. 
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=)" he world of fish is neatly divided 
into two shifts—day and night. 
_ While it may not be obvious to new 
snorkelers, a little observation will reveal 
whether a fish is active during the day 
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(diurnal) or at night (nocturnal). Knowing jjesaa 


which families of fish are diurnal or noc- | 
turnal relates a lot about a fish—where it 
hides, its territories, its food sources and 
place in the food chain. 


The majority of diurnal fish are nor- y ie 


mally found browsing or cruising the 
reefs in search of food—an ongoing ac- 
tivity for all fish during their active hours. 
The damselfish, surgeonfish and parrot- 
fish families forage for algae in predeter- 
mined territories on the reef. In the case 
of parrotfish and surgeontish, the territo- 
ry is fairly large and, in damselfish, rela- 
tively small (protecting their territory, or 
algae farms, is what causes their aggres- 


Sive behavior toward other fish and | — 


snorkelers). Angelfish and butterflyfish, | 
on the other hand, feed on sponges and a 
variety of other forms of life found on 


sponges and within crevices of the coral reef. : 
Pelagic fish, or those that are not territorial ; 
but merely visit the reef during the day, such : 
as jacks, feed voraciously on smaller fish and 2.4 oy .2 

some invertebrates. Still others, such as the : 

fight or flight) based on coloration. : 
: A night a profound change comes over the : 
coral reef—the day shift retreats to the protec- 
tion of the reef and most enter a state of re- : 
: duced activity (scientists call this torpor), 
: which allows them to conserve energy. | 
Meanwhile, the night shift, which has been ei- : 
: ther dormant (in the case of schooling fish : 
other fish and take appropriate action (either 


Trumpetfish, rely on camouflage to sneak up 
on their unsuspecting prey, other reef fish. 


The hierarchy of the coral reef is well es- 
tablished and each fish quickly learns what : 


territory it may forage for food in and what 
areas of the reef to avoid. Fish have very keen 


eyesight and, in particular, have the ability to : 


distinguish color. They can easily identify 
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such as grunts and snappers) or hidden (such 


Life on a@ Shallow eef 


G 


as those in the squirrelfish family), takes 
over the reef. At night, most of the fish 
feed on invertebrates, which also leave 
their hiding places and search for food. 
So, although it is dark on the coral reef, the 
amount of activity is pretty astounding. 

When you see schools of grunts and 
Snappers during the day, for example, 
they are always huddled together, barely 
moving and don’t react much except to 
retreat beneath reef overhangs when ap- 
proached. As soon as it is dusk, the 
schools disperse and the individual fish 
search for food until the following morn- 
ing. The large, overdeveloped eyes of 
some nocturnal fish can detect motion in 
very low light conditions, helping them 
to feed. One look at the big eyes of the 
Squirrelfish tells you it is designed by na- 
ture for night hunting. 

So, the next time you are snorkeling, 


Pm takeacloser look at all those fish down 


| there. If they are motionless or hidden, 
chances are they are nocturnal fish. Ditto 
for dark red and very pale fish. If they are 


: brightly colored and actively foraging for 
food, watch them carefully to see just where 
their territories begin and end and how they 
: interact with other fish. There’s a lot to ob- 
: serve and day snorkeling is the perfect place 
: to begin. As you get better, you'll want to get 


an underwater light and go night snorkeling 
to see the reef in its night phase. It’s pretty 
colorful and wild. 

For experienced snorkelers, try snorkeling 
at dusk and dawn. You'll see both shifts go- 
ing to and from work and will usually see 
some mating behavior (about 80 percent of 


: fish reproduce at dusk) as well. Enjoy. <i 
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Snorkeling Guidebooks: 
HOW Before You bo 


he world is filled with exciting 
Y Snorkeling; mind boggling shal- 
low underwater diversity can be 
found in nearly every corner of the 
globe, near and far, in cold water and 
warm. Experiences can vary froma 
close encounter with a huge Whale 
Shark to a jellyfish filled inland lake to 
seeing the slightest macro creature se- 
creted away within the reef. 
How does one find these extraordi- 
nary sites and creatures? Will the water 


be cold or warm? Are there waves and current : 
to contend with? Are the available accommo- : 
dations luxurious or monastic? Is the nightlife : 
lively or is sunset the highlight of the evening? : 
There are many questions to consider before 
deciding on a snorkeling destination and acci- : 
dental tourists are usually disappointed. : 
Informed snorkeling travelers, however, arrive 7 
at a destination well armed with knowledge : 
and ready for the next step: experience. Fora : 
good start on your snorkeling holiday, guide- : 


books can make all the difference in the world. 


For snorkelers, guidebooks can highlight 
information on destination, marine life, 
snorkeling conditions and skill level. If you are : 
searching for aspecific experience, books : 
can be invaluable in helping you find that per- : 
fect place. Or, if you want something exciting : 
and new, a guidebook can enlighten, teach : 
and steer you toward your exotic adventure. : 
Conversely, with a little research you may find 
that what you thought was the perfect destina- 
tion is actually beyond your means or skills, or 
doesn’t have that element you feel is essential. 3 
With the assistance of a good guidebook you : 
can embark on your adventure prepared and : 
ready for new worlds of experience, assured : 













BY TY SAWYER 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


ae 


agp tat 


that you have made the best 
possible decision. 
Guidebooks can only take one so far, 
though. The feel and texture of a Cushion Sea 
Star, the quick change artistry of an octopus 
or the warmth and pressure of the embracing 


described in books. Also, guidebooks can 
sometimes make the reader feel as if the 
many magnificent and strange creatures on 


ters the water. The truth of it is you have to 
search, sometimes long and hard, because 
many marine animals are usually fairly elu- 
Sive and skittish. To them you are just anoth- 


er predator. Even if the guidebooks tell you to : 
: publishers is provided in the accompanying 
: sidebar for your convenience. * 


look in specific terrain, it is still difficult to find 
some creatures. | have stared at a well cam- 






; : With the guide, the beauty of the reef and its 
| creatures came alive and my appreciation 
: soared. My subsequent enjoyment of the reef 
: was magnified by my new awareness and | 
: discovered more among its folds than | ever 
blue waters cannot be learned or adequately : 
3 memories. | can now pour through my books 
: and be reminded of my encounters with a va- 
: riety of creatures pictured between its covers. 
its pages will magically appear when one en- 2 
: with books and ends with experience. Do 
: your homework, know what you want to see, 
: appraise your skills honestly, slip in the wa- 
: ter and enjoy. 


ouflaged octopus, pointed out to me by 
a Sharp-eyed guide, and still not been 
able to “see” it until it moved. The most 
effective way to supplement your knowl- 
edge is with a guide. 

Your guidebooks can help here, too. 
Research the guides and guided tours to 
match them with your expectations. You 
wouldn't want to finally arrive at your des- 
tination only to find out your dive guide 
doesn’t speak your language or doesn’t 
have the experience you were expecting. 

One of my first guided snorkeling adven- 


| 2 tures was with a noted marine biologist in 
| : Martinique. | had read up on the local, shal- 


low water flora and fauna and thought | 
knew, as an experienced diver, what 
| would find when | dipped my 
mask into the water and how to 

find it. | didn’t. The guidance 
= of the books could not match 
the experience of the guide. 


had before on my own. It is one of my favorite 


For savvy travelers, the journey begins 


A list of snorkeling book distributors and 
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A Snorkel Tour: 


Guiding ¥ 


OW fo the Best in Fi} 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOEL SIMON 


hen | first landed in Fiji, it opened 7 
its arms wide inan embrace of : 


friendship; hospitality has grown 


stronger with every visit. In 1985, | had just : 
finished an assignment teaching snorkeling : 
: tiny, hand-carved wooden goggles and snorkel 
the shallow reef, spearing fish for dinner. To 
watched a local young man loading lumber : 


and marine biology on a cruise that conclud- 
ed at Suva, Fiji's capital port. On the dock, | 


onto a road-worn pick-up truck. “Bula” he 


Fiji. | just want to see the country,” | replied. 





you like, you can help unload the lumber.” 


Three days, three ferries, five trucks and | 
four islands later, we arrived at his little village 


Snorkelers bask in Fiji's 
crystalclearwarm 2. 
water, which supports.a 
A 
hard and soltgorals: 
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“Well then, why not come along with me? If : 





of Dreketi on the island of Qamea. There | 
Stayed, living in his parent’s house, for almost 


into a stout little boat, | participated in daily life. 
Each afternoon the men would gather with 


ning example of South Pacific marine ecology. 
Since then, I’ve been back to Fiji nearly ev- 


, habited. Commonly divided into four main 
: groups, collectively they spread out over 
: One month. While we transformed the lumber : 


290,000 square miles of ocean. The group sits 


: between 15 and 22 degrees south latitude, a 
: location that provides a tropical climate both 
: above and below the waterline. Weather con- 
' ditions are best described as seasonal trends. 
these villagers, the reef was an integral part of : 
: their lifestyle and the fish an essential compo- 
said with a smile, “My name is Tui.” Soon | 
was helping with the wood. As we completed 
the task, he politely asked me where | was : 
going. “Nowhere special, it’s my first time in : 


Also, because the islands vary so much in lo- 


: cation and size, a range of climates may exist 
nent of their diet. To me, the reef was astun- : 


Simultaneously. The leeward, or western, 


: sides of the larger islands tend to be drier and 
: sunnier, while the eastern sides experience 
: ery year, leading educational snorkeling pro- 
' grams to study the marine biology. Each time 
: lam captivated by the luxuriant reefs and the : 
: warmth and hospitality of the Fijian people. 

Fiji is comprised of approximately 330 is- : 
lands, of which about 100 are permanently in-_; 


more rain, clouds and wind. 
In general, Fiji has two seasons: the dry- 








f 
TAVEUNI 


QAMEA 





cool season (May to October) and the wet- : 
warm season (November to April). The dry : 
months are still subject to overcast days and : 
Sporadic rain showers but less likely to have 
cyclones or other large tropical storms. Most : 
people prefer to visit Fiji during the dry winter 
months. During this time, trade winds keep : 
the air fresh and daytime temperatures typi- 


cally range from 75 to 85°F. 


trees that cast shadows on secluded beaches 


Surface of the sea. 


The lush tropical splendor above the water : 
is equaled below the ocean’s surface. Sea : 
temperatures range from the high 70s to low : 
80s (°F), perfect for healthy reefs. Fiji offers. 
some of the best snorkeling in the South : 
Pacific. And, for those familiar only with the : 
Caribbean, Fiji’s waters hold some delightful : 


Surprises and contrasts. 


For snorkelers, one of the most striking fea- 
tures of Fiji's reefs are the bommies. These : 
large coral heads rise like pinnacles from the : 
ocean’s depths to within just a few feet of the : | 
surface. They really seem custom designed for 
snorkelers. The low tide limits coral growth so, 
typically, bommies have expansive, relatively 
flat tops in very shallow water, eventhough : 


the base may be hundreds of feet deep. 


During my most recent visit, our snorkel- : 
ing group was based on Kadavu, the fourth : 
largest of Fiji’s islands. In the bay, a string of 
offshore bommies gave us the perfect op- : 
portunity to examine prolific marine life. The 
most immediately stunning element is the : 
corals themselves. A wreath of outstretched : 
hard corals surrounds the upper edges and : 
sides of the bommies. Beneath the hard : 
corals, outgrowths of yellow and red soft 
corals emerge. Known as the “soft coral cap- : 
ital of the world,” Fiji’s reefs can be as color- : 


ful as a tropical sunset. 


Numerous creatures also distinguish the : 
South Pacific from the Caribbean. Clownfish, : jj 
Sometimes called anemonefish because they ; te 
live among the protective tentacles of : low 
anemones, are easily viewed by snorkelers. : fi 
Another fascinating fish is the dramatically 
plumed lionfish. They swim slowly, are visu- 
ally obvious and, although their long red-or- : 
ange spines are venomous, snorkelers are : 


not part of their diet. 


Fiji's waters also contain black and white 


are alSO poisonous; in fact their venom is 
considered more deadly than a king cobra’s. 
Fortunately, their fangs are small and placed 
in the rear of their tiny mouths. As reptiles, 
they breath air and must sometimes share 
the surface with snorkelers. Don't worry, no 


: one has ever been bitten—or at least I’ve 
Imagine a South Seas paradise and you 
imagine Fiji—soft balmy breezes caress palm : 
ie 

of white sand. A tranquil lagoon of crystalline : 
aquamarine water stretches to the horizon : 
and beyond. As day turns to dusk, the fiery : 
orange sun ignites the sky with yellows, reds : 
and purples, mirrored off the shimmering 


: never heard a first-hand account! 
Banded Sea Snakes, a marine reptile. They : 


Not long ago | had the privilege of sailing on 


: the Wai’a, a 110 foot Fiji-based live-aboard. 
Although it typically caters to serious divers, 
: many of the places we visited featured 
exquisite snorkeling as well. Of these, perhaps 
: the most outstanding was a bommie named E- 
: 6 asa tribute to the excellent photo opportuni- 
: ties. In addition to all the usual sealife, snorkel- 
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Travel Information 

Air Pacific has recently introduced a 
twice weekly non-stop flight from Los 
Angeles to Fiji’s International Airport at 
Nadi. Although the flight is about 10 
hours, its non-stop feature makes Fiji 
one of the most accessible destinations 
for a truly South Pacific snorkeling ex- 
perience. Most Fijians speak excellent 
English and the area is virtually free of 
malaria. For more information call the 
Fiji Visitor's Bureau. 

Air Pacific (800) 227-4446 
Fiji Visitor’s Bureau (800) 432-3454 
Sea For Yourself (415) 322-1494 


sharks. It's truly world-class snorkeling. 


Excellent snorkeling conditions are also : 
found on the protected sides of Fiji’s barrier 
reefs and inside their sheltered lagoons. In 
many areas, impressive coral communities : 
are also accessible from shore. On the small 
island of Nananu-i-ra, just off the north coast: 
of Viti Levu, white sand beaches are fringed : 
with elegant soft corals populated by numer- 


Ous juvenile reef fish. 


In general, Fiji caters to the independent : 
snorkeler but guided snorkeling, while still in: 








BONAI 
SUNSET RESORTS 


Enjoy Guided Snorkeling 
Excursions at Bonaire’s 
Premier Snorkeling Resort *' 


Ask about our special 
snorkeling packages. 






7 Ph: 407-774-9000 
Fax: 407-682-6000 


While relaxing at Bonaire's most 
exclusive resort, discover the pristine 
world dow the sea through 


“Guided Snorkeling Tours” at 


The Plaza Kesort 


ee 


$ 
B 
5 
ie] 


For reservation & information call 
1-800-766-6016 


Tel: 617-821-1012 ° Fax: 617-821-1568. 
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: its infancy, is a growing service many visi- 
: tors appreciate. An expanding number of re- 
: sorts are learning to recognize snorkelers’ 
: needs and some have daily boats that will 
: take snorkelers to outlying reefs and bom- 
: mies. Although there may be others, at least 
: one American travel operator, Sea For 
: Yourself, specializes in educational guided 
: snorkel trips to Fiji. 


With more than 300 islands, hundreds of 


: miles of reefs and what many consider the 
: friendliest people in the world, Fiji wel- 
: comes guests with broad smiles and open 
: arms. Once you visit, it’s an embrace you'll 
never forget. a 

ers can see schools of Barracuda, jacks, uni- 
cornfish, Manta Rays and, occasionally, reef; 


Aonaire’s Guided Snorkeling Centers 


T. businesses listed in this section 
offer specialized services for visiting 
snorkelers. All of the resorts offer a daily, 
ongoing program of reef education and fish 
identification, giving snorkelers a unique 
experience. All of the Snorkel Tours 
featured in the Bonaire Guided Snorkeling 
Program begin with a one-half hour Slide 
Show followed by a guided tour to some of 
the Caribbean’s finest shallow coral reefs! 


bonaire Caribbean Club 


VE. kkk New kx 
‘poe Location!!! 


Bonaire’s 


Gibitelae 
Snorkeling 

















A Package Deal Especially for 
Individuals & Small Groups. 
CALL 
800) 748-8733 
601) 353-7547 
Fax (601) 353-7559 
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Call for ane 
Guided Snorkeling 


packages and ask 1-800-288-4773 
aout our kids on sO gs ee 
ONAIRE: -{7 
PrOsrams. Fax 599-7-8760 





SNORKELING INSTRUCTORS & NATURALIST ON STAFF 
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PLATINUM PRO AWARD’S FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY: The Platinum Pro 5000 
Diver awards program has reached a 
major milestone. Founded in 1992, the 
annual award, which recognizes divers 
who have made an unbelievable 5,000 
dives, is celebrating its fifth anniversary. 

The list of the 891 Platinum Pro recipi- 
ents—they’re from 55 countries—reads 
like a Who’s Who of Diving. Notable re- 
tailers, resort operators, scientists, man- 
ufacturers, photographers and publish- 
ers all carry a Platinum Pro 5000 Diver 
certification card. The card, issued by 
Scuba Schools International (SSI), is 
available only by application. 

To apply, divers need to have made 
5,000 dives, regardless of original certifi- 
cation. SSI is soliciting nominations for 
the fifth anniversary Platinum Pro 5000 
Diver awards in 1997. Nikon, a co-spon- 
sor, is calling for slides from current 
Platinum Pros for the awards celebration 
presentation, held each January at the 
Diving Equipment and Marketing 
Association Show. Platinum Pros also 
look forward to seeing their names print- 
ed in SKIN DIVER Magazine, another co- 
sponsor. 

To apply for the Platinum Pro award or 
to submit a slide for the presentation, 
please call SSI Headquarters at (800) 892- 
2702 or (970) 482-0883, fax (970) 482- 
6157 or e-mail admin@ssiusa.com. = 


U.S. Divers’ WaTCHEs: U.S. Divers 
has a new series of Jean-Michel 
Cousteau/Swiss Army dive watches. 





Combining French style with Swiss ac- 
curacy, these are distinctive timepieces. 
Water resistant to 200 meters, they fea- 
ture sapphire glass crystals, ETA auto- 
matic (non-battery) Swiss movements 
and a two year warranty. 


There are 11 different styles available, 
including the choice of a water-resistant 
blue leather band or metal bands with a 
polished or brushed finish. On the premier 
model the watch face swivels to reveal a 
built-in compass. All watches feature 
Jean-Michel Cousteau’s signature and 
dynamic “manfish” logo. A portion of the 
price of each watch sold will be contribut- 
ed to the Jean-Michel Cousteau Institute. 

For more information, contact U.S. 
Divers at (714) 540-8010. = 


ROGER ROTH SEASPACE U/W PHoTo 
COMPETITION WINNER: Montgomery, 


Ohio resident Roger Roth was awarded 
first place in Houston’s 27th Seaspace 
International Underwater Photographic 
Competition for his video production en- 
titled Innerspace Romance. This docu- 
mentary highlights courting and mating 
behaviors in creatures beneath the sea. 

Roger uses his underwater educational 
productions for seminars and presenta- 
tions given to schools, libraries, museums, 
senior centers and professional organiza- 
tions. His footage is also used for Curricu- 
lum development and commercial pur- 
poses. For more information, call Roger 
Roth at (513) 793-9896. = 
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Discover Our Diversity 


DIVE PACKAGES 
4 days/ 3 nights 


“$31 


00 
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World's first Rebreather 
training center Featuring the new Drager Atlantis | Rebreather 
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A French Angelfish: 
(Pomacanthus paru) poses 
for a portrait at Playa Funche 
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Favorite with New Features 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


magine yourself on the Sunset Beach Hotel’s long, sandy beach. The sky is a 

bright, unpolluted blue. Cooling trade winds blow through tall palm trees. The warm 
waters gently lapping the sandy beach are a clear aquamarine; a diver’s aquarium 
without walls, they teem with abundant, diverse and friendly marine life. Almost every- 
thing you could want is only steps away. There’s a coffeeshop just off the hotel lobby; 
a late night bar; a lovely freshwater pool; a thatched roof restaurant/bar with excellent 
food; tennis courts; a variety of watertoys for rental, including Ocean Kayaks, wind- 
surfers and sailboats (instruction is available for the latter two); mountain bikes for 
rental; a dive shop; and four dive boats. 

You can dive whenever you want. The Sunset Beach Dive Center offers single tank 
boat trips mornings and afternoons, with boat night dives at least twice a week, more 
often upon request. Tanks, however, are available for shore dives 24 hours a day and 
one of Bonaire's best shore sites, Front 
Porch, is right in front of the Sunset 
Beach Hotel. Here, the shallows are cov- 
ered with corals and the drop-off begins 
close to shore. There are lots of fish and 
even the wreck of a small tugboat, the 
New York, in 50 to 70 feet of water. 
When diving the wreck, keep an eye out 
for the friendly eight foot long moray eel. 

The Sunset Beach participates in the 
Bonaire Guided Snorkeling Program, 
thus offers snorkel only, dive only or a 
combination of snorkel/dive packages. 
Walter Stark, Anton van der Heetkamp’s 
partner in the Sunset Beach Dive Center, 
told me that, although he’s been diving 


Top: Sunset Beach’s Playa Lechi 
Restaurant. Left: The freshwater pool is 
on the beach, just steps from the ocean. 

























Bonaire for six years, he saw more after 
attending the Guided Snorkeling slide 
presentation than he ever had before. 
The program heightened his awareness 
of the island’s marine life. 

The dive center has a full line of 
snorkeling and scuba gear for rental as 
well as Nikonos cameras and video cam- 
eras. The staff of ten includes nine in- 
structors, who offer almost all PADI 
courses and specialties and handle SSI 
referrals. Courses are available in English, 
Dutch, German, French or Spanish. 

The Sunset Beach Dive Center is at the 
foot of the dive boat pier. Built-in fresh- 
water tanks allow guests to rinse gear on 
their way off the boats; a secure storage 
area nearby eliminates the lugging of 
equipment back to their rooms. 
| first visited the Sunset Beach Hotel 








Goto Meer 





Klein Boyaire 


eight years ago; a lot has changed since 
then. Under the auspices of Hugo 
Gerharts, well Known and respected 
Bonaire entrepreneur, everything has 
been renovated and improved. The re- 
sults of Hugo’s energy and imagination 
are much in evidence; the renovated 
grounds, new swimming pool, expanded 
Playa Lechi Restaurant, new Whiskey 
Bar (managed by Hugo’s son, Alexander, 
it is open 10:00 pm to 4:00 am) and new 
Coffeeshop. Although all of the rooms 
have been updated and refurbished 
since Hugo took the reins in 1989, there 

(Continued on Page 116) 





“Cuan Law” > 
and 
“Lammer Law” 


Pioneers and Leaders of 
the Liveaboard movement 
for 25 years, we still offer 
the best crews, the best 
destinations, the most 
inspired meals, the 
friendliest service and 

the greatest comfort 

of any live-aboard. 


TRIMARINE 
BOX 4065 
ST. THOMAS, VI 00803 
‘ FAX : 1-809- 494-5774 
OSD/AD 1895 


TOLL FREE 1-800-648-3393 


Eastern Academy 
of Scuba Education 
BECOME A. Clog Car, 
5 Fours Re Ine 


" INSTRUCTOR >, foppeleg om 





ONLY AT yi 
=P] 


= me SS a : /® iy, Gung, ey 
All Career M a Ae 


SS. e f j 
International Job Placement * Tuition Assistance Available © 
Small & Personal NO Rush - 8 Day IDC For INTL call 407-562-8338 
416 Miracle Mile 
Vero Beach, Florida 32960 800-732-9685 


Saale || Pee (={-) elel-leky-\Ga(-lcomeotelan 


Web page: hitp://www.vero.com/deepéease FAX 407-562-3028 
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SPORTS DIVER’S TIPS 


Autographed & Laminated Photo of Diver Bob With Sport 
Diver's Tips. Suitable for framing or packing with gear. Send 
$20 check or money order to: Diver Bob, PO. Box 171943, 
Arlington, TX 76003-1943 or call 1-800-639-1003. 
Deliveries will be prompt. Please indicate whom this 
autograph will be going to if other than person ordering. 
Texas residents please add 8.25% sales tax. 


THE FIRESIDE DIVER 


Cozy up with world renowned divers as 
they share their favorite diving anecdotes 
and experiences in this extremely 
popular, often requested and highly 
entertaining anthology. Compiled and 
edited by Bonnie J. Cardone, SKIN 
DIVER’s executive editor, these stories 
include fleet ranging from unique encounters with Giant 
squid to being shipwrecked on a deserted island. 


The Fireside Diver is available at dive shops or through 
Aqua Quest Publications at (800) 933-8989. 


The price is $14.95 plus $4 postage and handling. 


FIRESIDE 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF FISHES: Academic Press offers this 
magnificently illustrated book with more than 200 full 
page color photographs of 200,000 species. Great alft 
r divers, aquarium owners, and fish enthusiasts! 
order: 1-800-321-5068. ISBN: 0-12-5476604 $34.95 


Me? A Commercial Diver? 
Com diver tells it all: lifestyle, career possibilities, options, 
what's good and what's tough. How to pick the best school. 
"Industry Aptitude Self-Test.” Write for Free Info to 


ATA. Eiherebegets 


Great New Book! <A Stee. 
Interesting fish facts plus . 
spectacular color photos — 
22 New Hand Signals to 
communicate the sighting of a fish to your dive ve buddy! 


Log book to record your fish watching activities. 


Scuba Talk™ is available at dive stores for $14.95 or 
add $3 -S&H to Blue Reef Publications, Inc.; 
P.O. Box 42; Newton Centre, MA 02159 USA 

617) 332-7965 


CORAL KINGDOMS 


The world’s most sumptuous reefs and their exotic inhabitants, 
as photographed by noted U/W photographer and 
adventurer Carl Roessler, emerge from the page in 
a vibrant kaleidoscope of exquisite color. Coral Kingdoms, 
hardcover, 216 pages, 250 color photos, is the ultimate 
underwater guide book and is available for $35 plus $2.50 
shipping. Call (415) 434-3400 for ordering information. 


A Guide to Underwater Communication 


Learn the intricacies and secrets of great underwater 
photography as revealed by leading expert 


WONDERS OF $22" 
With this book 
THE you'll know where to go, 

RE EF what gear to bring and 

the most appropriate 

techniques for capturing elusive sea 

creatures or elegant sea flora.Wonders 

of the Reef: Diving With a Camera 

contains 125 photographs and is available in 


hardcover for $39.95 plus $6 for shipping and 
handling. For information,contact Waterhouse at 


(800) 272-9122 or fax (305) 451-5147. 


THE INFORMATION SOURCE 
FOR DIVERS 
Call (213) 782-2245 
For Advertising Information 


800+ images and 8 albums identify over 400 species of 
Marine Fish and Hard and Soft Corals from the World's 
Tropical Pacific Oceans. All species identified with common 
and scientific names, origin, size and special notes of interest 
for the diving or aquarium enthusiast. 

IBM PC/WINDOWS. Order No. CD-400 

Only $29.95 (plus $3 S&H) 

Visa/MC for direct orders, 


call 800-486-8149. 
ACE-CD Publishing, Inc., 
127 South ere Ave., one CA90301 


‘ 


perm ae on CD ROM! 
Includes Video, Photos and Information on over 300 Species ot: 
Whales « Dolphins + Crustaceans » Tropical Fish * Plant Life = 


udibranchs « Sharks » ae Birds * Sea Shells And More! 


» ONLY $37. 95 (plus $3.50 S&H) 


OCEAN/MARINE TECHNOLOGIES 
7415 Garden Grove, Ste. 12 * San Antonio, TX 78250- 3107 
me 1-800-793-4038 » Fax: 210/604-2154 
e-mail: omtek19@stic. net 
(BE pe ads a OS/NT tess fe» Visa/MC a 


WreckMaster 
Northeast 
Over SOO Wrecks 
Maine to Virginia 


Pictures ¢ Charts ¢ Dive Conditions ¢ 
Quiz Mode ¢ History ¢ 


Vessel Encyclopedia * much more... 
IBM / Windows 3.1x or 


Win95. 386 CPU+ 256 Color 


$49.95 + $2.85 ship ¢ call 1-800-470-1234 
($3.00 SLS TX CT RES ONLY) 
Scubamation, P.O. Box 632, Botsford, CT 06404 


http SLEW ANIN, Sib usiness, oa SUD aie OG: htm 


www. QLTECH .COM/ 


FISHEYE VIEW CAM « LIVING REEF THEATRES 
FISHEYE VIEW INNERSPACE CD-ROMs —” 
FISHEYE VIEW MPEG CDs + 800-762-2877 QUANTUM 


Enriched Air 


It’s All About Time! 


PADI’s Enriched 

Air Diving video 

teaches you about 

diving with 

enriched air ina 

simple, easy to 

understand way. Learn baie to extend your 
dives safely and efficiently. Visit us on the 
world wide web at http:/www.padi.com to find 


a PADI Dive Center near you. 


_ |@Photo Log 
_ |@Fish Counting 
_ |MEquipment Mainten. 


_|$10.00 Demo 
| Brochures Available 


CITIES UNDER 


THE SEA 


Jean-Michel Cousteau transports you 

to a spectacular undersea “city” of 

coral reefs to see creatures you may 

never encounter in your scuba 

adventures. You will learn about 

these animals and plants—and understand how this 
perfectly balanced ecosystem works. Over 700 
original photographs and 90 minutes of video make 
this an experience you'll not soon forget! 

Windows or Macintosh CD-ROM: $29.95 

CITIES UNDER THE SEA is available at dive shops and 
software retailers, or call Enteractive at 800-443-4464. 


Interactive Marine Life ID Guides 
and Encyclopedias 

on CD-ROM! 

Fishes of the Caribbean 2.0 

Fishes of the Red Sea 


1 The World of Sharks 


The World of Whales 


& Dolphins 
Only $45 each! 


Sea-D Publishing, P.O Box 31545 SMB, Grand Cayman, BWI 
Tel: (809) 949-8327 Fax: (809) 949-8427 
E-mail: daved@candw.ky On the Web: http://www.sea-d.com 


Grand Cayman 


Thet premier interactive, edutainment 
dive CD on Grand Cayman. Multimedia 
rich, with over 20 minutes of high quality 
dive movies in thousands of colors, 
complimented by music and narration. 
Dive Tarpon Alley, Stingray City, Omega & 
Reef, Molly's Wall and other popular dive sites. 
The photo gallery features 200+ original shots of Cayman’s vast 
collection of fish species, along with its many hard and soft corals. 


Macintosh, Windows 3.1 & Windows 95. 
Only $34.95 (plus $2 S&H) 


VISA/MC Direct Orders Call 800-243-1515 x650 
SHOOT TO THRILL, INC. 


Sea Wolff Dive Logs for Windows 


apt 


Pro Version also has 
MTax Accounting 
MClass Management 
MIinvoicing & Bulk Mail 
only $129.00 


= 10 10D) AVA oan © 1© mamme\-y- 70) 10/0) Tat-igele)a mal=1t 
http://www. interport.net/~seawolff/ 


MDive Log 


|$49 in the US. 


Giant Stride 


" Divelog 
\_FOR WINDOWS —7 


Download from: 
http://www.tdl/com/~sam ¢ e-mail: sam@tdl.com 


Call (408) 524-8860 
to request a free copy | in the mail. 
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APOLLO SPORTS USA, INC. 
http://www.apollo-sports.com 


DIVERS’ DISCOUNT SUPPLY 
http://www.diversdiscount.com 
e-mail: DiversDisc@aol.com 


DIVE RITE 
http://www.dive-rite.com/ 
e-mail: diverite1 @aol.com 


FUJI ULTRASONIC 
ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 
http://www.orange.or.jp/~fuji-us/ 
e-mail: fujius@orange.or.jp 


JWA/SCUBAPRO 
http://www.jwa.com 


U.S. DIVERS 
http://www.usdivers or 
e-mail: tecinfo@usdivers 
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TWOFIN, INC 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin 
e-mail: twofin@aol.com 








Live-Aboard Travel 


pXece| {a le] te Se age 
http://www.aggressor.com or 
e-mail: divboat@aol.com 


BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 
http://www.blackbeard-cruises.com or 
e-mail: cothook@blackbeard-cruises.com 


NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 
http://www.gate.net/~nekton or 
e-mail: nekton@gate.net 


PETER HUGHES DIVING INC. 
http://www. winnet.net/dancer/ or 
e-mail: dancer@winnet.net 


SAILING & DIVING VACATIONS 
ON A CRUISE YACHT 
http://www.yachts-on-line.com/ 


Wa ee femme stu hy 
e-mail: seafever@Safari.net 


HELIX LIMITED 


http://www.mastermall.com/helix 


Publishers 

BLUE OCEAN DIVERS AND 
OCEAN/MARINE TECHNOLOGIES 
http://ally.ios.com/~omtek19 


— Beutel ay 
alae oM/ANAWAU MO IN @sx-1(6 18) exe) an ne) 
e-mail: divesight@silkthread.com 


SEA-D PUBLISHING 
http://www.sea-d.com or 
e-mail daved@ candw 
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Resort/Dive Operators 


AQUA WORLD 
http://www.iminet.com/mexico/700a.html 


BAHAMA DIVERS 
http://www.empg.com/bahama-divers 
e-mail: bahdiver@netrunner.net 


BAHAMAS MINISTRY OF TOURISM 
http://www.interknowledge.com/bahamas 


BASKIN IN THE SUN 
http://www.dive-baskin.com or 
e-mail: baskindive@aol.com 


BAYMAN BAY CLUB 
http://bayman.lwm.com/bayman 


BELIZE UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/belize.htm or 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


BIMINI UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
sea eatsli Mm Olianllal merci erste) mere) an 


DISCOVERY DIVE 
http://www. Discoverydive.com 


DIVERS UNLIMITED 
CEPOATUIPROhASLUTaTianicerexcle) Merelan 


ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADV * MAUI 
http://www.maui.net/~robinson/erda.html 
Ye gavel pce) e)/arsye) alu parclelmay=y' 


FANTASEA DIVING 
http://www.bermuda.com/Scuba 


FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESORT 
http://www.empg.com/fantasy-island 


FISHEYE OF CAYMAN 
http://www.fisheye.com or 
e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky 


FLORIDA DOWN UNDER 
http://www.fdu.com/fdu 
e-mail: aldive@aol.com 


GALAPAGO INN 
alas oe /AWAWAWAe- (fle: \elemexe) inl 


KONA COAST DIVERS x HAWAII 
nat OMAN AWAY Aare Wr Utsien0] oy- Mere )an nels 
rs aarcliMmelici.celarelCullarshutfsllMarsy! 


KONA KAI BAYFRONT RESORT, 
a awl eve) 
e-mail: konakai@aol.com 


MAUI DIVE SHOP HAWAII 
http://maui.net/~mauidive 
é-mail: mauidive@maui.net 


NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 
alas OM SAWAWAWANU OD sexe letvANy7e)ilaraatetsicy- lO Minne) @ 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


RIDING ROCK INN 


e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com 


SAILING & DIVING VACATIONS 
IN THE CARIBBEAN 
http://www. yachts.vi/ 


SEA EYE DIVING OF GRAND TURK, 
TURKS & CAICOS 

http://www. interlog.com/~reefnet/GTurk or 
'@ [Cle Til elvlameein) 





STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 


http://empg.com/stuart-cove 
WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA 
ADVENTURES 


http://www.twofin.com/twofin/walkers.htm or 


e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


























































XANADU UNDERSEA 
ADVENTURES 
http://www.twofin.com/twofin/xanadu.htm or 
e-mail: nealwatson@aol.com 


YAP DIVERS/MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL 
ALU OM PATA ANARRICURLECLEC\AGe) EE 
e-mail: yapdivers@mantaray.com 


Tour Operators 


BAHIA TOURS 
http://www.empg.com/bahia-tours 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS, INC. 
http://www.bajaex.com or 
e-mail: travel@bajaex.com 


BARBACHANO TOURS 
Lat CM PAA AWA=IALI Ole Mexe)tiT/ ey-Usey=\eer-lale) 


BOB SOTO’S DIVING 
http://www.sccsi.com/BobSoto/home.html or 
e-mail BSD@star-travel.com 


CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS, INC. 
http://www.travelfile.com/get?cturs 
rots aarst i pmersles\e(e)alare\crsce) mere) an 


CONTINENTAL MICRONESIA 
AIRLINES & TOURS 
http://www.destmic.com 


DIVE DISCOVERY TRAVEL 
net OM FAT AV ANALG) UUme) it, B)hZs) Bl ierelU came) 
e-mail: 102447.3320@compuserve.com 


GO DIVING 
http://www.godiving.com 


GREAT DESTINATIONS 
http://www.skindiver.com 
e-mail: scuba@skindiver.com 


LANDFALL PRODUCTIONS 
http://www.ecotravel.com/landfall 
e-mail: Indfall@aol.com 


SEE & SEA TRAVEL SERVICES 
http://www.divxprt.com/see&sea or 
e-mail: divxprt@ix.netcom.com 


SUNDANCE TOURS & DIVE SHOP 
http://www. DiveTrukLagoon.com 
e-mail: info@DiveTrukLagoon.com 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES 
TRAVEL 


http://www.travelsource.com/scuba/tadive.htm! or 
e-mail: 103520.201 4@compuserve.com 


TROPICAL TOURS, INC. 
http://tropical.scubamaster.com 
e-mail: diver@neosoft.com 





‘Training/ Certification 
Agencies — 


NASDS 
http://WWW.WEBS.NET/NASDS 
é-mail: nasds@netten.nets 


PADI 
http://www.padi.com 


SCUBA REFERRALS OF SOUTH FLORIDA 
http://home.earthlink.net/~scubarefer/ or 
e-mail: scubarefer@earthlink.net 


SCUBA SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL 
http://www.mail@ssiusa.com 
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Left: Darren Peterson exposes a juvenile 
Trumpetfish attempting to hide next to a 
red sponge. Below: A neck crab, sporting 
a lush coat of hydroids, perches ona 
Common Seafan at Royal Palms Ledge. 





TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL HARRIGAN 


| Ford, the manager of Treasure 

Island Divers, knows diving is more 
fun with people who care. Everyone in a 
Quality dive operation has the necessary 
orofessional qualifications, the trick is to 
find people with the right personalities 
and dedication. So, he looks for instruc- 
tors who not only like diving but enjoy 
sharing the experience. The result? A 
PADI Five Star Instructor Development 
Center where the people really make 
you feel welcome. 

The Treasure Island Divers facility on 
Seven Mile Beach in Grand Cayman 
was also designed with fun and relax- 
ation in mind. A large round tiki hut over- 
looks the ocean and a volleyball net is 
permanently set up on the sand. A cut in 
the ironshore, as the beach rock is 
called, gives Treasure Island Divers the 
only dock on Seven Mile Beach. Inside 
the shop you can rent any dive gear you 
need, including computers. Computer 
divers are welcome here and qualified 
divers are free to follow their computer 
profiles. Instruction from the PADI 
Discover Scuba Diving resort course to 
instructor development is available, as 
well as all of the warm water PADI spe- 
cialty courses. 

The Treasure Island Divers photo and 


‘aF Lids? oe i et bab eds Pe ey ery ete 


Treasure Island Divers’ professional staff. 


video center offers rentals and instruc- 
tion, featuring Sony camcorders and 
Nikonos V cameras with a good selec- 
tion of accessories. Custom videos and 
photo sessions can be arranged fora 
personal record of your trip. 

Listening to the instructors from 
Treasure Island Divers talk with divers, | 
realized they were exceptionally skillful 
and unobtrusive in making sure every- 
one had a safe and enjoyable dive. 
Without being overbearing or conde- 
scending, they suggested things that 
made the Grand Cayman dive experi- 
ence better for those on their boats. For 
instance, instructor Darren Peterson 
was talking with a couple who frequent- 
ly have trouble clearing their ears, espe- 
clally on the first few dives of a trip. 


ee eee 








Darren advised them that tilting the 
head to one side when clearing the 
ears sometimes helps divers who are 
having a problem. This position 
stretches the neck muscles and helps 
open the eustachian tube. The other 
staff members all had similar insights to 
relate, based on their many years of ex- 
perience. What makes these sugges- 
tions particularly useful is they weren't 
offered in an “Ho hum, let’s go through 
the motions and get another dozen 


\ |SOLMAR a 


{ 


a, 
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The ] 2 foot Scune: V is the most luxurious | 
live-aboard operating in Mexico. Based in 
Cabo San Lucas, the Soimar V offers trips in» 
the summer to the Sea of Cortez and in the 
winter to the Socorro Islands (Revillagigedos), 
the last unexplored diving legend of Mexico. 
Encounters with schooling Hammerheads, 

|giant Mantas, whale 

3 Sharks, sea lions and © 


: oa OP on sees migratory whales are 
The Doc Poulson, a 70 foot cable layer, is Located on the tip of} an < likely, Ho viduals. 


a fascinating, beautifully intact and easily The Baja Peninsula, | 2s - 

s . groups and private 
explored wreck in only 50 feet of water. falas pak - | charters welcome... 
divers into the water” attitude. The staff oie eee Call for more 

bers at T Island Di intimate size that a live-aboard info! 
members at Treasure Island Divers ex- straddies the Sen of : . ; Se 


hibit a degree of genuine interest in Cort d the 
their guests and enthusiasm for the oe 
sport of diving that is refreshing. The 
way they run the boats, conduct the 


briefings and teach the courses will sight-seeing, | rae 
alee igh g, two large pools/jacuzzi, golfing, 
eed aaah to diving in Grand Cayman. | fishing or Solmar’s private white ane beach 
This is obviously a group of people who - will be sure to make your vacation First Class. 
are good at their jobs and love what Land-based diving packages for groups and 





Pacific Ocean. Walking distance from town, 
| all rooms are air-conditioned suites with 
private balconies.Shopping, nightlife, 





they do. | individuals... Call for more info! 
TREASURE ISLAND DIVE | For reservations and information, call bits P adi by 
inthe 4A~35354. 
All three boats in the Treasure Island | 800- 3 a) 3 3 O 
Divers fleet are 45 feet and custom < 310-459-9861 - FAX 310-454-1686 
made, powered by diesel engines and | 


designed for a stable, comfortable ride. ee circle #55 on Reader Service Card 
The boats’ names, Gatlin, Twitty and 
Milsap Diver reflect the owners’ appreci- BECOME A 

ation of country music. All the expected 

amenities are available, including fresh- “PAD | INS ’ RUC J OR; 


water showers, marine heads, camera 


rinse barrels, coolers for your food and cou mis Tene enG ht Belts 

drinks and ice water. The main decks eres ton “ FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE, iy 
are wide and uncluttered for easy move- Course Director 15561 a Division of THE DIVE STATION 

ment, with plenty of seating shaded Licensed by the Florida State Board *& *& #&k x *xPADI 5 STAR CDC 

from the sun. If sun is what you seek, CPR Ea onde se d 3465 Edgewater Drive 

though, there is a large sundeck above Business Schools License No. 1000. Orlando, Florida 32804 

the main deck. Broad dive platforms 


and solid dive ladders make entries and FOR MORE 


' Phone (407) 423-4734 
exits easy. Watching one diver struggle INFORMATION ] -800 282 -3328 FAX (4073 849-1427 
to pull his fins off, instructor Phil Coxon CALL US NOW KAMEDI@acl. com 


suggested punching out the molding 
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THE BELIZE 
YACHT CLUB & 
GAZ’S BELIZE 
DIVE CENTER 


The Belize Yacht Club is located on 
Ambergris Caye and features the Splash 
Bar with breakfast buffet, full service 
marina, fresh-water pool, a fully- 
equipped gym and suites with kitchens, 
A/C and private balconies. Gaz’s Belize 
Dive Center is a full service facility 
offering PADI instruction, local barrier 
reef diving, one-day and overnight trips 
to Lighthouse, Turneffe and the Blue 
Hole aboard the 55 ft. Manta IV. 


Coming in 1996... 
PMI itoyetiieclil mss 
Conference Faeilities ™ 


awe ore 







Call hig Hotel/ iP 
Dive Packages 
300-938-0860 


U.S. Ph: 305-772-0886 
Fax: 305-772-0737 
Belize Phone: 
011-501-26-2797 

Fax: 011-501-26-2892 


© AD/SD 1995 
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TREASURE ISLAND 
DIVERS 


plug on the bottom of the footpocket. 
This can help break the suction between 
bootie and fin, allowing the fins to slide 
off easier. 

Two of the Treasure Island Divers 
boats are normally kept at West Bay and 
one is stationed at North Sound. This al- 
lows access to a full array of West, 
South, East and North Wall dive sites, as 
well as Stingray City and Sandbar. The 
West Side of Grand Cayman is on the 
schedule every day, with most dive sites 
less than 20 minutes from the Treasure 
Island Divers dock. Stingray City dives 
are planned four times a week. North 
Wall dive sites are more exposed to the 
wind, making them somewhat weather 
dependent but Treasure Island Divers 
plans trios there whenever possible. 





Two of Treasure Island Divers’ 45 foot 
dive boats: Milsap Diver and Twitty Diver. 


three tank trip for a minimum of six divers 
can also run to the more remote east 
side. This is normally a summertime trip, 
when the trade winds slacken. Night 
dives are scheduled twice a week or 
whenever five or more divers express an 
interest. Transportation is provided from 
the Treasure Island Divers shop on 
Seven Mile Beach to the North Sound 
boat. Tanks and weights are already on 
the boats when you board, with your 
choice of 80, 72 or 65 cubic foot alu- 
minum tanks. 

Al emphasizes comfort and conve- 
nience in the Treasure Island Divers op- 
eration. He has a policy, for instance, of 
using all three boats to avoid crowding. 
Although each boat can handle 25 
divers comfortably, whenever there are 
15 divers another boat is added. 
Everyone isn’t put on one boat just to 
avoid operating a second boat. Com- 
plimentary mesh dive gear bags are an- 
other convenient service. You receive a 
numbered bag when you sign in and for 
the rest of your stay Treasure Island 
Divers takes care of your gear. After 
each dive it is rinsed, stored and put on 
the right boat for your next dive. If you 
prefer to handle your own equipment, a 
secure gear locker is available. 


GRAND CAYMAN DIVING 
Grand Cayman has something special 
for every diver, from deep walls to shallow 


reefs to wrecks. The water temperature is 
about 84°F in the summer and 78°F in 
the winter, warm enough that you can 
wear a shorty anytime of the year and be 
comfortable. Visibility usually exceeds 
100 feet and at times it is gin clear. Many 
of the dive sites are in the calm water on 
the West Side of the island, well protect- 
ed from the trade winds. 

A U-shaped finger of coral with a deep 
undercut is the primary feature of Royal 
Palms Ledge but the surrounding reef is 
also excellent. The top of the reef starts at 
about 40 feet and, although it goes deep- 
er, the most popular profile is to about 60 
feet. The ledge has a cap of hard and soft 
corals and is wrapped underneath with a 
variety of sponges. The side of the ledge 
is packed with cleaning stations and you 
can see Tiger Groupers, Barracuda, Bar 
Jacks and Mutton Snappers being 
cleaned of parasites at frequent intervals 
around its perimeter. Instructor Kevin 
Kneafsey often suggests divers slow 
down underwater and take a few minutes 
to let the fish get used to their presence. | 
decided to take his advice and stopped 
in a sand channel about 60 feet deep be- 
tween the coral fingers. After a few min- 
utes, three Tobaccofish scooted out of a 
coral crevice and settled on the bottom. 
About six inches long with brown and or- 


GRAND CAYMAN | 
“~~ BRITISH WEST INDIES | 


























ANY 


ange markings, these fish are not often 
seen by divers. 

The Doc Poulson is a cable-laying 
vessel about 70 feet long that was sunk 
in about 50 feet of water. Still in the pro- 
cess of growing a fine coat of coral and 
sponges, the Doc Poulson is easy to dive 
yet fascinating. The cable machinery is 
still intact on the foredeck and the wheel- 
house has a trapped layer of air inside 
the overhead that acts like a huge ceiling 
mirror. A vast colony of Garden Eels in- 
habits the sand around the vessel and 
the surrounding reef is worth exploring. 
This is an excellent dive for anyone taking 
instructor Stewart Esposito’s tip, which 
is to take it easy on the first dive of your 
trio. Stewart has seen many divers visit- 
ing Grand Cayman select a deep wall 
site for their first dive, even though they 
haven't been diving for while and feel a 
bit rusty. Bottom time on deeper dives is 
precious enough, why spend it playing 
catch up? 

From the surface, the blue-gray cones 


of Giant Star Coral stand out against the 
(Continued on Page 132) 








cabanas, the second largest barrier reef in the world 
and fully staffed and equipped dive center are all just 
part of what makes Ramon’s Village one of the most 
unique vacation spots in the world. 


Come and Enjoy the Magic of Ramon’s Village. 
For reservations or information call: 


1-800-MAGIC 15 


Ph: 601-649-1990 © FAX: 601-649-1996 
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TURNEFFE [ISLAND LODGE 


WORLD CLASS DIVING ON THE TURNEFFE ATOLL 


Divers staying at the Turneffe Island Lodge stay where most 
other resorts/live-aboards take their guests for a treat. 


All the fish and all the standards you would expect 
from a world-class dive resort. 


¢ Photo/Video Center ¢ A/C ¢ Sea Kayaking 
e Snorkeling ¢ Flats Fishing 


Call to learn what’s new: 


1-800-874-0118 


Ph: 770-534-3210 ¢ Fax: 770-536-8365 
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aribbean 


¢’ ‘ x ‘y 5 cpatmonan Na Ay 
Sse ekson\ “Les all, al 


e Private 12-Acre Island With Tropical 
Mahogany Cabanas On Glover’s Atoll 

¢ Modern, Comfortable Dive & Fishing Boats 

e Last Frontier of Unspoiled Dive Sites 

e Bar & Restaurant Over Pier 

¢ New 48’ Fast Boat -“Pelagic” 


Call for the latest information on Dive Packages 


1-800-326-1724 


Ph: 011-501-23-2767 ¢ Fax: 011-501-23-2764 
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RUM POINT INN 


PLACENCIA, SOUTHERN BELIZE 


mi Diving 400 Square Miles Of 
nspoiled Untouched Reefs 


¢ Explore Jungles & Maya Ruins 

¢ Ten Caribbean sculpted domes 

¢ Pro 42 custom dive boat 

: ie ¢ Dive shop, kayaks and more 
) e E-6 processing on premises 


1-800-747-1381 


FAX: US 504- 464-0325 ¢ FAX: BELIZE 011-501-6-23240 
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wThe dramati¢ contours of Cem- 
e etery Wall, orCayman Brac’s 

southside, are overgrown with 
e colorful tube FT are | rope sponges. 
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Little is\known about the heavily en- 
(oid UE-9 10 anchor at Anchor Wall => 
cept iLhas been weédgedan thé reef 


Pa for about 300 years. Inset/aie Pro 42 
‘ dive boat, Manta, at beachsidewpier. 


he focal point of Anchor Wallis a 

large, ancient anchor stuck in a deep 
crevice, one of many that cuts through 
the crest of the Brac’s south side walls. 
This fascinating spectacle has been here 
for an estimated 300 plus years but its 
history is unknown. The anchor, with its 
large iron flukes and coral encrusted 
shank wedged tightly in the crevasse, 
struck me as Somewhat symbolic of 
Cayman Brac. The largest of Grand 
Cayman’s two sister islands (the other is 
Little Cayman), this 12 by 2 mile sliver of 
land holds a substantial wealth of marine 
wonders. 

The Brac does not lack walls. The 
word “brac” comes from the Gaelic for 
bluff and the island features one rising 
from sea level to 140 feet at its far east- 
ern tio. While diving off this particular tip 


Great 

Diving and 
Cayman Brac’s 
Laidback 
Atmosphere 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY WALT STEARNS 


is weather dependent, the rest of the Is- 
land is always open. The Brac’s walls 
begin around the 55 foot mark and cas- 
cade straight down. 

The island is shaped like a string- 
bean, with most of the dive sites off its 
north and south sides. The south walls 
feature highly serrated profiles, with 
tunnels, winding crevices and narrow 
chasms ready to spit intrepid visitors 
into the blue void on the other side. 
Some even offer a few surprises, such 











as the mysterious anchor found at 
Anchor Wall. 

A few of the favored dives on the 
south side include Rock Monster 
Chimney, Wilderness Wall and Bluff 
Wall. Wilderness Wall is somewhat dif- 
ferent owing to the huge, 55 foot high by 
40 foot wide pinnacle standing out from 
the upper rim of the coral precipice. The 
pinnacle is adorned with broad, deep 
water gorgonians and tangled tresses of 
red and lavender rope sponges. A large 
school of Horse-eye Jacks is frequently 
in attendance. 

While the south side may possess the 
most dramatic contours, the north is the 
place for color. 

Strawberry Sponge, Cemetery 
and Airport Wall start about 50 feet be- 
low the surface. Their vertically sheer 
faces are abundantly colonized with 
brightly colored tube and rope sponges, 
deep water gorgonians and large Black 
Coral trees with clusters of Red Vase 
Sponges in their branches. Even on 

days when the visibility is 

close to its best—it 

averages 120 

feet—there is no 

way to see the 

bottom of 
these walls. 

The Brac has 
an equal number 








Gulf of Mexico ’ 
Cuba=q 
Mexico 






Little Cayman 
Grand Cayman 


Se TTR | 





The resort features a freshwater pool with 
a large sundeck and six person spa. The 
walkway extends to the beachside pier. 


of shallow sites and walls—for every 
wall site there is a corresponding and 
proportionally beautiful coral garden 
slightly inshore. Several of the more 
prominent shallow reef sites, between 
15 and 40 feet deep, are Bert 
Brother’s Boulders, Green House 

(Continued on Page 113) 














Our Days Are Almost Alwz ays! Per fect, But You'll Sian ye Never Notice. 


@ Cloxe your eyes and e 410 ssi me on a war rm: water ¢ dive 
“off, aBisland w here it hardly ver rains, 
fran ing? ¢ eo y) edie Xf lo: rean Thite(mnareey 
. may rhe just MV bading 
in ie shallows ona soft, 


do Vn OY. 


An Island All Your Own 
For A Brochure Or More Info. Call Your Travel Agent Or: 1-800-TO-ARUBA 
circle # 111 on Reader Service Card 
cere dl cee 
red sail sports 
ARUBA 


e Brand New Custom-Built, Pro 42 Dive Boat 

© Daily Two-Tank, One-Tank, Night & Wreck Dives 

¢ Four Complete Watersport Centers at Aruba’s Finest Hotels 
¢ Hotel Dive Packages Available 


New pr. icing! 5 tanks beginning at $125 
800-255-6425 
Advertised rate is a dive only package.Restrictions apply. Call for details. 
circle # 372 on Reader Service Card 


ELICAN WATERSPORTS, ehh! 


; ° . PADI eure Training Facility 
Za) * Modern dive centers with custom-built 
mm §=> boats and top quality rental/retail equipment. 


¢ Night dives, two-tank dives, wreck dives, 
is gee ne more. 





P.O. Box 1194 
Oranjestad, Aruba 
Phone: 011-2978-31228 
Fax: 011-2978-32655 


All-inclusive packages available at 
La Cabana and Holiday inn Beach Resorts 


LA CABANA 


QUITE BEACH RESORT & Casing 


011-2978-24739, . he ke 
YOU GET THINGS HERE THAT YOU 
DON’T GET ANYWHERE ELSE. 
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Super DIVE packages 
with round-trip air from Miami 
4 days/ 3 nights $759 
departures from Newark, Baltimore/Washington, 
Tampa and most US Cities slightly higher. 
Rates are per person, double occupancy thru 8/31/96. 
FOR THE BEST DIVE VACATION, 
call 1-800-677-7888 for more details. 
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BAE 

Scuba Diving - Dolphin Seine, 
Sea Kayaking - Bicycling 
Why settle for only one 
island with limited dive 

sites when the BOTTOM. 
TIME II can offer you the 

best of the Bahamas’ 700. 
islands at your door step. 
Hassle-free, unlimited. 
diving, ultra-clean live 

aboard accommoda ions 


V/OS © 


V66L CG 


BOTTOM TIME 


ADVENTURES 


P.O. Box 156 
Dania, FL33004-0156 


800-234-8464 
954-921-7798 
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In the Bahamas 


THE INZAN TIGER TO MALPELo: With 
only two lavish staterooms, the four 
passenger yacht The Inzan Tiger is the 
ultimate way for serious divers and 
photographers to get close to vast 
schools of Hammerhead Sharks and 
other pelagics. 

The Inzan Tiger's cruises to Malpelo 
Island operate from Costa Rica be- 
tween December and July to offer 
clients the year’s most favorable diving 
conditions. 

Malpelo is famous for Hammerhead 

° 2 '7 | sharks that actually school at the sur- 
urried, |. »| | face of the water, a wide variety of oth- 


Unbelievable... 
BIMINT UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
1-800-DIVING 4 : 


Bimini 809-347-3089 





circle #87 on Reader Service Card Se er pelagics from Amberjacks to Whale 
Sharks and numerous huge Green 
Morays. 

For further details, contact See & 
Sea Travel, Inc., 50 Francisco Street 
#205, San Francisco, CA 94133; (415) 
434-3400, fax (415) 484-3409. Send 
e-mail to divxprt@ix.netcom.com or 
visit the Web Site at htto://www.divx- 
ort.com/ see&sea. = 


Quality training since 1977 


JENNY 


Tr as m ern Seaboard, Inc. VANA IN THE SOUTHERN RED SEA: 


Vana, the most Opulent ship in the div- 
OFESSIONAL DIVER i ar ee partoned aoe 
«Surface Alr/Mined Gas Diving pou amen an aise sone 2, 
» Hyperbaric Chamber Operation 
» Underwater Welding & Burning 
« Bridges, Oil Rigs & Power Plants 
« Remote Vehicles, U/W Ultrasonics 
« Federal Financial Assistance 
for Qualified Students 
| Approved for Veterans Training 





to the sensational seamounts and 
reefs of Eritrea and the Sudan. Access 
to Vana will be by way of the new na- 
tion of Eritrea, a fascinating place re- 
building after a 30 year war. The natu- 
ral and military hardware create a 
powerful backdrop for the adventure. 


@AD/SD 1995 
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For further information, contact See 
& Sea Travel, Inc., 50 Francisco Street 
#205, San Francisco, CA 94138; (415) 
434-3400, fax (415) 4384-3409. Send 
e-mail to divxprt@ix.netcom.com or 
visit the Web Site at http://www.divx- 
prt.com/see&sea. => 


GUESTROOMS UPGRADED AT 
TURNEFFE FLATS, BELIZE: Turneffe Flats 
has constructed all new guest accom- 
modations to replace its old cabins. 
The new rooms are quite spacious, 
with Mexican tile floors, vaulted ceil- 
ings and picture windows. All rooms 
have direct beach access and central 
air-conditioning. 

Turneffe Flats will accommodate on- 
ly small groups of divers in order to 
continue its commitment to high quali- 
ty, personalized, uncrowded diving. Its 
location on the east side of Turneffe 
Islands Atoll allows easy access to all 
of the best diving in Belize. Its fleet of 
Ocean Masters, with all new twin 200 
hp Johnson outboards, will get divers 
there in comfort. Call (800) 815-1304 
for reservations or further details. = 


CAYMAN’S NEW AREA CODE: AS of 
August, the Cayman Islands have a 
new telephone area code. The rapid 
expansion of telephones, faxes, cellu- 
lar phones and computer modems in 
the Caribbean has forced a split of the 
former Caribbean wide 809 area code. 
The Cayman Islands will have a brand 
new area code—345— exclusively as- 
signed to them. Callers will still be able 
to use the old area code for one year, 
until August 31, 1997. = 


fat a a cae wt 
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Make no mistake, watch 
your wake. 











COZUMEL * NOCATTLEBOATS * COZUMEL e NO CATTLEBOATS 


5 Day Dive 
Packages 
from $219 
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DIVE, & TRAVEL AUSTRALIA 
: 14 DAY UNIQUE TRAVEL 
ADVENTURES IN PARADISE! 


PACKAGES FOR CERTIFIED DIVERS 
AND NON-DIVERS f 


WT My 
- DIVE ISLANDS ong 


UR SYDNEY yt OVE 
oc Kent pre VAY 

VIDUAL AND GROUP 
TRAVEL 1(8OQO)-599-8562 





Dive Kona Hawaii 
6 nights hotel/6 days rental car 


Three 2-tank boat dives $399. pp/do 


1-800-525 PADI 
a 
SS igre 


Seaside Hotel 
75-5660 Palani Rd 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
© SD/AD 1996 


1-808-329-KONA 
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COZUMEL SPECIAL 


WHEN YOU STAY AT ANY OF THESE GREAT HOTELS 
FIESTA INN 
BARRACUDA 
PLAZA LAS GLORIAS Air 
FIESTA AMERICANA COZUMEL REEF 


z= TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 


“emn 800-247-3483 


WA 206-441-3483 © FAX 206-441-5431 












© TSWNZOD « SIVOSITLIVD ON © TaWNZOD 


SIVOSATLLVD ON 


Special 
Low Cost 


Fares 


13WNZOD ° SLVOS3TLIVD ON ° TaWNZO9 


SIVOGSTLLVD ON * TSIWNZOD « SIVOSSTLIVO ON © 1SWNZO9 


fe OH DE ae Qe OD 


Dive Kesor ~ 






“fe sme TES Dhe/Abcam. Daves a 
pp/dbl occ. & Deluxe Rooms & 


aye en 2 day min. Waterfront Villas a 
wp 36 / stay Stay 4 days © 2 Loc. Reef Trips 
Sth da lay FREE * Tanks & Wts 

© UW Weddings ie 


Some restrictions apply 
‘io 1(800)4-A-MORAY : 





rv ep ay oe & ee ais Largo, FL ‘ee 
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A Magnificent New 
Vessel for the 
Aggressor Fieet 


BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 
AND WAYNE HASSON 


here’s a brand new Aggressor in Belize and she’s a 
beauty! The Belize Aggressor Ill came on station the 
end of June. Built in Louisiana, she is 120 feet long with a 
22 foot beam. With a bright white streamlined hull and 
smoked glass windows, she’s lovely to look at but her 
beauty is more than skin deep. Among her many ameni- 
ties are nine staterooms for 18 guests, each of which has 
: e-me)W am al-r-\em-lalem-ale\'.-1 em Or-1g0l-1(-1em-lalemi-y-1aelalale meatal 
a ee furnishings, these rooms have windows, individual cli- 
Each of the two salons has an entertainment center. agt=\c-keve) alice) -lale Mm AYA item Leia e 
Oyal=m-) ol-veit-1mi-t-1el amis 
ico) | arom el-1(0))\ mi tal-mel hem e)-1 
form—it’s an underwater 
lighting system to facilitate 
falfelaimeiivz-sse-lalemalle|almiliaae 
Tale R=».4el-xe])dlelalswalale pm dal=) 
Belize Aggressor Ill is the 
first Aggressor Fleet ves- 
Jo) Coke iis malice) Gillon 
The new Aggressor has 
four decks. The top deck 
Flee) e]—jale)acelel-wmel-\.e) Vals 
is the partially shaded 
]U] ave [-16] em avielalem disame)al= 
of the staterooms, this 
deck has a wetbar, barbe- 
lump ave acelel-lalemesar-Ii-1- 
lounges. 
The main deck is the 


dive deck. There is a wide : 
dive platform with twin '0P: The brand new Belize 


f Aggressor Illis a state of the 
ladders for wees boarding ar cele} mlelaleMiep delavmelii= 
and a convenient storage yacht that cruises Belize’s col- 
rack for fins. A shower _ orful, life laden waters. Left: A 
here allows guests to rinse formation of yellow sponges 
the salt off just after step- off West Point. Above: A laid- 
o}[alem-\eler-ige rm @)ameal-melh,-mmmm or-(o1,. @ (aloe) @-lealele) nit-f) ee 
(elo) Gis ol -1a-se) ar-tmme|-t-1 ars 
stowed in individual lockers beneath the bench seats, 
tanks go in racks behind them. Since tanks are filled in 
place, you'll never have to remove your BC; just take the 
g-Je 0} F-\ce) mea 2el-1am\ce)emal-1-(em-Millem iam ial-maalielel(-me)maal= 
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BELIZ 
BELMOPAN 


BELIZE 





deck and along the sides there are over- 
head bars for hanging dive suits. 
Photographers will love the Belize 
Aggressor Ill. Tne dive deck has a fresh- 
water rinse tank for cameras and regu- 
lators. The two tiered, carpeted camera 
table has a compressed air nozzle and 
bars all the way around to prevent photo 
equipment from falling off. It also has a 
110 volt charging station for strobes 
and lights. In the salons, both portable 
and built-in light tables provide that all 
important opportunity to review slides 
shot on the trip to make sure equipment 





The Belize Aggressor Ill has four decks. 
In between dives, guests can relax on the 
partially shaded sundeck in chaise 
lounges or soak in the hottub. This deck 
also features a wetbar and a barbecue. 


and techniques are working. Also, the 
Belize Aggressor Ill is one of only two 
Aggressor Fleet vessels with a video 
editing center for guest use. 

Every Aggressor has its own photo 
pro. This person rents camera equip- 
ment, teaches photo courses leading to 
specialty certification, develops E-6 film 
daily and shoots a video of each trip that 
provides a wonderful souvenir. 

Besides being the dive staging area, 
the forward half of the dive deck contains 
the air-conditioned dining salon, galley 
and a separate entertainment salon. 
Both salons have entertainment centers 
with TV/VCR and stereo and are very lux- 
uriously furnished. The dining salon is set 
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Career Development Center 
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GO PRO at Diver's Ulieatee 
From working in a dive Be at .: 
anaging ar rt, the cD¢ curn oy 
hee you beyond traditional instruc 
training. GO through our eon 
TRIAD or go all the way wit 


rams 
UCTOR. Our CDC prog! 
Se you the extra qualification to 


take you anywhere yO 


u want to go! 


GOLD INSTRUCTOR 

e CPR & Medic First Aid Instructor 

¢ 6 Specialty Instructor Certifications 
e Master Scuba Diver Trainer 

e Resort Instructor Course 

e Nitrox Instructor 


e FREE WORLDWIDE 
PLACEMENT 
Positions on cruise ships, and 
dive resorts in the Caribbean, in 
resorts around the world and in 
retail dive stores. 


* COMPLETE CAREER 
PROGRAM 


Custom tailored to meet your 
exact needs. 


A DIVERS 
UNLIMITED 


6023 Hollywood Boulevard ¢ Hollywood, Florida 33024 
TOLL FREE (888) CDC-PADI 


Phone: (954) 981-0156 


Tuition 
Financing 
Available 


TRIAD INSTRUCTOR 


e Advanced Open Water 

e Rescue Diver ¢ Medic First Aid 
e Divemaster e Instructor Prep 

e Instructor Develooment 

e Headstart Program 


° CONTINUING 
INSTRUCTOR AND 
RETAIL SUPPORT 
after graduation. Ongoing 
consultation on services and 
materials. 

e APPROVED FOR 
VETERANS TRAINING 


*1975/ 76/77 


Travel Services by 


STAR TRAVEL LID. 


(232-7234) 


Fax: (954) 963-5255 or E-mail: dvrsunimtd@aol.com 
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COZUMEL Super Specials 


FIESTA INN - Quality lodging, just one-mile south of 
town with a beautiful pool and it’s own beach club. 
Fiesta Inn’s new pier now allows Aqua Safari's dive 
boats to pick-up right from Fiesta Inn's beach club. 


Agua Safar 


Aqua Safari's Super 

30th Anniversary Specials include: 
Lodging, hotel tax and diving with AQUA SAFARI, 
serving Cozumel divers for 30 years! Boat trips include 
divemaster, tanks, weights, belt, soft drinks and 
welcome shore tank for your check-out dive. On all boat 
diving days, enjoy complimentary beach tanks from 
either of Aqua Safari’s full service shops. BONUS: 
FREE afternoon one-tank boat dives to Paradise Reef. 
Prices subject to change. 


FIESTA INN - Quality Hotel Diver Non-diver 
4nightslodging/3days diving $326 $176 
7 nights lodging/5daysdiving $557 $307 





Pg ere = 
CROWN PRINCESS SOL CARIBE-New All-Inclusive 
Oceanview room, beautiful beach, pool and gardens anda 
package that includes lodging, all your meals, even alcoholic 
beverages. Includes 24-hr food & beverage service and 
domestic and imported drinks., nightly shows, and activity 
programs. 


E®P NovwWoaw 


Aqua World - Mexico’s most complete watersports operator 
has just opened shop in Cozumel. Located in front of the Sol 
Caribe on the beach, Aqua World provides dockside service, 
unlimited beach diving and personal gear lockers. 

SOL CARIBE - All-Inclusive 

4nights lodging/3daysdiving $410 $260 

7 nights lodging/5daysdiving $705 $455 
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Call us TOLL FREE and SAVE 


(800) 346-6116 


(713) 973-9300 Fax (713) 973-8585 
E-mail: info@islandream.com 
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BELIZE AGGRESSOR lil 


up to also serve as aclassroom. 

The Belize Aggressor III has all of the 
safety and navigational equipment you 
would expect of a state of the art vessel: 
GPS, 36 mile radar, electronic compass, 
video depth sounder, weather fax, single 
sideband radio, two VHF radios and a dive 
tender. Its watermaker can produce 1,600 
gallons per day and there is a storage ca- 
pacity of 1,800 gallons. This Aggressor 
can hold 3,600 gallons of fuel and has a 
1,600 mile cruising range. It is powered by 
twin 12-V71 diesels and can cruise at 15 
Knots. Scuba tanks are filled by two 5,000 
osi Mako compressors with a 2,800 cubic 
foot cascade storage system. 

While the physical features of a live- 
aboard are extremely important, so are 
the services, the food and the diving. The 
Aggressor Fleet knows that if they want 
you to return they'll have to treat you well. 
(Their 70 percent repeat rate is proof they 
do.) The Fleet motto is “Eat, Sleep, Dive.” 
Food is critical since all that exercise 
makes divers hungry. Belize Aggressor Ill 
meals are exceptionally well prepared 
and plentiful. And, in between dives, 
snacks are offered. 

Several full sets of gear are available, 
allowing guests the option of renting 
most of their equipment and lugging less 
luggage. If you are into earning specialty 
certifications, you'll be happy to hear that 
almost any course you're interested in is 


AGGRESSOR FLEET VESSELS 


VOx I oiale ita it l livers 
Bay Islands Aggressor Ill | 110’ 
Pls Ocoee an ae a 
Belize Aggressor II/IIl 
Belize 
Cayman Aggressor III 110’ 
CAYMAN ISANGS dc ececdeessrenereede 
Galapagos Aggressors Ill | 80’ 
Ecuador 
Kona Aggresscr II 80’ 
Okeanos Aggressor 
Costa Rica 
Palau Aggressor Il 
Palau 


Sea enawoae ee eck) Cie a ce een er eC ere: iar aia army 


Truk Aggressor Il 


"Turks & Caicos Aggressor 
Turks & Caicos 





*Prices listed are for 1996. Special cruises, such as those with Jean-Michel 
Cousteau, Stan Waterman or Jim Church, cost more but there are also cruises 


offered at discount rates—ask when you book! 


available, making It easy to learn valuable 
skills while having fun. 


THE DIVING 
The Belize Aggressor III visits 20 mile 
long Turneffe Islands Atoll and 24 mile 





Weare sesarac serach tar ba pat tad 


Ce Ce ee ee ee 


AGGRESSOR FLEET/ 
JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 
L’AVENTURE 1996 SCHEDULE 
Jean-Michel Cousteau Team/ 
Nikonos Adventures 


October 6 to 13 
October 13 to 20 
November 2 to 9 


Truk Aggressor Il 
Palau Aggressor Il 
Kona Aggressor II 


Project Ocean Search 


Galapagos 
Aggressors | 


December 12 to 21 


1997 STAN WATERMAN 
PHOTO COURSES 


Bay Islands Aggressor Ill 
January 18 to 25 


Kona Aggressor Il 
May 31 to June 7 


Cayman Aggressor Iil 
July 19 to 26 


JIM CHURCH/STAN WATERMAN 
PHOTO COURSES 


Okeanos Aggressor 
July 15 to 25, 1997 


Palau Aggressor Il 
April 20 to 27, 1997 
April 27 to May 4, 1997 
October 5 to 12, 1997 


Truk Aggressor Il 
April 13 to 20, 1997 
May 4 to 11, 1997 
October 12 to 19, 1997 





long Lighthouse Reef Atoll. She also oc- 
casionally visits Glover’s Reef, Belize’s 
third atoll. Belize diving is excellent. 
Visibility is almost never less 
than 75 feet and is often 
better. The water tempera- 
Price” ture ranges from 79 to 88°F. 
$4,195 Most of the dive sites have 
moorings in shallow water 
leading to a wall. Divers can 
cruise the wall in whichever 
direction and at whatever 
depth they choose then re- 
turn to the boat in the shal- 
lows. The walls are fes- 
tooned with healthy, colorful 
sponges and gorgonians— 
many formations reminded 
me of beautiful, exotic floral 
bouquets—and the fish 
population is abundant and 
diverse. 

In the Turneffe Islands, 
the Sayonara is the low 
profile wreckage of a 50 foot 
boat. In and around the 
wreck look for schooling 
fish, moray eels, Spotted 
Eagle Rays and Barracuda. 

At West Point, off Lighthouse Reef, 
the wall starts in only 20 to 25 feet of wa- 
ter. There are lots of Black Corals, Giant 
Barrel Sponges and red finger sponges. 

(Continued on Page 113) 


$1,595 
$1,495 


(6 days) 
$1,695 


$4,995 
$1,895 


$1,495 
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BY the time you read this, it may be 
snowing in Chicago and dreams of 
the tropics will be swimming in your 
head. Palm-crowded islands, coral 
reefs and temperatures in the 80s (°F) 
are natural yearnings for any scuba div- 
er or lover of tranquility. The good 
news is that you do not have to travel 
halfway around the world or search out 
the most far-flung islands to live your 
dream. Those picture postcard views 
of tropical paradise, complete with ver- 
dant hills, islands barely developed and 
bathed in turquoise waters and ringed 
by close, fringing reefs, are literally a 
few hours away. 


Hop on a modern TACA Boeing jet 
launched daily from Houston, New 
Orleans or Miami and head for the Bay 
Islands of Honduras. These isles are 
most definitely the stuff of dreams. 

The Bay Islands of Honduras, three 
major islands (Roatan, Guanaja, Utila), 
three smaller islands (Helen, Morat, 
Barbareta) and about 65 keys including 
the Cochinos group, lie 12 to 35 miles off 
the coast of Honduras in Central 
America. This wedge in the western 
Caribbean is the southern part of the 
Great Maya or Great Western Barrier 
reef system, the longest and most prolif- 
ic in the westem hemisphere. 








Second in reach only to the Australian 
Barrier Reef, this system of fringing, 
barrier and atoll reef structures pre- 
sents more than 60 species of stony 
corals and myriad invertebrate and fish 
species. Within this clear water world 
lurk unnamed nudibranchs the size of 
your fingernail, several species and sub- 
species of toadfish barely known, more 
Pillar Coral than anywhere else in the 
Caribbean, rare Black and White 
Crinoids, many miles of shallow, contin- 
uous walls, submerged ancient river 
beds, waterfalls, caverns, wave-notch- 
es and volcanoes and periodic encoun- 
ters with Whale Sharks, the largest (12 


to 60 feet long) fish.in the sea. 

Although thousands of divers have 
visited the Bay Islands during the past 
25 years, it is not a crowded paradise. 


Except in a few areas of Roatan, dive re- 


sorts are infrequent and scattered; 
rarely are the reef sites busy with boats. 
Although creature comforts exist in all 
forms, the emphasis in these beautiful 
isles has been and continues to be on 
nature and tranquility. Even the larger 
dive resorts (a large hotel in the Bay 
Islands is a low rise with 60 to 80 
rooms) tend to emphasize necessities 
like diving, nature, food and peaceful- 
ness rather than luxuries such as room 


service and air-conditioning (some 
guest rooms are air-conditioned). That 
several of these resorts are among the 
most popular dive resorts in the world is 
a fact and a testimonial to their superb 
service and ambiance. However, com- 
pared to most dive island destinations, 
visitor arrivals are still at a trickle. All that 
is changing, however. You might want 
to plan a trip to the Bay Islands before 
the trickle becomes a flow. 

Central America, and Honduras es- 
pecially, is now a preferred destination. 
Attitudes about and within the region 
are changing dramatically. Costa Rica 
has led the way toward natural adven- 


SKIN DIVER OCTOBER 1996 101 








oo \N.AN) fm. 
~ DREAMS 


TOURS & TRAVEL 





ROATAN from $625 
| CoCo View - AKR - Fantasy Island 
Bayman Bay Club - Posada del Sol 


CAYMAN from $375 
Call for Hotel & Condo Values 


FIJI from $777 
Kadavu-Beqa-Matagi-Taveuni 


Sipadan Island $1455 
We’ve been there 7 times, and... 
We will not be undersold 


The best of Cozumel * Belize 
Bonaire * Roatan * Guanaja 
All the Cayman Islands 
Malaysia * Indonesia 
Australia * The Maldives 
Solomon Islands * Vanuatu 


Airfare-Lodging-Diving-Touring 


“We have the knowledge to make your 
Island Dreams come true!” 


kim Ken Jolene Lisa Mina 
Callus TOLL FREE and Save 


1-800-346-6116 


Phone: 713/973-9300 
Fax: 713/973-8585 


E-mail: info@islandream.com 
http://www.islandream.com/island/index.htm 
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ture and ecotourism. Belize is not far 
behind. With new infrastructure, nation- 
al parks and wildlife refuges created ev- 
ery day, now is the time for Honduras. 
This country is a diverse, tropical mas- 
terpiece with an almost unfathomable 
wealth of natural and archaeological as- 
sets. Besides the Bay Islands, there is 
the magnificent ancient Maya site of 
Copan and beautiful places to see such 
as the Cuero y Salado Wildlife Refuge. 
Besides scuba diving, there are river 
trips, white water rafting, horseback rid- 
ing, rain forest treks, hiking, arts and 
crafts and museums and archaeologi- 
cal ruins to explore. 

Another thing that Honduras, Costa 
Rica and Belize share in common is a 
government system devoted to 
democracy. If you still think of Honduras 
as a place of banana republics and revo- 
lutions, you are sadly out of touch with 
the real Central America and missing 
out on one of the greatest travel experi- 
ences on the planet. 

Modernization has come to parts, if 
not most, of the Bay Islands. Roatan 
now boasts one of the most modern 
airports in all of Central America. 
Paved roads have recently come to 
Roatan and Utila (or at least paved sec- 
tions of roads). New initiatives are un- 
derway to improve sewage and protect 
ground water supply. The Bay Islands 
Conservation Association (BICA) has 
become the islands’ major advocate 
for environmentalism. The entire Bay 
Islands is now under at least some 
form of wildlife and environmental pro- 
tection. Important reef studies and 


Caribbean Sea 


Roatan 





coral monitoring are now underway 
in Roatan and Guanaja. Phones and 
fax lines are available at most re- 
sorts. In just a few short years, Utila 
has become a major dive island, 
boasting 16 dive operators and sev- 
eral new resorts. 


GETTING THERE AND ARRIVAL 

Honduras is actually easy to get to 
from the U.S. TACA, American and 
Continental all fly daily from several 
U.S. gateways (Houston, New Orleans 
and Miami are the most popular) into 
San Pedro Sula. (San Pedro Sula, near 
the coast, is the hub and the second 
largest city. Tegucigalpa is the largest 
city and the nation’s capital.) 

TACA of Honduras, the major carri- 
er, flies directly to San Pedro Sula and 
Roatan daily and flies nonstop to 
Roatan via three U.S. gateway cities 
one day each week. It flies Boeing 737 
and 767 jets and the in-flight menus 
and totally bilingual service are what 
you would normally call first class. 
TACA pilots are all IAA trained and cer- 
tified; the all-jet fleet is maintained by 
the most modern facility in all Latin 
America. 

All flights into San Pedro Sula con- 
nect with either Caribbean Air (new and 
island-owned), Islenia or Sosa Airlines 


TACA has modern 767 and 737 aircraft 
and offers convenient flight schedules to 
San Pedro Sula and Roatan, Honduras. 
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Call your travel expert today. 


HONDURA 


More than you ever imagined! 


1-800-410-9608 
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_ 1 week...all food... mg ate 
ei he unlimited diving. 110 ft wall right 
from the beach! Call our toll-free number and 
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CoCo View Resort 


Roatan, Honduras Bay ———— 






Beach house rentals, 
Mayan ruins, 
whitewater rafting, 
jungle trips... 
Exclusively Honduras 
Since 1981 











Your own little dive resort. 
& air conditioned ocean frot 





“Reservations 
(800)282°8932 
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into the Bay Islands, featuring primarily 
twin prop service. In the islands, only 
Roatan handles jet service. 
Immigration and Customs services 
are in San Pedro Sula or Roatan. You 
will need a passport. Each incoming 
flight to the Bay Islands is usually met 
by a representative from each dive re- 
sort. Ground transfers are by van and 
are normally included in one week dive 
packages (by far the most popular 
plan). There is a$12 departure fee 
payable on your return. The currency is 
called the Lempira, after a famous 
Lenca (indigenous group) chief. 
Honduras is generally a very affordable 
destination; at press time one U.S. 
dollar was equivalent to 12 Lempira. 


BACKGROUND AND HISTORY 

The Bay Islands are part of the 
Republic of Honduras but the islands 
and mainland are separated by more 
than the Caribbean Sea. Although 
English is popular in most mainland re- 
sorts, Bay Islanders primarily speak 
English in a sing-song manner similar 
to the Cayman Islands. (Actually, there 
are many Bay Islanders whose ances- 
tors were Caymanians.) Baymen, as 
they are called, are largely descended 
from Scottish-English pirates, sailors 
and seafarers and/or African- 
Caribbean slaves. 

These islands were originally inhabit- 
ed by Paya or Pech Indians, one of 
many native American groups of which 
the famed Maya are by far the best 
known. Today, the only descendants 
of the Paya are found on the Honduran 
mainland. The islands seesawed back 
and forth between Spanish and 
English control over several hundred 
years, finally becoming firmly a part of 
Honduras in 1859. Minor forms of 
tourism came to the Bay Islands in the 
1960s; the first dive resort opened on 
Roatan around 1970. Today, there are 
only alittle more than a dozen major 
dive resorts. 


THE UNDERWATER 
ENVIRONMENT 
The Bay Islands dive environment is 
characterized by close-hugging, nar- 
row but long and continuous fringing 
reefs, with an adjacent drop-off that 
ends as a sand and coral shelf at about 





) A Bleaching i isa biological phe- 
| nomenon that periodically occurs 
| repenout the tropical regions of the 
| . An unprecedented bleaching 
| event occurred at the end of the 1995 
| Summer season throughout the west- 
a ern Caribbean. The Bay Islands of 
ie duras was one of the regions af- 
a fected. Triggered possibly by unsea- 
| sonably high water temperatures, || 
| corals and sections of reefs expel resi- | 
| dent algae from their tissues. When | 
| this occurs, corals appear “bleached” 
| or pale in color. This is an unhealthy 
| condition for corals that may be per- 
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110 feet. In many areas the reef falls, 
often vertically, to a dramatic abyss a 
thousand or more feet deep. In some 
places the reef borders a continental aa ME oar cae eee men 
shelf that is often decorated by tall = | nye at firct f ry wore a 
coral pinnacles a hundred feet or more ai re | ss 2 
from tip to base. These are locally 
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| BAYMAN BAY CLUB 


Guanaja - Bay (slands - Honduras 


the hundreds. Shallow reef gardens, 
prolific with statuesque Pillar and 
Starlet Coral, abound. 

The reef crest is often very shallow 
and will break the surface, creating a 
wisp of foamy sea at the reefline, con- 
tinuous for many miles except for the 
occasional break in front of a bay or 
bight. Here the fringing reef is locally 
referred to as a barrier reef. The ad- 
vantage of this kind of reefline, so 
close to shore and so often vertical 
just to the outside, is twofold. First, 
many dive resort areas can feature 
easy shore diving. Second, many, if 
not most, dive sites are on or neara 
wall, creating a popular saying through- 
out the Bay Islands that “every dive is 
potentially a wall dive. ” 

The topside island environment is 
rugged and hilly, approaching moun- 
tainous (the highest point in the Bay 
Islands is on Guanaja, where hill peaks 
approach 1,400 to 1,500 feet high) and 
this geology continues underwater. 
Bay Island reefs are peaked and 
mountainous. These huge corals cre- 
ate a Grand Canyon ambiance with tall 
pinnacles and spurs bisected with 
deep, craggy overhangs and sand 
channels. In places, usually associated 
with modern bays and ancient river val- 
leys, itis often possible to find drop- 
offs perpendicular to the outside wall 
that tumble a hundred feet or more to 
a coral fissure or sand channel. 

Nearly every species of hard or 
stony coral can be found in the Bay 
Islands. Standout species include the 
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Coral and, in places, fields of golden 
Elkhorn and comparatively rare 
Staghorn Coral. 

Sponges are another highlight. It 
has been said that more species, col- 
ors and types of sponges can be found 
in the Bay Islands than anywhere in the 


with the best service 
with the lowest prices 
with 25 years experience 


BELIZE @ BONAIRE @ CAYMAN 
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COSTA RICA @ COZUMEL 


CURACAO @ DOMINICA 
GUANAJA @ ROATAN @ SABA 
ST. LUCIA @ TURKS & CAICOS 


1-800-328-5285 


5610 Rowland Road #100, Minnetonka, MN 55343 
FAX: (612) 931-0209 www.godiving.com 
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Caribbean. A typical wall site might 
harbor large, bulbous Orange Elephant 
Ear Sponges, long and squat Buff 
Tube Sponges, stringy, colorful Rope 
Sponges, giant Basket and Barrel 
Sponges and delicate cup and vase 
sponges (such as beautiful blue or pur- 
ple Azure Vase Sponges) in symmetri- 
cal and asymmetrical shapes, all side 








by side, creating a rich underwater bou- 
quet. Unusual invertebrates that are 
somewhat site specific include huge 
clumps of white and yellow gorgonians 
(Roatan), Black and White Crinoids 
(Guanaja and Utila) and rare and unusu- 
al nudibranchs and tunicates (Utila and 
the Cochinos Isles). 

The quantity and quality of sponge 
and coral growth on the majority of reef 
structures creates not only decoration 
but also a construction material that 
connects spurs overhead. Many coral 
chutes and fissures are thus formed, 
resulting in caverns and enclosures to 
explore. Some caverns are volcanic in 
derivation and, once inside, removed 
from the light of day, a diver’s light will 
reveal the rolled and pleated look of pil- 
low lava formations—indicating the 
kind of volcanic upheaval that accom- 
panied the island creation process. The 
spiny, craggy look of much of the 
above water and undersea topography 
in the Bay Islands underscores its 
derivation from the submarine moun- 
tain ridge extending from the Sierra de 
Omoa mountain ridge in northwestern 
Honduras. 

Both coral and pelagic fishes, soli- 
tary and in schools, are well represent- 


ed throughout the Bay Islands. The 
close reefs and continuous walls pro- 
vide habitat for a mixture of marine life. 
Common are schools of Creole 
Wrasse, Brown and Blue Chromis, 
Blue Tangs, many Hamlets, angelfish, 
parrotfish, snappers, grunts, hinds and 
groupers. At the edge of the drop-off 
you can expect turtles, Eagle Rays, 
Barracuda and pelagic species such as 
jacks, mackerel, Wahoo and Kingfish. 
An indigenous toadfish, octopus and 
huge coral crabs are often sighted at 
night. There is a corridor and a known 
triangle between points at Cochinos, 
Utila and Roatan that produces regular 
sightings of Whale Sharks. Probably 
the Caribbean record for Whale Shark 
frequency occurred off Utila, where 
seven separate sightings were once 
recorded in a single day. 


BAY ISLANDS DIVING 

Most dive operators are affiliated 
with or operated by dive resorts. 
However, there is a recent trend of de- 
velopment with independent operators 
in nearby villages or resort areas. This 
is most easily found in East Harbor 
Town on Utila and in West End Village, 
Roatan. Some resorts feature shore 


diving; however, shore diving is not a 
general activity. Most diving, even near 
shore, is boat diving, as ironshore or 
large rocks often form the shoreline. 
Also, the reefline, so close to the sur- 
face, is difficult to cross over from 
shore. 

Boats generally access the reef in 
front of bights or bays or through occa- 
sional channels in the reef and then 
motor along to a selected reef site. 
Boat trips are generally short but all day 
picnic dives are also popular to reach 
special sites. Most dive sites through- 
out the Bay Islands are moored and 
buoyed in the popular style for dive-de- 
veloped islands. There are currently 
from 40 to 60 moorings installed off 
each of the major islands, plus the 
Cochinos Isles. 

Each resort has from one to six cus- 
tom dive boats, usually in the mid-size 
range. Acommon dive boat, popular in 
Roatan, is an island made, custom, 
wood hulled vessel, 38 to 42 feet long. 
Tank racks, storage, canvas tops, plat- 
form, ladder(s), safety and communica- 
tions gear are standard. Many resorts 
and operators offer three or even four 
single tank boat dives each day, a mini- 
mum of one or two boat night dives per 


DIVE HONDURAS ON THE WIND DANCER LIVEABOARD 
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week, one all day picnic boat trip per 
week and unlimited shore diving. Many 
divers make 20 or more dives ina 
week. There is an hyperbaric chamber 
in Sandy Bay Village on Roatan. Dive 
operators are uniformly protectionists 
and are environmentally educated and 
responsible. 


ROATAN 

The long and narrow island of Roatan 
(30 miles long and sometimes less 
than a mile wide) is the largest, most 
populated and most visitor-popular 
destination in the Bay Islands. Although 
developed to a greater extent than the 
other islands, it is still mostly wilder- 
ness and small villages. There are no 
chain hotels or high rise structures in 
any of the Bay Islands and government 
and developers, for the time being, in- 
tend to keep it that way. Although there 
are about 18,000 people on the island, 
they are scattered in small towns or vil- 
lages along both coasts. Most are fish- 





ermen, farmers or employed in the 
tourist industry. The major villages are 
Coxen Hole, the capital and airport; the 
commercial fishing towns of French 
Harbor and Oak Ridge; and the local vil- 
lage of Flowers Bay—all on the south 
side. The villages of West End and 
Sandy Bay, local and tourist communi- 
ties and Punta Gorda, a Black Carib 
(Garifuna) community, are on the north 
coast. 

A good, if occasionally winding and 
hilly, paved road now links West End 
Village at the northwest side of the is- 
land to Coxen Hole, French Harbour 
and nearly to Oak Ridge on the south- 
east coast. Taxis or vans are generally 
available and there are three car rental 
companies on the island. Arts and 
crafts shops, restaurants, bars and 
banks are at resorts and in towns. 

There are several major dive resorts 
on Roatan. Fantasy Island Beach 
Resort, Dive and Marina is a guest 
room style luxury resort and marina on 
a 15 acre private island near French 
Harbour (south coast). Anthony's Key 
is a bungalow style resort complex on a 
tropical islet and verdant hillside in 
Sandy Bay (north coast). CoCo View 
Resort is a self-contained cottage, bun- 


galow and cabana community ona 
small sandy islet and lagoon (south 
coast). Next to Oak Ridge is the Reef 
House, a traditional island cottage 
perched on the edge of a coastal reef 
flat south coasw. In the village of Punta 
Gorda is Ben’s Resort, Restaurant and 
Dive Shop, a small stilt house grouping 
at the edge of the sea (north coast). 
Sunset Inn/Ocean Divers is a Spanish 
style resort, including guest rooms, 
restaurant and dock, in West End 
(north coast). Bay Islands Beach 
Resort is an attractive oceanfront 
guesthouse retreat in Sandy Bay 
(north coast). 

An excellent diving environment ex- 
ists along both southern and northern 
coasts and at the western tip of the is- 
land. Along the northern coast is a bar- 
rier type reef leading to the scenic 
Tabyana Beach, one of the prettiest 
beaches in the Bay Islands. Here, at 
West End Wall, is a series of excellent 
drop-off sites. North coast dive sites in- 
clude Peter’s Place, Half-Moon Bay 
Wall and Mandy’s Eel Garden, featur- 
ing drop-offs with associated canyons, 
pinnacles and swim-throughs. 

Along the south coast is a fringing 
reef marked with small cays, bays and 


Escape to your own private dive resort! 
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At the Bay Islands Beach 
Resort on Roatan, Ted and CamO’ Brien 
have created the perfect balance 
between a highly professional full- 
service dive operation and a laid-back, 
intimate bed-and-breakfast style dive 
resort. With only 24 - 38 guests each 
week, it is easy for them to adjust sched- 


ules, meals, and activities to their guests’ 


desires. The resort’s highly 
successful “Rent The Entire Resort” 
plan allows dive clubs and shops, group 
leaders and scuba instructors use of the 
resort’s facilities and staff. An ideal 
place to take groups! 

Bay Islands Beach Resort is 44 
acres of panoramic waterfront and 
hillside within the Marine Reserve. 
A two-story Spanish-style plantation 
house and beach villas sit amidst 
beautifully landscaped property with 
fruit and nut trees, flowers, and 
towering coconut palms. Just off the 
beach is the famous Spooky Channel, 
one of the best shore (and boat) dives 
on the island. 


circle #161 on Reader Service Card 


Swim through an eerie crack in 
the reef which opens onto the breath- 
taking wall. Or snorkel along the 
pristine reef and view the spectacular 
display of fishes and corals. 

Eight-day packages include 
seven nights’ air-conditioned 
accommodations, 16 boat dives (two in 
the morning, one in the afternoon, one 
night dive), unlimited shore dives and 
three delicious meals a day. Festivities 
featured are the Tabiyana Beach picnic 
trip, Land Crab Safari, the traditional 
lobster buffet and Limbo and Punta 
Party with music and dancing 
on the beach. 


BOOK IT! Group leaders call for 
“Rent The Entire Resort” details. 
An individual seven-night package 
is $725 pp/do; non-divers, $650 pp/do. 
Call you local dive shop or 
Bay Islands Beach Resort toll-free 
at (800) 4 ROATAN or (561) 624-5774, 
fax (561) 624-7751. 














harbors. Popular sites include Insidious 
Reef, Valley of the Kings and Calvin’s 
Crack, huge coral pinnacles laced with 
sponges and gorgonians. 


GUANAJA 

Each of the major Bay Islands has its 
own distinctive personality. Guanaja is 
a very beautiful and interesting island 
and quite different both underwater 
and topside from Roatan, yet it is only 
15 miles away. Guanaja is the tallest of 
the Bay Islands and least developed. It 
is also the farthest from the mainland. 
Its 6,000 residents still prefer boat 
transportation; there are no roads or 
land vehicles on the island. The capital 
is Bonacca, a man-made islet 600 
yards off the south shore. There are 
only two other villages on the coast. 
Guanaja also has the only river in the 
Bay Islands and the islands’ only water- 
fall. A canal, running alongside the 
airstrip, bisects the island, connecting 
both coasts to boat traffic. 

Guanaja has several mid-sized dive 
resorts. The Bayman Bay Club is a 
lovely jungle lodge with cottages im- 
mersed in. greenery at the edge of a hill- 
side and sand fringed lagoon (north 
coast). Posada del Sol (Inn of the Sun) 
is ahandsome Spanish villa of uncom- 
mon charm and considerable tropical 
elegance (south coast). 

The northern coast features a nearly 
continuous fringing reef with drop-offs 
that occasionally begin in 20 to 30 feet 
of water. North coast sites include the 
Bayman Drop, a shallow coral-lined 
wall, Bayman Pinnacle, a coral tower 
decorated with sponges and deepwa- 
ter fans, and Black Rock, a series of 
volcanic caverns. 

The southern fringing reef is marked 
by a string of palm-crowded offshore 
islets. Significant dive sites include 
Jim’s Silverlode, a coral amphitheater 
and a swim-through that leads to the 
outside wall. The wreck of the Jado 
Trader, an island freighter sunk in 90 
feet of water, is the Bay Island's pre- 
mier shipwreck dive. Vertigo, another 
popular site, features spectacular 
rolling hills of coral often capped with 
rare Black and White Crinoids. 


UTILA 
Utila has become a major diving is- 
land in a few short years. This is the 
smallest of the big three islands, the 
flattest and the closest (19 miles) to 
the mainland. An oblong shaped island, 
it has a prominent north and south fac- 





ing coast, a shallow islet and coral dot- 
ted western end and a notable east 
end. The underwater distinction is 
that the southern and western sec- 
tors lie on the shelf that extends from 
the mainland, while the northern and 
eastern sectors face the abyss. 
Moored dive sites now extend 
around the island. 

The southern fringing reefs face the 
drop-off that extends to a sand and 
coral shelf at about 110 feet. Highlights 
here include coral gardens with scads 
of Bluebell Tunicates, rare Orange- 


lipped Bulb Tunicates and Black Coral 
trees that sometimes start in only 20 
feet of water. Visibility is somewhat 
less than the outer islands and aver- 
ages about 60 feet. 

The northern reefs are mostly wall 
sites facing 1,000 feet of water. Here, 
the highlights are coral pinnacles and 
mountains of tumbling lettuce corals. 

A special attraction off Utila is the op- 
portunity to swim with a Whale Shark. 
Fifty or more encounters are recorded 
each year. 

There is now considerable dive in- 


For this special contact: Bahia Tours 
6840 S.W. 40th St. #208 » Miami, Flori da. 
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Bay Islands 


frastructure that includes several new 
and excellent resorts, all in or just west 
of the island town of East Harbour. The 
Utila Lodge, the first real dive resort on 
Utila, is a seaside lodge that has been 
in operation for several years. The new 
Laguna Beach Resort is an attractive 
grouping of bungalows and a main- 
house ona private sand and palm 
peninsula. Also new is the Utila Reef 
Resort, a self-contained divers’ par- 
adise on a narrow strip of land between 
a mangrove lagoon and the sea. 
Although new, these resorts are all at- 
tended by on-site and very experi- 
enced Utila dive operators. 


LIVE-ABOARD BOATS 

The Bay Islands proudly welcome 
two of the best live-aboard dive boats 
in the business. Peter Hughes’ Wind 
Dancer and the Aggressor Fleet's Bay 
Islands Aggressor both operate out of 
Roatan. Both of these world-class dive 
vessels are exceptional in crew, ap- 
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REEF HOUSE RESORT - 
On the island of Roatan, 

Bay Islands Honduras, 
complete dive facility offering 
outstanding diving along 





— RESORT 
Roatan Bay Islands 


Sey ZF vO, Box 40331 
.O. Box 
Sleef Grou se San Antonio, TX 78229 


800-328-8897 
Fax: 210-733-7889 
On Roatan: (504) 45-2142 or (504) 45-2297 
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ROATAN and COPAN 


A Fantastic Tour Package Offering the Best of Two Worlds - __ 
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the world’s second largest barrier reef. Tao 
eng COPAN RUINS TOUR - Visit the site of the 





pointment, service and itinerary. The 
sleek 110 foot Bay Islands Aggressor 
is berthed at Romeo's Restaurant in 
French Harbour. The handsome 120 
foot Wind Dancer is headquartered in 
Coxen Hole. These quality vessels of- 
fer excellent support for serious divers 
and, especially, underwater photogra- 
phers and videographers. 

These live-aboards typically visit the 
very best sites around Roatan and con- 
tinue with a flexible schedule that might 
include any combination of sites 
around Barbareta, Guanaja, Utila or the 
Cochinos Isles. The emphasis is al- 
ways on discovery; a specialty is visit- 
ing several coral pinnacles and isolated 
reefs that dot the undersea topography 
around the islands. The Cochinos Isles 
are often a highlight where scores of 
rare invertebrates, tunicates and nudi- 
branchs can be found for exceptional 
macro photography. 


ADDITIONAL ATTRACTIONS 

The selection of alternative attrac- 
tions in the islands is considerable. 
Most are in keeping with the natural 
look and feel that is prominent through- 
out the Bay Islands. 

Roatan: Special consideration 





Pre-Columbian Mayan civilization, 


a beautiful trip to the 
highlands of Honduras, 
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should be given to the Roatan Institute 
of Marine Sciences in Sandy Bay next 
to Anthony's Key Resort. Activities 
here include education and reef moni- 
toring but the special attraction for visit- 
ing divers is the Dolphin Dive Program. 

A Dolphin Snorkel Program is of- 
fered six days a week, several times a 
day; a Dolphin Dive Program allows a 
small group of divers to interact and ob- 
serve natural dolphin behavior in the 
open water on a nearby reef. Reser- 
vations for both of these extraordinary 
activities must be made in advance. 

In the same complex with RIMS is 
the small but excellent Roatan 
Museum, featuring professional dis- 
plays of the island's cultural and eco- 
logical heritage. Carambola Botanical 
Gardens, also in Sandy Bay, features a 
nature trail that includes exotic island 
flora and a spectacular hilltop view of 
coastal Roatan. New on the island is 
Sea Blades, a sea kayak school and 
tour operation in West End. Tours in- 
clude half day, full day, two day and 
even a week long tour. 

Guanaja and Utila: The above water 
emphasis on island picnics and discov- 
ery tours, treks and visits is conducted 
with or without a guide. 


TRAVEL TIPS 

There is little downside to this island 
paradise. Food and water are safe at 
resorts but you might be careful else- 
where. With common sense em- 
ployed, crime is not a problem in these 
islands. In sand areas, particularly on 
the coast, those “flying teeth” known 


Call about our specials in 
Bay Islands and Belize 
ULTIMATE 


DIVE TRAVEL 


A Full Service Dive 
Travel Company 
specializing in the 
Caribbean and Fiji 


800-737-DIVE (3483) 


Ph: 630-616-9926 Fax: 630-616-0727 
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as sand gnats can be a nuisance— 
bring insect repellent. As with most 
tropical areas, malaria is neither com- 
mon nor eradicated; consult your doc- 
tor as to whether you should take a 
preventative. The most common mala- 
dy is sunburn. There is a rainy season 
(October through December). Air and 
water temperatures are tropical; a dive 
skin or thin wetsuit is normally needed 
year-round. 


THE HONDURAN MAINLAND 
EXPERIENCE 

Honduras is a country on the verge 
of discovery. Although tourism infras- 
tructure is site specific, almost every- 
where you travel in this beautiful coun- 
try the buzzwords “ecotourism” and 
“sustainable development” can be 
heard. Travelers are now beginning to 
realize that Honduras (and indeed all of 
Central America) is a treasure trove of 
tropical nature with an incredible vari- 
ety of scenery. You can find rolling 
pine forests, white washed colonial vil- 
lages, lush rain and cloud forests, 
serene volcanic lakes, spectacular wa- 
terfalls, stunning palm lined beaches, 
tumultuous white water rivers and 
placid, slow moving jungle rivers. You 
can launch these experiences on the 
way to or from the Bay Islands. Costs, 
times and distances allow for easy ac- 
cess to the mainland. Most of these 
experiences are easily reached in sin- 
gle or group tours from the primary 
cities or towns of San Pedro Sula, 
Tegucigalpa or La Ceiba. 

The number one mainland experi- 
ence for most visitors to Honduras is 
the ancient Maya city of Copan. A 
three-hour drive from San Pedro Sula 
is the village of Copan Ruinas. Less 
than a mile away is the entrance to the 
principal site. Copan is a Maya master- 
piece—a Classic Period (A.D. 200 to 
900) site that is resplendent in Maya 
art and architecture. Copan is known 
for its incredibly detailed monuments 
and architectural sculpture, including 
the hieroglyphic stairway—a 2,500 
glyph historical account of Copan and 
the deeds of its famous kings. 

New this year (officially opened 
August 3, 1996) is the magnificent 
Copan Sculptural Museum, next to the 
site. You enter the huge complex from 
underground, winding through a cav- 
ern that represents both the archaeo- 
logical tunnels that exit below external 
temples at the site and the throat of 
the mythological serpent, which an- 


FANTASY SPECIAL 
$675.00 


eG nights A/C accommodations, 

unlimited diving on both 
North & South Coast of Roatan, 
all meals & welcome cocktail, 
and airport transfers. 
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mountains and white sand beaches fringed with 

C palms, where orchids grow wild and freshwater 
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Laguna Beach Resort is the newest and most 
_ luxurious dive resort on Utila. Perched at the 


water's edge, bungalows feature private decks, 

_ hot water and air conditioning. 

_ Our full service dive operation, offers three 

dives daily, night dives, and untimited beach 

_ diving on a spectacular fringing coral reef. 

Fishing, volleyball, island tours, hiking. 

_ swimming, snorkeling or kayaking offer plenty 
os , of activities for your vacation whims. 
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(800) 66-UTILA 


PHONE : (318) 893-0013 ¢ FAX : (318) 893-5024 « LOCAL PHONE/FAX : 011 (504) 45-3239 
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“A cultural dive experience” 
A unique 4 cabin resort, dive operation 


and restaurant in the heart of a native Garifuna 
RESORT village. Located on and dedicated Ex plore the 
to diving Roatan’s North coast reefs— 9 
some of the wildest and most Wi ld. WWI t | 
ine pristine diving left in the Caribbean. or & OS 
Roat ae CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 
7p 1-800-484-1177 ext 0224 Intriguing 
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Bay Islands Roatan : O11-504-45-1916 
“i J 
THE BEST OF THE WEST END mys aay in. 
OCEAN DIVERS & THE SUNSET INN 
Beach Front Resort in West End. Dive the Marine 
Reserve or explore the Bay Islands remote 
seamounts PADI, NAUI & CMAS COURSES. 


CALL FOR INFO/RESERVATIONS 
011-504-45-1005 o 


E-mail: oceandivers@globalnet.hn 
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cient Copanecs envisioned as a path 
of communication between gods and 
ancestors. The museum houses many 
restored architectural facades, struc- 
tures and individual pieces, many nev- 
er seen by the public. The master- 
piece is without doubt the full scale 
replica of the Rosalila Temple, deco- 
rated in sculpted stucco and paint rep- 
resenting the peak artistic achieve- 
ment of Maya culture. This spacious 
and very original museum is now one 
of the highlights of a visit to El Mundo 
Maya (The Maya World). 

Honduras, in the middle of Central 
America, is a country about the size of 
Tennessee, with a narrow Pacific Gulf 
and a wide Caribbean coast. “Always 
the mountains” is a popular descrip- 
tion of its mostly rural and wilderness 
interior. Numerous nature reserves, 
wildlife refuges and conservation ar- 
eas now abound throughout the coun- 
try, although visitor infrastructure is 
mostly rustic and rudimentary. 

One such site, only 14 miles from La 
Ceiba, is the serene Cuero y Salado 
Wildlife Refuge. Here, at the conver- 
gence of two majestic jungle rivers, is 
an unlimited scenic panorama of rain 
forest and mangroves. This is also 
Central America’s largest Manatee 
sanctuary. The waterways are ac- 
cessed in small boats, with a guide, 
where you can cruise the rivers look- 
ing for howler monkeys, parrots, tou- 
cans and a variety of jungle life. 

Also close to La Ceiba, at the base 
of the beautiful Pico Bonito National 
Park, is the Rio Cangrejal, a paradise 
for nature lovers and white water afi- 
cionados. Whitewater rafting tours are 
launched daily, possibly the most ex- 
citing alternative activity easily avail- 
able to Bay Islands divers (often ar- 
ranged as a day trip from the island). 
Also close to La Ceiba are several 
scenic waterfalls and a visit to a 
Garifuna or Black Carib village. 

Shoppers will find arts and crafts 
throughout Honduras ranging from 
souvenirs to real masterpieces. 
Especially desirable are wood carv- 
ings, a true signature of the country. 
Mainland hospitality includes luxury 
hotels in major towns and cities with 
lodges, beach resorts and cottages in 
rural or wilderness settings. = 














BELIZE AGGRESSOR lil 
(Continued from Page 98) 


As you're returning to the boat, look for 
Garden Eels, Peacock Flounders and 
Southern Stingrays in the shallows. 

Northern Lighthouse Reef is Hon- 
ey’s territory. Also known as Pita, this 
wild Bottlenose Dolphin loves boats and 
people. Snorkeling with her is great fun. 
Recently, Honey has been seen with an- 
other dolphin. While that’s great for 
Honey, divers have been seeing less of 
her. There’s stilla chance, however, that 
she'll brighten your day with an appear- 
ance. 

Lighthouse Reef’s Great Blue Hole, 
the largest blue hole in the world, is a 
carefully planned, guided dive to 130 
feet. Divers enjoy this eerie, otherworldly 
site, which features huge stalactites. 


TRAVEL MISCELLANY 

Travel to Belize is simple. TACA flies 
767 and 737 jets nonstop to Belize City 
daily from Miami, New Orleans and 
Houston, with immediate connections 
from Los Angeles and San Francisco. 
U.S. citizens will need a passport to enter 
the country. 

Aggressor Fleet crew members pick 
guests up at the airport and transport 
them to the Belize Aggressor Ill, which is 
docked at the Radisson Fort George 
Hotel. Guests board the boat Saturday 
afternoon, returning to Belize City Friday 
afternoon. The last night (Friday) of the 
trip guests have dinner at the newly reno- 
vated Radisson. 

Belize offers great diving and the Belize 
Aggressor Ill is a wonderful way to sam- 
ple it. Book now, before there’s no space 
left for you! For more information, contact 
the Aggressor Fleet, Ltd., P.O. Drawer kK, 
Morgan City, LA 70381, (800) 348-2628; 
(504) 385-2628 or fax (504) 384-0817. 
You can e-mail divboat@aol.com; 
103261.1275@compuserve.com or visit 
the Web Site at http://www.aggressor. 
COM, = 


BRAC REEF 


BEACH RESORT 
(Continued from Page 93) 


and Snapper Reef. The key features of 
these sites are the massive 10 to 20 foot 
high Boulder Star Coral formations scat- 
tered across the bottom like large 
haystacks. From them the bottom slopes 
to 50 to 60 feet, ending at the wall. 
Between these two zones, long narrow 
stretches harbor Eagle Rays searching 
for small crustaceans in the sand. Reefs 
with similar bottom topography and coral 
formations include Charlie’s, Duppy’s, 
School House and Buccaneer. 


VISITING/DIVING THE BRAC 

Cayman Airways, the Cayman Islands’ 
official flag carrier, flies to Cayman Brac 
several times weekly. Flights on 737 jets, 
originating in Miami, Tampa, Orlando, 
Atlanta and Houston, are direct to Grand 
Cayman with a short stop before they 
continue onto Cayman Brac. Flight time 
from Miami to Grand Cayman is one hour 
and ten minutes; the hop to the Brac is 
another 20 minutes—hardly long enough 
to settle into your seat! 

For accommodations and diving, the 
Brac Reef Beach Resort is as good as it 
gets. Nestled among a landscape brim- 


* Or your money back as reviewed and 
approved by PADI International 


nt cen 


ming with coconut palms and seagrape 
trees, the Brac Reef Beach Resort fea- 
tures 40 modern, air-conditioned guest- 
rooms overlooking a large sundeck with 
a swimming pool and six person spa. In 
addition to a choice of floorplans offering 
a single king or two queen sized beds, 
each room has a ceiling fan, tile or carpet- 
ed floors, color TV providing CNN, HBO 
and a few stateside channels, and large 
private bath. Ground level rooms have ac- 
cess to private porches; half of the sec- 
ond floor units feature a small balcony. 
Outside, wooden walkways connect 
guest lodgings to several points on the 


is a division of 


Chain of Full Service Professional Dive Stores 


Dive Retail Franchises Available S< 
- Conversions Welcomed : 


000-352-7234 


OVERSEAS (561) 468-4809 ¢ FAX: (561) 466-3444 


1717 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34950 ¢ Cursos en Espanol 
Licensed by the Florida State Board of Post Secondary Schools ¢ License #908 & #1731 


NOW 2 Locations! Key Largo and Ft. Pierce 
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BRAC REEF 
BONAIRE, DUTCH CARIBBEAN BEACH RESORT 


The best of both worids. resort grounds—the pool area and Coral 


Garden Dining Room, with patio and 


The Great Adventures dive vaca- bar, which serves buffetstyle meals in 


tion offers something most dive air-conditioned comfort. The nightly din- 
packages don’t — lots of things to ner selection includes both Caymanian 
keep your non-diving companion and Continental cuisine. The walkway 
busy while you're busy diving! extends to the resort’s two story, beach- 


Snorkeling off our white 
sand beach 


side pier (a great place to enjoy the 
soothing sea breezes and view) and 


Wd ay: ; Reef Divers. 
Swimming * Tennis Built to match its sister operation on 
Bicycling * Fishing Little Cayman, Reef Divers is fully 
Dining or lounging at one of equipped to cater to every need, from re- 
our three restaurants and bars quests for rental equipment to quick 


equipment repairs. The facility is also a 


And, at the spa — fitness classes, retail center, stocked with everything 


hikes and bikes, massage, body from sundries and T-shirts to mask, fins, 

treatments and more. snorkels and accessories. There is even 

Two boats leave daily (plus night a photo center with a full complement of 

dives) with PADI and NAUI film, batteries, rental Nikonos V cameras 

Great eG trained instructors. Call today (with 35 to 15mm lenses and strobes) 
for dive package details. and two 8mm U/W video systems. Reet 

Adventu res Divers can also provide anything from re- 
7 Night Package sort to advanced open water instruction, 


including several specialty ratings up to 
divemaster. The instructors are affiliated 
with either PADI, NAUI or SSI. 


At HARBOUR VILLAGE $935 4/14 thru 12/14/96 


Rates are per person, double occupancy. 





Toll Free: 800-868-7477 Phone: (305) 567-0349 Fax: (305) 567-9659 


http://www.interknowledge.com/bonaire/harbour-village.html or e-mail: harbourvil @aol.com 
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“Send your search ‘team 
after our SSS-100K Side 

can Sonar, a ur job. 
will be done at half the 


2 -Jack Fisher, President 
JW. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 


“And with greater 
< accuracy! The 
P SSS-100K is the only 
© low cost side scan that 
~. comes with a built-in 
7' thermal printer 
as standard 

Ps ipment plus a 
full set of operator 
controls. Complete 
with fish and 


it a 
ded EH Ags dis 





‘ sie dic" 


ADVENTURE 
Is ALWAYS 
ON THE LINE. 































The comfortable lodgings at Brac Reef 
Beach Resort are nestled among coconut 
palm trees and face the soothing blue sea. 


After checking in with the dive center, 
each guest is provided anumbered 
mesh bag for dive equipment. Simply 
stuff it with your gear, place it outside 
your room door and one of the staff 
members will cart it to the shop’s gear 
storage room. From that point on it is au- 
tomatically transported to and from the 
boat. 

When it comes to dive boats, Reef 
Divers has an impressive modern fleet. It 
includes one Pro 42 jet boat, called the 


Surface Air, and 
Tank-Fill Compressors 


1-800-327-0412 


940. N.W. Ist Street ¢ Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33311 
Web site http://www.browniedive.com/dive 
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Manta, and two Newton 42 Dive Specials 
named Little Sister and Twin Sister. 

The Newton 42 Dive Specials, measur- 
ing 42 by 16 feet, have twin 3116 Cater- 
pillar diesels, providing a quick cruising 
speed of 25 mph (even with a full load of 
guests—12 to 17—and dive gear). The 
aft deck is well designed to be roomy and 
user friendly. Tank storage is provided in 
the aluminum seat/rail assemblies along 
the sides, while access to the water is via 
a wide, stepdown dive platform with dual 
ladders. There are two freshwater show- 
ers for rinsing after the dive. Other ameni- 
ties include a two tier, carpeted camera 
table, head, dry storage area, cold drink- 
ing water and a cooler stacked with a va- 
riety of snacks. The only thing missing is a 
rinse tank for dunking photographic gear 
between dives. 

Reef Divers’ staff members cater to 
their guests. After the dive briefing, a 
crewmember brings your tank down to 
the swim platform, you climb in and go. 
Following the dive, the tanks are 
changed by one of the crew and placed 
in their respective racks. Once the staff 
members have seen your initial gear set- 
up, they take over that task for the re- 
mainder of your visit. However, if you 
need to make last minute adjustments or 
double check gear before entering the 
water, you won't insult anyone. 

Morning dives leave promptly at 8:30 
for the two tank trips—customarily a 
wall site followed by a shallow reef. The 
afternoon schedule, slated as a single 
shallow dive in the 15 to 50 foot range, 
normally departs at 2:30. Night dives, 
usually scheduled the same day as the 
Little Cayman/Bloody Bay Wall out- 
ing, leave the dock at 7:30, following 
dinner. The Little Cayman dives are 
three tank trips, offered two to three 
times a week (with lunch at Little 
Cayman Beach Resort). 

Experienced buddy teams with com- 
puters are basically permitted to dive as 
they wish, as long as they stay within the 
guidelines set by the Cayman Islands 
Watersports Operators Association— 
110 feet maximum depth, no decom- 
pression dives with a 500 psi reserve at 
the end of the dive. 

Don’t have a dive computer? No prob- 
lem! Among its wealth of rental equip- 
ment, Reef Divers includes Sea Quest’s 
top of the line, multi-level, Solution com- 
outers. The rental fee is $7.50 a day; rent 
for five days and get your sixth day free. 
Reef Divers and Brac Reef Beach Resort 
offer a wide assortment of scuba pack- 
ages, including all-inclusive arrange- 
ments accommodating almost every- 
one’s taste and budget. 

For more information or reservations, 
call Brac Reef Beach Resort’s U.S. office 
at (800) 327-3835 or direct at (809) 948- 
1323, fax (809) 948-1207. = 


Spo 
ody! 


Graduates 
100%* Placed 


Home Study or Full Residence ¢ Full or Part Time Placement 
Gold Instructor * Divemaster ¢ Resort ¢ Store * Business Programs 


100% TUITION FINANCING Approved for Veterans Training 
Approved applicants 1-800-331-4255 Nationally 
Bob Brayman s 305-743-5929 In Florida 


FAX 305-743-8168 


we | INTERNATIONAL DIVING 1994 Overseas Hwy. 
at Faro Blanco Resort & Hall's Diving Center * Marathon, Florida Keys 33050 


* 100% 1992-93 FETPIP; 1993-94 100% placed 6 out of 8 types of Instructor courses. 97% placed on an average of all institute programs including Divemaster and Repair Tech. As a result 
of a vocational program review, locally collected vocational student follow-up data have been used to compile this information. The methods used to collect this information are specified by 
state laws and rules. These data are available for inspection upon request. Licensed by State Board of Independent Postsecondary, Vocational, Technical, Trade and Business Schools Lic# 94 


Florida Keys at Its Best! 


IG@e AMERICA'S MOST BEAUTIFUL REEF 
HALLS 


AND WRECK DIVING awaits you! 
XIE ZINC 


otay ina moderate cottage or aluxurious 
Suite while diving the magical sunswept 
CT Kes ING TA Ke ER. 
& CAREER INSTITUTE 


Florida Keys. Explore the National Marine | 
Sanctuary in such famous places as 


ea ny ___ Sombrero, Looe Key and the 189' long 
Special Dive, Airfill and Lodging «Thungerholt" wreck to name just a few. 


Packages (3, 5 & 7 Night) 
1-800-331-HALL (4255) 


As $ 00 Per 's . 
00 305-743-5929 in Florida 
Low: 67 Person FAX 305-743-8168 


Hall's Diving ° 1994 Overseas Hwy ° Marathon, FI. Keys 33050 








WINSTON McDERMOT’S AFFORDABLE 















: ‘ LITTLE CAYMAN 
7-nts. acc. in luxury room; 
a > Ry = 6-days of 2-tank boat dives; Shore nite 
(e) ®@ dives & unlimited air for shore dives. 
7) L ALL INCLUSIVE ! All the above 
S m +3 meals per day and tax & transfers. 
Slip into the Florida Keys = BRAC CARIBBEAN is now Cayman Bracs newest & finest 
Pht x most comfortable and cozy B full service luxury dive resort with dive-shop, dive-dock, bar, restaurant 
1 4: 7G Y | dedicated dive resort. & pool. Our new location. Call us for absolutely the very best 
(eis b { | ° a B accommodations & prices in condos, villas, hotels and private homes 
ny | ry | Ke y 5 O n t e ay on all three islands. No one knows these islands as we do! 19 years 
i | me experience and we’re Caymanian owned and operated 
ate OF IN OLE O ON AVIASY LOWY rog rere 
& ~ $1095.” LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER 
prs * Restrictions apply * Former luxury 90° mega base 
4 Very exclusive with 10 passengers max in 5 private cabins 
Ca I 1-200-226-O 15 eachwith its own private headite shower. 24 hours of 


305-451-1622 
http://Florida-Keys.fl.us/kellys.htm 
e-mail: Kellysmo@aol.com 


unstructured diving. Our small ad saves you BIG! 


BRAC AQUATIC 


0. Box 273781 





S ep. 
Tampa, FL 33688 » 800-544-2722, 813-962-2236 
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Commercial Diving 
is a rewarding career. 


Start yours today at 
DIVERS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY. 


For more than a quarter of a century we have provided a 
comprehensive training program: U/W welding & burning, 
Haz-Mat, NDT inspection, U/W TV, photo & ROV, hot water 
systems, hydraulic tools and rigging. 


CALL TODAY FOR YOUR CAREER PACKAGE 


5 1-800-634-8377 Fg 


In Seattle, WA : (206) 783-5542 


SAVE YOUR COPIES OF skin diver 


Here's the perfect way to keep your favorite issues of SKIN DIVER! These 
durable, custom-made cases and binders, in light blue with attractive gold lettering, will provide 
maximum protection and easy access. The binders feature a special 4-1/2" wide 
spring mechanism to hold individual rods that CHARGE ORDERS: Call TOLL FREE 
quickly snap in place. 7 days, 24 hours 
CASE(s): 1-$8.95 3-$24.95 6-$45.95 1-800-825-6690 
BINDER(s): 1-$11.25 3-$31.85 6-$60.75 $15 minimum 

(American Express, Master Card, Visa, Diners Club) 
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Shin dint, 


Add $1.50 per case/binder for postage and handling. 
Outside Continental U.S. add $3.50 per case/binder (U.S. funds only). PA residents add 7% sales tax. 


MAIL ORDERS: Make checks or money orders (in U.S. funds) payable to 
Jesse Jones Industries and send to: 
Skin Diver, Jesse Jones Industries, Dept. 95 PET-SD 
499 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134 
Please print clearly and provide your return address with ZIP CODE 
(no P.O. boxes please). Allow 4 - 6 weeks for delivery. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 





Suddenly two big eyes... — 


..-@ big mouth, and a snap of my camera. 
Thank you Mr. Grouper. | see that you're impressed 
and soam I. A fully automatic dive camera that takes 
great pictures to 164 feet and costs only $199* 
Smile. | can see your curious face through the big 
sportsfinder...Snap. That's all it takes! 


“Suggested retail price. At your dive or photo dealer. 





WS eal ile 


REEFMASTER 


Automatic Dive Camera 


For further information contact: 
216 Haddon Ave. * Westmont, NJ 08108 -2829 ¢ U.S.A. 
pioneer (609) 354-2424 « (800) 257-7742 
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SUNSET BEACH RESORT 
(Continued from Page 85) 


is currently a major renovation underway. 
At present, 24 of the rooms closest to the 
beach and dive shop have been com- 
pletely gutted and redone, the other 124 
are expected to be finished in the near fu- 
ture. David Hickey, the Sunset Beach 
Hotel’s operations manager, pointed out 
all the special features of the remodeled 
rooms, from the ceramic tile floors and 
new bathroom fixtures to the new air- 
conditioning unit, 27 inch TV, rattan furni- 
ture, vertical blinds, huge walk-in closet 
and mini refrigerator. 





The 38 foot Sea Explorer returns to the 
Sunset Beach Hotel dock after an 
afternoon dive trip to Klein Bonaire. 


Hugo has many more improvements 
and additions planned for the future. By 
the time you read this, what was a casino 
many years in the past will have been 
transformed into a conference room that 
will hold up to 200 people, allowing the 
Sunset Beach to host mini-seminars and 
conferences. You'll have to wait for a fu- 
ture article to read about the rest of 
Hugo's plans, we wouldn’t want to spoil 
his surprises! 

Did | mention that your tropical vaca- 
tion at the Sunset Beach Hotel can be 
had for an amazingly low price? The 
1996 Bon-anza package includes 
roundtrip airfare from Miami to Bonaire, 
breakfast buffet daily (except morning of 
departure), six days of one tank dives, 
one night boat dive, unlimited airfills for 
shore diving, tanks, weights and weight- 
belt, U.S. departure tax, U.S. federal tax- 
es, hotel transfers, welcome cocktail, a 
map of Bonaire and a Bonaire poster. 
This package is worth a bundle but it’s 
being offered for just $869 per person, 
double occupancy, with Wednesday to 
Wednesday stays. 

The Bon-anza package is good at the 
Sunset Beach Hotel. While many people 
want the services and amenities of a 
large hotel such as the Sunset Beach, 
there are groups, families and couples 
who prefer smaller, more intimate ac- 
commodations. Sunset Properties offers 
a variety of villas and apartments in and 
around Kralendijk, including the Dive Inn, 
which has its own dive operation. 








Choose the one that best meets your 
needs; you'll still be diving with the 
Sunset Beach Dive Center or Dive Inn. 


THE DIVING 

All of the waters surrounding Bonaire, 
from the shore to 200 feet, are a marine 
park and have been for 25 years. Every- 
one who dives here pays a $10 fee annu- 
ally; the money collected is used to main- 
tain the park. Park rules forbid the use of 
gloves and chemical lights. You'll see 
ample evidence U/W that your $10 fee is 
being used for a worthwhile cause. 

My friends and | have sampled a vari- 
ety of dive sites off the main island and 
tiny Klein Bonaire and there are many 
more to see—Bonaire offers more than 
80 moored sites. Among them, Forest, 
off Klein Bonaire, is a standout, with 
Black Corals and great fish life. This is 
one of Walter Stack’s personal favorites, 
as is Sharon’s Serenity, also off Klein 
Bonaire. 

We always make a one day safari to 
Washington-Slagbaai Park, at the north 
end of the island. Playa Funchi is al- 
ways excellent, from the expected 
school of Smooth Trunkfish that greets 
us at the surfline to the unexpected ma- 
rine life that shows up on the way to or 
from the drop-off. | photographed a 
French Angelfish that seemed to know a 
Tubastrea covered backdrop made it es- 
pecially photogenic. A school of Squid 
hovered over Antler Corals in the shal- 
lows, other divers reported seeing a 
huge moray free swimming below them 
on the drop-off. 


TRAVEL MISCELLANY 

| have made six trips to Bonaire; on 
each one | have seen something new, 
both topside and underwater. The island 
is growing—it’s even got three fast food 
restaurants now. There are also miles of 
mountain biking trails and some of the 
land sites in Washington-Slagbaai have 
new markers and paved parking. A trip to 
this arid Caribbean isle, however, is al- 
ways a relaxing, refreshing experience. | 
love the warm water (it averages 79°F 
year-round), the warm weather and the 
total lack of stress. 

If you live in the U.S., you can fly direct- 
ly to Bonaire from Miami or Atlanta on 
ALM. Air Aruba offers flights from Miami 
or Newark that stop first in Aruba. U.S. 
and Canadian citizens need only proof of 
citizenship and a photo |.D., as well asa 
continuing on ticket to enter the country. 

If you’ve never been to Bonaire, it's 
time you visited this little island, 50 miles 
off the Venezuela coast. For more infor- 
mation on the Sunset Beach Hotel, con- 
tact Caradonna Caribbean Tours at (800) 
328-2288 or (407) 774-9000, fax (407) 
682-6000. You can also write to P.O. 
Box 3299, Longwood, FL 32779. ™* 




















Looking for some new Spots? 
Try the Carib Inn and Bonaire! 





9661 GV/CS © 





“CARIB 


P.O. Box 68 ¢ Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 
Telephone (011) 599-7-8819 
Fax (011) 599-7-5295 
Reservations — 8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 
E-mail: 75317.667@compuserve.com 


circle #1 on Reader Service Card 












56 Casitas Suites 

U90 Square Feet Each 

Color 1 Whth Remote 

Living Room 

Mim Bar 

Safety Box 

lerrace © Hammocks 

A/C ° Fans 

Phones 

Purified Water 

Room Service 

Continental Breakfast 
To Your Suite 

Private Lockers 


a%e 
“FIESTA AMERICANA 


COZUMEL REEF 
ed a a 


Presenting A New Concept On The Island... 
x | ROPICAL CASITAS SUITES" 


Cozumel’s Private Eden Nestled Between Luscious 
Tropical Foliage c7 ante Turquoise Waters! 


$2 68 Gi Per Person/Double/Diver* 


4 Days/3 Nights 
"Cozumel Reef" Hotel’s Tropical Casitas Suites 
Continental Breakfast Daily Delivered To Your Suite 
Mexican Hotel Taxes 
2 Days Boat Diving "Dive House" 
Welcome Shore Tank 
70% Off pales Tanks With T.1. Coupon 


*04 Sepr.-20 Dec. ‘96 
Discounted Airfares 
Available Upon Request. 
All Reservations Based ON 
Availability. 

Price Subject To Chance. 


Ail USE 


Hotel's: 
Swimming Pool 
Tennis Courts 
Restaurant /Beach Club 
Jogging Irail 


| ROPICAL , OURS, |NC. 
ke Wholesale Dive Travel Specialists 


1-800-711-4700 
» (713) 855-6900 


OnSite “Dive House” 
Fast Boats 

Private Pier 

Boat Diving 

Might Dives 

Snorkeling Irips N 
Rental /Repairs ve. 
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tighthouse 11 


Lighthouse Atoll 
Thursday 
Glovers Atoll 


Friday 
Southem Belize 


Saturday 
Return to Belize City 


“THE REMBRANDT VAN RIN,” a 184 ft. luxury live-aboard 
will take you to ALL THE Best Divina IN BE.ize! 


The Rembrandt is the only live-aboard that will visit Lighthouse, Turneffe, 
Glovers and Southern Belize during your one week dive trip. All cabins are 
iV Wvarsllexexelace i (re)arsxe frslale Bat-\Ucw- 0 e)a\'c-\(o el-1 (tim OLU Lm) er Lel(ele io lole ne (=a ioies| 
perfect place to relax and review your days diving. 


fo Tor-y- Tap sete —> 4d el-relad te) at 
1-800-453-7245 
NS Phone: 713-591-1616 © Fax: 713-591-1082 
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> Open-Air Bar and Restaurant 

> 24 Hour Dive Lockers and Tanks 

> In-Room Mini- Kitchens 

> 10% Discount on Dive Packages 

> Fresh Water Swimming Pool 
and Jacuzz! 


Dive From Your 
Door Step 


> Boat Dives - Northwall - Stingray Cit 
East End « On-site dive shop 


> Shore Diving - Waldo's Reef - Waldo’s | 
Off Hotel Dock : 


1-800 -352 -628 
On ae ee eee 
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SEA FEVER CRUISES 
(Continued from Page 37) 


schools of grunts and snappers dominate 
this site during the day; the nocturnal 
denizens of this scattered shallow ship- 
wreck include a pair of massive Log- 
gerhead Turtles (we dived the site three 
nights and each night the Loggerheads 
were in the same place), Southern Sting- 
rays and octopus. The diving alone would 
justify a live-aboard expedition to this part 
of The Bahamas but, when combined 
with the nearly guaranteed opportunity to 
swim with Spotted Dolphins, this trip 
should be on every diver’s wish list for 
summer travel. 

The Sea Fever offers at least six distinct 
itineraries chosen for specific reef and 
marine life attractions and scheduled for 
the optimal time of year. In addition to the 
Northern Bahamas, the Sea Fever visits: 





fat Bi ‘ & a 
aM 


The crew of the Sea Fever, including 
Captain Tom Guarino, third from right. 


Cay SAL BANnk: This trip originates in 
Miami Beach, home port for the Sea 
Fever. It cruises three and a half hours to 
clear customs at Cat Cay and then heads 
south to dive some of the best walls in 
The Bahamas, plus seven unique ocean- 
ic blue holes. Highlights include Snapper 
Reef, a 50 foot reef home to perhaps 
thousands of Schoolmaster Snappers 
and grunts; Last Rock Wall, famed for 
its wildly decorated chimneys and tun- 
nels; and Shark Hole, home to dozens 
of Sharpnose Sharks. 

WESTERN BAHAMAS: This alSo begins in 
Miami Beach but cruises a range from 
Bimini to Orange Cay. Favorite dives here 
include the wrecks of the Bimini Trader 
and Bimini Barge, both of which host 
prodigious schools of fish in only 85 to 90 
feet of water; Shark Reef with its dozen 
or so Caribbean Reef Sharks, Nurse 
Sharks and friendly groupers; the coral 
canyons of Tuna Alley and Victory 
Reef; and another productive Spotted 
Dolphin encounter at Eldorado Shoal. 

BERRY ISLANDS/NORTH ANDROs: From 
Miami beach, this tour visits the 130 foot 
freighter Lady Moore; the massive 
Elkhorn Coral forests of the Jolter Cays 
and Holmes Reef; and the abundant 
reef tropicals of Chub Cay. 

ExumMas: This trip departs Nassau and 
visits picturesque Little San Salvador; 
the Black Coral festooned Dog Rock 





Wall; the amazing drift dive at Wax Cut; 
and one of my favorite Bahamas shark 
dives, Dangerous Reef in the Exuma 
Land and Sea Park. 

SOUTHERN BAHAMAs: While all of the 
above are seven day trips, the Sea Fever 
also offers 10 to 14 day excursions to the 
seldom dived areas of the Southern 
Bahamas, including Cat Island and the 
Tartar Bank, Conception Island, Rum 
Cay, San Salvador, Crooked Island 
and the Plana Cays. While some of the 
areas are tried and true favorites, there is 
ample exploration on this expedition and 
reasonable assurance that some sites 
have never before been dived. 


The Sea Fever is a 90 foot aluminum Blue Holes, Shark Feeding, Dolphin 


live-aboard that began life as a crew boat Encounters, Rays & More! 
PA OU ee OnE ar Deer Uneeaaeeny Captain Tom Guarino’s 24 years experience promises the best of 


constant renovation and improvement a8 ; is 
since Captain Guarino bought her in Bahamas diving. Sea Fever is 90’ aluminum, fully air conditioned 


1983. She is powered by three 12 cylin- with double staterooms, E-6 processing and U/W video. 
bei (ieee rie ER Ree na FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, CALL: ° 
7 staterooms, is fully air-conditioned and $00-443-383 7 o 305-331-3483 : 


offers amenities such as an E-6 dark- P.O. Box 39 82/6, Miami Beach, Florida 33239 


room; underwater video with 8mm and 
VHS decks for editing and playback; re- 
verse osmosis watermaker; full marine 
electronics; and a complete galley (good 
food in abundance Is a Sea Fever special- 
ty). The oversized dive deck offers tank 
racks, dive platform with extended lad- 1-800-87-DIVER 

ders, camera table and freshwater rinse. World’s Foremost Authority in Scuba 
For nitrox aficionados, or those who wish NUNES YTS TO DENY WE EVER 
to learn, the Sea Fever is the first live- 
aboard to offer the UBS nitrox membrane 
system to extract nitrogen from the air, 
thereby enhancing the percentage of oxy- 


L 
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FlJl SPECIALISTS 
BOOK BY NOVEMBER 30TH 
FOR PROMOTIONAL PRICES 


' 800-741-2178 


E-mail: scuba @ skindiver.com 
. http: //\WWW. skindiver.com 


1.5 
ral West Diver, Inc. 


Call for information 
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CAY MAN BRAC ESCAPE! Key West Dive-Cam 


New, deluxe 2-3 BDR homes on 
secluded palm-shaded white sand beach. See Key West’s water/weather conditions 
daily on our WEBSITE CAMERA 














ail Restaurant, top rated dive shop, friendly 
gen necessary in enriched air mixes. This eels eax aaa inti http://www.subtropic.com 

imi fireh The Caribbean's best diving! SUBTROPIC DIVE CENTER 
system eliminates the fire hazard that ND BEACH HIDE AWAYS 
pure origer ra pirat and ae pet ALMO fer bee ens 800-853-3483 * 305-296-9914 
require alive gear tO be Oxygen ciean. ‘ TEESE Renae —— circle #83 on Reader Service Card — 
DI and IANTD nitrox certifications are _— 
available during Sea Fever charters. os 1 S) O7 U /\W Ph oto To urs 


For further information about the Sea x, 
Fever schedule of Bahamas dive adven- s a et ac Week- long 
tures, please phone (800) 443-3837 (44- 
FEVER) or (305) 531-3483 or write to Povo eh OU per Cou rSeéS 
P.O. Box 398276, Miami Beach, FL Call/Fax/Write/E-mail for 16-Page Course Catalog 


33930. mie a Cathy Church and Herb Rafael plan every detail for a 
memorable dive/photo vacation. 
ae Join our fun-loving group in: 
e Truk and/or Palau, October ‘96 & Oct. ‘97 
|B ¢ Solomon Islands trips aboard the Bilikiki 


March, vue & Aug. ‘97 
al Includes free photo ster A 


| _ A Learn With 


Il of our trips ar 
APO. Box 479, | 
a 809-949-7415 © Fax 809-949-9770 
E-mail: cathy@cathychurch.com 


http://www.cathychurch.com 


om For a free brochure of Cathy’s Breathtaking 
Underwater photos, call: 300-954-5661 
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BZA FAWAWAWA YAW, WA WA WA WA WAV ASN 


THERE IS NO COMPARISON?! 
MV BILIKIKI & MV SPIRIT of SOLOMONS 


offer you the best of world class diving in 


Solomon Islands 


© 120 ft. of air conditioned comfort °14 years knowledge of Solomon 
e Staterooms with full double bed dive sites _ 
and private facilities e E6 Processing 






NG 














DD WAC AVA 


/ dies. 
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_M.Y. Bilikiki 


° Diving e Food « Value for money ¢ From $215. 00 pp/per night 
e All rated 5% * * * x by Undercurrent 


Bilikiki Cruises Ltd., PO Box 876, Honiara, Solomon Islands ® Ph +(677) 20412 © Fx +(677) 23897 
://WWW. 3routes. com/scuba/bilikiki. html or e-mail: bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca 


~* Bilikiki Cruises Ltd. 
800-663-5363 


Ph: 604-383-7253 
Fax: 604-383-6598 
Video Available 
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800-677-4277 


CA: 310-670-7302 * Fax: 310-338-0708 


DZWAWAWAS 


GO FOR THE 


CATHEDRALS: 


or the whales, the caverns, 
the critters, or the Hawaiian 
Humuhumu-nukunuku-a-pua‘a fish! 


Great Deals on 


Dive Packages: 


Maui, Lanai & Molokini 


7 Days/6 Nights, 8 dives 
$525 pp/do 


Since 1978, Lahaina Divers of Maui has been thrilling 
divers with great diving. With two custom dive boats, 
the 43’ Reliant and the 50’ Endeavor, we'll show you a 
Maui, Lanai and Molokini you'll never forget! 


Our new watersports center carries a complete line of 
snorkeling, dive and photo equipment. Plus, we offer a 
complete spectrum of dive classes from open water 
completions to Hawaiian specialties. So whether you're 
insearch of turtles, whales, caverns, the Humuhumu- 
nukunuku-a-pua’a fish or just updating your skills... 


Go for Lahaina Divers 


143 Dickenson Street ¢ Lahaina, Maui, Hi 96761 ¢ “in the Heart of Old Lahaina” 
1-800-998-3483 
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COASTAL FISH IDENTIFICATION—CALI- 
FORNIA TO ALASKA: Paul Humann began 
scouring the Caribbean for fish and inver- 
tebrate photo subjects in 1960. He has 
published countless articles, pho- 
tographs and books since then, including 
a burgeoning series of reef fish, creature 
and coral identification books. His latest, 
Coastal Fish Identification—California to 
Alaska, utilizes the incredible photograph- 
ic talents of Howard Hall and Neil 
McDaniel. Filled with 300 color pho- 
tographs that reveal more than 250 
species in their natural habitats, Paul 
Humann and editor Ned DeLoach have 
produced the most comprehensive picto- 
rial identification guide ever published for 
the North American Pacific Coast. 
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CALIFORNIA to ALASKA 


PAUL. HUMANN 


it ragraners 
HOWARD HALL & NEI. McDANIEL 





The 220 page book follows the same 
popular format as Humann’s other iden- 
tification books in the series, which be- 
gan in 1989 with the award winning Reef 
Fish Identification—Florida, Caribbean, 
Bahamas. The six by nine inch book is 
practically indestructible, with laminated 
plastic covers and a plastic comb bind- 
ing. The user-friendly format includes a 
quick-reference family index on the in- 
side covers and a two part main index di- 
vided into common and scientific 
names. Nine color coded identification 
group chapters organize the fish, eels, 
sharks and rays into families that share 
similar physical or behavioral character- 
istics. The fish portraits are supported by 
a wealth of information, including the 
species, common, scientific and family 
names, size, depth range, distinctive 
features, description, abundance and 
distribution, habitat and behavior and re- 
action to divers. 

Coastal Fish Identification—California 
to Alaska is an important resource for 
fisnwatching divers and snorkelers. The 
book is available for $32.95 at scuba re- 
tailers and book stores. You can also 
contact New World Publications, Inc.., 
1861 Cornell Road, Jacksonville, Florida 
32207; (800) 737-6558, fax (904) 731- 
1188, = 








Nai’A CRUISES DRAW PROFESSIONALS: 
Stan Waterman, Paul Humann, Marty 
Snyderman, Dee Scarr, Jack Drafahl, 
Stephen Frink and other knowledgeable 
professional photographers have ex- 
pressed tremendous enthusiasm for the 
variety of color and fast action of Nai’a’s 
new dive sites. 





Taking advantage of Fiji's topography, 
Nai’a cruises begin near Nadi’s interna- 
tional airport in sheltered waters. During 
each cruise it sails eastward all the way to 
Wakaya and the Gau Islands, selecting 
Fiji's best reefs. 

A recent cruise had 15 Mantas at one 
dive site, a scorching shark feed and some 
extraordinarily dense reefs of soft corals. 
This is the premier Fiji cruise for anyone 
avid about photography and marine life. 

For further details, contact See & Sea 
Travel, Inc., 50 Francisco Street #205, 
San Francisco, CA 94138; (415) 434- 
3400, fax (415) 434-3409. Send e-mail 
to divxprt@ix.netcom.com or visit the 
Web Site at http://www.divxprt.com/ 
see&sea => 


Rep Sait SPORTS TO MANAGE SONESTA 
CURACAO’S'7 DivING/WATERSPORTS 


OPERATIONS: Red Sail Sports has as- 
sumed management of the watersports 
operations of Sonesta Beach Resort and 
Casino Curacao. Red Sail Sports oper- 
ates watersports centers on Grand 
Cayman, Aruba, Hawali and The Ba- 
hamas. Sonesta’s Red Sail Sports opera- 





tion will feature a new Pro 42 dive boat, 
Explorador, which will operate exclusively 
for guests at the resort. 

Sonesta Beach Resort and Casino 
Curacao has a new Diving In Paradise 
Package, effective through December 22, 
based on double occupancy for a four 
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COZUMEL, MEXICO 


TWO DECADES OF 
GREAT DIVING AND SERVICE 


1070-19000 


For ile n ees the Galapago Inn and Scuba Cozumel 
have been THE place for sport scuba divers to meet and 


enjoy the very best diving in Cozumel. 


Come and Celebrate with us! 


S.C. U. B.A. 
xX, //DIVE te MEXICO 
UN http://www.galapago.com 


For Information * U.S.A. & Canada 
1-800-847-5708 





COZUMEL 










es CAYMAN BRAC LUXURY 


New spacious 2 bdrm condos on the sea. White 
sand beach, palm trees, sun, restaurant, pool, friendly 
people. Dive pkgs from $670/wk. Free brochure. 


BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
Box 4-S Stake Bay, Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands, B.W.I. 
Call toll free 800/791-7911 © Fax 809/948-1111 







AB AN’ S ~ EW RON?” 


Ch" DIVE EAST END USS 


OCEAN FRONTIERS & OLE JUD’S RESORT 
$5 5 5 ppdo 


6 DAYS DIVING (12 DIVES) 


CALL or FAX: (809) 947-7500 anytime 
1-800-544-6576 


and OM /AYAUYAY ALO 14 =t- Fal aelenelaacmeelaa 


CWO cerca, 


For diving, snorkeling, boating & beaches. Tough & durable. 25 

years as the world's most sold underwater housing. Available 

for most camcorders & SLR cameras, in camera & dive stores. 
216 eypsy phe ° wes, NJ 08108 


\ Scuba Certification 
: jclasses and referrals 


Advanced, specialties, 
OAS es thru instructor. 


Daily reef trips and 

; \wreck diving on the 

.\y» \USCG Bibb & Duane 

and soon...on Key Largo’s 
newest wreck,the 


Spiegel Grove! 
800-331-DIVE 


.(305)451- -1325 or Fax fy taal -9240 | 
« CaptSlate@aol.com l 


Ya a a aS Ls cl et pi a al 
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ORB ABEIN 


Experience the Cayman of 
yesterday! We guarantee the 
best value & the best diving 
in the islands! 


INCLUSIVE | 
DIVE VACATION 
PACKAGES 


AN X=) aV/(ol=immce| i"{ome) el] a-hale)ap 
folTaliate mm ey-lamereleliatepm-la- 
(olor: | u=leme)abryin=m- | mel elmiaerell 
secluded beachfront 
‘ol iVi late mele let—m 


1-800-TLC-DIVE 


US & CANADA, FAX 806-798-7568 


2 Islamorada, f 
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“ 
The best Florida Keys reefs, wrecks 
and critters only minutes from our 


docks. You deserve the best...and 
| Lady Cyana will deliver! 


Local # 305-664-8717 


800-221-8712 


Dive/lodging pkgs 

P.O. Box 1157, Islamorada, Florida Keys 

E-mail: ladycyana@aol.com 

Thin in Paradise! 
Delicar Cove 


Topical Elegance 






CHESAPEAKE RESORI 


1-800-338-3395 
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Resort 
All Oceanview Rooms! 
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day/three ce stay. 7 The amen is also 
available for four to seven night stays. 
The 248 room Sonesta Beach Resort 


and Casino Curacao is the island’s only | 


AAA 4 Diamond property. The resort is 
set on a private stretch of white sand 
beach and is only a 10 minute drive from 
the capital city of Willemstad and the in- 
ternational airport. 

For more information about the 
Sonesta Beach Resort and Casino 
Curacao, call (800) SONESTA—(800) 
766-3782—or your travel agent. => 


NEKTON Pitot Hosts DAN PROJECTs: 
Nekton Diving Cruises is sponsoring a 
Divers Alert Network (DAN) Project Dive 
Safety seminar from November 9 
through 16, 1996. The event will take 
place aboard the Nekton Pilot while 
cruising the Southern Bahamas, includ- 
ing Great Exuma, Rum Cay, Conception 
Island and San Salvador. 

Project Dive Safety’s goal is to collect 
one million dive profiles in order to de- 
velop a statistically significant working 
database of recreational dives. DAN is 
asking divers of all ages, shapes and 
sizes to join Project Dive Safety by do- 
nating their dive profiles. DAN is recruit- 
ing and training a network of dive boat 
operations, dive resorts and live- 
aboards to become Field Data Col- 
lection Sites. All participants will be pro- 
vided with free use of downloadable 
dive computers in order to collect dive 
profiles throughout the week. Along with 
computer recorded data, divers will be 
interviewed by Nekton crew members 
trained as Field Data Coordinators. 

In addition, DAN will conduct Doppler 
studies to detect the presence of micro- 
bubbles that may occur after exposure to 
depth or altitude. The combination of the 
Doppler tests, dive logging and surface 
observation will enable participants to 
learn more about the effects of diving on 
their personal physiology. 

For further information on this cruise or 
on how you or your dive facility can par- 
ticipate in Project Dive Safety, contact 
DAN Research at (919) 684-2948 ext. 
260 or Nekton Diving Cruises at 520 SE 
32nd Street, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316; 
(800) 899-6753, (954) 463-9324 or fax 
(954) 463-8938. = 


REEFKEEPER INTERNATIONAL’S CORAL 
REEF CAMPAIGNS: The Governors of 
Florida, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands have been presented with formal 
requests by ReefKeeper International for 


ELEELEEFELEFLEE 


GOING TO 


Call us now and receive 
our free Guide to Bonaire! 
Includes maps, 

lodging 

descriptions, 

discount 

travel 


| lodging and 
ISLAND diving options! 
CALL OUR BONAIRE EXPERTS: 


(800) 748-8733 (601) 353-7547 
FAX: (601) 353-7559 


EEELECEREELE LEE 
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LA A CEIBA HOTEL 
Prime beachfront location, 


| Satellite T.V., A.C., Tennis court, 


tym. & sauna. Favorite shore 
dive. Favorite Night dive. 
Favorite after dive bar in the 
Caribbean!!! 





Luxurious personalized services, 


the best choice for divers. Dive 
with DEL MAR AQUATICS— 
the best dive operation in 
COZUMEL. PADI, NAUI, CIIAS 
& NASDS Certified Instructors. 
Upgrade to a refurnished 
superior room!!!! 
E-mail : LaCeiba@rce.com.mx 
SPECIAL DIVE PACKAGES 
Ph: 214/392-4383 
Fax: 214 /392- -2040 
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development of official state level Coral 
Reef Initiatives and creation of interagen- 
cy senior level coordinating committees 
for those initiatives. 

Under the U.S. Coral Reef Initiative and 
the parallel International Coral Reef 
Initiative, state level governments would 
develop and pursue three pronged com- 
prehensive coral reef conservation pro- 
grams focusing on resource manage- 
ment capacity and public awareness 
building; research and monitoring of coral 
reef conditions; and coastal manage- 
ment policy implementation focused on 
reducing or eliminating the impact of 
landobased development on coral reefs. 

ReefKeeper International is conduct- 
ing a grassroots campaign aimed at ob- 
taining endorsements from 100 groups 
and organizations. 

Another grassroots campaign, to 
show support for the adoption of no 
dredging buffer zones in the vicinity of 
coral habitats, has been launched by 
ReefKeeper International. This campaign 
is seeking group resolutions as well as 
petition signatures to bolster formal rule- 
making requests submitted by Reef- 
Keeper International to responsible agen- 
cies in Florida, Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. 

A tree Coral Reef Initiative Action Kit is 
available by phoning (305) 358-4600, 
faxing (305) 358-3030, e-mailing reefint 
@aol.com or writing ReefKeeper Inter- 
national at 2809 Bird Avenue, Suite 162, 
Miami, FL 33133. = 


DivE PACKAGES ON ST. Croix, UNITED 
STATES VIRGIN ISLANDs: This fall, St. 
Croix’s finest hotels are offering afford- 
able dive packages: 

The Buccaneer, a luxury seaside re- 
sort, offers PADI Five Star dive facilities 
and departures for 33 dive sites from its 
beachside dock. Now through De- 
cember 19, 1996, the eight day/seven 
night dive package can include either six 
or ten dives. The package also offers 
deluxe oceanfront accommodations, 
two dives daily and all equipment. For 
more information, call (800) 255-3881. 

Divers and nondivers at Hibiscus 
Beach Hotel can explore St. Croix with its 
“Virg-In-Clusive” program. Now through 
December 20, 1996, the eight and five 
day packages are being offered at special 
rates. Virg-In-Clusive includes a beach- 
front room, rental car, all meals and drinks 
at the resort, including a weekly cocktail 
party, admission to historic Whim 
Plantation, a daily choice of diving, golf, 
horseback riding, parasailing or snorkel- 
ing cruise to Buck Island, airport transfers 
and more. For more information, call (800) 
619-0014. 

Dive enthusiasts visiting Westin 
Carambola Beach Resort will find a full 
service PADI dive shop on the premises. 








COZUMEL 3 TANK 
SUPER SPECIALS 


Aqua Safari's 30th Anniversary Gift 
"Now available for 4 to 7 Nights" 


FIESTA & SAFARI INN'S 


4 Night Pkg fm $228 to $294 


7 Night Pkg fm $382 to $495 
Incl: 5 Days of 2 Tank dives 
and 4 one tank PM trips 


Incl: 3 Days of 2 Tank Dives 
and 2 One Tank PM Trips. 
Unlimited Air for Bch Tanks Unlimited Air for Bch Tanks 


Aqua Safari Safari Inn Fiesta Inn 
5 and 6 Night Pkg Prices on request!!! 


Poseidon Partnership in Quality 
Poseidon Ventures Tours 


800-854-9334 


Guam-Y ap-Palau.... 
D]EYero)t(=) a Ulaice)aet-ar-le)(-mryce)ale(-)e~ 
in Western Micronesia 
al=>qmartelalianie 





BAY 4 ae 4 ae ee icia. 


2 Nights/2 Days 
SUMMER SPECIAL 


‘169°. 50 


Includes accommodations, 
continental breakfast, 2-dives 
per day, tanks and weights. 





The Perfect Vacation Package! 
“Dive with someone you know’ with over 23 
years of experience in Pennekamp Park and 
the Marine Sanctuary. Dive the wreck of the 
USCG Cutter Duane, Christ of the Abyss, 
the Benwood, Molasses, French and Pickles 
Reefs and little known spots like Grouper 
Alley and the Mini-Wall. 

Attractive dive and snorkel packages at 

the beautiful Holiday Inn 

SunSpree Resort, home of 
Holiday Casino Cruises. 


SEA DWELLERS 
DIVE CENTER 


1-800-451-3640 
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¢ Casino Boat 
¢ Dive Boat only steps 


from your room 

e Spacious Rooms 

¢ Two large pools and 
Jacuzzi 

e Fitness Center 

° Tiki Bar 

* Children’s Activities 
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Buy One 
Gef One 


FREE . 


Set sail for adventure 















this summer or fall & save. 


6& 13 day Caribbean 
sailings from $325 per person. 


Call for more information 


1-800-324-2601 


h ttp -//windjammer. com 






Selected sailings. 
Restrictions apply. 


Windjammer 
Barefoot Cruises 


PO Box 190120, Dept, 34, Miami Beach, Fl 35119 
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Dive Center, Ine. 


DIVE 
KEY LARGO 


Silent World caters to all 


levels of divers, running small, 
personalized charters. We even 
offer snorkeling and SNUBA in the 
Marine Sanctuary for your non- 
diving family and friends. 


1-800-966-DIVE 


m 0.8. 2363 © Key Largo * Florida * 33037 » 305-451-3259 
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The resort's sift sa dive package fea- 
tures three, two tank beach dives, a night 
dive, Spacious accommodations, taxes 
and service charges. Special rates are 
now available through December 17, 
1996. For information, call Westin Hotels 
and Resorts at (800) 228-3000. = 


STEPHEN FRINK PHOTOGRAPHIC’S 
CIBACHROME PRINT FACILITIES: Stephen 
Frink Photographic of Key Largo, Florida, 
has expanded its facilities for making cus- 
tom enlargements with the addition of a 
new liford Omnipro processor. While Frink 
Photo has been making Cibachrome 
orints for years, the addition of the 
Omnipro roller transport machine allows 
for the production of dry-to-dry prints in 
just four and a half minutes, cutting normal 
in-lab turnaround time to just two days. 
Print sizes are from 8 by 10 through 20 by 
30 inches. 

Underwater photographers who wish to 
submit slides for custom prints are invited 
to send them to Stephen Frink Photo- 
graphic, P.O. Box 2720, Mile Marker 
102.5, Key Largo, FL 33087 or phone 
(805) 451-3737. 

The addition of the Omnipro processor 
has also facilitated the ability of Frink Photo 
to sell decorator prints from Stephen's ex- 
tensive file of premium stock photography. 
For information about owning photo- 
graphic art by Stephen Frink, call the 
WaterHouse Stock Photography at (800) 
451-3787 or fax (805) 451-5147, = 


SONESTA BERMUDA SCUBA PACKAGE: 
Sonesta Beach Resort Bermuda offers its 
1996 Scuba Package and a variety of wa- 
tersports, excursions and services provid- 
ed by the on-site South Side Scuba 
Center. The Scuba Package is available 
through November 15, 1996. It includes 
accommodations for a five day/four night 
stay, European plan; three, two tank dives 
(excludes equipment); South Side Scuba 
T-shirts or three hose protectors; and aad- 
mission to the resort’s European spa. 

South Side Scuba offers a full service 
dive program, including instruction and 
certification, equipment rental and daily 
dive schedule (including twice weekly night 
dives), parasailing, ocean rafting, snorkel- 
ing and watertoy rentals. 

The 400 room Sonesta Beach Resort 
Bermuda is in Southampton Parish ona 
25 acre landscaped peninsula eight miles 
from Bermuda’s capital city of Hamilton 
and 16 miles from the airport. For informa- 
tion about the resort call (800) SONESTA; 
(800) 766-3782. ra 
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ANTHIS 
U.S.A. INC. 


Tel: (206) 775-3359 
Fax: (206) 775-4076 
119 Dayton St. Edmonds, Washington 98020 


AB SEA PHOTO, CA 

Tel: 310-645-8992 Fax: 310-645-3645 
BERGER BROTHERS, NY 

Tel: 800-262-4160 Fax: 516-264-1007 
CINCINNATI DIVERS CTR., INC., OH 
Tel: 513-521-3483 Fax: 513-521-8161 
EMERALD VISIONS, NY 

Tel: 800-980-2929 Fax: 212-463-7143 
WOODY MAYHEW PHOTOGRAPHY 
Tel: 214-368-3555 Fax: 214-368-3555 


on our 
professional 
metal 
housings 





for your 
favorite 
Nikon 
camera, 
contact 
the Anthis 
dealer 
nearest 


you: 
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Maui, Hawaii 


* Our Success is a direct result of cus- 
tomer satisfaction. 


* First time customers soon realize that 
we take their “‘best interest’ to heart. 


* Returning divers soon realize the 
vast extent of our local knowledge, 
as day after day we visit dif- 

ferent and unique locations. 


* All of our customers 
know we go out of our way 
to afford an experience 
*. worth much more 

than the cost of the 


C3 Clo IVIINIG 
ADVENTURES 


1-800-635-1273 
(Free Information Package) 
808-879-3584 (Maui) 
http: / /www.maui.net/~robinson/erda.html 
e-mail: robinson@maui.net 














Rates $498.00 for 6 consecutive ads, $768.00 for a full year, 
Add $81.00 1st line Bold. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY 
COPY via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. 
DEADLINE: 28th of 3rd month prior to issue date. Send 
copy and payment to Overseas Divers’ Directory, SKIN 
DIVER Magazine, 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90048-5515. For more information call (213) 782-2245. 





HEMINGWAYS ADVENTURE DIVING IN AFRICA 800-443-0799 
Combine a SAFARI with diving. Hemingways on Kenya 
Coast experience real Africa above and below the water. Call 
for prices & customized itineraries FAX:415 442-0289 
MANTA REEF LODGE 800-247-3483 
Pemba Islands only dive resort. Fax 206-441-5431 
East Africa absolutely best diving. 206-441-3483 
Complete wildlife safaris. Discounted airfares. en 











DOCKYARD DIVERS 809-460-1178 Fax 809-460-1179 
Nelson’s Dockyard Box 184 St. John’s Antigua 

Antigua's beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational 
Stes Se UT ea Taree oc Dy Ca Cees 


} 













UNIQUE SPORTS OF ARUBA Ph: 011-2978-60096 
Complete PAD! Dive Ctr. US. Bookings Agent KJ 
1-800-450-2084 full watersport fac. located at Aruba Palm 
Beach Resort. Hotel pick-up srv. dive pkgs. 40’ boat. 
PELICAN WATERSPORTS Ph. 011-2978-31228 
PADI INT’L Dive Center, Fax 011-2978-32655 
wreck, reef, night dives. Instruction, equipment. 

Complete watersports activities. 

SCUBA ARUBA 011-2978-66690 
Daily Scuba instruction, reef, wreck, night dives. Rates 
include all equipment. PADI staff, special group rates upon 
request.Fax 011-2978-61066 Address Box 4100 Noord Aruba 





1-800-472-7234 
Dive and sail aboard our 140 ft brigantine tall masted ship 
on Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. 1, 2 or 3 night live-aboard 
packages with daily departures from $120. 
AURIGA BAY II-EXCLUSIVE ADVENTURE DIVING 800-443-0799 
Far Northern GBR/Coral Sea-10 divers in a/c cabins $995- 
$2695. Family or small group charters available. Dive with 


ATLANTIC CLIPPER/ 0Z DIVE 


the “Original Specialists” 415 442-0799/fax 415 442-0289 
AUSTRALIA’S FINEST—THE REEF EXPLORER 800-443-0799 
Most exp. owner-operated boat for “Off The Beaten Track”. 
Coral Sea/Far North GBR, 10 divers/4 crew. A/C cabins $900- 
$2750 (up to 40 dives) 415-442-0799/fax 415-442-0289 
DEEP SEA DIVERS DEN Ph 61-70-312223 Fax 61-70-311210 
P.O. Box 5264 Cairns Qld 4870. Specializing in 3 day, 2 night 
live-aboard cruises. Daily to Outer Barrier Reef. Courses 

to instructor level. 5 Star PADI Dive Ctr. Boat Charters. 





#1 PACIFIC STAR. 

Unique Coral Sea & Great Barrier Reef 
expeditions aboard the 62 foot catamaran 
PACIFIC STAR. Beautiful. Regular departures. 

LEARN TO DIVE ** PRO DIVE CAIRNS 800 443-0799 
PADI 5 STAR CENTER. Full certif. courses from $320.00. 
Weekly classes/all equip AND 3 days/2 nights on live-aboard 
included! More!! fax 6170 519955/call 6170 315255 
PRO DIVE WHITSUNDAY PH. 61 79 466508 Fax 61 79 465007 
Great Barrier Reef 3 day 3 night dive/sail cruises. 

One day reef adventure tours. PADI 5 star centre with 
courses from beginner to instructor level. 

EXOTIC DIVE ADVENTURES - REEF EXPLORER 800-886-7321 
Australia’s Finest! Off the beaten track!! Far Northern GBR and 
Outer Coral Sea. For experienced divers & u/w photographers. 
Max 10 divers! 11 nt/12 days @$2993.00. pp/fax 415-258-9115 
TAKA DIVE Aussie Direct 800-241-7690 
P.O. Box 6592, Cairns QLD 4870 Australia Fax 61 70-312739 
Dive the Cod Hole/Ribbon Reefs on Taka II and Coral Sea on 
Taka III. Large live-aboards. “The Friendly Alternative” 
TUSA DIVE PH. 61-70-311248 Fax 61-70-315221 
P.O. Box 1276 Cairns Qld 4870 Personalized day trips, MV 
TUSA, EX Cairns to outer Barrier Reef. Professional information 
& booking of all G.B.R dive packages. 1-800-472-7234 OZ DIVE 


BAHAMAS 


BAHAMA DIVERS PH 809-393-5644; 1-800-398-DIVE 
P.O. Box 5004, Nassau. PADI 5 Star. Walls, Blue Hole, 
Wrecks & Rsrt. courses. Referrals NASDS & NAUI. Author. 
dealer Bahama Pro, Sherwood & Dacor. FAX 809/393-6078. 
BAHAMA ISLAND ADVENTURES 1-800-329-1337 
Bimini & Chub Cay — Great Diving, Great Islands, Great People! ! 
3 days/2 nights = $349. Includes: Airfare, hotel, 3 dives/day. 
Free Breakfast & Lunch. Call for Brochure. Group Rates. 

BILL & NOWDLA KEEFE’S BIMINI 1-800-348-4644 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES _ Dive the best of the BAHAMAS, 
w/Bill & Nowdla Keefe. Reefs, Wrecks & Walls. Superb Diving! 
Great Pkgs! PO Box 693515 Miami FL 33269 Fax 305-652-9148 
BRITISH COLONIAL/SUN DIVERS 1-800-258-4786 
Great 4 day/3 night packages starting at $278 per pers. 

Free non-motorized water sports, private beach. Leave 

from our dock, one 2-tank dive dly (2 dys) 1-tank, wt. belt. 
CAPTAIN JOE’S LIVE-ABOARD DIVING 1-305-944-2992 
MIAMI Live-aboard Dive Boat Groups Only up to 10 wk 
trips Miami-Bimini-Freeport-Nassau wrecks-reefs-wall dives 
Capt. Joe 970 N.E 144 St., North Miami, FL 33131 

DIVERS DOWN, ABACO 800-327-1584 
Treasure Cay, Bahamas. Barrier Reef, Wreck, Catacombs. 
All levels instruction, rentals, magnificent 3.5 mile beach. 
Packages. Fax 305-525-1699 
DIVERS HAVEN PH 800-393-0869 
P.O. Box N-1658, Nassau, Bahamas, PADI 5 Star Facility. 
Private Instruction & Referrals. Daily Tours 

Hotel & Cruise Ship Shuttle. Fax 305-393-3695 


800-247-3483 
Fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 








SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE, ANDROS ISLAND BAHAMAS 


809-368-2014; US/CAN 800-223-6961. 35 years diving 
walls and blue holes of Andros. One-on-one specialty diving. 
Free Resort Course. Families welcome. All-inclusive rates. 


UNEXSO FREEPORT GRAND BAHAMAISL  800-992-DIVE 


305 351-9889 30 yrs. adventure! 809 373-1244 groups/pkgs. 
Famous shark, dolphin, wreck & reef dives. Instruction/18’ 
deep tank, photo/video, groups welcome. In Port Lucaya. 


VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER(800) 383-6480 (809) 333-2309 


Box 1, Harbour Island Bahamas, 2 tank AM, 1 tank & snorkel PM. 
Reef, wreck, cavern, cave, famous current cut drift, night. 
All levels of instruction. Out island charm Big Isl. equip. 
XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES, FREEPORT 1-800-327-8150 
Famous shark feed, Wreck, Reef and Night dives. PADI/SSI. 
Only NITROX facility in Freeport/Lucaya. Photo/Video Avail. 
Group/Ind Pkgs 809-352-3811, Fax 809-352-4731 


BARBADOS 














DIVE BOAT SAFARI _—_— PH 809-427-4350 FX 809-436-8946 
Rsrt courses, wrecks/reefs. PADI referrals cert courses. 
Packages avail. Special group rates upon request. Lowest 
prices/island. B’DOS HILTON NEEDHAM’S PT P.O. BOX 510 
DIVE HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS AT SANDY LANE HOTEL 
Fauna & fun in one experience! Small groups, fully equip 32 ft. 
boat, all PADI certs. PIRA member. Ph/Fax: 246-432-0931. 
Internet: www.world-traveler.com/barbados/high.html 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS (246) 435-6542 
PADI 5 Star Facility Dive Svc. Certification. 

Specialties, Medic First-Aid. St. Lawrence Gap, Christ 
Church, Barbados, W.I. Fax: (246) 428-4674 
WEST SIDE SCUBA CENTRE TEL/FAX 809-432-2558 
Rsrt courses, all levels of PADI instruction, reef and wreck 
diving, group pkgs available, Holetown, St. James. 
http://www.world-traveler.com/barbados/high.html 


BELIZE 


AMIGOS DEL MAR Ph 011 501262706 FAX 501-26-2648 
First class service. P.O. Box 53 San Pedro Town Ambergris 
Caye Belize. PADI instruction, night & atoll dives, hotel & dive 
packages. Rentals. Experienced divemasters & instructors. 
BELIZE YACHT CLUB 1-800-938-0860 
Stay at the exclusive Belize Yacht Club. Full service 

dive operation. Blue Hole trips. 1, 2, 3, day trips 

Fax 011501 262892 

BELIZE TRADEWINDS DIVE PACKAGE 800-451-7776 
PARADISE VILLAS condominiums on Ambergris Caye. 

1 & 2 Bedroom units on the ocean. Fantastic Diving! 
Discount Air available. Call for brochures 

BLUE MARLINLODGE 800-688-0286 OR 800-798-1558 
Full service dive resort on top Belize’s Barrier Reef. Scuba 
instruction, Inland Tours, 3 dives daily, 2 night dives. Unlimited 
shore diving (weather permit) Fax 011-501-522296 
CORAL BEACH 800-247-3483 Fax 206-441-5431 
Without a doubt the best value on Ambergris Caye. 
Accommodations, meals, diving, taxes and air from Belize 
City - only $750 weekly. That’s right - only $750 weekly. 
DANGRIGA DIVE CENTRE 1-800-673-8813 
Year-round diving and fabulous Inland Adventure Tours. 
Also ideal for non-divers call Global Travel Club (USA) 

Tel: 409-925-1388 Fax 713-882-7942 UK Tel: 1 268-541732 
GAZ’S BELIZE DIVE CENTER 1-800-938-0860 
Book direct and save on hotels, diving, jungle tours. 

We live in Belize. 7 day packages start 

as low as $399 dbl. occ. 1-800-938-0860 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT 1-800-423-3114 
Air-conditioned beachfront villas on a private island. The 
only diving resort on the Blue Hole atoll. Pristine reefs as 
they used to be. 3 dives/day, night. Airstrip. 

M/V HOT DIVE 1-800-HOT DIVE 
Fast & Personable Live-aboard..!! 60 Ft of Elegance..!! 
Turneffe - Lighthouse - Blue Hole - Glovers & Rio Dulce, 
Guatemala. 4 - 6 Persons. Fax/phone: 011-501-234-058 
PLACENCIA DIVE SHOP, KITTY'S PLACE - Placencia, Belize 
Enjoy a wilderness of cayes, reef, and natural sandy beaches. Full 
resort, apartments, fishing, diving, jungle trips. Scuba Instruction. 
Call 1-888-HI-KITTY (445-4889). Fax 011-501-62-3226 
ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, FRED GOOD, PROP. 800-678-6871 
For the few who seek the finest. “Just perfect.” Under- 
current 1991. Basic thru Nitrox cert. ScubaPro rentals. 
Arrive/depart ANY day. Inland trips. 011-501-244190 
TURNEFFE FLATS 800-815-1304 
Quality, personalized diving from our private resort on the 
Turneffe Atoll — the Heart of Belize’s best diving. Please 
call for details. 605-578-1304. 
TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE 800-874-0118 
100 world class dive sites on Turneffe Atoll. Cross over/ 
certification. Newly renovated private 10 acre full service 
resort with exquisite Caribbean cuisine. 

VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE 1-800-633-4734 
Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, Resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. 

Call International Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. 
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BERMUDA 


FANTASEA DIVING PH: 809-236-6339 FAX 809-236-8926 
Darrell's Wharf Paget PGO1 Centrally located PADI 5 STAR 
Dive Center. Wreck/reef dives, 1&2 tank. Private charters. 
Full retail & service dept, PADI certification & referral. 


NAUTILUS DIVING PH 441-295-9485 = FAX 441-234-5180 
Bermuda's only two centrally located PADI 5 Star Inst. Development 
Centers. Wreck & reef dives and continuing diver education daily, 

wrecks from the 16th century to early 1900s. Fax 441 295-1914 
SCUBALOOK = CALL (441) 293-7319 FX (441) 295-2421 


At Grotto Bay Beach Hotel, Hamilton Parish minutes from 
Marriott’s Castle Harbour, 1&2 tank, reef, wreck, night & 
discover scuba dives. PADI certification, snorkeling. | 





BONAIRE 


BLACK DURGON INN/BONAIRE SCUBA CTR 800-526-2370 
P.O. Box 775, Morgan, NJ 08879 U.S.A Fax 908-583-0478 
Truly a unique priv. dive resort/apartments. NJ-908-566-8866 
Excel. div/snork from the property. The reef is our back yard. 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES/CARIB INN 011-5997-8405 Fx 011-5997-8605 
P.O. Box 216, affordable-clean-quiet 1-2 br. bung a/c cable TV, 
well equip. kitchn, hot shower, garden dive pkgs & car rental 
avail year-round charters 54’ dix motoryacht to other islands. 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 1-800-288-4773 
Sand Dollar Dive & Photo complete photo facility. 
Oceanfront Condos—your home away from home. Come 
and enjoy Bonaire’s most unique diver friendly resort. 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR 011-599-7-8529 
c/o Touch the Sea, P.O. Box 369, Bonaire, N. A. Unique 
diving experiences: marine creatures, photos, much more. 
Reservations recommended. (Closed July thru October). 






FERNANDO DE NORONHA 1-800-990-3839 
Bay of Dolphins, Caves. A Very Special Place, 

For Very Special Divers Wrecks, Sharks, Turtles, 

Atlantis Divers, Duet Travel, Adventure Travel, __ 


BRITISH VIRGIN 
ISLANDS 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 809/494- 2847 
P.O. Box 846, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.I. 

Mike & Keith Royle—PADI Instructors. Dive tours, Intro 
courses, Rentals, Air fills, Rendezvous. FAX-809-494-0198 
PROMENADE CRUISE 800-526-5503; 809-494-3853/Fx 5577 
Luxury 65’ sailing yacht. Divers, companions & families. 
Great cuisine, fine wines all included. Very upmarket. 

Fro 1-12 guests. Diver & nondiver rates. Many watertoys 





CAYMAN BRAC DIVING SUNBURST HIDEAWAYS 800-972-9795 
Deluxe beachfront homes/condo rentals $88-$178 day. 
1-5 br, fully equipped. Discount dive, air packages. Call Jim, 


Brac vacation specialist since 1987. Fax: 541-426-4863. 
CAYMAN BRAG GETAWAY 970-226-5489 
Fully furnished fully equipped private homes for rent. 

$65 to $200/day dive, air, car pkg avail. Call/fax for Info. 
Dive pkg with Brac Aquatics References available. 

CAYMAN BRAC BEACH HOME PH 203-866-1928 
Spectacular snkl/diving off your own beach. $650/week. 
Secluded 2 bdrm 2 bath private south side home/ 

Brac Aquatics dive package available. 

OCEAN FRONTIERS EAST END 809-947-7500 
Grand Cayman’s new frontier, pristine diving, small groups, 
new boat, free pick-ups, 7 nites, 6 days diving $555 pp.do. 
Internet http://www.oceanfrontiers.com 
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PIRATES POINT RESORT, LTD. PH 809 948-1010 
Little Cayman, B.W.!. Best Wall Diving in the Caribbean. 
Gourmet dining. All inclusive package. 

Direct booking. FAX 809 948-1011 
Randy Soto, SOTO’S CRUISES CAYMAN 809-947-4576 
(At SOTO’S 4X4 RENTALS) 15% Disc. Show Alrline Ticket. 
Private Trips/Stingray City/North & West Walls. “SOTO,” 

A Name You Can Trust,” Fax 809-945-1527 
BOB SOTO’S DIVING 1-800-262-7686 
Direct to the consumer super savings on diving, packages 
and training. 40 Years Experience. Rated #1 in Customer 
Service PLUS Cayman Madness. One Call Does It all. 
TORTUGA DIVERS — EAST END 800-748-8733 
Go East for Cayman’s best diving. Located at Morritt’s Tortuga Club 
w/pkgs at this deluxe resort or nearby cottages and inn. Call Great 
Southern Island Adventures at 601-353-7547 /lax 601-353-7559. 





DIVING IN HAINAN—SOUTH SEA INT’L OCEAN CLUB 

PADI facility, Scubapro equip, shore dives, boat dives, wreck dives all 
avail. here. We can handle your travel arrangement as well. Call our 
agent in Hong Kong. Tel: 852-28542722. Fax:852-28156168 





COSTA RICA 


800-247-3483 
Fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 


BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS 
Beautiful La Costa Resort and 
Costa Rica’s #1 dive operator. 
Complete air/land/dive packages. 
BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS US/CANADA 800-525-3833 
International reputation for friendly service & world class diving. 
Turtles, mantas, and sharks located at dive sites minutes from 


your resort. Green Season Specials CA. 510-794-1599 
EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS 1-800-525-3833 
Costa Rica’s premier dive resort Pacific Coast. Prolific 
pelagics, year-round diving. Info El Octoal Diving P.O. Box 
025216 Miami FL 33102-5216 Fax 506-670-0083 
LA SIRENA, COSTA RICA Toll Free 1-888-LSirena 


Dive through “walls” of fish and encounter sharks, mantas, 
and turtles. Personal and complete service with a club-like 
atmosphere. FREE info., http:/Awww.costarica. org/sirena/ 
TROPIC WORLD DIVING STATION 506 661 2039 Fx 506-661-2069 
P.O. Box 1504-4050 Alajuela Costa Rica. PADI courses. 
Daily schedule of 1 & 2 tanks dive, night diving. Tambor 
Renee el ey on rau mene BRED: ayalt 





Cu RACAO 


DUTCH CARIBBEANRESORTS —__ 1-800-327-3286 
Stay in modern fully furn. apts in prime resort areas, nr top 
dive sites. 3, 4 & 7 nt pkgs. from $279, incl’s diving w/Underwater 
Curacao rent. car, tax & svc chrgs, “meet & escort” airport svc. 
Princess Divers/Princess Beach 800/9dancer or 800/3273286 
Princess Divers, on the ground of Crowne Plaza Princess 
Beach Resort & Casino, is a PADI 5-Star Peter Hughes 
Facility. Dive pkg. & instruction video, photo & more. 


DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 


PUNTA CANA DIVE CENTER Ph 809-221-2262 Fx 809-686-0165 
Full service PADI dive center with multi-lingual staff, located 
in beautiful Punta Cana Beach Resort. 

“Barrier” reef is only 5 min. away all inclusive avail. 
SAMANA DIVING, “El Portillo Beach Resort.” Best diving of the 
island 4 days 3 nights pkg from U.S. $487.00 p/p all inclusive 
ask for brochure and information Tel: (809) 240-6100. Prieto 
Tours EPS A-204 7801 N.W. 37th. St. Miami, FL 33166-6559 
TREASURE DIVERS FAX/TEL 1-809-523-4819/5320 
South: Don Juan B. R., Boca Chica—Caves, Wrecks 

West: Rivera Beach R., Barahona—Sharks, Rays 

Overnight Diving Safari and sailing—diving excursions 








800-554-2SEA 


CRYSTAL DIVERS/LOMALOMA RESORT 
Discover the unexplored reefs of the Northern Lau Group. 
Personalized diving, private island resort - 7 oceanfront 


Bures, int’! cuisine. Indiv/grp pkgs. § Ph/fax 415-566-6672 
DIVE KADAVU MATANA RESORT FIJI BEST FOR LESS 
Virgin Reefs—4 dives per day 
Bure accommodation—E-6 Lab 

Ph. 011-679-311780 Fax 011-679-303860 
DIVE TAVEUNI RESORT 800-247-3483 
World-class topside and underwater. Fax 206-441-5431 
Dive world renowned Somosomo 206-441-3483 
Straits. Complete air/land/dive packages. 
MALAWAI, KADAVU 011-679-520102 
An ideal dive vacation. Unspoiled, unpopulated, 
unusually perfect. Video available. P.O. Box 1277, 
Suva, Fiji Islands Fax 011-679-361536 
MARLIN BAY RESORT U.S./Canada 800-525-3833 
Luxury styled resort on BEQA LAGOON. Excel. accom., 
grt. food, friendly staff, and legendary Fiji diving. Complete 
indiv/grp pkgs. LANDFALL ADV. TRVL. CA. 510-794-1599 
MOODY’S NAMENA ISLAND 800-348-3436 FAX 916-783-2995 
Dive/snorkel renown Namena Barrier Reef, minutes from 
private island comfort, deserted beaches, only 10 guests, 
aurisad spaesapee available at reasonable cost. Call now 





AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - - - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate 
dive boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! 


Free video available. ph/303-494-8384 fax/303-494-1202 
GALAPAGOS—Y ou, 9 other divers and our licensed naturalist 
will live aboard yacht to explore more islands than any other 
Galapagos expedition. FREE BROCHURE (510) 420-1550 
Inca Floats, Inc. 1311D 63rd St., Emeryville, CA 94608 
GALAPAGOS’ FINEST “MISTRAL” 800-247-2925 
Best itin. from 8 to 21 days. Expert guiding, safety, exper., 
personalized svc. For charters or individuals land extensions 
available. Quasar Nautica/Tumbaco —_ Fax (305) 592-7060 
LAMMER LAW—95 ft. Trimarine US/CANADA 800-525-3833 
Experience unique u/w and topside wildlife encounters 
aboard this elegant diver dedicated live-aboard. 

LANDFALL ADVENTURE TRAVEL  __ 





_CA. 510-794- ape? 





CALYPSO DIVING CENTRE, ‘AGIOS GORDIS BEACH 661/53101 
Marasli Street 24 Corfu, Greece. Ideal for families, FAX 661/53369 
singles or Irg parties. Half board accom. FAX 661/34319 
Excellent diving for novices & expert. PADI dvg school 





TRUE BLUE INN 809-444-2000 
Dive the Caribbean’s largest shipwreck the “Blanca C”. 
PADI approved resort & dive operation. Certifications. 
1 & 2 bedroom self-contained apts. & cottages on waterfront. 


SCUBA EXPRESS 809-444-2133 


LaSOURCE Ph 800-549-3483 Fax 305-672- 
5861 Luxury all-inclusive beach resort with massages, 
facials etc. PADI certificate $350-over 25 sites, Bianca C, 
mgt dives, all-included for certified divers. 





i 800- 950- DIVE 
1-808-879-DIVE 


BILLS SCUBA SHACK 

2349 S. Kihei Rd. Kihei, HI 96753 
PADI-NITROX CENTER-IANTD 
Rentals, Retail, Boats, Certifications. 








DAN’S DIVE SHOP-PADI 5 STAR 1-800-527-6377 
660 Ala Moana Blvd. Honolulu, HI. 96813 1-808-536-6181 
Dive “Y0257” Wreck, Rainbow Reef, etc. Call for free Info. 


Retail, Rental, Air & Repair. Best Service & Best Prices. 


DIVE MAKAI CHARTERS 808/329-2025 
P.O. Box 2955, Kailua-Kona, Hl 96745. Private PADI Instruction. 
Diving with a difference—we care! Write to Tom & Lisa. 


Rated Kona’s best every year since ‘76 by Undercurrent. 


DIVE MAUI PH 808-667-2080 
900 Front St., Lahaina HI 96761. Outer island tours. Walls, 
caverns, Sea turtles, pinnacles, reefs! PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS, 
EANX training. Great dives great prices! offshore@maui.net 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES 1-800-635-1273 
P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 808-879-3584 
“Dive w/ERDA and experience the best Maui has to offer”. 
SkinDiver 1/95. Call for a FREE comprehensive info. pkg. 
ECO-ADVENTURES in Hawaii 800-949-DIVE/FAX 808-329-7091 
Fun 2-tank charters w/lunch; blue-water & long range dives. 
Manta dives; ANDI Nitrox; PADI 5*IDC, Air/Room/Car pkgs. 
43’ Vessel. “no worry atmosphere” _—ecodive@ilhawaii.net 
HAWAIIAN DIVERS 1-800-525-7234 1-808-329-5662/329-2243 
Fun charters manta, night dives, referrals/instruction/tech 
room/car pkgs. Great dives, best prices/small group charters. 
E-mail: hawdiver@hawaiian-divers.com PADI/SSI/IANTD/NITROX 
JACK’S DIVING LOCKER 1-800-345-4807/1-808-329-7585 
75-5819 Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 Retail, Rentals, fun crew; 
2 boats; night mantas; non-scary intro dives. Photo/video; 
SSI/NAUI/PAD | 4% & www. ilhawaii.net/~dive 
KONA COAST DIVERS Professionalism since 1967 
http://konacoastdivers.com NAUleSSl*PADI 5 & IDC 
E-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net One stop facility/Boat 
800/562-3483 ° 808/329-8802 ¢ Fax 808/329-5741 
LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. 1-800-998-3483 
Explore Maui, Molokini & Lanai daily on our new 48’ jet boats. 
One stop facility for charters, rentals, retail & training (PADI 5%, 
SSI, NAUI) at 143 Dickenson in Lahaina, Maui (lahainadivers.com) 
MANTA RAY DIVES OF HAWAII, INC 1-800-98MANTA 
24 hr. resv. Scuba tours, certification, equipment rentals, 
sportfishing charters, snorkel tours. Come stay with us at 
the Kona Surf Resort & Country Club on 550 acres of Kona. 
MAUI DIVE SHOP—Kihei, Lahaina, Kahului (800) 542-3483 
P.O. Box 1018, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753, FAX 808/871-5149 
Maui’s Largest dvg retailer, 9 isl locations, Dly Boat 
charters, scuba lessons, rentals, PADI 5 Star Facility. 

MIKE SEVERNS DIVING (808) 879-6596 
P.0. BOX 627, Kihei, Maui, Hi 96753. Relaxed, personal, 
informative diving for certified divers and photographers. 
Guided by Hawaii Biologist. Max 6 divers. 
SANDWICH ISLE DIVERS 75-5729 Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
Dly boat chtrs, 6 divers max, 20 yrs. Kona night dives & more! 
Full retail shop rentals repairs classes PADI/NAUI/YMCA more. 
Info@8083299188/Fx 3265652. E-mail: sandive@aloha.net 
SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS PADI-5 STAR 808-922-0852 
Dive the MAHI shipwreck Makaha, caverns and more with Oahu’s 
Wreck and Cavern Specialists serving OAHU since 1962. 
2155 Kalakaua Ave #112 Honolulu H| 96815 Fax 808-922-0853 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER 808/955-5151 Fax 808/955-6766 
1734 Kalakaua Ave. Hon. HI 96826 

PADI 5 STAR & NAUI Certification courses 3 days. 
Daily Boat Dives, rentals, sales, service, best prices! 


HONDURAS 
BAY ISLANDS 


CASA DE LA PLAYA SANDY BAY ROATAN. 

Private houses by the sea. 2 bed. Maid/mdrn fac. Dis. dive pkgs. 
Scuba/snork in Marine Reserve. 4/$800 wk. Brochure. U.S. 
800-335-4806 Roatan tel/fax 414 582-4806. Dorothy Reid, prop. 
CASA SOBRE EL MAR (HOME OVER THE SEA) GUANAJA 
Small resort, over a coral reef, 85 ft. deep off dock. Lrg guestrms 
each w/bath & hot water. $595 p/p for 7 dy & 7 nt. Incl. all meals, 








boat, guide, tanks & air. 22 years in business. 800-869-7295 


NAUTILUS DIVE RESORT/GUANAJA 800-535-7063 
World class diving in a beautiful private plantation resort. 6 
rooms/6 baths, some with AC, full service, custom dive boat 


full dive shop. Speciality dive training. Fishing & hiking avail. 






OAK BAY RESORT/ROATAN Phone 011-504-45-2337 
Beachfront apartment, 6 boat dives, unlimited shore dives, 
free advanced open water or rescue course. 5 nts $395pp, 
7nts $425pp. Call direct and save $$$$, airport pick up. 


OCEAN DIVERS/SUNSET INN ROATAN Tei/fx 011-504-451005 


Beachfront Resort in West End village. Opposite Marine 
Reserve, personal professional operation. PADI, NAUI, BSAC 
courses. Max 8 persons per boat. 7 nights from $520 


OFF THE WALL DIVERS & ECOSPORTS ROATAN 800-382-7776 


Unstructured diving adventures since 1978. Fast Boats, 
Small Groups, Superb Walls. Instruction, Referrals, Rentals. 
Sail, Kayak, Waterski, Trailbike pkgs. w/wo Food & Airfare. 


CAYOS COCHINOS-PLANTATION BEACH RESORT 800-628-3723 


Smithsonian Biological Reserve - Maximum 20 divers 

The Best Little Dive Resort in the Western Caribbean 
Phone/Fax: 504-42-0974 - E-mail: hkinett@hondutel.hn 
REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN FX 210-733-7889 800-328-8897 
Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. 
Meals, 2 boat & shore diving daily, 1 nt. dv p/week $725 
MAYAN RUINS, adventure & sightseeing tours on Mainland. 
ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 33576 800/282-8932. 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and Fishing available. 
Beach House rentals, Mayan ruins and more. 

PADI IDC/IEs UTILA ISLAND DIVER’S DEPOT 


EK and Sally Sowell teach IDCs before Utila IEs. We can 
arrange Advanced Open Water through Divemaster before IDC. 
Fax: (011) 4 409- 564- 4704 


Ph: (011) 409-564-3483 





DIVE DERAWAN-INDONESIAN BORNEO 800-443-0799 
Dive with mantas/turtles in pristine Sangalaki/Derawan/Kakaban 
islands off Indonesia’s Borneo. Week packages from $1130. 

roars avail w/ air from US fax 415 442-0289 ph. 41 9-442- 0799 





Tel: 809- 973- 1845/Fax. 4875 
Small groups, personalized service, w/resort hotels, Runaway 
Bay & Montego Bay. http://www.infochan.com/jamaqua 
E-mail: jamaqua@infochan.com 
NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE 
P.O. Box #49, Negril Jamaica. PADI Dive Shop. Beg. lessons 
dive pkg cert. Video camera rental, night dive specialists 3 dives 


JAMAQUA SCUBA CENTRE 


PH/Fax 809 957-4425 


an with qualified instructors and guides. , 8008 818- 2963 





HON INTERNATIONAL D DIVE : COLLEGE & & RESORT 81 55-827- 1868 
Japan’s finest dive resort & training facility. Oceanfront 
villa/42’ custom dive boat. Training & worldwide placement 
of Japanese instructors. USA owned & operated. 

MAXDIVE, JAPAN 8152-211-1772 FAX 8152-201-3940 
2-18-34, Nishiki, Naka-Ku, Nagoya, 460, Japan. 

30 years of safety and quality divings. Instructions in big 
training pool. Sales, tours with care. U/W photo. —5s_—> 


MALAYSIA 


ADVENTURE DIVING WITH BORNEO DIVERS. 

Dive fantastic Sipadan Island. Beach hut accom. Grp spec./indiv. 
pkgs from $2375 p/p incl air from W. Coast/accom./diving. 
12 day pkg. | FAX: 415/442-0289 or call 800 443-0799. 
ADVENTURE IN BORNEO AND BEYOND... 800-346-6116 
Diving Sipadan Island and Malaysia since 1989. 

Call Ken or Jolene for the real story. 

ISLAND DREAMS Fax (713) 973-8585 
ABDILLAH SIPADAN PARADISE _ Fax: 6088-233562, 235055 
Dive & stay at Sipadan daily 3 boat dives, unlimited wall dives. 
Open 365 ¢ OPT: ECO/ADVENT. Tour Borneo. P.O. Box 12248 
88825 Kota Kinabbalu, Sabah, Malaysia. Tel: 6088-223918 





BORNEO DIVERS 

Nobody knows Borneo better. 
Contact our US rep for complete 
air/land/dive packages. 

PULAU SIPADAN RESORT on Sipadan Island. 6089-765200 
Fax: 6089763575. P.O. Box 61120, 91021 Tawau Sabah, 
Malaysia world renowned wall dives just front resort. Daily 3 
boat dives/unitd. wall dives. Sundeck looking sunset. Open 365 
SIPADAN & SANGALAKI IS BORNEO DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Borneo’s best diving destinations! Back again! Special rates 
until Dec 96! Call for details! Great land extensions in Borneo! 
Dive Discovery CA 415/256-8890 fax 415/258-9115 


800-247-3483 
fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 





ADVENTURE MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD “KOI MALA” 800 443-0799 
Affordable and HIGH VOLTAGE diving in comfort on 80’ KO! MAL 6 
dbl cabins w/head. 13 nt package inclu air from LA $3895 or boat 

only $2250 (9nts) BEST DIVING IN MALDIVES Fax 415 442-0289 

#1 MALDIVE LIVE-ABOARD 800-247-3483 
80 ft. MANTHIRI ... Don’t settle for less. Fax 206-441-5431 
Pvt cabins with bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! 206-441-3483 


$250/night. Discounted airfares. 





AKUMAL, YUCATAN, MEXICO 800-448-7137 
Caribbean dive packages in small resort near Cancun and 
Cozumel. Beachfront condo and reef dives. Cave diving also 
available. Call Akumal Vacations for brochure. 

AQUA WORLD PH 52 98 852288 FAX 52 98 852299 
Cancun’s only PADI 5 Star IDC Dive Center. 

Resort & 2 tank dives, night dives, PADI certifications. 
E-mail: aquaworld@www.interacces.com.mx 

BAJA EXPEDITIONS-SEA OF CORTEZ 800-843-6967 
LA PAZ live-aboard and day dive hotel packages. 
Experienced crews and professional service since 1974. 
Fax: 619-581-6542 or E-mail: travel@bajaex.com 

COZUMEL BEACHFRONT HOME/DIVE PACKAGES 

Flexible fast trips with pickup at your vacation home. Multi 
dive discounts. 1-10 Br Homes. Individual Attention. 
800/833-5971 BLUE BUBBLE DIVER FAX/ 212/979-2993 
CABO SAN LUCAS VILLAS, CONDOS, DIVE PACKAGES 
Dive Socorro Island, Gorda Banks, Cabo Pulmo & More!! 
Full Service Dive Facilities, Live-Aboard Charters. 
1-800-745-2226 Free Brochures Land/Dive/Air Pkgs. 

DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL THE BEST THERE IS! 
The best in personalized service. For a (800) 308-5125 
wealth of free info./reservations callor Fax 206-441-5431 
write 111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109. 011-52-987-21007 
COZUMEL - VACATION HOMES -DIVE W/FELIPE QUINONES 
Dive boat pickup at your private villa on the beach. Custom 
diving, food/cook pkgs, cars, 1-11 Bdrm Villas 

800-484-9014 Ext. 7070 Fax 918-742-3353 
DIVING ADVENTURES/COZUMEL 800-243-7480 
Specializing in Personal Service, Fast Boats and Small 
Groups w/safety. All Boats well equipped, Multi Dive discounts. 
All Levels of Scuba Instr. Home & Condos available. 
COZUMEL DIVE GETAWAYS 800-346-9470 Fax 806-798-1218 
Dive on the Careyitos and stay at new 2 bdrm apts & 3-5 
bdrm villas w/full kitchen, maid, A/C sleeps 1-10, pool, spa, 
rinse tank. E-mail 103503.304@compuserve.com 
COZUMEL VILLAS/DIVE PALANCAR 1-800-251-9649 
Absolutely charming 1-3 bedroom town & beach villas. 
Pool, maid, from $300/week 

Dive trips with Dive Palancar available. 

COZUMEL VILLAS EL CARACOL/VEC DIVERS 1-800-291-2715 
!Your mini-hacienda from $400/wk! Eight homes w/pool & 
gardens. Maid, AC, gear room. Resident mgr. custom dive 
specialists. Group discounts. Fx 210-896-3588 US owners 
COPPER SKY’S SUPERB SOCORRO/SEA OF CORTEZ DIVING 
Live-aboard charters for groups to 12 aboard splendid 88 ft. 
schooner; mantas, sharks & more divedavs. Group Wholesale 
rates. Fax 604-433-8808 or Email-copprsky@direct.ca 
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COZUMEL - GRAND CLUB CROWN PRINCESS 1-800-504-0552 
Unlimited diving, hotel, food & beverage. Cost $139/person/mo. 
For one year, unlimited # of stays. Children & guests free. 
Membership is for 2 adults. Fax 713-978-6364 
COZUMEL LA PERLA BEACH AND DIVE RESORT 1-800-852-6404 
A/C dbl room, balcony above the ocean. Fax 011-52-987-20819. 
A 5 pool private beach & pier. Ph 011 52-987-20188. Terrific 
snorkeling off of your door, 6 passsenger, fast boat. 

PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL  CALL/FAX 1-800-588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive & jeep 
rental pkgs. Washington, DC area call/fax 301-588-4829 
COZUMEL/SCUBA-DU 5298720322 ext 4109 fax 5298724130 
The best in customized service. 4 custom fully equipped 
dive boats. Bilingual divemasters PADI/NAUI Dive Center. 
All levels of scuba instr. Hotel dive pkgs. 

SEA OF CORTEZ / LA PAZ 800-999-BAJA 
La Concha Beach Resort & Condominiums. Every room, 
suite & condo has an ocean view. Manta rays, whales, & 
whale sharks. Dive packages available. Free brochure. 
SCUBA CANCUN (98) 831011 & PH/FAX 842336 EVE. 
First PADI 5 Star Dive Center in Cancun. CMAS, NASDS, tours. 
Courses referrals. Excomm DVR Military & Police DV instr mgr. 
40+yrs dv exp. MexCanadian Box 517 Cancun Q Roo 77500. 
BAJA TIO WATERSPORTS 800-246-6226 
6 PADI/SSI stores in Los Cabos and other locations. 

Fast boats, sm grps, top equip. air/hotel/dive packages. 
www.tiosports.com info@tiosports.com Fx 310-379-0896 







BIKINI ATOLL, MARSHALL ISLANDS 800-U-GO-DIVE 
Finally open after 40 years, the best in the pacific: 

Aircraft Carrier Saratoga, Japanese Battleship Nagato, 

Cen Pac Dive Exp Fax 714-851-3111 or ph: 692-625-3250 
CARP ISLAND RESORT PALAU 011 680-488-2978 Ph 680-488-3155 Fx 
Natural paradise island surrounded by priv. beaches, ocean 
& neighboring Rock Islands. Close to Palau’s premier dive 
sites. Pkgs avail.: Diving/Fishing/Land Tour Accommodations 
FAMED FISH N’ FINS 800-247-3483 
Divers and the Palau Marina FAX 206-441-5431 
Hotel. Micronesia’s only true WA 206-441-3483 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 
KOSRAE NAUTILUS RESORT PH. 691-370-3567 FX 691-370-3568 
Enjoy peace & tranquillity. Dive Kosrae, “Jewel of Micronesia” 
Virgin walls & drop-offs to explore. Custom boat with full 
shade cover. Visit ancient ruins, WWII caves, waterfalls. 
MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL & YAP DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Rarely visited dive sites offering magical 

walls caverns & channels! Mantas, eagle rays, sharks, 
lionfish, cuttlefish & more! Intact culture! Specl. 5 nt pkgs. 
PALAU-PETER HUGHES SUN DANCER 619-270-2900 FX 490-1002 
All gay trip March 12, ‘97 with optional Yap & Truk Tours. 
Undersea Expeditions - the Gay/Lesbian Scuba specialists. 
Dive with “family” year-round e-mail: underseax@aol.com 
SPLASH 1-800-247-3483 
Palau’s only PADI 5 Star dive center. Splash offers dive 
tours and Nikonos photo/video center conveniently located 
at the Palau Pacific Resort. Fax 011 (680) 488-1741 
TRUK STOP HOTEL PH 691 330-4232 FAX 691 330-2286 
23 rooms, Restaurant and Bar. Located right on the water 
and less than one mile from the airport. Guests are within 
easy walking distance of major stores and dive shops. 


| PAPUA 

| NEW GUINEA 
ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT 800-443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. AFFORDABLE PNG 
from $210 p/p p/dive. Res/info FAX 415 442-0289 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72'MV FEBRINA 800/443-0799 
5, 7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $300 per person/ 


per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving with luxury accommodations. Fax 415 442 0289 
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AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVE-ABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 
for information packages including free video 

PH/303 494-8384 or FAX 303-494-1202 







M/Y NAUTIKA 100’ A/C DIVE BOAT 5-7 DAYS 1-800-359-0747 
Dive the best reefs in Philippines Sulu Sea. Cebu, Apo. 

Ph: (632) 7135648 to 49 Fax: (632) 614230 44 Brixton Hill. 
e-mail: nautika@mnl.sequel.net.Sta.Mesa.Manila 

WHITETIP DIVERS PH (632) 526-0433 FAX (632) 522-1165 
Dive the wrecks of Coron Bay with Discovery Dviers or anywhere in 
the Philippines. Other pkgs. avail. We do it all. WHITETIP, 
Joncor II Bldg unit 206, 1362 A. Mabini, Ermita. MM Phil 


m| PUERTO RICO im 


CARIBE AQUATIC ADVENTURES 787-729-2929 FX 787-723-6770 
Radisson Normandie Hotel, PO Box 2470, San Juan, 00902-2470. 
Best little critter reef dvg & watersports, NAUI & PADI instr. 
Recipients NAUI Pro Facility Award. 23 years experience. 
CORAL HEAD DIVERS, NAUIPRO FAC. 1 800/635-4529 
Box 10246, Humacao, P.R. 00792 809/850-7208 Puerto 
Rico's SCUBA at its VERY BEST! DAILY BOAT DIVES. 

Over 24 sites within 20 minutes from our dock. 







AQUA SPORT RED SEA PH 97276334404 FX 97276333771 
PADI 5x Diving courses at all levels. 35 years in the Red 
Sea. Fast dive boats/live-aboard/shore diving/Sinai Safaris 
3 great locations Eilat, Taba Hilton, Nuweiba Hilton Egypt 
#1 CAMEL DIVE CLUB - SHARM EL SHEIKH, EGYPT 
Live-aboards, Resort packages, Camel Safaris; Direct Tel: 
011-20-62-600700; FAX 011-20-62-600601 US REP 
800/821-6670 (Nationwide/Canada); 800-262-6670 (CA only) 
CORAL QUEEN 1-800-809-0305 
7 cabins fully A/C unlimited dive, weekly 

Saturday departure to the South & Brothers Islands, 

special rate $1390 per person. 

DIVERS LODGE LAND BASED PACKAGES __ 1-800-809-0305 
Sharm & Hurghada: Movenpick $699 (sgi supl avl). Pkg incl 7 
nts Htl, BB diy, 6 dys-2 dives p/d. xfer aprt/htl/aprt. Excl Live- 
aboard avl. PADI, NAUI, CMAS trng, RT air frm $600 ex NYC. 
FANTASEA II - 115 FT LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD 

Fantasea Cruises 2019 Westgate Ave. LA, CA 90025 
Tel: (800) 390-DIVE, Fax: (310) 571-7154, www.fantasea.com. 
25th year of Red Sea operation. Dive S. Egyptian Islands 
FORTUNA II, LIVE-ABOARD 1-800-809-0305 
Aval ind & grps from $1990 + tax p.p., spcl in July only. Brothers 
trips fr $2390 + tax. Dpt Thur. 8 dy trip, incl RT air fr NYC, unltd 
dives, meals, xfers. Nobody buys retail anymore, why should you? 
M/Y FORTUNA | & Il 800-247-3483 
Luxury live-aboards for (Fax) 206-441-5431 


12 and 16 guests. (WA) 206-441-3483 
Weekly 7 night departures 
GHAZALA FLEET 800-247-3483 


Choose from the 4 luxurious live-aboards of famed Sinai 
Divers. Diving both the northern and southern Egyptian Red 
Sea. 25 yrs. experience. Fax 206-441-5431 WA 206-441-3483 
RAERIS | 98’ SUPERIOR LIVE-ABOARD 800-854-9334 
Fm Sharm El Shiekh, Dive Vessel Reputed Best by SDM. 
Whole Boat Charters or group booking with minimum of 8. 
Egypt Land Tours-Discount Airfares. | FAX 714-644-5329 
RED SEA SPORTS CLUB, EILATISRAEL Tel. 972-7-376569 
All levels of PADI Courses, shore diving wkly Sinai Dive Safari. 
Daily boat dive to Coral Island. Egypt live-aboard diving the 
“Poolster.” Hotel & diving special offers. Fax 972-7-374083 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 140’ SEA SURVEYOR 800-443-0799 
Dive the SUDAN/ERITERA/YEMEN Apr-Nov 10-14 day sched 
trips from $2300. Groups chtrs avail. Fax 415-442-0289, 
415-442-0799. E-mail: adventure@AdventureExpress.com 


#1 SINAI DIVE CLUB AT FAYROUZ HILTON HOTEL 

Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt. The choice for U.S. dvs. 1st class svc. 
Live-aboard Angelina || and land-based diving arrangements pkgs. 
011/20-62-600138-140, Fax 62-601040, 1-800 443-0799 
#1-A SINAI DIVERS 800-247-3483 
Sharm el Sheikh. FAX 206-441-5431 
Ghazala Hotel dive package $699 206-441-3483 
for 7 nights/6 dive days. Discounted airfares. Sd aya 






CAPTAIN’S QUARTER HOTEL 800-883-SABA 
Romantic Victorian Inn. Great Pinnacle. Wall, reef diving. 
Pkg. rates w/all dive shops incl. Full bkfast & box lunch. 
SABA - “THE UNSPOILED QUEEN OF THE CARIBBEAN 

DIVE SABA-SABA DIVERS 1-800-883-SABA 
713-467-8835 or Fax 713-461-6044 

One stop shop for individual, group, charter diving. Air, 
rates available. Extention diving to St. Eustatius 

JULIANAS 800-328-5285 INSABA 011-599-4-62269 
10 guestrooms & Flossie’s Cottage nestled into a garden 
setting overlooking the ocean. All rooms have balconies, pool 
and Tropics restaurant on site. | Dive packages available. 
SABA DEEP DIVE CENTER 011-599-46-3347 
P.O. Box 22, Fort Bay, Saba, NA. FAX: 011-599-46-3397 
Full service dive center, restaurant, boutique, training facility. NAUI 
and PADI. Learn to dive or how to dive better. Down deep, we care. 
SEA SABA DIVE CENTER Ph:011-599-46-2246 FAX/599-46-2362 
Individuals or groups: our friendly, prof. dive instrs. show you 
the best of the Saba Marine Park. Lrg 40° boats are 
comfortable and uncrowded. Pkgs w/accm. 800-328-5285 


SEYCHELLES 


FANTASEA II - 115 FT LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD 
Fantasea Cruises 2019 Westgate Ave. LA, CA 90025 
Tel: (800) 390-DIVE Fax:(310) 571-7154. www.fantasea.com.. 
The only live-aboard to the incredible Aldabra Atoll. 


SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 


#1 LIVE-ABOARD BILIKIKI 800-247-3483 
Dive the best of the Solomons in 120 feet of Fax 206-441-5431 
comfort. Scheduled 7 - 14 day departures. 206-441-3483 
Discounted airfare. Contact U.S. Reps direct. 

DIVE GIZO 1-800-443-0799 FAX 415-442-0289 
Dive 3 WWII fighter planes/intact 450’ Japanese wreck, also 
SUPERB coral & tropicals at Grand Central Station-from $140 

















KENNETH’S DIVE CENTRE 
P.O. Box 826 Basseterre St. Kitts. 


Fax (809) 466-5320 
Explore St. Kitts & dive its virgin reefs & shipwrecks. PADI 
cert. 3 custom dive boats - Personal service our speciality 







ANSE CHASTANET HOTEL SCUBA ST. LUCIA 809/459-7000 
P.O. Box 7000, Soufriere, PADI 5-Star, Fax 809 459-7700 
Beach/Boat/Wall/Night Divg., Dive Pkgs, 800 328-5285 
Accom., 2 Bars/Rest., Comp., Snork., Winds., Sailing, Tennis 
LeSPORT PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Dive vacation with a difference -FREE DIVING plus facial 
massages, Seaweed wraps, meals, drinks, taxes & gratuities. 
PADI certificate $350. Call for info & reservations. 
RENDEZVOUS PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Couples only all-inclusive beach resort - INTIMATE & ELEGANT. 
Resort course & diving included, PADI certificate from $350. 
Call for info & reservations. 








WYNDHAM MORGAN BAY RESORT/Dive Fair Helen 1-800-327-8150 
P.O. Box 21766 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335. All inclusive resort 
with wind surfing Kayaks waterskiing sailing tennis & more. 
Dive pana from $730. Ph 954-462-3400 Fx 954-462- aes 





1-800-544-6576 


OCEAN FRONTIERS—EASTEND 
Grand Cayman’s new frontier. Pristine diving, small groups, 
new boat, FREE, pick-ups, 7 nites/6 days diving $555 pp.do. 


Internet http://oceanfrontiers.com or call 809-947-7500 
TRADEWINDS DIVE CENTER 011 599 5 75176 
PADI & SSI Facility. 5 minutes Fax 011 599 5 23605 
from cruise ships. Daily boat dives located at Great Bay 


Marina dock. Behind Chesterfelds Restaurant in Philipsburg 
| ST. VINCENT & | 
THE GRENADINE 





SUNSPORTS DIVE CENTER-BEQUIA U.S./CANADA 800-525-3833 
Discover pristine reefs & uncrowded boats with Sunsports a 
PADI full service dive center located on Bequia. Afford- 

able pkgs avail. 


LANDFALL ADV TVL CA-510/794-1599 





ARCHIPELS ADVENTURE DIVE CRUISES 800-443- 0799 
Dive cruises for individuals or full boat charters in Rangiroa or 
Marquesas. 60’ a/c catamaran sleeps 8. Gourmet French cuisine 
Le $2450 7 night trip. Fax 442- 0289. Call 415- He: 0799 





BURMA BANKS/SIMILAN ISL LIVE-ABOARD MV FANTASEA 
98 ft. a/c, E6 proc/PADI 5 star center day trips courses 
Fantasea Divers P.O. Box 20, Patong, Phuket 83150, Ph/Fax 
6676-340309 USA Rep 800-443-0799/Fax 415-442-0289 
DIVE MASTER CO., LTD. LIVE-ABOARD DIVE MASTER II 
Unforgettable services, Unlimited drinks, Unsurpassed diving 
110/63 Ladprao 18, Bangkok 10900 Fax 662-9384218 
PADI/NAUI Courses. Trips to Andaman Sea/Gulf of Thailand 
LIVE-ABOARD MV ANDAMAN SEAFARER (A/C) FX: 66 76 381 219 
5 Day dive cruises to Similan/Surin or Southern Islands 
PADI/NAUI Cert. Day dives: Shark Point, Racha, Phi-Phi 
PIDC Divers 1/10 Viset Road (Chalong Bay) PHUKET 83130 





MAN FRIDAY DIVING, Charlotteville Tobago, WI. 809-660-4676 
World class PADI diving small groups of 6. 40+ virgin sites, 
walls, drifts, pinnacles, Mantas and much more. 

USA TOLL FREE call Pan Caribe Tours _ 800-525-6896 


[TURKS & CAICOS| 





ISLANDS 


PHONE 809- 946- 1408 
Pristine diving on spectacular wall minutes off Grand Turk. 
PADI/NAUI, photo services. Choice of A/C beachfront 
accommodations. Pool/tennis/fitness ctr./kitchens avail. 


DIVE GRAND TURK! 


DIVE PROVO Unspoiled Caribbean walls 800-234-7768 
on Provo at Turquoise Reef Resort & Casino, PADI 5-Star, 

4 boats-fully equipped, awesome walls, pelagics, corals +++ 
inst/photo, reef ID pkgs & groups 305-351-9771/809-946-5029 
FLAMINGO DIVERS 1-800-204-9282 PH/FAX 809-946-4193 
Fabulous secret of the Caribbean - West Caicos - French Cay 
- N.W. Point. Small Groups - Fast Comfortable Boats 
Friendly Experienced & Informative Staff. 

OASIS DIVERS - GRAND TURK 1-800-892-3995 
We spoil you with unbeatable service and unbelievable 
diving on the spectacular walls of the Caribbean. 

PADI inst, photo, night dives, snorkeling, personal attn. 





ART PICKERING’S PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 
The Turks & Caicos’ premiere dive operation estab 1970. 
Facilities at both the Turtle Cove Inn and Ocean Club. 

PADI, NAUI/SSI. Call direct (809) 946-4232 Fax 941-5296. 
PROVO AQUATIC ADVENTURES 800-967-3483 
On Provo at Royal Bay Resort & Villas - New 4-Star Resort 
305-489-7749/809-946-8000 x149 dive unspoiled walls! 

Big time beauty-life-luxury, inst., jet boats, PADI, grps & pkgs. 
TURTLE INN DIVERS (800) 359-3483 FAX (815) 623-6574 
Enjoy the beautiful waters of Providenciales. Come dive or 
snorkel on our 45’ custom built catamaran equipped with 4 
test water showers and marine head on board. — 


CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO-ON ST. JOHN - 800/835-7730 
NAUI/PADI 5 Star Facility 809 776-6234 
Diving every day in US Nat’l park with 4 boats and 15 staff. 
Accommodations from budget to Hyatt LUXURY Resort. 
DIVE EXPERIENCE 809-773-3307 800-235-9047 
P.O. Box 4254, Christiansted, St. Croix, USV! 00822 

First PADI 5 Star IDC Center - Resort to Instructor training 
Boat dives, walls, wrecks and world famous fish feed.!!! 
DIVE IN! at Sapphire Beach Resort & Marina 809/775-6100 X2144. 
P.O. Box 5664, St. Thomas, USV! 00803 1-800-524-2090 
PADI Dive Center located at deluxe beachfront resort 
Custom dive boat. Friendly, professional staff. 

LOW KEY WATERSPORTS _ Ph/Fax: SHOP-809/693-8999 
P.O. Box 716 St. John USVI 00831 800/835-7718 

PADI 5 Star IDC Center, certification, & referrals. Diving for 
beginners thru experts. Small groups, Personal attention. 
SEA TRADE LTD/SEA HORSE II 809/774-2001 Fx 809-777-9600 
505 Crown Bay Marina,St. Thomas 00802 Cruise ship 
pickup. Reef/Wreck, Full Gear Guided Tours, PADI Cert., 
Sales, Service, Repairs, Air. E-mail: DIVE USVI@aol.com 
ST. THOMAS DIVING CLUB 1-800-LETS DIV/538-7348 
A PADI 5 Star IDC Center. Reef dives, wreck dives, most 
ten minutes from our private dock. Full day trips to RMS 
Rhone special discounts for dive/training packages. 
UNDERWATER SAFARIS (809) 774-1350 






P.O. Box 8469, St. Thomas, U.S.V.1. 00801. PADI 5 Star 
Daily Boat Dives, Rentals. Next to Cruise Ship Dock at 
Ramada Yacht Haven Marina and Frenchman's Reef Hotel 





LOS ROQUES — 800-247-3483 
Caribbean’s most action packed Fax 206-441-5431 
diving aboard the 85 ft. live-aboard 206-441-3483 


ANTARES Ill. 6 cabins w/pvt. baths. Only $1375 weekly 





SEA CANOES, NATURAL HISTORY ADVENTURES 
VIETNAM, Halong Bay is a World Heritage site, 3000 islands, 
Award Winning “Quiet and Clean Travel” 
Duet Travel, Adventure Travel, 


WHERE IS YOUR OVERSEAS 


LISTING? 
eo 


OX ....cseee00000- P498 
12x .............768 


1-800-990-3839 





(213) 782-2245 or 
Fax (215) 782-2556 


in Diver Magazine 
i Divers’ Directory 
6420 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515 
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42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 
HOURS: SUN 10-4 « MON - WED 9-6 


THUR 9-7pm ¢ FRI 9-1 
PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 9 PM 


The Diver's Emportum 


E-mail: golelsure@ Aol. com 


+ HARVEY'S « TUSA % SHERWOOD % OCEANIC «> BEUCHAT % DACOR « US DIVERS «+ HENDERSON «> MARES + ORCA % OCEAN EDGE + DIVE-RITE “> SEAQUEST % SCUBA-PRO “> BLUE REEF 


BUGE REEF, 


CHAMPION 


Finally a BC where you don’t have to 
sacrifice performance, reliability, or 
fit for an economical price. Rapid 
exhaust valve, padded cummerbund, 
soft touch inflator, hard pack, two 
large pockets with quick drain, 
adjustable shoulder straps, hose 


holder & D rings. 
5139" 


MASTER 


A unique BC where stability and 
comfort come together. Complete 
soft pack, plush lining, dual tank 
bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft 
touch inflator, two large pockets with 
quick drain, adjustable straps, hose 
holder, integral cummerbund har- 
ness, extra heavy foam padding, low 


profile. s 1 79° 





ADMIRAL 


The Admiral BC offers all the features 
you have come to expect from a BC: 

e Slim design, plush lining, integral 
commerbund harness, dual tank 
bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft-touch 
inflator, two large pockets with quick 
drain, adjustable shoulder strap, hose 
holder, lower lumbar pac, extra heavy 


foam padding . $189" 


All BCs available in colors and in Small, Medium, Large, XL, and XXL 


Low Pressure Hose Included 


BLUE REEF AGRESSOR 


Decompression Computer 
¢ Patented Color-coded pictograph ¢ Instant Readability 


PYRAMID 


A true BC for the professional! Back 
inflated with integrated weight system 
up to 35 Ibs. Unrivaled comfort and 
stability. Rugged brass inflator with 
built-in over pressure valve. Lift 
Capacity up to 55 Ibs. Dual tank 


bands and 6 D 
199" 


rings. 


Dry Suits 
eNokia eHarvey’s 


eDiamond Dry Suits.Call 


Harvey’s 
Semi Dry Suit 6.5mm .239.95 


Air Plus 
Regulator - 5 


Mini Plus 
Octopus 


‘139° °59°: 


Air Plus Regulators 


A down stream demand system which provides the diver with 
reliable and high performance. 

The Air Plus is constructed of the finest materials available. 
Polyplast coating which is baked on brass at 500 degrees to 
give you the strength of brass and the protection of high impact 
plastics. Balanced piston, 2 high pressure ports, 4 low 
pressure ports, 3602 swivel 30” hose 


At Leisure-Pro, we guaran- 
tee that you will pay the low- 
est price in the nation on every 
item we sell. Here’s how it 
works. Find any identical item 
priced lower at any Authorized 
Dealer in the country that can 
be verified and we will beat 
that price by an additional 5%. 
Competitor must have item in 


e Visual Alarm ¢ Automatic Activation 
» ¢ Automatic Back lighting 
e Auto Altitude Compensating (to 10,000 ft.) 
° 9 Dive Log History ¢ Pre-Dive Scrolling Mode 
e Nitrogen Level « No Decompression Time ¢« Depth 
° Paw Wieuce se Status ¢ Maximum Depth e Botton Time 


e Temperature ¢ Dive Counter e Battery Level Status 
* User replaceable Battery ° Display area 


4.8 sq. in. © Work depth to 220 ft. 


¢ Available Wrist or Hose 


279° 


5% Discount on any 3-Piece Outfit 
with MASK, FIN and SNORKEL 


SNORKEL 
PACKAGE 


® Full Foot Fins 
e Low Volume Mask 
* Silicone Snorkel 


TUSA 


Corrective Lenses Available 


MASKS 
New TM7500Q Splendive || Call 
T5700 Split Lens Call 
TM7000Q Imprex Call 
TM3800Q Single Lens Call 
TM6000Q 4 Window Call 
TM8000Q w/purge Hyperdry Call 
TM2000Q Mini Kleio Call 
TM4000Q Kleio Call 
FINS 

Liberator Xten 5000 
Liberator Xten 5500 
IMPREX SF-7700 
IMPREX-SF-8800 Small 
XPERT SF-5900 

SNORKLES 
New SP 500Q Hyperdry 
New SP 580Q Hyperdry 
SP210 Q 
SP410 Q 
SP300 Q 
SP400Q 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Sale 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
BOOTS 
Boots 3500Z Call 
Slippers 2300 Call 


SHERWOOD MASKS 
Genesis Split Lens (4000) 41.95 
Genesis Split Lens (4200) 41.95 
Mini Mag Single Lens (4400)39.95 
Genesis 4 Window (4600) 44.95 
Genesis Slim Line (4700) 29.95 

SNORKLES 
Genesis Flex Purge 
Genesis with Purge 


SEA QUEST 
MASK 
Tetra 4 Window 
FINS 
Wenoka Reflex 


21.95 
18.95 


SCUBA 
PACKAGE 


e Silicone Flex Snorkel 
* Open Heel Fins 
¢ Silicone Mask 


5725 


U.S. DIVERS 
MASKS 

39.95 

29.95 

29.95 

29.95 

34.95 


39.95 
49.95 


Corsica Mask Tri View 
Look Split Lens 
Hawaii 1 Single Lens 
Hawaii 2 Split Lens 
Hawaii 3 
Hawaii 4/ 4 Window 
Scan Tri View 

FINS 


59.95 
32.95 


Blades 

Compro OH 
SNORKELS 

Impulse 21.95 

Flex Impulse 23.95 


Aquarius w/purge 16.95 


OCEAN MASTER 
100% Dry Snorkel only 24.95 
Proflo 22.95 

MASKS with Purge 
Equalizer Z2 39.95 
Equalizer 24 44.95 
Pro Vision 39.95 


SCUBA PRO 
MASKS 


New Hot Frames 
Tri Vent w/purge 
XQ Tri Vent 
Quad Vision 
View Split 
Focus 
Scenic 


64.95 
64.95 
59.95 
54.95 
49.95 
34.95 
42.95 


39.95 


SNORKELS 
Shotgun 2 
Twin Valve 


Futura 2 


24.95 
29.95 


FINS 
Veloce H.P. 
Gorilla Seawings 
Classic Sea Wing 
Jet Fins 
XQ Sea Wing 
Hyper SW 


SEAVISION 
Mask’s Artistic Colors & Filtered 
Lenses for Better View 64.95 


69.95 
91.95 
58.95 
59.95 
84.95 
69.95 





SCUBA 
PACKAGE 


¢ Semi Dry Flex Snorkel 
¢ Open Heel Fins 
¢ 4 Window Mask 


DACOR 
MASKS 
Quantum w/Purge 
Integra 4 Window 64.95 
Integra 4 Window QL 54.95 
Integra DL 49.95 Tri Vista69.95 
Ultra VU Il 34.95 Ultra Il 34.95 
Pursuit DL 49.95 Pursuit SL49.95 
FINS 
Turboflex S.P. 
Integra Fin 
SNORKELS 
Integra (DV) Dry Snorkel 21.95 
Integra (DVF) Flex Dry 23.95 


OCEANIC 


Prismatic Il 3 Lens 
Customeyes 2 
Customeyes 4 

Max Vis II Single Lens 
Maxim Eyes Split Lens 
Bi-Vu2 64.95 Bi-Vu 4 


MARES 


MASKS 
ESA 6 Window Mask 
Vedra Split Lens 
Tempra Single Lens 
Seta Mask Split Lens 
Venstosa 


34.95 


49.95 
79.95 


36.95 
36.95 
39.95 
42.95 
47.95 
64.95 


FINS 
Plana Avanti 
Avanti HP Full Foot 
Avanti Quattro 
Power Plana SL 
Avanti Apnea 
Avanti L FF. 





stock, including size, color and same year model, at 
the time of purchase. If the item is not in stock, 
Leisure-Pro will gladly match the competitor’s price. 

Guarantee does not apply to close-outs and 
liquidations. 


2nd Skin SK-190 ....149.95 
Henderson Polartec .164.95 
J. Garcia Lycra Skin ...59.95 
J. Garcia Polartec ...179.95 


PACKAGE #1003 

e TUSA IMPREX BC 

e Sherwood Regulator 

e Gauge Depth, PSI, 
Temperature 

e Sherwood Minimus 
Octopus 


‘Sa vinis- 
Call for 
Details 


Auidalio 
in Metric 


DwWw.6500 
AW 330 Altimeter 
DW 5900 G Shock 
DW 5300 


Aqualand 
Aqualand Il 
Aqualand Pro 
Aqualand Duplex 
D/M Chronograph 
100M Professional 
200M Professional ............ + 
Titanium 200 Meter 
Hyper Aqualand 
with Interface Unit 


DEP 600C Logs 20 Dives 289. 95 
AW 560 G Shock... 

DW 6400 G Shock .. 

DW 6600 G Shock 


e SHERWOOD BCD e BLUE REEF 
Console e Double Console 
» B.C. - TUSA, SHERWOOD, SEAQUEST Pale > 
Only Lon 
< “469 = 
* Regulator Bag ¢ Diver’s Light 
» BLUE REEF Air Plus Regulator TUSA TR400 Regulator 
ELECTRONIC DIGITAL GAUGE 
combinations. 
w/Pressure 
SERIES 3000 2 tone #937413 
505105 Diver’s 200m 
TS 200 Therm 
§233287 Scubamaster Com 


DIVER'S PACKAGES 
PACKAGE #1001 PACKAGE #1002 
e Sherwood Champion BC 
Regulator e TUSA TR-350 
¢ Cayman Double Regulator 
¢ Large Duffle Bag 240 Depth w/MDI 
‘339° °319”° 
DIVER'S PACKAGE #1004 
* Regulator - MARES, SHERWOOD, TUSA 
* Console - 240 ft. depth/MDI/ 5000 PSI/Temp 
* Air Max Octopus ¢ Save-a-Dive Kit 
* Oct Holder * Gauge Holder ¢ Hose Protectors * SS Dive Knife 
PACKAGE #1005 PACKAGE #1006 
* BLUE REEF Admiral BCD BLUE REEF Admiral BCD 
* BLUE REEF Triple Digital Console BLUE REEF Triple Gauge 
® BLUE REEF Air Max Octopus TUSA Duo-Air IR-3 
489° 
Durable & efficient reads: Depth max depth / 
Dive time / Surface interval / Ascent warning / 
Water air temp. / Logs 4 dives.Available in three 
Module only 
Wrist Mount 
Double Digital Console 
DIVER'S WATCHES HEADQUARTERS 
@CITIZEN TAG HEUER 
PRO MASTER 1000 2-tone #980029 
SEIKO 
New Seiko Kinetic 
$23542 Scuba 200m DM .... 
SWY021 
$23469 Diver’s Qtz. w/log...269.95 
$2339 499.95 SHC033..199.95 
SWY022 Sport Tech 
Sea&Sea Marine Dive Watch.49.95 
Time Line 300 ft W/R Dive 








Dive Rite Wings Double Tank Package #2030P : 


¢ BC Wings - ABS Backplate & DLX Harness 
¢ Bands ¢ Bolt Kit « Utility Pocket & 
Z-Knife & Octopus Retainer 


Underwater Scooter 
Maxx Stealth 


Torpedo 2000-20 


Call 
Call 


! For a copy of our new Illustrated catalog- | 


289” ; please print your name, address and 


day time phone and mail to: 
j Leisure Pro-Customer service 
| 42 West 18th St. New York, NY 10011 


EXCLUSIVE COMPUTERS 


DIVE COMPUTER 


* Dive planning (pre-dive 
planning mode, including 
repetitive dive plan) 

¢ Three altitude modes 

* Surface Interval time, No 
decompression time 
remaining, Ceiling depth 

* Present depth, Fast ascent 
warning”SLOW” « Dive log 

¢ Maximum depth ¢ Elapsed dive time 

¢ Dive counter, Thermometer ¢ Low battery warning 

¢ Decompression mode: activated upon violalon of 
the prescribed no decompression limit 

* Decompression-stop indication at three ceiling 
levels — descent and ascent indications 

* Contact: Log, Altitude mode 

° beng Activation — tas off), Dive planning 

¢ Flying Not Recommende 
information * Wrist Mount $4 64°5 

* Fits into your console 


PAVE COMPUTER 


Free Gauge Protector with Every Computer Purchase 


Dacor Omni Dive Computer.299.95 
Dacor Omni Pro 


Mares Divemate 419.95 
Encore Module only....239.95 
Encore Combo 269.95 


Orca Marathon 
Orca Phoenix 
Orca Phoenix Aud. ...549.95 
Profile 1000 

TUSA SCA 800 Console....Call 
US Diver Monitor II 

US Diver Scan 4 

US Divers Pivot Matrix ........ Call 
US Divers Monitor 3 Hoseless....Call 
US Divers Matrix Wrist 


Source Wrist/Hose 

Source Combo 

Sea Quest EON 

Scuba Pro DC Il Computer 

Console 

The Bridge (Nitrox) 

Beuchat Dive Computers ...Call 
Call Interface & Software Call 


WE CARRY METRIC COMPUTERS 


EXCLUSIVE CONSOLES 


* Oceanic DataMax II Navcon 

* Oceanic MultiMax Navcon 

* Oceanic Max-Depth Navcon 

* Sherwood Sigma Combo Gauge 200' (5730) 

* Sherwood Compass Capsule 

* Tri Gauge 5000 PSI, HMD!, Temp ....... el aac kee 

* Pressure Gauge ONLY 5 

* Double Console PS! 5000 pressure/depth/Temp ..79.95 
* Double Console Metric & Bar 

* Dacor Endura Console 

* Dacor Digital Console 

* Dacor System Compass 

* TUSA SCA/760 Console Triple Guage 

* New TUSA SCA/650 Analog Pressure & Compass Call 
¢ TUSA SCA/720 Double Guage 


¢ US DIVERS Data Pro DS2 with Bottom Timer...179.95 
¢ US DIVERS Compass Module DP2 

¢ US DIVERS Pivot DP2 

© US DIVERS Pivot DS3..0000o. coors 

* US DIVERS Pivot Data pro 2 Hi-Vis............... - 

* US Divers Pivot Compass ........ re 

* Scuba Pro Console VIP #2808 

¢ Scuba Pro Dive Sonar 1 

¢ Scuba Pro V.I.P. 2 Console 230’.................... 

¢ Scuba Pro V.I.P. 3 Console Compass 

* Scuba Pro LS1 Compass Wrist.......................... 
* Mares Escort |! Digital Gauge 

¢ Mares Escort Ill Digital Gauge oo... 
¢ Mares Wrist Compass 


EXCLUSIVE REGULATORS & OCTOPUS 


US 
DIVERS 
Arctic 
Conshelf 22 
Sea 3/4 
Micra Plus 


Combined Regulator & BC 
Power Inflator System 
Replace your octopus with this system 
to have one less gear to wear Equive- 

lant to SeaQuest air source 
or Scuba Pro A.I.R. 2 only 11 a 
Tusa Duo Air / IR-3 


MARES 
MR-12 Voltrex 
MR-22 Abyss 
MR-12 IIDFC 


SHERWOOD 


Maximus 
Magnum Il, 
Blizzard, 


Oasis 2, Classic 


Tusa $5350 octpus 
Tusa $$400 octpus 


OCEANIC 

Omega Il, 
Alpha,IV 
Delta Il 


Scuba Pro Octopus R190 

Blue Reef Airmax Octpus 

Seaquest Air Source 

Sherwood Octopus #3107 RH 64.95 
Sherwood ECO Octopus #3108 74.95 


TUSA 
Imprex TR-400 
Liberator TR-200 
Imprex-2 TR-350 
AD-2 TR-390 


DACOR 


EXTREME 
| 
ENDURO 
QUANTUM 


U.S. Divers Octopus 

U.S.Divers Air Mic 

U.S.D. Micra+Octopus 

Oceanic Alpha Octopus ; 
Oceanic Omega II Octopus ..129.95 
Beuchat Octopus 

Dacor Enduro 


Full line of Brand Name B.C.s in stock 
eTusa Sherwood ¢US Divers «Beuchat ¢ Sea Quest «Dacor © Oceanic *Mares 


DIVE LIGHTS 


Compact Light 
Halogen w/Spare 
Bulb & Lanyard 
with 4 C Batteries 


24" 


UNDERWATER KINETICS 


UK-400 
UK-1200 Hal. 
Q40 


Mini Q40 
SL-6 . 


34.95 UK-400R 104.95 
52.95 UK-800R 159.95 
25.95 Q60 28.95 
14.95 SL-4 Sunlight 22.95 
29.95 Spare Bulbs Call 


PELICAN 


Super Pelilite 14.95 Mitylite 8.95 
Super Saberlite 21.95 Super Mitylite 10.95 
Kinglite 54.95 Dual Six 64.95 
Britelite 34.95 Stealthlite 

Pelican Cases 


Mini C-Lite H 

Mini C-Fircnt. 

Super C-Lite 

Sata Lite 

RCD Light 95 
Full line of Ikelite Call 


Princeton Tec Lights 


WENOKA SEAQUEST 
COMPACT COMFORT Z-LOCK III 


Sale #41603, ..44.95 #41601, 41602, 41605 47.95 
FULL SIZE-MID SIZE Z-LOCK 

Full #41614, 41615 

Mid 41611, 41612 


COMMAND SERIES Z-LOCK 
49.95 
MINI Z-LOCK 
#41606, 41607, 


Maxi C-Fircnt. 50.95 
Super C-Lite HR 114.95 
Sata Lite Coil 47.95 
RCD Light HR 114.95 
P.C. Lite 22.95 


#41610, 41609 
Sale Compact Comfort Z-Lock Ill 


OCEAN MASTER 
Titanium Point ..64.95 — Titanium Blunt.... 
TUSA 


BLUE REEF 
Point ..19.95 Blunt 19.95 BC Knife 14.95 


PNEUMATIC/SPEAR GUNS 


MARES SEABEAR, 
Cyrano 550 JBL, 
Cyrano 850 
Cyrano 700 & BENDITO 
Cyrano 970 : Spear Guns 
Cyrano 1100 ...169.95 - CALL- 


EPANCE Eile oe 


BACK PACKS 
Large 25x20x11 
Economy Pack 56° 
Deluxe Pack w/wheels 59.95 
Padded Regulator Bag 19.95 


WEIGHT BELTS 
4 Pocket, 5 Pocket, 
6 Pocket or 7 Pocket 


OUFFEL anaes 


TUSA IMPREX 
Roller Duffle Bag 
Mesh Ba 


MESH BAGS 
19.95 Back Pack .24,.95 


Neoprene 
Wt.Belt w/Buckle4. 
Q.R. Weight Belt 9.95 


SEAQUEST WENOKA BAGS 
XL Pro Excel Pac 
New ‘96 Pro Excel Pac w/wheels & Handle .... 
Super Pack w/wheels 
Super Pack Duffle 
Compact Pro Excel Pac 
Super Pack 3 
Pro Excel Pac 


BLUE REEF ROYAL SUITS 


6.5mm Neoprene Wetsuit 

® Farmer John step-in jacket 

® Soft stretch neoprene *YKK zipper 

¢ Durable knee pads quality sealed 
edges.® Plush, smooth & cozy fits 
like a second skin. 


oe On 


2mm, 3mm Shorty 
Jumpsuit 
2mm 74.95 3mm 89.95 


Royal Polartec® Suits 


e¢ Nylon/Lycra outer layer 

¢ Velor fleece lining «© YKK zippers 
non corrosive stides 

® 100% Windproof 

® Machine washable 

¢ Thermal capacity — 
702 and up 

Available in colors & sizes. 


Royal Lycra Skins 


¢ 8 oz. Nylon/Lycra tricot fabric « 82% nylon, 18% 
lycra 200% stretch « Center back seam 


e YKK zippers non corrosive slides . 
¢ Machine washable 49°° 
only XS-XL 


Available in colors & sizes. 


AX\POLARTEC ° 


13 95 


only Aa; 














AQUATICA 


Distributed by Nikon Inc. 


fn 





New Aquatica A90 Call 
he, Aquatica 

f/Nikon F4 
Sport 
Housing 
Video 

Housing 
A 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


Nikonos RS 
New 13/2.8 Fisheye 1859.95 
28/2.8 719.95 5SB-104 Call 


NIKONOS- 


Nikonos V 569.95 
Nikonos V w/35/2.5 734.95 
Aqua Lens f/Nikon Call 
15/2.8 UW 1499, 28/3.5UW 369. 
20/2.8UW 709. 35/2.5UW 167. 
80/4 UW 369. 
28mm UW Finder 19.95 
35 & 80mm UW Finder 19.95 
DF-10 Finder for 80mm 
(Above Water) 
DF-11 299.95 DF-12 
SB 105 Complete 
SB 105 Flash Head 
TTL Sync Cord (Repl) 
Arm Joint (Repl) 
Sensor Holder f/SB102 
(SU101) Sensor Unit f/SB102 
Double TTL Sync Cord 
Open water sync cord 


49. 
44.95 
49.95 


159.95 

set double 329.95 
Double Bracket 159.95 
Dbl Bracket Set f/SB105/3/2 299.95 
Ext Arm Set f/SB105/3/2 129.95 
Close-Up Kit w/o case = 209.95 
Lens Hood & Filter Holder — 7.95 
Original Nikonos Case 54.95 
O-Ring Set 10.95 

ACCS. for NIKONOS 

Ikelite Ext Tube Set 104.95 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder 119.95 


TECHNICAL LIGHTING ARMS 
and Accessories f/Nikonos Call 


UW SLAVE 
Morris UW Slave Flash 68.95 


SEA & SEA NIKONOS ACCS 


12/3.5 Fisheye (167°) Call 
Finder for 12mm Fisheye Call 
15/3.5 Call 20/3.5 wicase Call 
16/5.6 Conversion Lens Call 
High fn Viewfinder Call 
Optical Viewfinder Call 
YS-50 TTL W/Arm & Tra Call 
YS120 TTL Call YS300 TTL Call 
Ext Tubes Call 


CANON 
Sure Shot A1 UAV Call 
NEW CANON UW HOUSINGS 
CE-O5 Housing for A2/A2E = Call 


ORDER TOLL FREE US and Canada 


800-888-4939 





tOIT 





42 West 18th Street * New York, NY 10011 


Order Dept. Mon.-Thurs. 9-9:30, Fri. 9-1:45, Sun. 9:30-6pm EST. 
er Relatio 12) 741-0466 Mon.-Thurs. 9-7pm Sun. 11-2 


om EST 


GRDERS 5 INFO (212) 741-0052 Fax #212-463-7223 


SONY 


MARINE VIDEO PACKS 
MPK-TRV-1 Housing Call 
MPK-TRB-Marine Pack Call 
SPK-TRB Sports Pack SeriesCall 
HVL-M20 UW Video Light Call 

We carry all current 8mm, VHS, 
VHS-C and VHS-Super camcorders. 

Please Call For Prices 


SEAcSEA 


MX-10 
Motor Marine MxX-10 Call 
MX-10 w/external flash Kit Call 
20mm Converter Lens f/MX-10 Call 
Macro Lens f/MX-10 Call 
UW Filter f/200mm Lens 74.95 





New MOTOR MARINE II/EX 
w/TTL Flash capability, DX Coding, 


1/125 sync, Power winder Call 
Motor Marine Il EX Kit 

with YS50 TTL flash Call 
16mm Conv. lens Call 


20mm Conv. lens Call Macro lens (1:3)Call 


Macro lens (1:2)Call Lens Caddy Call 
YS-50 TTL-Hl Kit Call 
YS-20 Flash Call 
Bulk Head Conn. f/MM-I 9.95 
SX-1000 


Camera w/UW Housing Kit- Call 
UW Housings 
NX-90 Housing Call 
NX-50 Housing f/Nikon NSO Call 
NX-500 Hsng. f/Canon Rebel Call 

CLOSE-OUT 
SPECIALS 
Sea&Sea YS5OM 
Ikelite 
Substrobe-S Pkg. #39387 
Substrobe-S with Nelson Cord 


229.95 


79.95 


Pkg. #39388 139.95 
Substrobe-S with Nelson Cord 

Pkg. #40388 129.95 
Substrobe-S #4038 64.95 


ewa-marine 
MASTER SERIES 


UA up to 210mm lens 169.95 
UAX same as UA w/flash 184.95 
U-FX Zoom & Flash 126.95 
U-FGM Side Flash 54.95 


U-AMZ Autofocus Zoom 64.95 
U-H Housing f/Hasselblad129.95 
Moisture Muncher 4.95 
Hurricane Hood 59.95 


UW VIDEO HOUSINGS 


VST f/Sony TRS 209.95 
VPL f/Sony FX 214.95 
VCR f/Canon £700 149.95 
VP f/Panasonic PV40 29.95 
Video Cape Small 99.95 


fiother models Call for Price 


PROFESSIONALLY PRODUCED INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO TAPES 


Approved by NIKON 





Basic UW Photography with a 
Nikonos V 
Complete, step by step instruction from 
assembly and testing of the system to 
achieving great results underwater right 
away. 29.95 
Advanced UW Wide Angle 
Photography with Nikonos 
#VIAUPW 29.95 


Advanced UW Macro 
Photography #VIAUPM 24.95 
CATHY CHURCH: Photo Clinic 
Instructional video explains the Cathy 
Church Technique of under water pho- 
tography. Find out how to get brilliant 
blues and vibrant colors. 
54 minutes #VICCPC 
Special Purchase 


34.95 





UR PRO 
UW COLOR CORRECTION FILTERS 
IN STOCK 


TIFFEN 
UW FILTERS 


UW 0'-2' & 2'-7' Strobe Filter 3.95 


Pioneer 


NEW REEFMASTER 
Auto Underwater 


Dive Camera 
¢ Fully automatic 35mm 
camera ° f:3.5 glass lens 
1/140 shutter speed 
¢ Hard molded underwater housing with 


“easy grip” rubber armoring 
* to 50 meter depth 199.95 
Sealife SportDiver 99.95 


ikelite 


New AQUA SHOT II 
Now includes a roll of film 
Accepts flash & Non Flash 
69”° 


disposable 
Kodak & Fuji cameras 
AQUASHOT II OUTFIT 
Aquashot II Kit includes: 
pussies Il, Macro Kit, 
ase an 
Substrobe AQ/S 239” 


CAMERA HOUSINGS 
f/Nikon N8008/N90/6006 549.95 
f/Nikon N70 549.95 
f/Canon EOS RebelX/XS 549.95 
f/Canon EOS A2/A2E 549.95 

VIDEO HOUSINGS 


INCLUDES VIDEO/SUPER EYE, 
TOP HANDLE & WIDE ANGLE LENS 


fimost Sony & JVC Housings 639.95 


45 w/30 min Video Lite 214.95 
Pro Video Light Lead Acid 49.95 
Pro Dual Batt. Pack NiCad 14.95 
UW STROBES 
Substrobe 50MS 184.95 
Substrobe 50 (TTL) 224.00 
Substrobe A! 309.00 
NEW 100A TTL 344,95 
Substrobe 100 99.95 
Substrobe 150 w/Nicad 489.95 
Substrobe 225 Nicad 449.95 
New Substrobe 200 619.95 
Substrobe 300 w/Nicad 599.95 
New Substrobe 400 w/NC 729.95 
Remote TTL Slave 149.95 
Quick Grip | 94.95 
Quick Grip II 154.95 
New Macro Mount 64.95 
New Macro Arm 169.95 


NEW SUBSTROBE 
OUTFITS 


Consists of choice of 
UW Strobe, 
New Tray & 
Handle Rapid 
Advance, 

New Quick Grip, 
Nikonos TTL 
Sync Cord & 
Pelican Case 


#394646 Ai/Ain Kit 
#394657 #300 Kit 





519.95 
799.95 
#394643 #50 Kit w/C-Light, 


Bracket & Srobe Arm || 399.95 
DIVING LIGHTS 


Sata-Lite Straight Cord 36.95 
Sata-Lite Coiled Cord 44.95 
Mini C Mark 45.00 
R.C.D, 37.95 
Mini C Halogen w/Batts 23.95 
Maxi C Halogen w/Batts 32.95 
Modular Super Lite 139.95 
Other Ikelite Accs Call 


AMPRIEICO 


DIVE BUDDY SERIES 
Call 


Sp °T FS corm 


vu N iO t rR WA T E ® 


STROMM ONE HOUSING 
¢ for Nikon 8008 469.95 





SEA KING 


made by UNDERWATER KINETICS 
WATERTIGHT CASES 


Inner Foam with 
Dimensions Version Dividers 


613 13x9x6" 64.95 _ 
518 18x13x5" 84.95 _— 
716 17x10x7" 69.95 89.95 
718 18x13x7" 84.95 124.95 
821 21x13x8" 109.95 144.95 
822 21x18x8" 149.95 _ 


Seal-Tight 
Waterproof Cases 
Large (18x12x7.5") 
X-Large (19x15x9") 


59.95 
69.95 


PELICAN 


Waterproof, Unbreakable 

#500 Guard Box with foam 13.95 

Inner STD with 
Dimensions Version Dividers 


#1200 -(9.5 x7.5x4.5") 29.95 - 
#1300 -(9.5 x7.5x7") 33.95 ~ 
#1400 -(12.3 x9.3x5.3") 53.50 - 
#1450 -(15 x10.5x6") 68.95 84.95 
#1500 -(18 x11.7x6.5")79.95 99.95 
#1520 -(18 x13x6.75") 85.95 114.95 
New #1527 Conv. Travel Bag 64.95 
#1550 -(19 x14x7.7") 99.95 129.95 
#1600 -(22x17x8") 118.95 146.95 
#1650 -(28x18x10.5")129.95 189.95 


SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 


KODAK 

SLIDE FILM 
35mm with 
Film ASA 24 er 36 proc. 





EL (400 9.28 6. 
FUJICHROM 


wio Proc. 

10036 3.19 
200 36 63.19 
400 36 =5.79 
6.09 

Ask us about our 
Great Saving Film Specials 


Sensia 
Sensia 
Sensia 
Velvia 


We now accept Discover Card. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, 
phone, and a copy of major credit card or driver's license for reference. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back 
guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are 
subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are supplied with USA or Adorama’s own exclusive warranty at Adorama's option. 
Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by 
manufacturer D.C.A. Second hand dealer's license #802862. NYCDCA# 898591 Not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illus- 
tration purposes only and may not be exact. Prices effective till Oct. 3, 1996 


No Surcharge for MasterCharge or Visa Purchases. Personal checks welcome, will ship without cel Name must 
be iavoridtae: on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of major credit card or drivers license for reference. 
Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank war- 
ranty card. For return/exchange, call for RA#. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to accep- 
tance and verification. Products may not be eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer unless mfg. or dist. warranty 
included. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be exact. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax 
While Supplies Last. Not responsible for typographical errors Prices Valid Thru Oct. 3, 1996 Subject to supplier prices 








A Complete Inventory Of Land © 
Cameras, Housings, Amphibious 
Cameras and SONY Camcorders 


Ikelite 
Substrobe 200 
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Sea&Sea NX90 
for Nikon N90S 


Amphibico Dive Buddy 
For all SONY or Canon 
camcorders 


Canon ES 3000 


Sea & Sea MX 10 
with YS 40 Strobe 


Sony GVS 50 


view your tapes instantly 


Amphibco VH1000 
for SONY DCRVX1000 
Full Line of Sony Camcorders 

In Stock. Call for Pricing. 


We ship anywhere in the world! 


Underwater Photo Equipment Repair Expertly Done 


Authorized Dealer for all Major Brands 
In Business 50 Years 


CAMERA & VIDEO EXCHANGE 
209 Broadway (Koute 110), 
Amityville L.I., NY 11701 
(800) 262-4160 


Ph: (516) 264-4160 
Fax: (516) 264-1007 
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TREASURE ISLAND 


DIVERS 
(Continued from Page 90) 


reef but as you descend the distinctive or- 
ange of many large Elephant Ear 
Sponges becomes apparent, making 
Orange Canyon one of the most colorful 
sites in the Caribbean. Bushy, black Deep 
Water Seafans surround many of the 
Elephant Ear Sponges like lacy halos. 
Nassau Groupers pose in front of the 
sponges, each carefully distant from the 
next so they stay clear of each other’s ter- 
ritories. The combination of clear water, 
sheer wall and plentiful sea life makes it 
imperative to stick to your dive plan here. 

Devil’s Grotto is one of many fascinat- 
ing shallow dives off Grand Cayman. 
Large mounds of Star Coral have fused 
over time, creating a maze of long swim- 
throughs and caverns. Each new turn re- 
veals more life, including Yellowtail 
Goatfish, Tarpon, Queen Angelfish and 
Giant Caribbean Anemones. Instructor 
Laura Engel’s tip for divers at this site is to 
use mostly ankle motion when kicking in 
the swim-throughs. The controlled mo- 
tion of this type of kick will help you avoid 
stirring up the sand, which both your dive 
buddy and the coral will appreciate. 

Fifty to 100 Tarpon loiter in loose 
schools at Tarpon Alley on the North 
Wall. Their large scales are so mirror-like 
that they appear to be clad in chrome 
when the light strikes them at the right 
angle. If you approach patiently and with 
a minimum of movement, they will allow 
you right in their midst. Good buoyancy 
control is important so you can minimize 
your fin movements. 

Hammerhead Hole, which was 
named tongue-in-cheek, is a North Wall 
shallow dive featuring tall coral ridges 
separated by long sand channels. Dive 
profiles are normally between 30 and 60 
feet, where the huge variety of fish are 
concentrated. Everything from tiny 
Sharpnosed Puffers and Harlequin Bass 
to big groupers and Barracuda can be 
seen here. 


SLEEP INN 

Many Treasure Island Divers regulars 
have switched to the Sleep Inn for its 
comfort, convenience and reasonable 
rates. In addition to being near Treasure 
Island Divers at the beginning of Seven 
Mile Beach, Sleep Inn is within easy walk- 
ing distance of several excellent restau- 
rants and a large, modern grocery store. 
The poolside bar, restaurant and spa are 
favorite hangouts after dives. The spa- 
cious rooms are fully air-conditioned, 
with large bathrooms and remote control 
satellite televisions. 

Treasure Island Divers on-site dive 
shop and boutique at the Sleep Inn is 
called, naturally, the Dive Inn. In addition 


to booking trips with Treasure Island 
Divers here, you can also purchase dive 
gear, T-shirts and gifts. The courtesy van 
makes pick-ups for Treasure Island Divers 
adjacent to the Dive Inn every morning 
and afternoon. This is a convenience for 
anyone carrying cameras or other equip- 
ment, however, many people opt to walk 
since Treasure Island Divers is only a short 
distance from the Sleep Inn. 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 
Grand Cayman is one of the most easi- 
ly accessible Caribbean dive destina- 
tions. Cayman Airways, the modern na- 





tional airline of the islands, flies nonstop 
from Miami three times a day. Nonstop 
flights are also scheduled from Atlanta, 
Houston, Tampa and Orlando. A pass- 
port is always a good idea when traveling 
abroad but U.S. citizens only need a cer- 
tified birth certificate or voter’s registra- 
tion card, plus a photo ID, for entry into 
the Cayman Islands. 

Cayman dollars are the official curren- 
cy, usually trading at $.80 U.S. to $1 
Cayman. Most businesses will accept 
U.S. dollars but will use a $.75 to $1 ex- 
change rate and give you change in 
Cayman dollars. The electrical current is 
110 volt/60 cycle, so no adapters are 
needed to charge strobe and dive light 
batteries. 

Grand Cayman is principally a dive 
destination but there are many other ac- 
tivities and sights as well. The Cayman 
Turtle Farm and the Cayman Maritime 
and Treasure Museum are worthwhile 
visits and, of course, there is Hell, a 
blackened rock formation that shows 
what the front porch might be like if hell 
has one. Grand Cayman also has a large 
selection of restaurants and many fine 
jewelry and gift shops. 

For more information on diving with 
Treasure Island Divers from the U.S. or 
Canada, call (800) 872-7552 or fax (954) 
351-9740. Reservations and information 
can also be obtained via the Internet at 
htto:\www. res4dive@netrunner.net. = 











CENTRAL SKINDIVERS SAVES YOU MONEY 
BIG DISCOUNTS ON AL 





NAME BRAND CONSOLES 


PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $ 79 
PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH/ COMPASS TRIPLE $119 
PRESSURE/ TEMP/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $129 
PRESSURE/ ELECTRONIC DEPTH/TIMER $199 
ELECTRONIC FULL DECO COMPUTER $199 
PRESSURE GAUGE WITH HOSE $ 65 


FAMOUS MAKE CONSOLE W/PRESSURE GAUGE, 
COMPUTER AND COMPASS Q 





DYNAMITE DIGITAL DISCOUNTS 
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON 
DIGITAL COMPUTERS AND GAUGES FROM 
DACOR, OCEANIC, BEUCHAT, COCHRAN, 
SHERWOOD, TUSA, UWATEC, U.S. DIVERS, 
SEAQUEST, MARES,ORCA, ETC. 


PLAY IT SAFE WITH SPARE AIR 


mu 1996 PACKAGE DEAL “A” 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR JACKET with 
ower, soft band pens Hs exhaust, L.P. hose; 
amous make BALANCED REGULATOR; 

OCTOPUS with long hose; DOUBL 

CONSOLE with pressure and max depth. Save 

hundreds of dollars with CENTRAL'S 

SPECIAL PRICE OF ONLY $499 


Closing out all rental equipment- Suits $50/Tanks $50 
Gauges $40/Regulators $60 - In Store Only 








WATCHES SY 

CITIZEN HYPER AQUALAND CALL 
CITIZEN AQUALAND DUPLEX é CALL 
CITIZEN AQUALAND PROMASTER - CALL 
CHRONOSPORT BLACK U.D.T. * $499 
QUARTZ 100 METERS SS $ 20 
FAMOUS MAKE AUTOMATIC eet $119 
FAMOUS STAINLESS &GOLD «@%,s $109 


MANY OTHER QUARTZ & AUTOMATIC MODELS 
AVAILABLE FROM STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Gums 1996 PACKAGE DEAL “B” 


FAMOUS MAKE REGULATOR with swivel 
first stage and adjustable second stage: 

DELUXE BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR with 
power; L.P. hose, soft band pack, rapid 
exhaust, cummerbund; TRIPLE CONSOLE 
with pressure, max depth, compass, OCTOPUS 
with long hose. Save hundreds of dollars by 
buying this famous brand garner for 
CENTRAL'S LOW, LOW PRICE OF $649 


TANK SPECIALS 
Top Name Brand with Deluxe Valve 
ALUMINUM 15 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 30 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 65 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 80 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 100 CU. FT. CALL 
STEEL 100 CU. FT. CALL 


STEEL 120 CU. FT. CALL 


DELUXE KAM PACK $55 

IN-STORE SUPER SPECIAL! 80 CU. FT. ALUMINUM 
TANK COMPLETE WITH DELUXE VALVE $109.99 
THERMO-PLASTIC FIN 


Jet Type Blade, “Space Age” 
materials with Adjustable Straps 


& 
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CLEAR STRAP FIN $ 35 
PRO STRAP FIN $ 50 
SILICONE MASK $ 29 
PRESCRIPTION MASK $ 99 
SILICONE VENT SNORKEL § 15 
HARD SOLE BOOTS $ 25 


FIVE-FINGER GLOVES $ 15 


WHY BUY A PACKAGE DEAL FROM CENTRAL? 
BECAUSE ONLY CENTRAL GIVES YOU EVERY ITEM 
MADE BY A FAMOUS MANUFACTURER. THIS MEANS 
YOU HAVE A TRIPLE GUARANTEE. YOUR LOCAL DIVE 


SHOP, CENTRAL, OR THE NATIONALLY FAMOUS 
MANUFACTURER. AND “OF COURSE”, NOBODY BEATS 
CENTRAL'S PRICES FOR OVER 44 YEARS 












L THE NAME BRANDS 


es 
Shi 

UN 
ior less, let us know and we'll beat the price. 
iCALL 718-739-5772 NOW!!! 






ATTENTION! 
READING THIS COULD SAVE 
YOU A LOT OF MONEY AND A 


LOT OF TROUBLE! 
At CENTRAL SKINDIVERS, you get 


ONLY nationally advertised name-brand 
poe at rock bottom prices. But 

eware!! Some mail order companies may 
try to sell you: “PRIVATE LABEL” 
merchandise—equipment that is not 
backed by a worldwide major-manufacturer 
warranty. Call us for details, and let our 44 
years of experience work for you! 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS 


Famous Makes, Best Quality, Low Pressure _ 
Inflator & Hose, Quick Dump, Travel Pack. # 


DELUXE BLADDERLESS $159 
SUPER DELUXE BLADDERLESS $199 
SOFT PACK BLADDERLESS $229 | 
MILITARY HORSECOLLAR WITH CO2 $229 | 
BACK MOUNTED CORDURA B.C. $229 
FAMOUS MAKE WEIGHT DROP $249 
ORIGINAL MANTA STYLE CALL 
B.C. AIR-3 OCTO/REGULATOR $149 


B.C.’S AND STAB, JACKETS FROM SHERWOOD, 
U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, SEAQUEST, SEATEC, 
BEUCHAT, TUSA, MARES, ZEAGLE, ETC 






BAGS & BACKPACKS 

MEDIUM MESH GAME BAG $13 
LARGE MESH GAME BAG $16 
MEDIUM MESH GEAR BAG $22 
LARGE MESH GEAR BAG $25 
LARGE DELUXE GEAR BAG $49 
EXTRA LARGE BACK PACK BAG $89 
SUPER LARGE GEAR BAG W/WHEELS $89 
ALL OTHER BAGS ALSO ON SALE 
UNDERWATER LIGHTS 

4 CELL FLASH $29 
4 CELL LANTERN $45 
8 CELL LANTERN DELUXE $65 
4 CELL BACKUP $19 
6 VOLT SEALED BEAM BULBS $10 
KNIVES 
5" BLADE WITH SHEATH $ 20 
51/2" BLADE WITH SHEATH $ 29 
41/4" BLADE SUPER DELUXE $ 39 


mu 1996 PACKAGE DEAL “C” Ea 


DELUXE BLADDERLESS BUOYANCY 
COMPENSATOR with soft touch inflator, 
cummerbund, quick release shoulder straps, 
rapid exhaust; DOUBLE CONSOLE with max 
depth; HIGH PERFORMANCE REGULATOR 
with extremely smooth flow thru balanced 
piston. This name brand package is a 
CENTRAL LOW, LOW SPECIAL AT $389 


SUPER CLOSE-OUTS 
NEOPRENE POCKET BELT (List $45) 
7MM PLUSH HOOD (List $50) $35 
DIVE ALERT (List $50) $44 
(List $35) $20 
(List $1995) CALL 
(List $1145) CALL 
(List$299) CALL 


$30 


PADDED REGULATOR BAG 
UNDERWATER SCOOTER 
METAL DETECTORS 
SPARE AIR 


Central Skindivers 


160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica, NY 11432 
(718) 739-5772 @ Open 6 Days 
Minutes from Manhattan and Kennedy Airport 


WE KNOW EVERY DIVING ITEM MADE. WE SELL ONLY 


BRAND NAMES AT BIG DISCGUNTS TO SAVE YOU MONEY. 


WE SERVICE EVERYTHING WE SELL. 














718-739-9772 


wn 


REGULATORS | 

SUPER DELUXE MINI (List $480): CALL 
ADJUSTABLE SUPER DELUXE (List $419) $279 
ADJUSTABLE DELUXE (List $358) $229 
DELUXE BALANCED PISTON _ (List $300) $199 
FAMOUS MAKE DIAPHRAGM (List $320) $179 
FAMOUS MAKE PISTON (List $230) $149 
OCTOPUS (SAFE SECOND) (List $130) $ 79 


REGULATORS FROM U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, 
BEUCHAT, TUSA, SHERWOOD, POSEIDON, 
SEAQUEST, MARES—ALWAYS ON SALE 


BUY AMERICAN FIRST 

Sushi and Spaghetti have no technical parts, but 
Regulators, Gauges, & Buoyancy Compensators do. You 
should try to buy NAME BRANDS made in the U.S.A. 
93% of CENTRALS recommendations are U.S.A. made. 
PLEASE, PLEASE PLEASE call us before you spend 
your hard earned money. We have thrilled divers with our 
price and expert advice since 1952. Call us, the advice is 
by divers for divers, and it’s FREE. 


718-739-5772 6 DAYS - MON THRU SAT 


Call and Ask For Your Own 
Custom Package Deal 
Use part or all or more than this list. 









OCTOPUS 
B.C. JACKET 





GAUGES 

TANK YOU PAY CENTRALS 

SUIT ROCK BOTTOM QUOTE 

KNIFE 

LIGHT NOBODY BEATS CENTRALS 
PRICE, QUALITY & DELIVERY 


1/4 JACKET/FARMER SUPERSTRETCH 
1/4 JACKET/FARMER SUPERPLUSH 
1/8 JACKET/FARMER SUPERSTRETCH 
1/8 ONE PIECE JUMP SUIT 

1/8 FAMOUS MAKE SHORTY 
POLARTEC SUITS 

NEOPRENE DRY SUITS, 





SHARKSKIN SUITS 
3/16 " AND 1/4" NYLON 1 SIDE SHARKSKIN 
JACKET & PANTS 


Small Sizes Only - $79 





OTHER WET OR DRY SUITS AND SHORTIES AND 
SKINS FROM VIKING, U.S. DIVERS, HENDERSON, 
meet HARVEY, O'NEILL, ETC. ALWAYS ON 





DELUXE SPEAR GUNS 


JUNIOR 31" RUBBER (List $91) $ 69 
STANDARD 42" RUBBER (List $106) $ 79 
DELUXE 53" RUBBER (List $166) $135 
DELUXE PNEUMATIC 34" (List $250) $199 
STANDARD PNEUMATIC 29" = (List $200) $169 
JUNIOR PNEUMATIC 23" (List $185) $159 
ma 1996 SUPREME SHERWOOD PACKAGE mmm 
IN STORE ONLY 


Advanced DELUXE BCD with power, rapid exhaust, 
cummerbund pockets, etc; Unique and excellent OASIS 
REGULATOR that keeps your air moist; Low profile 
OCTOPUS; New pressure max-depth, thermometer, 
compass TRIPLE CONSOLE; 80 cu. Ft. TANK with K valve. 
Retail over $1200 elsewhere. CENTRAL SPECIAL $799. 


ean 
SPECIAL PACKAGE DEALS ON DACOR, U.S. DIVERS, 
TUSA, MARES, POSEIDON, BEUCHAT, AND MANY 
OTHER MANUFACTURERS. 


CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 
| NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS AND NOBODY DELIVERS ! 
; FASTER THAN CENTRAL! PHONE FOR RUSH ORDERS! 
t I 
I I 

I 


NSS SAIG IaVd GAZIXOH.LGAW 


PHONE: 718-739-5772 
i FAX (718) 739-3679 
, All Phone orders received before 1:00 p.m. are, 
ishipped same day! If you prefer to send a, 
i money order, your order will be shipped same! 
ersonal checks take time to clear. Sorry, | 
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A Glossary of Video Terms 


B ecause underwater videography is 
evolving and growing into a new fron- 
tier for scuba divers, this lesson presents 
an updated glossary for divers entering 
this exciting aspect of scuba diving. 
ANALOG VIDEO: The video signal Is 
recorded on tape as a series of fluctuat- 
ing voltages. Because the changes in 
voltage can be difficult for playback 
heads to reproduce precisely, generation 
loss occurs when tapes are copied. 
ANGLE OF viEw: The angle the camera 
lens sees. It is not specified as vertical or 
horizontal, the angle of view is measured 
diagonally from corner to corner. 
APERTURE: [he iris opening that ad- 
mits light to the electronic sensing de- 
vice (see f/stop). 
ASSEMBLY EDITING: 10 select and ar- 
range the order of video scenes while 
editing. , 


BERRY SCUB 


PROFESSIONAL DIVE SHOPS 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM CHURCH 





ee Ls — eee 2 ‘ : ~~ . “ > 3 = 
Underwater videography is one of the new frontiers of scuba diving. An updated glossary, 
with new terms and buzzwords, may be beneficial to a new generation of videographers. 


BERRY CHICAGO BERRY LOMBARD 
A @ 60674N. NORTHWESTHWY 36 YORKTOWN CENTER 
CHICAGO, IL 60631 LOMBARD, IL 60148 
(773) 763-1626 (630) 495-2822 
Fax (773) 775-1815 


PADI 5 STAR IDC TRAINING CENTER 


AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR OF U.S. DIVERS, TUSA, SHERWOOD, 
U.S. TECH, DACOR, BAYSIDE, BEUCHAT, VIKING, MARES, POSEIDON, 
DIVERITE, PLUS OVER 70 ADDITIONAL MANUFACTURERS. 


ORCA PHOENIX 
Air Integrated Computer 


ORCA Marathon 
Computer 
with Hose Mount Boot 


$169" | $47 


FREE COLOR CATALOG! CALL 1-800-232-6220 
OR FAX YOUR REQUEST TO 1-773-775-1815 


INSTRUCTOR DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 


U.S. TECH 
ABC PACKAGE 


U.S. TECH ABC BCD 


U.S. TECH Sport 
Regulator 

U.S. TECH Sport 
Octopus 


U.S. TECH Datacom 


Double Console 
(Air Pressure, 
Depth Gauge) 


Berry’s Price 
$449.95 


Retail $985.00 
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BERRY ATLANTA 
3443 DOGWOOD AVE 
HAPEVILLE, GA 30354 

(404) 766-1186 


BERRY PALATINE 

1294 E. DUNDEE RD. 

PALATINE, IL 60067 
(847) 358-3848 


SEA & SEA Profile 1000| CHICAGO AND ATLANTA STORES 
Computer ONLY MINUTES FROM AIRPORTS! 


with Hose & Wrist Mount 
Interested in becoming an instructor call 
for our FREE IDC information package 


~ | $319% 


9661 GV/ASO 


U.S. TECH 
TRAVELER PACKAGE 


U.S. TECH Traveler 
BCD (soft pack) 


BAYSIDE POLARTEC® 
By Malden Mills Four-Way 
Body Hugging Stretch and 


Soft Thermal Lining. 
Warmth equivalent to 
2.5mm Neoprene. 
Available in Men’s and 
Women’s Sizes. (Custom 
Polartecs Available) 
Berry’s Price 
$149.95 


Retail $225.00 


AXPOLARTEC 
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U.S. TECH Explorer 
Regulator U.S. TECH 
Sport Octopus 
U.S. TECH Triple 
Console (Compass, 
Depth Gauge, Air 
Pressure) 

Berry’s Price 





$3: $1154.95 











WORLD’S LARGEST UNDERWATER 
PHOTO & VIDEO INVENTORY! 












New for 1996 is the Light & 
Motion SunRay Modeling light. 
It functions as both a video light 
and a powerful modeling light. 
The light aids in focusing, is 
bright, wide and ables you to 
see the natural colors. No more 
taking “shots in the dark.” Call Helix for details today. 





AQUATICA 


Now you can enjoy the world’s most technologically advanced 
professional SLR camera underwater! The Aquatica 90 
constantly maintains correct balance & buoyancy through its 
adjustable ballast system. That means you can take full 
advantage of Nikon N90/N90s features like the world’s 


fastest autofocus system & exclusive 5 segment TTL sensor. 





The Light & Motion Stingray 
housing for Sony TR series 
camcorders is a state-of-the- 
art lightweight aluminum 
housing. It offers finger tip 
controls, double o-ring bore 
seals, bayonet optics, and 
docking connectors. In 
addition to its internal flip down red filter and amphibious 
mic, the Stingray utilizes its unique zoom macro optics. Call 
Helix for expert information. 


%* STINGRAY HOUSINGS AVAILABLE FOR THE NEW 
SONY DIGITAL VIDEO CAMERA! * 
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Prices & availability subject to change without notice. 
Visa, Mastercard & Discover accepted. 








Helix extension tube sets are TT: | 
available for Nikonos 35mm & U [ 


28mm lenses. They open your 
underwater photography to a 


new world. 


starting at $95. 
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AQUA VISION SYSTEMS 
C—O ee 





Aqua Vision Aqualens allows you to use various mount 
topside wide angle lenses on the Nikonos V camera. 
The lens housing can take over under photographs for 
dramatic effect. Includes aperture & focus gears. 


Nikon 


Experience the ultimate in 
underwater photography 
with the world’s first & only 
underwater autofocus SLR - 
the Nikonos RS. Or for the 
tried and true, the standard 
of the industry - the 
Nikonos V. 


Either way, you benefit 
from superior Nikkor 
optics, and Nikon quality. 
Only Nikon sells more 
Nikonos than Helix. 


Call for Our Everyday 
Low Nikonos Prices! 
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310 S. Racine Ave., Chicago, IL 60607 


312/421-6000 © FAX: 312/421-2804 
Outside Illinois: 800/33 H.E.L.I.X 
http://www.mastermall.com/helix 
email:helixuw@aol.com 
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MR. DIVER 


INCORPORATED 


You are not going to believe our prices and 
our service for top-quality products! We 
carry popular name brand gear, plus our 
own name-brands: PRODUCK PIRATE. 

Our guarantee: You don't like it, for any 
reason, send it back for a refund! 


CALL FOR FREE 48 PG. CATALOG 
1-800-082-2228 


MON-FRI 8:00 AM TO 6:00 PM 
SATURDAY’S 8:00 AM TO 4:00 PM 
DISCOUNT PRICES! HUGE INVENTORY! 


Wetsuits, drysuits, gloves, boots, hoods, 
fins, tanks, u/w lights, snorkels, computers, 
packages made to order! Order straight 

from this ad or from out catalog. 


INTRODUCING 


PIRATE SEMI-DRY 
“TITANIUM? JUMPSUIT 


3/16” Titanium Semi Jumpsuit w/skin 
seal at collar, wrist & ankles. Bent 
knee design, knee pads embossed. gg} 
The Titanium Foil Neoprene which 
is 20% warmer than standard 
neoprene and that means an extra 
measure of comfort & flexibility for 
you! Easy front zip entry. 
METALLIC BLACK ONLY 
SM TO XL # 1069 $239.95 
SXL&KING#1069$259.95 = 


PIRATE REGULATORS & OGTOPUS 


Pirate Octopus 
#91004 $48.95 
Pirate Regulator 
#91022 $99.95 
Pirate Adj. Octopus 
#30011 $69.95 
Pirate Adj. Regulator 
#99004 $129.95 


THE PRE DAEKARE 


BC, REGULATOR & CONSOLE $319.95 

























































HARVEY’S & TUSA DEALER !! 
CALL FOR CITIZEN WATCH PRICES! 
INTERNATIONAL DIVERS FACTOR OUTLET 
AUTHORIZED SEATEC DEALER! 


=. GOMMERCIAL 
» HOUKAR 
SD SYSTEMS 


PRICES FROM 
$994.95 & UP 


mR, DIVER ING. 


PO. Box 36 - 3788 Pt. Mason Rd. 
Big Sandy, TN 38221 








AMERICAN) 
XPRESS 
| MasterCard | 


Info. line: 901-593-5926 VISA 





Fax: 800-223-5747/901-593-5931 _ —=! 


Website: http://www.mrdiver.com 
E-mail: mrdiverinc@worldnet.att.net 
Japan Toll Free Numbers 

Phone: 0031-11-3548 ¢ Fax: 0031-11-3533 







© SD/AD 1996 


circle #144 on Reader Service Card 
136 SKIN DIVER OCTOBER 1996 


VIDEO COURSE 


AUDIO DUBBING: [0 add an audio track 
to a videotape without disturbing the 
video track. 

Aupio in/out: The port on a camcorder 
or VCR that inputs or outputs audio. 

AuDIO TRACK: The portion of a video- 
tape used to record audio, music 
and/or narration. 

Autofocus: A built-in system that au- 
tomatically selects the correct focus (dis- 
tance). TTL (through the lens) autofocus 
systems work better for U/W videogra- 
phy than sonic or infrared systems. 

AUTOLOCK: A camcorder control that 
locks camcorder features, Such as white 
balance focus, in the automatic mode. 

Cam: A slang term for camcorder. 

CAMCORDER: A video camera with a 
built-in VCR usually called a VIR. 

CAMERA: A general term denoting a 
camcorder or video camera, with or with- 
out an U/W housing. 

CCD: Charged-coupled device. The 
component that senses the images and 
converts them to electrical signals. 

CHARACTER GENERATOR: An aCcesso- 
ry (built into some camcorders and 
editing controllers) that electronically 
generates letters and numbers record- 
ed on videotape. 

CHROMA (CHROMINANCE): [he color 
portion of a video signal. 

COMPOSITE VIDEO: Signals for chroma 
(color) and luminance (brightness) are 
combined in one signal. VHS and stan- 
dard 8mm use composite video. (S-VHS 
and Hi-8 camcorders can also record 
and playback composite video.) 

ContINuity: (1) The flow of action ina 
video. (2) Maintaining sameness in dress 
and screen direction. 

Contrast: [he difference between the 
brightest and darkest areas in a scene, 
picture or video image. 

CONTROL TRACK: An electronic signal 
recorded on videotape. It tells the VCR 
how fast to play the tape. 

CONVERSION LENS: A Supplementary 
lens that is placed in front of the cam- 
corder lens. Some conversion lenses in- 
crease the angle of view (wide angle) oth- 
ers decrease the angle of view (telepho- 
to). Some are reversible for either a wide 
angle or telephoto effect. 

CU (cLOSsE-up): A close shot that pin- 
points a small picture area. 

Curt: An instantaneous change from 
one image (or sound) to another. Cutting 
is acommonly used editing technique. 

CuT-IN SHOT: A brief CU or ECU (ex- 
treme close-up) that cuts into the main 
action. For example, if an MS (medium 
shot) shows a diver reading a depth 
gauge, a brief cut-in CU can show the 
diver’s view of the gauge. 


DELETE EDITING: [0 edit by deleting un- 
wanted scenes. 

DEPTH OF FIELD: [he area in front of the 
camera—from a minimum distance to a 
maximum distance—in which your sub- 
jects will be acceptably focused. 

DEw (WARNING OR SWITCH): A warning 
signal in the viewfinder and/or switch that 
turns the camcorder off if the tape or 
electronics are damp with condensation 
or humidity. 

DIGITAL EFFECTS: Special Scas such 
as freeze frame, mosaic, strobe, etc. 

DV (DIGITAL VIDEO): The video signal is 
recorded on tape as a series of digits 
(ones and zeros). Because there are on- 
ly two values to read during playback, 
image quality is improved. When dub- 
bing from DV to DV, there is virtually no 
generation loss. 

DissoLve: To fade from one image into 
another (see fade). 

DOME Port: A dome shaped hous- 
ing port. 

Dropout: A small, fast spot of light that 
passes across the IV screen. Dropouts 
are caused by a bit of missing oxide on 
the videotape. 

DuB (DUBBING): A copy of a video or 
audiotape (noun); the act of copying a 
video or audiotape (verb). 

ECU: Extreme close-up shot. 

ED-BETA (EXTENDED DEFINITION BETA): 
A high quality Sony videotape format. 

Epit: To choose and/or rearrange 
scenes in a video or audio track (see in- 
sert editing and delete editing). 

EDIT CONTROLLER: An accessory that 
controls two VCRs (or a camcorder and a 
VCR) during editing. Edit controllers re- 
member selected scenes and assembles 
these scenes during the edit. 

EDIT SWiTCH: A switch on a camcorder 
or VCR that bypasses some playback cir- 
Cults during dubbing. This produces 
cleaner dubs. 

ELECTRONIC VIEWFINDER: A viewfinder 
that shows the subject’s image ona 
miniature TV screen. B/W = black and 
white; Color = LCD color viewfinder. 

ESTABLISHING SHOT: A shot, USually an 
LS (long shot), that introduces the viewer 
to ascene or action. 

FADE: Io dissolve from black or white 
to an image or from an image to black or 
white. Many camcorders have a fade 
control. Some editing equipment will al- 
low you to fade to and from colored 
backgrounds. 

FILTERS: Colored optical glass or gel. 
Their purpose is to alter the color of light 
passing through the filter. Glass filters are 
in metal mounts that screw into the ac- 
cessory threads of the camcorder lens. 

FLAT Port: A flat glass or plastic win- 
dow In a video housing. 

FLYING ERASE HEADS: Special heads 
that allow you to start, pause and start a 
camera or VCR without causing unwant- 








ed flashes of color and other video noise. 

FOCAL LENGTH: [he distance from 
the optical center of the lens to the im- 
age sensing device. For practical pur- 
poses, focal lengths give an indication 
of angle of view. 

Focus: [he adjustment for camera 
to subject distance. A picture taken 
with proper focus will appear sharp on 
a TV screen. 

FRAME (PICTURE AREA): [he area with 
the angle of view or within the picture 
area. Example: The fish swam into frame 
(into the picture area). 

F/stop (F/NUMBER): A number, such as 
f/4, that indicates the width of the aper- 
ture. The f/stop number is determined by 
how many times the width of the aperture 
divides into the focal length. 

FULL RANGE AUTOFOCUS LENS: A cam- 
corder lens that can be focused from 
less than an inch to infinity, while in the 
autofocus mode, without a special 
macro adjustment. 

GAIN CONTROL: An electronic control 
that increases or decreases the video sig- 
nal (to prevent under or overexposure). 

GENERATION: A term uSed to indicate 
how many times a video or audiotape 
has been copied. The original videotape 
is first generation. The first copy is sec- 
ond generation; the second copy is third 
generation, etc. 

GLITCH: Static or other video noise that 


appears on the TV screen. 

HEADROOM: The space between the top 
of the subject and the top of the picture 
area. When shooting divers, for example, 
avoid having the tops of their heads bump 
against the top of the picture. 

Hi-8 (H1I-8, HIGH-BAND 8MM OR HI- 
BAND 8mm): An enhanced version of 
standard 8mm with higher resolution 
than standard 8mm. 

HQ: High-quality circuitry. Advertising 
claims and varying standards have made 
this meaningless. 

IMAGE STABILIZATION: An electronic or 
optical system that reduces the effect of 
minor camera shaking. 

IN-CAMERA EDITING: Shooting scenes in 
the order in which they will be played 
back. 

INSERT EDITING: Adding a new shot that 
is placed over one or more existing 
shots. 

IRIs: The metal blades that form the 
opening that admits light through the 
lens. 

IRIS OVERRIDE: A manual control that can 
increase or decrease the iris opening se- 
lected by the automatic exposure control. 

LENS SPEED: [he ability of alens to ad- 
mit light. A fast lens has a wider aperture 
and gathers more light in dim conditions. 

LINES OF RESOLUTION: See resolution. 

LS (LONG sHoT): A long distance shot, 
usually wide angle, showing an overall view 





of the scene. The LS is often used as an 
establishing, transition or resolving shot. 

LUMINANCE: [he black and white por- 
tion of a video picture. It is the Y half of a 
YC (S-video) input or output. 

LUX RATING: A measurement of how 
much light is needed to record an image. 
The lower the lux rating, the lesser the 
amount of light required. 

Map suHor: A downward, wide angle 
view that shows the relative positions of 
subjects. 

Master VCR: See Playback VCR. 

Macro: Extreme close-up. 

MACRO MODE: A Setting on older cam- 
corders, usually activated by pressing a 
button on the lens, to focus from less than 
an inch to about four feet from the lens. 

MIKE INPUT: An input for attaching an 
external microphone to a camcorder or 
other recording or editing device. 

Mixer: An editing accessory that mix- 
es (combines) several audio or video in- 
puts and blends them into one or more 
outputs. 

MONOCHROME: Black and white images. 

MONITOR (MONITOR/RECEIVER OR 
TV/MONITOR): A television set with spe- 
Cial inouts and outputs for playback di- 
rectly from a camcorder or VCR, in addi- 
tion to the normal cable input. (Hi-8 or S- 
VHS tapes can be viewed ona TV set 
without S-video inputs if the composite 
input is used. You won't, however, see 


EMERALD 80 0-9 
VISION J>@ 


124 West 24th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011 
Tel: (212) 463-7663 * Fax (212) 463-7143 


CALL FOR FREE CATALOG 


Amphibico 
DIVE BUDDY | 


Electronic soft push buttons located on 
the right handle control zoom, power 
on-off, auto focus on-off, and 
record/standy:LED’s indicate that your 
are recording or that mositure has 
seeped inside the housing. External 
mic extends from the front. 


VH-1000 3CCD Digital 


amphibicam Aluminum Housings 
unique designed for professional use. 
¢ Full camera functions 
e Excellent balance 
e Vacuum sealed 
e Built-in color correction 


ikelite 
Clear housing to assure the 
system is safe by providing 
instant visual inspection. 

¢ Mechanical Controls 

¢ Start/Stop recording 

¢ Zoom contre! 

e 200’Depth rating 


BENTLEY MARINE 


Specially formulated polyurethane meets all 
the demands of the most rugged conditions 


lop 
nated 


eClear Plexiglass Back 
eFolding Handles 
°4.2amp/hr. Battery 
eWide Angle Lens 
Depth Rated to 250ft. 
For all FX/TR Series 
and equivalents 


AQUA VISION SYSTEM 


AVS 80 VIDEO SYSTEM 

¢ Depth Rating: 330’ 

e Cast aluminum body is fully black 
anodized to military specifications with 
exterior finish of premium iron enamel 

¢ Electromagnietic Start/Stop Rec 

¢ Built in mosisture alarm 

* Built to military specifications 
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801/601D 
e Shutter Speed 
Select Knob . 
¢ Focus Zoom Knob 
e Pressure Relief Cap 
e Exposure Compensation 
e TTL Sync Socket 
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DIVER 





> GEAR BAG 


IT IS THE LITTLE THINGS THAT MAKE DIVING EVEN MORE FUN! 








Robert L. 
OLAUSTEMILE 


HO: US 


= 


om) 


Catalog $3.00 

Exclusive marine jewelry in gold and 
SIN,A MON MR ARIO A ACMUAICliicmslauiie 
Robert L. Straight. (713) 643-4051 
8439 Barkley Dr. Houston TX 77017 
ristra@neosoft.com or 
http://www.stw.com/rls/ris.Atm 








FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL! 


This HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-9PM 
(Central Time) Monday thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos 
questions or to help you and your Nikonos out of an 
EMERGENCY. Just call us from anywhere in the world. 
Our assistance is always FREE... 


Bob Warkentin’s 
SOUTHERN NIKONOS 
SERVICE CENTER, INC. 
9459 Kempwood 
Houston, Texas 77080 
(713) 462-5436 
Fax: (713) 462-5449 
























Goal #1 “human mistake” Education 
Nikonos Workshop articles returned with your equipment 
to explain (& try to prevent) your “human mistakes” 

(Whether you want it or not) 


Goal #2 Equipment Servicing 
¢ SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs ALL Nikonos 
Products (old or new). Nothing else! * Over 200,000 Nikonos 
parts in inventory to provide a 2-3 work day turn-around. « 
All replaced parts are returned as “trophies” of your mistakes 
for your “education”. (Whether you want them or not) 


Your Nikonos ain't just a land camera, it’s DIVE EQUIPMENT! 
So remember, “When it’s time to service your regulator, 
it’s time to Service your Nikonos!!” 
The International Service World of 


——— SQUTHERN NIKO . 
We're as close as your post office. 
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Scuba Mouse Mat 


At Home, Work or School, 
show them you’re a diver! 


GREAT GiFt IDEA! 


These beautiful red and white mats are 
top quality full size 8-1/2” by 10-1/2” 
by 1/4” and are LEXAN covered so the 
white stripe will never get soiled! 
The entire mat can be kept looking 
new, year after year! 
Send Check or money order for $12.95 & 
$2.00 shipping and handling 
(Ct. res. Add 6% sales tax) to: 
Scuba Logic 
70 Chestnut Hill Rd. 
Trumbull, Ct. 06611 


Orders shipped in the U.S. only 
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TREASURE JEWELRY 


5% of 
Actual Size 





Piece of Eight Pendant 
Atocha Silver, w/14KT Gold Overlay Bezel 
#A9044 - $59.95 
OWN A PIECE OF HISTORY! 

A Kings Ransom of Beautiful and Unique 
Jewelry From Lost Treasure Galleons, 
including Mel Fisher's 1622 "Nuestra Senora 
De Atocha" Is Now Available! 


Call today for our free TREASURE CATALOG! 


1-800-621-2440 


RESORT GRAPHICS, INC. 
Maritime Art & Collectables 
447 Carson Avenue 
Atlantic City, NJ 08401 
609-348-5826 FAX: 609-344-3052 
Visa/Mastercard/Amex/Check/M.0. Add $4.50 for S&H. 2-4 Day Rush 
$8.50 Foreign delivery, call or fax. N.J. Res. add 6% sales tax. Allow 


14-21 Days delivery. All Orders Pd. By Ck. held 10 days. Certificate of 
Authenticity Included. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
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Buy Direct & Save 


OCITIZEN. 
DIVING WATCHES 


We carry a 
HUGE Selection... 


¢ Hyper Aqualand 
» ¢ Aqualand Chrono 


¢ Combo 
¢ Yatching 
¢ Windsurfing 
¢ and much more! 


WE SHIP AROUND 
THE CORNER OR 
AROUND THE WORLD 


To place an ORDER or 
for a FREE catalog call 


1-800-788-2221 


Authorized Citizen Dealer ~ 


Ay 3.C. PROMASTER 
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Only 
$299, 


MSRP $595.00 





WHEN DIVERS LOOK 
FORK ACCESSORIES AND 
INTERESTING LITTLE 
“EXTRAS” THAT MAKE 
DIVING MORE 
ENJOYABLE AND SAFER. 
PLACE YOUR AD IN 
DIVER’S GEARBAG. 
PHONE: (213) 782-2760 
FAX: (213) 782-2556 











the full advantages of S-video resolution.) 

MS (MEDIUM-DISTANCE SHOT): A medi- 
um distance shot that provides the tran- 
sition between an LS that established a 
scene and the CU that will follow to pin- 
point the action. 

NiCKEL-CADMIuM: A rechargeable bat- 
tery commonly used to power cam- 
corders and video lights. These batteries 
usually last for 500 or more charge and 
use cycles. 

NOISE (VIDEO NOISE): A brief or continu- 
ous interference or interruption of picture 
or sound. 

NORMAL LENS: A lens with an angle 
of view that approximates that of the 
human eye. 

NosE Room: Ihe space between the 
front of a moving subject and the side of 
the video picture area. For example, the 
nose of a moving fish shouldn't bump the 
edge of the picture. 

OVERLAP (OVERLAPPED ACTION): [0 
reshoot the same action that occurred at 
the end of the previous shot but from a 
different angle. 

Pan (PANNING): Moving the camera 
from left to right or right to left. 

PARALLAX: Ihe difference between the 
line of sight of an accessory viewfinder 
and the video camera lens. These lines of 
sight should meet at a predetermined or 
preset distance in front of the camera. 

PLANT: To introduce the viewer toa 
subject that will become important later. 
For example, a quick cut-away to an ob- 
ject a diver/model is searching for. 

PLAYBACK VCR (MAIN, MASTER): [he 
VCR used to play the original tape during 
editing. Often, this is the camcorder’s 
built-in VTR. 

POSTPRODUCTION: Video or audio edit- 
ing after the original tape is shot. 

RECORD (RECORDING): [0 place video 
images (by shooting or dubbing) on 
videotape; to place audio (with a micro- 
phone or other audio source) on video or 
audiotape. 

REFRACTION: Ihe bending of light rays 
as they pass through the water/glass/air 
interfaces of a flat lens port. The effect is 
to reduce the U/W angle of view to two- 
thirds the angle of view in air. 

RESOLUTION (LINES OF RESOLUTION): 
Image sharpness as measured in the 
number of horizontal lines visible in a given 
picture area. The higher the number of 
lines, the finer the details recorded or seen. 

RESOLVING SHOT: A shot that shows or 
implies the end of an action or series of re- 
lated shots. The resolving shot may also 
provide the transition to the next action. 

Scene: (1) The overall view of a subject 
or subjects, from the camera's viewpoint. 
(2) Ashot or series of related shots 
recorded on videotape. 

SCREEN DIRECTION: [he direction ac- 
tion flows across the TV screen. 

SEQUENCE: A series of related shots in 


_ 


a logical order. A video movie is made of 
a series of related sequences. 

SHOOT (SHOOTING): The act of record- 
ing ascene with a camcorder or video 
camera. Shoot as a verb: a session dur- 
ing which several shots are made. 

SHOT: (1) The time from when your turn 
the camera on until you turn it off. (2) A sin- 
gle view of a scene recorded on videotape. 

SILHOUETTES: Dark shapes and figures 
against light backgrounds. 

STANDARD 8mM (8mm): The first 8mm 
format introduced. 

STANDARD LENS: A camcorder lens that 
focuses from approximately four feet to 






47 1-800-290-5622 
RNP Tel: (718) 437-4257 
5 A > Fax: (718) 437-5136 - 20H 
PED 5100 72th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11219 
e.mail 






tog 


SCUBA PACKAGE #101A 


B.C. Tusa Imprex, 
Regulator Sherwood - New 
Gauge, Pressure Depth Temp 


Octopus Sherwood, 
‘479° 


Minimus 
FREE LOG BOOK 
SCUBA PACKAGE #101C 
Mares ¢ Sherwood, BCD 

¢ Tusa, Regulator 

e Sherwood or Tusa, Consule 


¢ Free Knife i. 3 3975 










reduce Drag, 2 uN 
Balanced Power 
































& Temperature 









Regulator Bag 





FINS 

Iimprex 7700, 8800, X.Ten 5000, 5500 

MASK 

DBL, FEATHER QUICK ADJUST 

7500, 5700, 7000, 6000, 3800 

Hype Dry Mask 8000 
ini Design 4000, 2000 

SNORKEL 

Dry 580, 400, 410, 500 SNORKEL 


SS Integra DV, Int Flex 
SHERWOOD MASK 
Genesis Series Slim Line 4700, 4000, 4600, 4200 US DIVERS 


MASK 

ESA, VEDR, SETA 
FINS 

Quatro, Avanti, Avanti FF 


_ DACOR 
= MASK 







Tusa Duo Air Call 
Tusa SS400 Call 
Sherwood Minimus Call 3e vee 
Sherwood Octopus Call | Hood w/Plus 










get@pipeusa.com 


SCUBA PACKAGE #101B 


B.C. your choice: Tusa, Sherwood 
Seaquest, Etc. - Bladerless, Back Pack 
Padded, Dual Bands, Low Profile to 

. Pekts w/Drain, 
nflator, Snug Fit. 
Regulator your choice: Sherwood, 
Tusa, Mares, Dacor - High Performance, 
Lightweight, Easy Breathing, No Resistance. 


Console Gauge 5000 PSI, Depth w/MDI 
Octopus lightweight & Long Hose 


Ikelite Light F@GQP 
Save A Dive Kit * Divers Knife 
FFREE  onoper our tArest CATALOG, CALL OR WRITE YOUR NAME & ADDRESS TO US 


y Integra, QL, DL, Pursuit DL, Trivista 









i MASK Sherwood Compass Module 29.95 
eth cata 2100, aay DAP A: Hawaii 1, 2, 3, 4, Corsica, Scan, Look Sherwood Pressure Gauge 54.95 
rata Ely, Lal 3 FINS Sherwood Combo 150 Call 
; si Vai yy || Blades, Blades FP, Compro Oceanic Max Depth Navcon 114.95 
OCEAN MASTER ( ¢ / _{ ; SNORKEL Tusa Triple Gauge Call 
Mask & Snorkel ON “—*..3 Impulse. Flex. Aquarius Tusa DBL Gauge Call 
US Divers Pivot DP2 Call 
SCUBA PACKAGE SALE $5 goo repre we a Call 

© Traditi © Open Hill Fins ° Snorkel w/Purge 
Traditional Mask * Open Hill Fins ¢ $ /Purg oR ; Marathon Kit 16 495 
nN oenix a 
SPARE KIT 2.7 - ON SALE Sherwood Source Combo Call 
S STE Sauder derek oh 
REGULATORS ON SALE orty usa Computer Wris a 
3 MM Wet Suit 139.95 | Tusa Computer Console Call 
SERVED © BIVERS > TEAS | 65MM Wet Suit US Divers Computers Call 
e BEUCHAT ¢ MARES ¢ DACOR, (plush, DBL Stich etc) 141.00 | Beuchat Pro Comp Call 
e OCEANIC Polartec Suit Call | Dive Rite Bridge Call 


Warm Water Glove 
Cold Water Glove 


Boot w/Premium Sole 


Sherwood Shadow + 109.95 | Back Pack DBL Padding we carry. This is how it works 
US Divers Oct _ a Mesh Bag LR 19. locate any item at any retail outlet 
US Divers Air Mic 2 eae Hans ra with their lowest price & we will beat that price. 
“CITIZEN WATCHES —_| Weight Belt w/Buckle 8.95 | Noconditions. Remember: Shop around & make 
PRO MASTER SERIES ON SALE _| Snorkel Vest 9.95 | your last stop at Sunshine before you go diving. 


WV Cols mai 7.6 lo] ate >=] »] ya oy.) 4 he lo of 5 og 1 


infinity. Most standard lenses have a 
macro setting for close-up focusing. 
STORYBOARD: An illustrated plan, ina 
notebook or on index cards, with sketch- 
es and notes for a video production. 
S-VHS: An enhanced version of VHS. 
S-VHS-C (Super VHS compact): The 
S-VHS format packaged in smaller cas- 
settes for use with S-VHS-C camcorders. 
S-VibEO: Enhanced versions of regular 
formats. Resolution is increased from 
less than 300 lines to 400 or more. 
S-VIDEO CONNECTORS: (S-JACKS, S- 
VIDEO INPUTS/OUTPUTS, Y/C CONNEC- 
TORS): Special connectors on acam- 












‘Beat Pricea On: 


eSHERWOOD ¢ TUSA 
¢ U.S. DIVERS ¢ SCUBA PRO 









_ Worldwide: 
























e MARES ° CRESS! 
e DACOR © OCEANIC 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS | eBEUCHAT «© SEAQUEST 
FOR INSTRUCTORS | ¢ IKELITE ¢ DIVE RITE 
°U.K 1D. Be 





WENOKA ETC. 


ADIN DIVE COMPUTER 


Altitude, Temp, Interval Time, Max Depth 
, Bottom Time, No Fly, Log Book , Surface 
Interval, Deco Time, Etc. 
¢ NO Decompression ¢ Illuminated Disp. 
¢ Self Diagnostic Mode 

¢ Functional Dep. 250 Ft. 
¢ Auto Altitude 10,000 Ft. 


ONLY 


7969" wstwowrncune 
THIS MODULE FITS INTO YOUR CONSOLE 


DIVE LIGHTS - IKELITE 























ONLY 














Mini C H Sale Super C Lite HC Cail 
Mini C Fircnt Call Super C LiteRe. Call 
Mini C Mark Call RCD Halogen Sale 
Maxi C H Call RCD H Rech Sale 
NEW AQUASHOT II ‘ 

AQUASHOT OUTFIT Call 


WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF IKELITE PRODUCTS 
PLEASE CALL 


UNDERWATER KINETICS 

UK 400 34.95 UK800R 159.96 
UK400R 104.95 SL6 29.95 
SL4 22.95 UK1200H 52.95 
PRINCETON TECT 

TEC 400 Call TEC 4000 Call 
TEC 8000 Cali TEC 4000R Call 


























AUQA, FLARE, FLASH, STROBE Call 

PELICAN LIGHTS On Sale 

GAUGES 

Mares Flatbrass 2D 109.95 
Mares Flatbrass 2C 109.95 
Sherwood Combo 200 Call 


We at Sunshine Sports 
GUARANTEE that you will 
obtain the LOWEST PRICE & the 
BEST SERVICE on any item that 
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VIDEO COURSE 


corder, VCR or monitor/receiver for S- 
VHS, Hi-8 or ED Beta. Chrominance and 
luminance information are separated to 
eliminate crosstalk (mixing of the signals). 

SPECIAL EFFECTS: Catch-all phrase for 
fades, dissolves, slow motion, freeze- 
frame and other unusual effects. 

TAKE: To attempt to videotape a shot. 
“Take one” would be the first attempt; 
“take two,” the second attempt. 

TAPING (VIDEOTAPING, SHOOTING): See 
shoot. 

TELEPHOTO LENS (TELEPHOTO): (1) A 
lens that gives a close-up view of distant 
subjects. (2) The longest zoom setting on 
a camcorder lens. 

TiLT: Changing camera angle, either 
up or down, as you shoot. 

TIME-BASE CORRECTOR: A device that 
corrects timing variations in a video sig- 
nal. Time-base correction reduces pic- 
ture jitter and dropouts. 

TITLE (TITLES): Words or numbers ap- 
pearing in a video movie. Titles can be shot 
from printed title cards or paper, or can be 
generated with character generators. 

TRANSITION SHOT: A shot that leads the 
viewer from one location, scene or action 
to another. 

VHS (HOME VIDEO SYSTEM): The stan- 
dard one-inch videotape format used in 
most home VCRs. 

VHS-C (VHS compact): The standard 
VHS format but packaged in smaller cas- 
settes for use with VHS-C camcorders. 

VIDEO CAMERA: A camera without a 
built-in VCR. These cameras have been 
replaced with camcorders. 

VIDEO CASSETTE: A plastic container 
that holds videotape. Video cassettes are 
available in different versions for different 
tape formats, such as 8mm or VHS and 
for different tape lengths. 

VIDEO CONTROLLER: An accessory 
that electronically marks the beginnings 
and endings of video scenes and con- 
trols the playback and recording VCRs 
during editing. 

VIDEO PROCESSOR: An editing accesso- 
ry used for color correction, image en- 
hancement and special effects such as 
fades, dissolves, character generation 
and audio mixing. 

VIDEO 8: Sony’s designation for stan- 
dard 8mm film. 

VIRTUAL IMAGE: An image focused in 
front of a port by the curvature of the 
dome. This image will be approximately 
12 inches in front of the port, depending 
on the radius of the port. 

Voiceover: Narration added to a video 
by an unseen speaker. 

VTR: Videotape recorder, usually built 
into a camcorder. 

WHITE BALANCE: Camera adjustment 
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made to record white tones accurately in 
varying light conditions, such as indoor or 
outdoor. Most cameras have white bal- 
ance controls for indoor (video light), out- 
door (sunlight) and automatic; some 
have automatic white balancing. 

WIDE-ANGLE LENS: A lens with an angle 
of view wider than the angle of view of the 
human eye. 

Zoom (ZoomING): Changing the image 
size (from wide angle to telephoto) with- 
out changing camera to subject distance. 

ZOOM LENs: A lens that is adjustable for 
a range of focal lengths from wide angle 
to telephoto. 

ZOOM RaTIO: The change in focal 
length a zoom lens can produce. An 8x 
(8:1, “eight to one”) zoom lens magnifies 
subjects when set for the telephoto posi- 
tion, as compared to subject size in the 
wide angle position. = 


FIJI FORBES LAUCALA 
(Continued from Page 25) 


you want to stop and start and you will be 
transported to the drop-off site and picked 
up afterward. A bus tour includes an island 
overlook and a glimpse inside the late 
Malcolm Forbes’ house. 





The key to Laucala is that you can cus- 
tomize your vacation around your likes 
and dislikes. This fabulous Fiji getaway is 
totally inclusive of everything your heart 
desires. Everything, that is, except stress! 
The friendly folks at Fiji Forbes are waiting 
to pamper and spoil you and you'll love 
every minute of it. We sure did! 

For information, contact Fiji Forbes 
Laucala, P.O. Box 149, Fort Garland, 
Colorado 81138; (800) FORBES-5 or 
(719) 379-3263; fax (719) 379-3266. = 


>» & 


PHOTO-VIDEO 
NIKO 


4H¢ A | 


Nikonos RS AF SLR 
13/2.8 R-UW AF Fisheye 
28/2.8 R-UW AF 


20-35/2.8 R-UW AF LL 
SB-104 UW TTL Speedlite CALL 
Double Bracket 219.95 
Mounting Bracket Set SK-104 199.95 
189.95 


“Nikonos V Body 569.95 
“Nikonos V with 35/2.5.......... 734.95 
Orig Nikonos Case 49.95 
15/2.8.....1499.95 20/2.8 ......709.95 
28/3.5 UW 379.95 


Nikonos Close Up Kit w/o Case 209. 95 
Case For Close Up 79.95 
DF-10 Optical Finder...... 





Double TTL Sync Cord 
Double Bracket #10214 
Double Bracket Set #10201 .. 
Extention Arm Set #10203 
Sync Cord #10208 


SEA KING 

w/Foam w/Divider 
SK 918 (18.5x14.5x5.7) .84.95 _ 
SK 613 (14x10.6x6.5) ....64.95 _ 
SK 716 (17.5x11.6x7) ....84.95 109.95 
SK 718 (18.5x14.5x7.2)*84.95 149.95 
SK 821 (21.5x14.5x9) *109.95 164.95 
SK 822 (22.5x19.6x9) ..164.95 _ 
SK 827 209.95 _ 

Available in black, grey, yellow 

“Black Only, Other Colors Call 


DOSKOCIL 
WATERTIGHT CASES 
Seal Tight Lg 17/4x12x7A 
Seal Tight Ex Lg 18/4x14/4 x84 
Available in Gray or Black 


The Professional's Source. 


212 444-6649 
FAX: 212 242-1400 


NOS 


ACCESSORIES FOR NIKONOS 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder #5002 ..119.95 
Ikelite Ext. Tube Set #4090.03..99.95 

SEA & SEA 
NEW! 12/3.5 Fisheye 
NEW! Viewfinder for above 
15/3628 18 CALL 20/3.5........ CALL 
16mm Conversion Lens f/ 35mm.....CALL 
High Eyepoint Vewfinder 


CA 

Optical Finder for 15, 17, 20mm...CALL 

EXTENSION TUBES W/FRAMER 
35mm 1:1....CALL 35mm 1:2...CALL 
35mm 1:3....CALL 28mm 1:2...CALL 
YS-50 TTL w/arm & tray 
New! YS-300 TTL 

SCUBA VIDEO TAPES 
Cathy Church Instructuctional ..29.95 
Basic Introduction Using Nikonos V..24.95 
Advance Course Using W.A. Lenses .29.95 
Advance Course Using Macro & Closeup .29.95 
WORLD OF J. COUSTEAU 

Pioneer of the Sea 
Dragons of the Galapagos 


SEAcSEA 


MX-10 Camera 

MX-10 Kit w/YS-40 Flash 

20mm fens MX-10 

Motor Marine li Camera 

Motor Marine |! Kit w/YS-50 Flash CALL 
16mm Lens MM II .CALL 20mm ...CALL 
Optical Viewfinder #50140 

High Eyepoint Finder #0150 ...CALL 
Macro Lens 1.3 ALL Macro Lens 1.2..CALL 
YS-50 TTL-II Flash Kit 

NEW! Complete Guide to Sea & Sea.22.95 


PELICAN 


Black/Silver/Orange or Yellow 
Inside Dimensions w/loam Dividers 
1200 (9%x7%x44) 35.50 — 
1300 (9%x7%x64) 40.50 — 
1400 (12%x9%x5%) 61.50 80.50 
1450 (15x10%x6) 79.50 104.50 
1500 (17x11%x6%) 97.50 116.50 
1520 (18x12%x6%) 107.50 138.50 
1550 (19x14x7%) 114.50 158.50 
1600 (22x17x8) 137.50 180.50 
1650 (29x21x11) 159.50 — 
1750 (50%x13%x5) 184.50 


NEW! 1526 (1520 case wGadet” SINGH-RAY UNDERWATER FILTERS 
Bag Silver, Black) CALL |52mm..29.95 58mm..34.95 3x3mm 94.95 


35mm Automatic Dive Camera 
¢ Fully Automatic 
f/UMW or Land 
¢ Motor Driven Film Advance 
¢ UMW Color Correction Flash 
¢ Operational to 60 ft. depth 


$99.95 


NEW! Reefmaster 
Operational to 164 ft. 199.00 


AQUATICA 


Distributed by Nikon Inc. 


We area 
FULL STOCK Dealer! 











° ~ CAMERA HOUSING 


For Most SLR’s AF 

Aquashot II 

Aquashot II w/Macro Kit & Substrobe 224. 95 

FLASHES 

Substrobe 505 w/Slave 

4043 Substrobe 50 

4046 Substrobe Ai 

NEW! 4062 Substrobe 200 

4050 Substrobe 150 Nicad 

NEW! 4058 Substrobe 400 

Substrobe 300 Nicad 
COMPASSES 

2500 PRO Compass Wrist 

2600 PRO-S Compass Wrist 


NoR@)co(-1en Goll Ke) |ar-1= 


1-800- 947- 9979 
es Sore 


119 WEsT 17TH STREET © NEw YORK, eae b £e):14 10011 


PIONEER 


CKG.iyz 


CWO: mari iNe 


UA Housing ......182.00 
UA-X Housing...205.00 
UA-XP Housing 254.00 
U-F Camera 

and Winder....114.95 
UF-X Camera 

w/small Zoom & 

Shoe Flash.....130.95 
UFX-P Camera w/Motor Drive & Flash..119.95 
U-FZL Camera w/Long Zoom 
U-MM Compact Auto Focus Camera ......68.00 
Hurricane Hood 
U-VVL For Sharp Viewcam 
U-VST For Sony TRS, 6, 7................ 242.00 
U-VML For JVC compact, Canon ES-2000, 
Panasonic EZ-1 
V-1000 f/Sony DCR VX-1000 Digital .469.00 
VCX for Canonn L-2 

Price includes camera adapter rings 





STROBE PACKAGES 
for NIKONOS 
NEW! 3943.43 Substrobe 50” Kit ..364.95 
NEW! 3946.43 Substrobe 50” Kit ..415.00 
3946.46 Substrobe Ai Kit 
NEW! 3946.62 Substrobe 200 
3946.57 Substrobe 300 Kit 


VIDEO HOUSINGS 
For Sony TR-Series (Specify) 
For Sony FX Series (Specify) 
For Sony VX-3 

DIVE LIGHTS 

RCD Halogen 
Mini C-Light Halogen (Spec.Color).... 
Modular Super Light (nicad) 
Modular Video Lite (nicad) 
Modular Video Lite 45 (nicad) 
4052 Charger for Nicad Lites 


214.95 
36.95 


Minimum Shipping USA (Except AK & HI) $7.00 up to 3 Ibs. Add 60¢ for each additional Ib. For ins. add 40¢ per $100. Prices valid thru OCT. 19, subject to supplier prices. ©1996 B&H Photo-Video. Not responsible for typographical errors. 
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BOUT DIVING FROM THAT 


Lucky Diver Survives Incredible Journey to 


e hadn’t been diving very long. | 

had been certified for six months, 
my daughter had been certified for two 
years and my son had been certified for 
two months. This was to be our first 
Caribbean dive trip together. 

After a few days of two morning dives 
we were all really feeling great—we 
were confident, the water was crystal 
clear and every dive was perfect. We 
were relaxed and doing well with our 
bottom time. Our neutral buoyancy was 
improving to the point we were doing 
somersaults just for the fun of it! 

On our fourth day we were diving the 
caves and tunnels on the side of a wall, 
between 90 to 100 feet deep. We had 
dived this particular spot several times 
and | remembered the passageways 
were wide. This time, however, our par- 
ty of six decided to try a new tunnel. We 
had to enter it one by one, as it was nar- 
rower than the others we'd been in. | fol- 
lowed the divemaster and my daughter 
(who was my buddy) into the cave. It 
curved to the left and, while | was admir- 
ing the coral, my daughter disappeared 
from view. 

In front of me were two openings, one 
to the right and one to the left. As | 
hadn’t seen my daughter and the dive- 
master going to the right, | presumed 
they had gone through the left opening, 
which looked small. Being adventurous, 
| decided if they could do It, so could |. | 
held my console and octopus close to 
my body and attempted to pass 
through the opening. No way! Okay, | 
thought, they must have gone through 
the other opening. (They had actually 
exited overhead!) As | attempted to go 
through the other opening, | realized | 
wasn't going to be able to fit through it, 
either. | felt a little tremor of fear because 
| could not figure out how the other 
divers had exited. | decided to back up 
and look around. As | started to back 
out of the opening, | realized the top of 
my tank had passed through the open- 


Brink of Disaster! 


BY DIANNE STACKPOOLE 


ing and was lodged against the rim. | 
couldn’t move forward or backward and 
was stuck in the opening of the cave, 
half in and half out. | couldn’t see a soul 
and it seemed like forever since | had 
seen the divemaster or my daughter. An 
incredible feeling of terror overtook me. 
This is how people die in caves, | 
thought. This is why everyone tells you 
not to go into caves! Did anyone know | 
was stuck? Were they missing me? 
Okay. Don’t panic. That was the main 
thing emphasized during my training. 
Never panic! This was the real test and | 
was going to see how well | did. 





| was talking to myself, trying to calm 
down. | felt like it was a matter of life 
and death and possibly it was. | 
checked my gauges. | had 1200 psi of 
air, which gave me some time to figure 
out a solution. It finally occurred to me 
that if | took off my BC, | could probably 
get through the opening without my 
gear and then drag it through behind 
me. As | started to undo my BC, the 
tank shifted and dropped enough to 
clear the rim of the opening and | was 
able to back out. 

On my way out | almost knocked over 
my son and his dive buddy as | rushed 
toward the exit of the cave. | was very 
relieved—to say the least—and refused 
to go in anything resembling a cave or 
tunnel for the rest of the dive. 

When | got back to the boat, | was 
feeling rather foolish and stupid for hav- 
ing gotten myself into such a situation. 
The openings did look small but, as 
they were the only ones | saw, | figured 
the other two divers had gone through 
them. 

My daughter had noticed right away | 
wasn’t behind her. She could see my 
bubbles coming from the other side of 
the cave and had started after me to 
find out what was wrong. After the feel- 
ing of foolishness and stupidity retreat- 
ed, | began to feel exhilaration at having 
survived the whole incident and realized 
an important lesson. | had been down 
there at 100 feet, stuck like a rabbit in a 
hole and, although it may have turned a 
few of my hairs gray, | didn’t panic and 
worked myself free on my own. | felt | 
had gained invaluable experience and 
realized how important my training had 
been. Anyone can put on dive gear and 
get in the water. What the training does 
iS prepare you for emergencies, which 
are going to come up sooner or later, 
no matter how safely you dive. You 
must know how to handle yourself and 
not panic—or you may be making your 
last dive. = 
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SLR-AF HOUSINGS 


Choose the housing that 
affords full underwater use 
of your favorite 35mm cam- 
era, be it Nikon, Canon, 
Minolta or Pentax. There is 
not another housing at any 
price that will produce bet- | : , 
ter photographic results or | | errs “" s Rae 
provide greater security Lis J. "4 : 
underwater than an Ikelite 
SLR housing. 


MINI-C HANDLE MOUNT 
Use the Mini C-Lite as a model- " 
ing light or diving light mounted 
to the Ikelite SLR Housing 






“~ © ae sUBSTROBES 


Quick Grip Arms = 

Ikelite's articulating ball-socket arm sys- Designed and built in the USA for both the professional and 
tem offers a multitude of arm configura- amateur photographer, Ikelite offers 5 models of underwater strobes to meet 
tions including a quick-release handle. different needs and budgets. The Substrobe 50 is the brightest and fastest 
Knuckle design provides better holding recycling strobe in its class. The Substrobe 100a offers variable output and 
power than other systems. angle of coverage. The 200 and 400 are the choice of pros the world over. All 


Ikelite Substrobes are covered by a two year limited warranty supported by 
a proven commitment to service unmatched in the industry worldwide. 


TTL SLAVE 


Ikelite's T'T'L Slave Sensor turns any 
Ikelite Substrobe into a true T'TL slave, 
operates up to 50 feet, plus eliminates the 
need for a second cumbersome sync cord. 
AQUASHOT II 

The Aquashot II is so simple and inexpen- 
sive you won't believe the beautiful results it 
can produce. Simply load the Aquashot I] 
with a 35mm single-use camera and all you 





PCa LITE have to do is point and shoot. Oh yes, you 
Extremely bright for its small do have to turn on the flash and advance the 
e size, (2.5" x 4") the PCa is ideally film, but that is as technical as it gets. 


suited as a compact backup 
light. Powered by six AA batter- 
ies, it produces an incredibly 
intense beam. 









PC LITE al 
Pocket C’-Lite, the first of a new generation. 
The PC Lites utilize a totally new 
opening and sealing system. The PC’s Wiis 
unique snap-ring permits the complete AQUASN 
front assembly to be easily removed for No need to worry where to 
quick access to batteries and lamp. This buy cameras for the 

new all-purpose PC Lite conveniently Aquashot II housing. Ikelite 


stores in your BCD pocket. Carry the 1 a it 50 W 33rd Street now offers a single-use- 





Aquashot t 








compact PC Lite on every dive to Indianapolis, IN 46208 camera that can be used 
illuminate objects night or day. Rotating 317.923.4523 above water or in the 
switch provides quick on/off control. 
The PC Lites feature new high intensity 
halogen lamps producing an incredibly 


bright penetrating spot beam. WWW, i <elite.co vi 


circle #42 on Reader Service Card : = — 


housing. The AquaSnap 
camera features built-in 
flash and 27-exposure film. 


For more information contact your local Dive Shop 
or visit us at 











SNORKELS 
Perfectly Simple. 






Mares has raised the level of 
surface breathing with a new line of 
naturally simple snorkels, built with 

reliability and comfort. 


Cyberdry—the top of its class. 


The all new Cyberdry is the flagship of the Mares snorkel line with 
patented features and several outstanding product enhancements. 
The Mares PBS ( Purge Ball System) allows expedient and efficient 
clearing through the bottom purge valve. When the snorkel barrel is 
filled with water, a small ball within the valve floats and, upon 
surfacing, the water column is cleared through the bottom valve. 
As the diver exhales, the ball closes the valve, thereby reducing the 
effort to clear the barrel when it is half full or less. 


In addition to the PBS valve, Cyberdry features a flexible contoured, 
ergonomic design for maximum comfort of use; a top dry cap with 
diverts to prevent water from entering the snorkel directly and 
adjustable, quick mount, mask connection. 


As an added benefit, Cyberdry offers a fluorescent top for positive 
identification and a soft, hypoallergenic silicone mouth piece. 


Cyberpro 
Incorporating the same design and patent features as the 
Cyberdry, the Mares Cyberpro provides exceptional 
diver utility in a semi-flexible, contoured barrel. 
The Cyberpro also features the Mares PBS (Purge 
Ball System) valve. 








Cyberflex 


With the addition of a flexible and #? 
contoured snorkel bottom, the 

Cyberflex offers a wide range of mouth 

fit for the diver. Clearing of the 

Cyberflex is enhanced as a result of the 
special bottom profile. 


Cyber 


For divers who prefer a semi-flexible 
snorkel, Cyber offers a pre-molded 
contoured barrel while maintaining 


the features and clearing benefits of 

the Cyberflex. 

Ask your dealer to show you 

the complete line of Mares snorkels. | 
WHEN THE SEA IS ABOVE \ 
~~ 


MARES AMERICA CORPORATION 
Shore Pointe, One Selleck St. 
Norwalk, Connecticut 06855 

(800) 874-3236 - Fax (800) 253-8509 


Available only from authorized Mares Dealers worldwide. circle #4 on Reader Service Card 





